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Symbolism Found in the Book of Revelation 

 
In Revelation 4, the scene shifts dramatically from earthly struggles to a heavenly 

panorama, inviting readers to witness the majesty of God’s throne room.  The chapter 
begins with a powerful invitation to “come up here,” symbolizing a call to transcend the 
mundane and enter a realm of divine authority. 
 

This passage emphasizes the grandeur of God, depicted through imagery of 
precious stones and a rainbow like an emerald, which represents hope amid judgment.  
The twenty-four elders and four living creatures are a captivating focal point, embodying 
worship and the attributes of creation itself.  Their ceaseless adoration underlines a 
profound truth: that worship is at the heart of existence, transcending all trials. 
 

By envisioning the throne of God surrounded by adoration, Revelation 4 encourages 
a re-evaluation of our priorities, prompting readers to consider what it means to live in a 
state of worship.  This chapter serves as a reminder that true power lies not in human 
achievements but in acknowledging divine sovereignty — a timeless truth that 
resonates in a world often fixated on chaos and uncertainty. 
 

Scripture teaches us to always be expecting Christ.  The Book of the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ discloses the triumph of Christianity over all enemies.  It is filled with 
encouragement, admonition, and consolation; a final and eternal victory over all 
enemies.  We need to study this book for encouragement in the faith and hope of the 
Christian life and find comfort in times of suffering and discouragement. 
 

The following are the meaning of terms and imagery we will find in chapter 3 which 
will be helpful in your study of the book of Revelation. 
 

1. A throne set in heaven, an emblem of the universal dominion of Jehovah. 

2. The rainbow is an emblem of that covenant of promise which God has made 

with Christ 

3. The prevailing colour was a emerald, pleasant green, showing the reviving 

and refreshing nature of the new covenant 

4. Four-and-twenty seats around the throne, filled with four-and-twenty elders, 

representing, probably, the whole church of God. 

5. Their sitting denotes honour, rest, and satisfaction; their sitting about the throne 

signifies nearness to God, the sight and enjoyment they have of him 

6. Clothed in white raiment; the imputed righteousness of the saints and their 

holiness 



7. Crowns of gold, signifying the glory they have with him.  

8. Lightnings and voices came from the throne; the awful declarations God makes 

to his church, of his sovereign will and pleasure.  

9. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne; the gifts, graces, and 

operations of the Spirit of God in the churches of Christ, dispensed according to 

the will and pleasure of Him who sits upon the throne. 

10. The laver for purification is the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, which cleanses 

from all sin. 

11. Four living creatures, between the throne and the circle of the elders, 

standing between God and the people. These seem to signify the true ministers 

of the gospel, because of their place between God and the people. This also is 

shown by the description given, denoting wisdom, courage, diligence, and 

discretion, and the affections by which they mount up toward heaven. 

 

Chapter 4 of John’s Revelation teaches many important points for spiritual living 
such as: 
 
Invitation to Revelation - Just as John is invited to "come up here," believers are 
invited to seek deeper understanding of God's Word and His plans for the future. 
 
Access to God - The open door signifies that through Christ, believers have access to 
God and His divine mysteries. This encourages us to approach God with confidence in 
prayer and study. 
 
The Authority of God's Voice - The voice like a trumpet reminds us of the power and 
authority of God's Word. We should listen attentively and respond obediently to His 
guidance. 
 
Eschatological Awareness - Understanding that God has a plan for the future should 
inspire us to live with hope and urgency, sharing the gospel and preparing for Christ's 
return. 
 
Heavenly Worship - The presence of the living creatures around the throne highlights 
the importance of worship in the believer's life, reflecting the worship that takes place in 
heaven. 
 
Sovereignty and Authority - Acknowledge God's ultimate authority over all creation. 
This should bring comfort and assurance, knowing that our lives are in the hands of a 
sovereign God. 
 
Unity in Diversity - The diversity of the creatures around the throne highlights the unity 
and diversity within God's creation. This serves as a model for the church, which is 
called to unity amidst diversity. 
 



Humility in Worship - The act of casting crowns is a powerful reminder of the humility 
required in worship. Believers are called to recognize that all honor and authority belong 
to God. 
 
God's Worthiness - Recognize that God alone is worthy of our worship, glory, honor, 
and power. Our lives should reflect this truth in our daily worship and devotion. 
 
Worship as a Response - Our response to God's creative power and sustaining will 
should be one of worship and adoration. Cultivate a heart of gratitude and praise in all 
circumstances. 
 
Living for God's Glory - Strive to live in a way that brings glory to God, recognizing 
that our existence is meant to reflect His greatness and majesty. 
 


