Overview of Ist Corinthians

1 Corinthians is a crucial epistle for understanding the early Christian community's struggles
and the Apostle Paul's efforts to address them. The letter is structured into five main parts,
each addressing a specific issue within the Corinthian church. Paul's message is centered
around the importance of unity, moral integrity, and the use of spiritual gifts, while also
emphasizing the resurrection of Christ and its implications for believers. The letter serves as a
guide for the church community, offering insights into the nature of Christian life and the role
of leaders within the church.

Theme: Christian Living
And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love; but the greatest of these is love.
—1 Corinthians 13:13

Summary: 1 Corinthians addresses issues within the Corinthian church, emphasizing unity,
moral integrity, and spiritual gifts. Paul advises on matters like divisions, immorality, and
worship practices, highlighting love as the greatest virtue. He confirms the resurrection of
Christ and its implications for believers.

Title and Author: The book of 1 Corinthians is attributed to the Apostle Paul. It is the first of
two canonical letters written by Paul to the church in Corinth.

Historical Context: 1 Corinthians was written around AD 55 during Paul’s third missionary
journey, likely from Ephesus. Corinth was a major city in ancient Greece, known for its wealth,
commerce, and moral decadence. The city was a melting pot of cultures and religions, which
presented unique challenges for the early Christian community.

Audience and Purpose: Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church, a diverse group of Jews and
Gentiles, addresses internal divisions, moral issues, and doctrinal questions. He aims to correct
errors, clarify misunderstandings about spiritual gifts and the Resurrection, and promote unity
and holiness within the struggling congregation.

Genre and Style: 1 Corinthians is an epistle, characterized by its didactic and corrective tone.
Paul uses rhetorical questions, analogies, and direct instructions to convey his message.



