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CROW FLIES
Arturo Chavez looks to the skies to create his latest paintings

By John O'Hern

Arturo Chavez has always wanted to
fly. As a little boy, he could ... until his
mother told him he hadn't. ..and then

he couldn't ... but he still flies in his dreams.
Parachutes, hang gliders, sailplanes,

ultralight craft and, in his early 20s, a pilot's
license for small planes got him off the ground.
For a number of years he was a mission pilot
for the Civil Air Patrol. In 1983, however, he
planted his feet firmly on the ground in front of
an easel and, ever since, has wanted to capture
the sensation of flight in his paintings.

Born in Embudo, in the Rio Grande Gorge
south of Taos, New Mexico, Chavez has had

an attraction to the monumental beauty of the
region since his youth. Today, he is "dedicated
to preserving the landscape, by painting it." He
is a 13th generation New Mexican.

His painting process involves plein air
studies done on location as well as photographs
and drawings. He says, "The human eye is far
more sensitive to subtle variations in color than
can be revealed in photographs. Knowing my
subject matter firsthand helps me to convey
feeling in my paintings." He combines the
information on a detailed perspective drawing
which he then transfers to the canvas.

For the past 10 years he has been imagining

and planning how he could photograph Spider
Rock, a sacred site for the Navajo within
Canyon de Chelly in the Navajo Nation. Spider
Rock began to form 230 million years ago as
its sandstone began to be laid down. Wind
and water have eroded the rock to create a
7S0-foot-high megalith that the Navajo believe
is the home of Spider Woman. Spider Woman
brought the art of loom weaving to the ancient
Dine and her husband, Spider Man, who
created the wooden loom. One of the stories
passed down from generation to generation is
that the top of Spider Rock is white because
of all the bones of little children who were
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