
 1 

Buile Hill Mansion Group 
 

25 May 2022 
 

Meeting commenced: 11.00am  
                    ended: 12.00pm 
 
Attendance 
 
 
Peter Openshaw (Chair) Assistant Director, Place, SCC 
Dave Seager Assistant Director, Operational & 

Community Services 
Andrew Cartwright Head of Service – Strategic Delivery, SCC 
Les Woolhouse Building Surveying Manager, SCC 
Dominic Clarke Head of Citywide & Community Services 
Annie Surtees Greenspace and Streetscene Manager, 

SCC 
Rebecca Roberts Superintendent Registrar, SCC 
Paul Gill    Senior Development Manager, SCC 
Tony Fitzgerald NHS Salford CCG  
Jenni-Anne Smith Buile Hill Mansion Association (BHMA) 
 
Apologies 
 
Andrea Hodges Deputy Superintendent Registrar, SCC 
Rob Jepson Salford Royal Foundation Trust 
Wendy Francis Buile Hill Mansion Association (BHMA) 
 
 
1.0 Welcome and introductions  
 
1.1  Pete Openshaw welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
  

2.0 Declarations of interest  
 
2.1 None.  
 
3.0 Minutes of the last meeting – 28-04-22 
 
3.1 Agreed as a correct record. 
 
3.2 All actions from the April meeting are on the agenda with the exception 

of the site visit for Registrars is taking place on Thursday 26 May.  
 
4.0 Small scale works / ‘quick wins’ 
 
4.1 Les Woolhouse updated that the clearance works are complete. Les also 

updated that the timber treatment works are now expected to start on 
site in August and complete in October 2022 due to a request from 
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Historic England during the discharge of conditions to formally record 
aspects / features of heritage significance. 

 
5.0 Planning update 
 
5.1 Paul Gill updated that our planning consultants Aecom have indicated 

that a robust argument on numbers would be required to justify the 
proposed level of car parking provision. Pete Openshaw queried with the 
group if they are happy with the proposed level of parking (current 
proposal of 123 spaces). The group confirmed that for now we should 
retain the 123 spaces and this can be reviewed at a later date if for 
instance cost becomes an issue.  

 
Agreed: Retain the level of parking provision at 123 spaces. 
 
5.2 Paul Gill also updated that Aecom are advising a cautious approach to 

the treatment of the depot given the park is also listed alongside the 
mansion. Pete Openshaw queried with the group if the preference would 
be to twin-track a demolition application for the depot alongside a Listed 
Building and planning application for the project or submit one 
application for everything. The group agreed the preference would be to 
submit one application for all works. 

 
Agreed: To submit one application for the whole project. 
 
 5.3 Jenni Anne-Smith queried if the planning application will be shared with 

the group prior to submission. Les Woolhouse responded that it would 
and it could also be shared with Community Committee. 

 
6.0 Mansion update 
 
6.1 Les Woolhouse updated that the RIBA stage 2 (concept design) will be 

complete shortly. Les also updated that the lead designer for the scheme 

has recently left to take up a position elsewhere and SCC is looking to 

backfill the post as soon as possible and commented that should there 

be a delay in recruiting there is a risk to the programme. Les added that 

one of the key issues the design team is working through currently is the 

listed status of the building and how we run services / ventilation through 

the building. This is why the survey of aspects / features of heritage 

significance is important. 

 

6.2 Les Woolhouse also updated that the interior design workshops are 

scheduled for Wednesday 8 June to discuss the specification of the café, 

function room and ceremony rooms and Registrars and Citywide are 

invited to the meetings. 

 

6.3 Pete Openshaw updated that the business plan from CBRE was 

received last night and we will update on this at the next meeting once it 

has been digested. 
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Action: Include update and discussion on business plan at next meeting.  

 

6.4 Rebecca Roberts queried if the previous consultations went into detail 

regarding asking people’s views of relocating the Registrars Service, 

travel options etc as this is something that the General Registrars Office 

(GRO) will require from the council ahead of the relocation. Jenni Anne-

Smith responded by outlining the previous two consultations but the 

group agreed that this didn’t go into the level of detail required for the 

GRO. 

 
7.0 Depot and external design update 
 
7.1 Paul Gill shared a plan of the latest external proposals and identified that 

the path to the mansion had now been re-aligned to avoid having to 
reduce the northern extent of the sensory garden. Pete Openshaw 
queried whether the visit to the RHS had taken place to review materials. 
Jenni Anne-Smith commented that a date was now in the diaries, but 
Annie Surtees commented that the date was problematic in terms of 
progressing the design of the sensory garden. Annie suggested that as 
an interim way forward provided the footprint remains similar to existing 
and the raised beds remain, the Landscape Architects begin progressing 
reviewing the infrastructure and materials. Jenni Anne-Smith confirmed 
that that seemed a sensible approach and this could be reviewed in light 
of anything that comes out of the visit to the RHS. 

 
7.2 Paul Gill also updated that the materials, planting, screening and levels 

of the car park are currently being reviewed in view of the pre-application 
comments received from the Local Planning Authority (LPA). 

 
7.3 Andy Cartwright updated that three proposals had been received in 

response to the expression of interest (EOI) exercise for the southern 
part of the depot, all from community organisations or at a peppercorn 
rent. A meeting to review these is programmed in this afternoon. Pete 
Openshaw commented that an acknowledgment should be sent out to 
all three parties ahead of a formal decision being made in due course. 
Andy added that an update would be provided at the next meeting. 

 
Action: Andy Cartwright to send out acknowledgement responses to the 

three parties interested in the depot. 
 
8.0 Programme 
 
8.1 Paul Gill updated that the current programme has the planning 

application being submitted in early September for decision by 

Christmas assuming the standard 13-week timescale. Following that 

procurement would begin in the new year with a view to a start on site in 

April 2023. Pete Openshaw queried if the procurement could be run in 

tandem with the planning application. Les Woolhouse responded that the 
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detailed design would be undertaken whilst a planning decision was 

pending and so they would need to be sequential rather than concurrent. 

 
9.0 Funding 
 
9.1 Pete Openshaw updated that the council’s capital programme had been 

approved and Section 106 had also been secured and there is an 
intention to try and secure further monies towards the cost of the scheme 
from external funders.  

 
10.0 AOB 
 
10.1 None. 
 
11.0 Date and time of next meeting 
 

Wednesday 29 June 2022, 2.00 – 3.30, MS Teams 


