


BASILICA
OF GUADALUPE

It is the main shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe and one of the most important
Catholic pilgrimage sites in the world, drawing millions of believers each year. The INAH
considers the entire town of Guadalupe to be a site of fundamental importance to Mexico’s

religious and cultural history.




In December 1531, Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin, a
Nahua indigenous man, was on Tepeyac Hill, where
he encountered the Virgin Guadalupe, who asked
him to convey to Bishop Fray Juan de Zumarraga her
wish that a church to be built on that site.

To prove that he had spoken with the Virgin, Juan
Diego brought the bishop some roses he had picked
on Tepeyac. When he opened his tilma, the roses fell
out, showing the image of the Virgin of Guadalupe
imprinted on it. From that moment, construction
began on a small chapel on the hill, which eventually
proved insufficient as devotion to her grew more and
more.

THE OLD BASILICA

Construction of the building as we know it today began in 1695, and it was consecrated
and dedicated to the Virgin on April 27, 1709. The project was carried out by architects
Pedro de Arrieta and José Duran. Today, it is known as the Expiatory Temple of Christ

the King.

For centuries, this was the main Guadalupe shrine. However, the ground on which it was
built began to exhibit significant settlement problems. The structure became distorted,
and there was even a risk of collapse. For this reason, it was decided to build a new
shrine. In 1976, the image of the Virgin was moved to the new basilica, and the old
church ceased to function as the main shrine.
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CURRENT BASILICA

Construction began in 1974, and the sanctuary was dedicated on October 12, 1976. The
image of the Virgin of Guadalupe was solemnly transferred from the old basilica to the
new sanctuary. One of the most interesting features is that the building has a circular
floor plan, which allows a large number of people to view the image of the Virgin from
virtually any point inside.

The Basilica is designed not only to allow people to enter, but also to enable millions of
pilgrims to move through the sanctuary, admiring the image of the Virgin, on a
continuous basis.

To understand the significance of the Basilica, one must
view it as more than just a religious temple. Our Lady of
Guadalupe has become a symbol that spans the history of
Mexico: the colonial era, Independence, the Revolution, and
contemporary Mexico. For many, it is a matter of faith, but
also of identity, tradition, and a sense of belonging.

During Mexico's war of independence, Father Miguel
Hidalgo used an image of the Virgin as a banner since she
was a figure revered by indigenous people, mestizos, and
creoles, thereby uniting people from different social groups
in the struggle.

Miguel Hidalgo with the
banner of the Virgin of
Guadalupe




THE TOWN OF GUADALUPE

The Basilica is not just a building. The Town of Guadalupe is a historic complex that
includes various spaces and churches.

BASILICA OF GUADALUPE

CHAPEL OF THE HILL CHAPEL OF THE WELL
It is located on the upper part of Tepeyac and It is associated with a spring that once
is connected to the site associated with one existed in the area and is another of the
of the apparitions. historic structures in the complex.

GUADALUPE BASILICA
MUSEUM

A collection of religious art
created over the course of
several centuries.




DAY OF THE VIRGIN

December 12 is the most important celebration, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

It marks the culmination of the Fiestas Guadalupanas, which begin several days earlier
and draw a huge influx of pilgrims to Mexico City. The date commemorates the final
encounter between Juan Diego and the Virgin. Pilgrims arrive from all over Mexico and
from other countries as well. Some walk for kilometers carrying enormous statues of the
Virgin or even on their knees to show their devotion.

One of the best-known traditions begins on the evening of December 11. Thousands of
people gather for a group serenade to sing “Las Mananitas a la Virgen”. Even artists and
musical groups take part in this celebration.

Mexico  City  authorities  reported
approximately 13 million visitors during
the holiday season in 2025.

The celebrations include church Masses,
traditional dances, music, and singing, as
well as visits to the image of the Virgin to
make requests or give thanks.




TEOTIHUACAN

Its name comes from the Nahuatl language and means “the place where the gods were created”
or “the place where the gods were born.” According to Mexica tradition, it was here that the gods
gathered to bring about the Fifth Sun, the era in which we currently live. For this reason,
Teotihuacan was considered a sacred site, a symbol of the beginning of a new era for humanity.

One of the greatest mysteries in archaeology is the identity of Teotihuacan’s founders. To this day, it
is not known for certain which people built it or what the city’s original name was.

In 1987, Teotihuacan was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site for its extraordinary historical
and cultural value. Despite more than a century of archaeological research, there are still tunnels,
structures, and secrets beneath the city that continue to be the subject of study.
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PYRAMID OF THE

The Pyramid of the Sun is the largest structure in Teotihuacan. It was built around 200 A.D.
and stands approximately 65 meters tall, with a base measuring more than 220 meters on
each side.

One of the most significant discoveries was a natural cave located beneath the pyramid.
Many experts believe that this cave was the primary reason for building the pyramid at that
site, making it one of the city’s most important ceremonial spaces.

Interestingly, there is no definitive evidence that it was dedicated to the Sun God. The name
“Pyramid of the Sun” was given by European explorers centuries after Teotihuacan was
abandoned. Some researchers believe it may have been related to a solar deity, while others
think it was dedicated to fertility, water, the god of fire, or even the creation of the universe.
To this day, its exact function remains one of the great mysteries of archaeology.
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Located at the northern end of the Avenue of the Dead, the Pyramid of the Moon was built
between A.D. 100 and 450 and served as the setting for important religious ceremonies. At
the foot of the pyramid stands Structure A, framed by two plinths; its interior houses nine
altars representing the cardinal and intercardinal directions, as well as the center—the axis of
the Teotihuacan universe.

Although it is shorter than the Pyramid of the Sun, it was built on elevated ground, which
makes both pyramids appear to be of similar height when viewed from the Avenue of the
Dead.

From its base, one can enjoy one of the most iconic views of Teotihuacan, with the Avenue of
the Dead stretching toward the Pyramid of the Sun.

VIEW FROM THE PYRAMID OF THE MOON




DE LA LUNA *
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A large ceremonial space located in front of the Pyramid of the Moon at the northern end of
the Avenue of the Dead. It was built during the final stages of Teotihuacan's development.
At the base of the Pyramid of the Moon stands Structure A, a square space with 10 small
altars related to the Mesoamerican conception of the universe, also known as the Quincunx.

Some of Teotihuacan's largest sculptures have been
found in this plaza, including the monolith of
Chalchiuhtlicue—"“she who wears a jade skirt"—known
as the goddess of terrestrial or fresh water (rivers, lakes,
and springs), which has also linked this plaza to water
and fertility.

Evidence has been found of ritual burials involving
humans and other sacrificed animals in the area,
indicating the religious and ceremonial importance of
this site, with offerings consecrating the space.

The Quincunx, or four-petaled flower, is a
geometric symbol consisting of five points
(four forming a square and one in the center)
that represented the four cardinal directions of
the universe and the center. This same symbol
is depicted in the Temple of Quetzalcdatl.

Monolith of Chalchiuhtlicue at the
National Museum of Anthropology
and History.



QUETZALPAPALOTL
PALACE

The true name of this temple is unknown. Its
current name is based on the images depicted on
its pillars: a bird associated with the quetzal
combined with butterfly wings. This temple is part
of the ceremonial areas of the Plaza de la Luna.

What is fascinating about the pillars is that the
image changes depending on the angle from
which it is viewed: from the front, one can make
out the head of the quetzal and the butterfly wings;
fromm another angle, it resembles an owl or a
nocturnal bird.

The National Institute of Anthropology and History considers the Quetzalpapalotl to be a
genuine palace; it has been linked to the Teotihuacan elite, and it has been suggested
that it may have been inhabited by priests or leaders.

Traces of pigments have also been found on the pillars, including Maya blue and
hematite red, suggesting that this building was polychrome.

Reconstruction of the Quetzalpapdlot! Courtyard, Jorge Acosta, 1964



JAGUARS'
COURTYARD

On a lower level of the Quetzalpapalot| Palace is the “Courtyard of the Jaguars,” which is
believed to have served as an antechamber to the temple's other upper spaces due to
the difference in levels.

It gets its name from its
impressive murals depicting
jaguars adorned with large
feathered snails, raindrops, and
comma symbols called
“virgulas” (glyphs used by
Mesoamerican peoples to
represent sounds), which has
led to the interpretation of the
scenes as rituals related to

music and rain.

In addition to the jaguars with the snails, images of other smaller felines have been
identified, covered in a snake-like reticulated pattern, which appear alongside a pair of
human hands. The meaning of this scene remains a mystery; there is still no definitive
interpretation. However, these elements are not isolated, as the snake—like the jaguar
—also occupies a central place in Mesoamerican iconography.

The jaguar represents the ultimate symbol of power, strength, and spiritual
connection; its nocturnal habits and spotted coat led to its association with the night
and the starry sky, and it is believed to have the ability to travel between the earthly
world and the underworld.




The Temple of Quetzalcoatl (the Feathered Serpent) is located within the complex known as
La Ciudadela and is one of the buildings with the most beautiful and intricate decorations
from the pre-Hispanic era. It was built around 250 AD and is notable for its sculptures of
feathered serpents swimming among shells and snails, alternating with depictions
associated with Tlaloc, the god of rain.

A 120-meter-long tunnel was discovered beneath the temple, which had been sealed off by
the Teotihuacans themselves. In 2013, using a robot named Tlaloc II-TC, researchers
determined that there are three chambers at the end of the tunnel.

A colorful replica of the Temple of Quetzalcoatl at Description from “General History
the National Museum of Anthropology and of Art” by José Pijoan. Espasa Calpe
History. S.A., Madrid, 1946.




Interestingly, the Teotihuacans never called it the “Avenue of the Dead.” That name was given
by the Mexicas when they discovered the city centuries later. Upon observing the platforms

and bases flanking the avenue, they thought they were tombs of ancient rulers and called it
Miccaotli, which means “Path of the Dead.” Today we know that those structures were
temples, altars, ceremonial buildings, and residences of the elite—not a cemetery.

The original surface of the avenue lies several meters below the current level due to centuries
of soil and sediment accumulation. Archaeologists have excavated various sections to reveal
the true height of plazas, stairways, and buildings, allowing us to appreciate what this
impressive city looked like in its heyday.




MUSEUM OF THE
TEOTIHUACAN CULTURE

Through its more than 600 exhibits—ranging from everyday utensils to works of art and religious
artifacts—it tells the story of the people who inhabited the valley between the 2nd century B.C. and
the 8th century. The museum is divided into eight galleries that showcase different aspects of
society, such as economic, political, technological, and religious life.

Its large window frames the Pyramid of the Sun—the valley's largest and most important structure
—which contrasts with the exhibited objects made of materials such as stone, wood, bone, shell, and
obsidian, some of which are the result of a vast trade network.

The first site museum was built in 1910 on the orders of President Porfirio Diaz. Between the 1960s
and 1980s, an approach was developed to display the artifacts in their original context, allowing
visitors to appreciate them not only aesthetically but also from an anthropological perspective.



HAIGHLIGHTS

GREEN STONE MASK

En example of the artisans'
incredible work.

THEATER-STYLE INCENSE
BURNER

BURIAL OF A TEOTIHUACAN
MAN

An example of the incredible work TRIPOD CUP WITH A JAGUAR
of the artisans. WARRIOR



MUSEUM OF
TEOTIHUACAN'S GREATNESS

Its purpose is to show visitors that Teotihuacan was not just a collection of pyramids, but a
true metropolis, home to more than 100,000 inhabitants at the height of its development.
With approximately 174 artifacts, the exhibition helps us imagine the scale and complexity
of this great city: how society was organized among the monumental complexes and
residential neighborhoods, the processes of agricultural and artisanal production, its trade
networks, what its people believed in, and what their daily lives were like.

Thanks to its sculptures, figurines, and tools, we can appreciate this civilization’s ability to
extract, transport, and carve raw materials such as precious and volcanic stones.




During your visit to Teotihuacan, you'll see many objects—such as tools, weapons, and ritual
items—made of a dark, shiny material. This is obsidian: a fundamental raw material that
forms naturally when silica-rich lava cools so rapidly that its components don't have time to
organize into crystals, resulting in this volcanic glass. This is why its structure is irregular;

when broken, it produces a very distinctive fracture (curved or conchoidal), capable of
creating extremely sharp edges.




This type of glass is not found at just any volcano. There are several deposits in Mexico, and
specifically regarding Teotihuacan, there are two major sources: Sierra de las Navajas in
Hidalgo and Otumba in the State of Mexico.

In addition to black, obsidian can be found in other colors such as gray, brown, green, and
other shades, depending on its composition and the conditions under which it formed. The
people of Teotihuacan attributed different political and religious meanings to the various
colors of obsidian.

CAVE ON CERRO DE LA NAVAJA,
OBSIDIAN IN VARIOUS COLORS HIDALGO

MAIN USES

Because it produced very sharp edges, it was ideal for making weapons, knives for ritual
and household use, scrapers, projectile points, and tools for cutting and working with
various materials.

Artisans also created figurines and eccentric ornaments from this material. Small snake-
shaped figurines have been found that are thought to have been used as insignia associated
with positions of power. Obsidian pieces have also been found placed as offerings in
temples, pyramids, and burial sites.
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SNAKE-SHAPED FIGURE KNIVES SPEARHEADS AND

FIGURINES



Among the ritual uses were obsidian mirrors,
directly associated with the god Tezcatlipoca,
“smoking mirror,” who was linked to destiny,
vision, and knowledge of the occult. He was
depicted with a serpent or an obsidian mirror in
place of a foot; his mirror allowed him to reflect
the souls and destiny of humanity. For this reason,
mirrors were associated with divination and the
ability to reveal what we normally cannot see with

TEZCATLIPOCA GOD the naked eye.

OBSIDIAN AROUND THE WORLD

Obsidian is found in various volcanic regions of the Americas, Europe, Asia, and Africa.
There is evidence of its prehistoric use in areas such as Italy, Greece, Japan, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Tanzania, and the United States. A fascinating fact is that archaeologists can now
trace the origin of obsidian by analyzing its chemical composition, which allows us to
determine which volcano a piece came from and reconstruct the routes it took.

OBSIDIAN IN THE PRESENT

Today, this material is believed to possess various properties, such as providing
protection and energetic cleansing, as well as improving emotional balance for those
who wear it in necklaces and bracelets. It is also believed to promote introspection and
allow one to see hidden aspects of oneself. Many people use obsidian figurines to
improve concentration and in meditation practices.

In recent years, many people have learned about obsidian thanks to the television series
“Game of Thrones’, where it appears under the name “dragonglass” and is used to
create weapons against fantastical creatures called “white walkers.”

OBSIDIAN TOOLS FROM THE JOMON PERIOD IN A SCENE FROM “CAME OF THRONES"
JAPAN WHERE THEY SHOW THE DRAGON GLASS



0

o, RS

RS

s
TEOTIHUACAN

It is the main gateway to the archaeological site of Teotihuacan. The municipality blends its
pre-Hispanic legacy with its colonial heritage. After the Spanish conquest, churches, plazas,
and buildings were constructed that today form part of its historical heritage, creating a

unique contrast between two eras in Mexico's history.




PLAZA
JUAREZ

It's the heart of the town and an ideal
place to rest after touring the pyramids.

+ HIGHLIGHTS

CRAFT
MARKET

You'll find obsidian figurines, clay
figurines, jewelry, pre-Hispanic masks,
textiles, and pottery.

LOCAL
GASTRONOMY

Some classics like tlacoyos, mixiotes,
barbacoa, escamoles, natural or aged
pulgue, and, of course, dessert.

REGIONAL
PRODUCTS

You'll be able to sample artisanal
ligueurs, jams, honey, sauces, and
products made from nopal.
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DIVINE CHILD REDEEMER
CATHEDRAL

It is one of the most important religious buildings in the Teotihuacan Valley and the seat
of the Diocese of Teotihuacan, a church with more than 475 years of history. Its origins
date back to 1548, when Franciscan friars built the church as part of the former Convent
of San Juan Bautista, one of the first religious complexes erected during the
evangelization of New Spain.

It is @ magnificent example of 16th-century religious architecture. Its facade, built with
volcanic stone from the region, features a sober style with Plateresque details,
characteristic of the early viceregal period.

In 1934, the Mexican government designated it a Historic Monument, recognizing its
great architectural and cultural value.




It was built just a few decades after the conquest of Mexico and was dedicated to the
evangelization of the region.

The walls inside the church are adorned with paintings; the most impressive is the mural
depicting Jacob’s dream of the ladder to heaven. Inside the church is a small chapel built
primarily for the veneration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. A notable feature is the niche housing
the image of the Sacred Heart, with a mural in the background depicting angels
contemplating the majesty of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
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https://www.google.com/search?q=ekinox+tours%2C+mza+01+lte+4+c-07+local+4%2C+hotel+plaza+krystal%2C+av.sayil%2C+sm+4a%2C+77500+canc%C3%BAn%2C+q.r.&sca_esv=1015d95145c943a4&sxsrf=APpeQnvx5PBTpaOVsPJ5iuRm_Y3-IDpC3w%3A1784816926460&source=hp&ei=HiViaqTEGYugur8P2YnxiQI&iflsig=ABILxe8AAAAAamIzLv13wojRpv1RHCw_rfCanyiFbkDf&oq=ekinox+to&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Iglla2lub3ggdG8qAggAMgQQIxgnMgUQABiABDIIEAAYgAQYywEyCBAAGIAEGMsBMgsQLhivARjHARiABDIIEAAYgAQYywEyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkjPGFAAWOIHcAB4AJABAJgBgQGgAa8IqgEDMC45uAEByAEA-AEBmAIJoALPCMICChAjGPAFGMkCGCfCAgUQLhiABMICERAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGMcBGNEDwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAg4QLhiABBiKBRixAxiDAcICDhAAGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYxwEYrwHCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQLhiABBixA8ICBxAAGIAEGAqYAwCSBwMwLjmgB85osgcDMC45uAfPCMIHBTAuOC4xyAcWgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz#lrd=0x8f4c2957ad030743:0xb92f5efd84deae31,3,,,,
https://www.google.com/search?q=ekinox+tours%2C+mza+01+lte+4+c-07+local+4%2C+hotel+plaza+krystal%2C+av.sayil%2C+sm+4a%2C+77500+canc%C3%BAn%2C+q.r.&sca_esv=1015d95145c943a4&sxsrf=APpeQnvx5PBTpaOVsPJ5iuRm_Y3-IDpC3w%3A1784816926460&source=hp&ei=HiViaqTEGYugur8P2YnxiQI&iflsig=ABILxe8AAAAAamIzLv13wojRpv1RHCw_rfCanyiFbkDf&oq=ekinox+to&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Iglla2lub3ggdG8qAggAMgQQIxgnMgUQABiABDIIEAAYgAQYywEyCBAAGIAEGMsBMgsQLhivARjHARiABDIIEAAYgAQYywEyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkjPGFAAWOIHcAB4AJABAJgBgQGgAa8IqgEDMC45uAEByAEA-AEBmAIJoALPCMICChAjGPAFGMkCGCfCAgUQLhiABMICERAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGMcBGNEDwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAg4QLhiABBiKBRixAxiDAcICDhAAGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYxwEYrwHCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQLhiABBixA8ICBxAAGIAEGAqYAwCSBwMwLjmgB85osgcDMC45uAfPCMIHBTAuOC4xyAcWgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz#lrd=0x8f4c2957ad030743:0xb92f5efd84deae31,3,,,,
https://www.google.com/search?q=ekinox+tours%2C+mza+01+lte+4+c-07+local+4%2C+hotel+plaza+krystal%2C+av.sayil%2C+sm+4a%2C+77500+canc%C3%BAn%2C+q.r.&sca_esv=1015d95145c943a4&sxsrf=APpeQnvx5PBTpaOVsPJ5iuRm_Y3-IDpC3w%3A1784816926460&source=hp&ei=HiViaqTEGYugur8P2YnxiQI&iflsig=ABILxe8AAAAAamIzLv13wojRpv1RHCw_rfCanyiFbkDf&oq=ekinox+to&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Iglla2lub3ggdG8qAggAMgQQIxgnMgUQABiABDIIEAAYgAQYywEyCBAAGIAEGMsBMgsQLhivARjHARiABDIIEAAYgAQYywEyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkjPGFAAWOIHcAB4AJABAJgBgQGgAa8IqgEDMC45uAEByAEA-AEBmAIJoALPCMICChAjGPAFGMkCGCfCAgUQLhiABMICERAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGMcBGNEDwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAg4QLhiABBiKBRixAxiDAcICDhAAGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYxwEYrwHCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQLhiABBixA8ICBxAAGIAEGAqYAwCSBwMwLjmgB85osgcDMC45uAfPCMIHBTAuOC4xyAcWgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz#lrd=0x8f4c2957ad030743:0xb92f5efd84deae31,3,,,,
https://www.google.com/search?q=ekinox+tours%2C+mza+01+lte+4+c-07+local+4%2C+hotel+plaza+krystal%2C+av.sayil%2C+sm+4a%2C+77500+canc%C3%BAn%2C+q.r.&sca_esv=1015d95145c943a4&sxsrf=APpeQnvx5PBTpaOVsPJ5iuRm_Y3-IDpC3w%3A1784816926460&source=hp&ei=HiViaqTEGYugur8P2YnxiQI&iflsig=ABILxe8AAAAAamIzLv13wojRpv1RHCw_rfCanyiFbkDf&oq=ekinox+to&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Iglla2lub3ggdG8qAggAMgQQIxgnMgUQABiABDIIEAAYgAQYywEyCBAAGIAEGMsBMgsQLhivARjHARiABDIIEAAYgAQYywEyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHkjPGFAAWOIHcAB4AJABAJgBgQGgAa8IqgEDMC45uAEByAEA-AEBmAIJoALPCMICChAjGPAFGMkCGCfCAgUQLhiABMICERAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGMcBGNEDwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAg4QLhiABBiKBRixAxiDAcICDhAAGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYxwEYrwHCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAggQLhiABBixA8ICBxAAGIAEGAqYAwCSBwMwLjmgB85osgcDMC45uAfPCMIHBTAuOC4xyAcWgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz#lrd=0x8f4c2957ad030743:0xb92f5efd84deae31,3,,,,
https://www.tripadvisor.com.mx/UserReviewEdit-g150800-d34449714-Ekinox_Tours_Ciudad_de_Mexico-Mexico_City_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com.mx/UserReviewEdit-g150800-d34449714-Ekinox_Tours_Ciudad_de_Mexico-Mexico_City_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com.mx/UserReviewEdit-g150800-d34449714-Ekinox_Tours_Ciudad_de_Mexico-Mexico_City_Central_Mexico_and_Gulf_Coast.html
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	What is fascinating about the pillars is that the image changes depending on the angle from which it is viewed: from the front, one can make out the head of the quetzal and the butterfly wings; from another angle, it resembles an owl or a nocturnal bird.
	The National Institute of Anthropology and History considers the Quetzalpapálotl to be a genuine palace; it has been linked to the Teotihuacan elite, and it has been suggested that it may have been inhabited by priests or leaders.
	Traces of pigments have also been found on the pillars, including Maya blue and hematite red, suggesting that this building was polychrome.


	JAGUARS’
	COURTYARD
	TEMPLE OF

	QUETZALCOATL
	The Temple of Quetzalcoatl (the Feathered Serpent) is located within the complex known as La Ciudadela and is one of the buildings with the most beautiful and intricate decorations from the pre-Hispanic era. It was built around 250 AD and is notable for its sculptures of feathered serpents swimming among shells and snails, alternating with depictions associated with Tlaloc, the god of rain.
	A 120-meter-long tunnel was discovered beneath the temple, which had been sealed off by the Teotihuacans themselves. In 2013, using a robot named Tláloc II-TC, researchers determined that there are three chambers at the end of the tunnel.
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	GREEN STONE MASK
	BURIAL OF A TEOTIHUACAN MAN
	THEATER-STYLE INCENSE BURNER
	TRIPOD CUP WITH A JAGUAR WARRIOR
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	TEOTIHUACAN'S GREATNESS
	OBSIDIAN
	This type of glass is not found at just any volcano. There are several deposits in Mexico, and specifically regarding Teotihuacán, there are two major sources: Sierra de las Navajas in Hidalgo and Otumba in the State of Mexico.
	In addition to black, obsidian can be found in other colors such as gray, brown, green, and other shades, depending on its composition and the conditions under which it formed. The people of Teotihuacán attributed different political and religious meanings to the various colors of obsidian.

	MAIN USES
	Because it produced very sharp edges, it was ideal for making weapons, knives for ritual and household use, scrapers, projectile points, and tools for cutting and working with various materials.
	Artisans also created figurines and eccentric ornaments from this material. Small snake-shaped figurines have been found that are thought to have been used as insignia associated with positions of power. Obsidian pieces have also been found placed as offerings in temples, pyramids, and burial sites.
	TEZCATLIPOCA GOD
	Among the ritual uses were obsidian mirrors, directly associated with the god Tezcatlipoca, “smoking mirror,” who was linked to destiny, vision, and knowledge of the occult. He was depicted with a serpent or an obsidian mirror in place of a foot; his mirror allowed him to reflect the souls and destiny of humanity. For this reason, mirrors were associated with divination and the ability to reveal what we normally cannot see with the naked eye.


	OBSIDIAN AROUND THE WORLD
	Obsidian is found in various volcanic regions of the Americas, Europe, Asia, and Africa. There is evidence of its prehistoric use in areas such as Italy, Greece, Japan, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, and the United States. A fascinating fact is that archaeologists can now trace the origin of obsidian by analyzing its chemical composition, which allows us to determine which volcano a piece came from and reconstruct the routes it took.

	OBSIDIAN IN THE PRESENT
	Today, this material is believed to possess various properties, such as providing protection and energetic cleansing, as well as improving emotional balance for those who wear it in necklaces and bracelets. It is also believed to promote introspection and allow one to see hidden aspects of oneself. Many people use obsidian figurines to improve concentration and in meditation practices.
	In recent years, many people have learned about obsidian thanks to the television series “Game of Thrones”, where it appears under the name “dragonglass” and is used to create weapons against fantastical creatures called “white walkers.”
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	DIVINE CHILD REDEEMER
	CATHEDRAL

	It was built just a few decades after the conquest of Mexico and was dedicated to the evangelization of the region.
	The walls inside the church are adorned with paintings; the most impressive is the mural depicting Jacob’s dream of the ladder to heaven. Inside the church is a small chapel built primarily for the veneration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. A notable feature is the niche housing the image of the Sacred Heart, with a mural in the background depicting angels contemplating the majesty of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
	ENJOY YOUR
	TOUR!
	RATE YOUR EXPERIENCE


