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29/9 Kruje

After breakfast we will head to Kruja where we will visit the ancient Kruja Castle, we
will walk to a splendid panorama of Kruja and the surrounding area. The Kruja
Bazaar which is famous for being one of the oldest in Albania. The construction of
the beautiful and fascinating marketplace of Krujé dates back over 400 years, and
was the starting point of free trade among the city’s most established merchants.
Whether you need a traditionally-crafted rug, or masterfully-made copper products
from the renowned craftsmen who work here, you can find every object of interest
you might need! Other items in the fascinating bazaar include genuine handcrafted
items, and silver jewellery that is known to last a lifetime. After our tour, we will be
back at the hotel for lunch.
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*The excursions plan may be changed according to the tour guide discretion.
** 50% discount for kids under the age of 12.
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01/10 Shkoder

After breakfast we will start our day tour by visiting the old part of the city of Shkodar.
We will visit Rozafa Castle which stands above the confluence of its three rivers, the
Drini, the Kiri and the Buna, and thus controls all but the northern approach to the
city. Itis an excellent place for a castle and has been fortified since lllyrian

times, when the Ardiaean queen Teuta launched her attacks on the Romans from

it. Traces of the lllyrian walls, constructed of large stones with no mortar, can still be
seen at the entrance to the castle. The third section of the castle was the

real fortress, with underground stairways and tunnels connecting to different parts of
the citadel. Some of the entrances to these secret passageways can still be seen,
although the tunnels themselves are not open.

After our visit in the castle, we will travel to Shkodar’s lake, the largest lake of the
Balkans. Shkodar Lakeis one of the largest bird reserves in Europe, having 270 bird
species, among which are some of the last pelicans in Europe, and thus popular with
birders. We will take a boat ride on the lake, and enjoy its natural beauty, and views.
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*The excursions plan may be changed according to the tour guide discretion.
** 50% discount for kids under the age of 12.
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02/10 Tirana

We will drive to Tirana where we will visit the city: Et'hem Bey Mosque, Clock

Tower, the Italian-designed government buildings, main boulevard, National

Bank, the Palace of Culture, National Museum (the museum’s main facade is
characterized by a large mosaic named “The Albanians”, which represents this
people’s ongoing struggle of survival from ancient times to the modern day), finishing
with the Holocaust Memorial. The inscription on the Holocaust Memorial is written in
three languages: English, Hebrew an Albanian and it says that Albanians, Christians
and Muslim endangered their lives to protect and save the Jews during the war.
Albania is the only country in the world where the number of Jews after the war was
higher than before and during the war.

Tirana, a very pleasant little city, and the cultural, entertainment and political centre
of Albania. Home to a rapidly-growing population of nearly one million. Tirana has a
buzz you won't find anywhere else in this beguiling nation, located on the site of a
Byzantine fortress and has been the capital of Albania since 1920.

After the city tour, we will go to Dajti mountain with the cable car, where we will
escape the noise and energy of Albania’s larger city, finding peace and quiet in the
picturesque hills of Mt. Dajti (Mali i Dajtit). Fit travelers can hike along scenic trails to
the top of this 1,613-meter tall mountain. But those who prefer to take in nature in a
more leisurely way can still access all this beautiful destination has to offer, thanks to
a cable car that provides a fast track option straight to the top. We will be able to look
out over epic views that include the Adriatic Sea, the Port of Durres and more.
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*The excursions plan may be changed according to the tour guide discretion.
** 50% discount for kids under the age of 12.
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03/10 Vlore

After breakfast we drive towards Vlora where we will visit the Flag Square, the
Independence Monument, the Flagpole Monument and the tomb of Ismail Qemali.
Near to the squere we will be able to see the 5-century-old monument of enormous
significance the Muradie mosque, built in 1542 by Sinan, the most famous Ottoman
architect of the period, the mosque is a fascinating destination for architecture lovers.
Near the Mosque, the government is working to finish the jewish museum (hope will
be opened in October).

After our visit in Vlore, we will take a boat from Vlore to Sazan Island, where we will
visit its old inhabited town. Thereafter, we will continue with the boat to Karaburun
Peninsula, where we will hear about its history and enjoy its views. We will then go
back to Vlore port.
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*The excursions plan may be changed according to the tour guide discretion.
** 50% discount for kids under the age of 12.


https://www.intoalbania.com/attraction/flag-square/
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04/10 — Berat

After breakfast we will drive toward Berat the 2,400 years-old city, the pride

of Albanian architecture which is under the protection of UNESCO. The city forms a
wonderful combination of eastern and western cultures, costumes, traditions and
outlook. Berat is a treasure-trove of Albanian history, culture and a testament to the
country’s tradition of religious harmony. We will walk in Berat streets and enjoy its
architecture and views. During our tour, we will visit the Antipatrea castle.

We will visit the Solomon Museum, a museum in the city of Berat devoted to the
history of the Jewish community in Albania. The museum is unigue among its peers
for telling the stories of how Albanians saved almost 2,000 Jews, following their
centuries-old Besa code of honor. The museum has documents, photos, and items
that have belonged to the Jewish community, which arrived in Berat in the 16th
century from Spain, fleeing the Inquisition. Albania is the only Nazi -occupied territory
whose Jewish population increased during World War 1.
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*The excursions plan may be changed according to the tour guide discretion.
** 50% discount for kids under the age of 12.
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05/10 - Gjirokaster

After breakfast we will head to Gjirokaster. Defined by its castle, roads paved with
chunky limestone and shale, imposing slate-roofed houses and views out to the
Drina Valley, Gjirokastra is a magical hillside town.

There has been a settlement here for 2,500 years. In the city there are 600
'monumental’ Ottoman-era houses that attract visitors. For Albanians, the town is
also synonymous with former dictator Enver Hoxha, who was born here and ensured
the town was relatively well preserved under his rule, though he is not memorialized
in any way here today.

We will visit the castle of the city, the old Bazar of this enchanting UNESCO-listed old
town — one of Albania’s most beautiful cities.
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*The excursions plan may be changed according to the tour guide discretion.
** 50% discount for kids under the age of 12.


https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/569
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06/10 - Karavasta Lagoon

After breakfast we will travel to the Karavasta Lagoon. The tour starts in the National
park of Divjake with an off-road excursion through the pines to the sands of the
beach. The National Park of Divjaka-Karavasta is the largest non-coastal park in
Albania. It's a park rich in Flora and Fauna. Its first and the only inhabitants are the
animals, or better say the waterfowls. Moreover, during our visit to the

Karavasta Lagoon, we hope to have a sighting of the rare Dalmatian pelican.

The visit in Karavasta will be a great tour for those who loves wildlife.
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*The excursions plan may be changed according to the tour guide discretion.
** 50% discount for kids under the age of 12.


https://parksdinarides.org/en/park/national_park_divjake_karavasta/
https://sondortravel.com/tour-item/bird-watching-day-tour-in-karavasta/

