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The 411  

AUGUST 2019 

EVERY TUESDAY AND EVERY SECOND FRIDAY 
Ballroom Dancing with Sterling Armstrong at Gregory’s 2510 
N. MLK Jr. BLVD. Lansing. MI for more info call 517-256-8051 

 MONTHLY-Coffee or Drinks with State Representative Sarah 
Anthony. For venue and times call 517-373-0826 

 
AUGUST 22, 2019 
“WILLIAM CRENSHAW AT THE GRAND!” 
Gospel Singer, 6:00-8:00 PM at Lansing’s Riverfront Corridor 
the Concert is Free! for more information call 517-657-3509 
 

AUGUST 22-24, 2019 
“LANSING BLESS FEST WEEKEND” 
12:30-9:00 PM  Adado Riverfront Park, Lansing, Michigan 
48933 Go To: http://mediamessenger.org 
 
5EPTEMBER 5, 2019  
“MSU PROFESSORS OF JAZZ” 
6:00-8:00 PM  at Lansing’s Riverfront Corridor 
Free Concert for more information call 517-657-3509 
 
SEPTEMBER 7, 2019 
“10TH ANNUAL TASTE OF DOWNTOWN” 
100 Block of  Washington Square from 12:00 to 5:00 PM En-
tertainment Food and More . Go To:  
www.tasteofdowntown.org 
 
SEPTEMBER 10-15, 2019 
“COME FROM AWAY” New Musical,  Great Cobb Hall  For 
Times and Ticket Information call 1-800-WHARTON 
 

   NATIONAL IMMUNIZATION MONTH 

 

 

R.I.P. Toni Morrison 1931-2019 

Maxwell woos thousands on July, 27, 2019 at the “Aretha in De-

troit, Michigan. Maxwell was joined by  Corinne Bailey Rae-Photo 

by Bill McClain 

 

Dee Hibbert above performs as part of the Grand Concert 

Series at the Lansing Riverfront Plaza on July 25th. Photo 

by Marcus Jefferson 

 

 “Dee Hibbert & Co on the Grand” 

 

 

 

 
When you get an immunization, you're injected with a weakened form of (or a fragment of) a disease. This triggers your 
body's immune response, causing it to either produce antibodies to that particular ailment or induce other processes that 
enhance immunity. 
Then, if you're ever again exposed to the actual disease-causing organism, your immune system is prepared to fight the 
infection. A vaccine will usually prevent the onset of a disease or else reduce its severity. 
Why Should Someone Get Immunized? 
The goal of public health is to prevent disease. It's much easier and more cost-effective to prevent a disease than to treat 
it. That's exactly what immunizations aim to do. 
Immunizations protect us from serious diseases and also prevent the spread of those diseases to others. Over the years 
immunizations have thwarted epidemics of once common infectious diseases such as measles, mumps, and whooping 
cough. And because of immunizations we've seen the near eradication of others, such as polio and smallpox. 
Some vaccines need to be given only once; others require updates or "boosters" to maintain successful immunization and 
continued protection against disease. 
Which Immunizations Do My Children Need? 
Because proof of immunization is often a prerequisite for enrollment in school or day care, it's important to keep your 
children up to date on their vaccines. The benefit of doing so is that your children will be protected from diseases that 
could cause them serious health problems. The recommended immunizations for children 0-6 years of age include: 
Hepatitis B  
Rotavirus  
Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis 
Haemophilus influenzae type B 
Pneumococcal 
Poliovirus 
Influenza  
Measles, mumps, rubella 

Varicella (chickenpox) 
Hepatitis A  
Meningococcal (for certain high-risk 
groups) 
At one time or another, each of the diseases addressed by these vaccines posed a serious health threat to children, taking 
their lives by the thousands; today most of these diseases are at their lowest levels in decades, thanks to immunizations. 
It's important to keep your child's immunizations on schedule and up to date, but if your child misses a scheduled dose he 
or she can "catch up" later. The complete updated schedule of immunizations for children ages 0-18 can be downloaded 
from the CDC web site.. Article courtesy of WebMD 

Immunizations and Vaccines 

 

Cyntoia Brown Released After 15 Years in Prison for Murder Will Get Clemency Hearing 
In 2004, Johnny M. Allen, 43, a real estate broker, picked up Ms. Brown at a Nashville restau-
rant and drove her to his home after she agreed to engage in sexual activity for $150, the docu-
ments say.  
Ms. Brown testified that, at one point when they were in his bedroom, she thought he was 
reaching for a gun to kill her. She shot him in his sleep with a handgun that had been in her 
purse, took money and two guns and fled, according to the documents. 
She was arrested and tried as an adult on charges of first-degree murder and aggravated rob-
bery. In 2006, Ms. Brown was convicted by a Davidson County jury of those charges and sen-
tenced to life in prison. She would not have been eligible for parole until 2055.  
When Mr. Haslam granted her clemency, he set her release for Aug. 7, which commuted her 
sentence to 15 years from the date she was arrested.  
Ms. Brown’s legal team said in a statement on Monday that Ms. Brown was declining interview 
requests immediately after leaving prison. “I look forward to using my experiences to help 
other women and girls suffering abuse and exploitation,” she said in the statement. 
While in prison, Ms. Brown was described by supporters as a model prisoner. She earned her high school equivalency diploma and an 
associate degree with a 4.0 grade-point average through Lipscomb University, and she started working on a bachelor’s degree.  
Over the years, her case attracted increasing attention, propelled by support from celebrities including Rihanna and Kim Kardashian 
West. A documentary about her life was released in 2011. 
Shortly before Mr. Haslam’s term ended in January, lawmakers urged him to use his powers of executive clemency and commute her 
sentence, pointing out that since her conviction, the laws about trying teenagers as adults had changed.  
But a detective who had worked on the murder case urged the governor to oppose clemency. 
Mr. Haslam, a Republican, had noted when announcing his decision that Ms. Brown had acknowledged committing “a horrific crime at 
the age of 16.”  
“Yet imposing a life sentence on a juvenile that would require her to serve at least 51 years before even being eligible for parole consid-
eration is too harsh, especially in light of the extraordinary steps Ms. Brown has taken to rebuild her life,” he said. 
Mr. Haslam told NBC News/Today on Wednesday that Ms. Brown “really had done what we hope happens when people are incarcer-
ated.” 
“In the end,” he said, it was decided that “society was better off with Cyntoia out of prison.” 
Ms. Brown was one of nearly 200 people sentenced as minors to the state’s 60-year mandatory minimum life sentence, the toughest in 
the nation, according to the Sentencing Project, an advocacy group.  
She was one of nearly 7,000 women serving a life sentence, many of them after also experiencing sexual or physical trauma, the group 
said. 
Ms. Brown will be under supervised parole until Aug. 7, 2029. The Department of Corrections said in a statement on Monday that she 
had prepared for her release by meeting with counselors to design a “re-entry” plan, which includes placement in a transition center and 
continuing her studies. 
Her lead lawyer, Charles W. Bone, said he had been “honored” to lead her team of lawyers and supporters for the past nine years.  
He added, “When her story is told in much greater detail, the words which describe her success include redemption, education, rehabili-
tation, salvation, mercy and freedom.”  Article courtesy of Christine Houser of the New York Times. 
 

 

Above Cyntoia Brown –Picture by Jae S. 

Lee, of The Tennessean 

https://www.webmd.com/children/healthtool-childhood-immunizations-guide
https://www.webmd.com/children/vaccines/measles-faq
https://www.webmd.com/webmd/consumer_assets/controlled_content/healthwise/special/mumps-topic_overview_special_hw180631.xml
https://www.webmd.com/children/whooping-cough-symptoms-treatment
https://www.webmd.com/children/whooping-cough-symptoms-treatment
https://www.webmd.com/children/vaccines/polio-vaccine-ipv
https://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/smallpox-causes-treatment
https://www.webmd.com/baby/choosing-child-care
https://www.webmd.com/children/vaccines/default.htm
https://www.webmd.com/hepatitis/hepb-guide/default.htm
https://www.webmd.com/webmd/consumer_assets/controlled_content/healthwise/special/rotavirus-topic_overview_special_ue5864.xml
https://www.webmd.com/children/vaccines/understanding-tetanus-basics
https://www.webmd.com/children/pertussis-whooping-cough-10/slideshow-prevent-pertussis
https://www.webmd.com/cold-and-flu/default.htm
https://www.webmd.com/children/vaccines/video/measles-on-a-comeback
https://www.webmd.com/children/ss/slideshow-childhood-illnesses-to-know
https://www.webmd.com/webmd/consumer_assets/controlled_content/healthwise/special/rubella_german_measles-topic_overview_special_hw181835.xml
https://www.webmd.com/hepatitis/hepa-guide/default.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/03/us/cyntoia-brown-clemency-hearing-.html?action=click&module=inline&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/22/us/cyntoia-brown-sex-trafficking.html?action=click&module=inline&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://twitter.com/IndependentLens/status/1158787333036138498
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/us/cyntoia-brown-clemency-nashville-city-council.html?action=click&module=inline&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.newschannel5.com/news/lead-detective-in-cyntoia-brown-pens-letter-to-governor-haslam-amid-clemency-debate
https://www.today.com/video/cyntoia-brown-released-from-prison-after-life-sentence-commuted-65487429896
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News, Views & Commentary  

 STAY WOKE 
By Dee Freeman  
 

Hey EVERYBODY! It's past time to wake 
up! Wake up, then Stay woke! 
Because the bigotry coming from the 
new administration, just ain't no joke! 
Theodore Parker said, "The arc of the 
moral universe is long, 
but bends towards justice. I say...to 
heck with a bending arc, we need to 
break it down, cause this arc just ain't 
bringing the right justice for us. 
We struggle and grapple with a system-
ic, unjust criminal justice system, 
Things are clearly getting worse, so we 
must stay woke! 
Times are now troubling. Being true to 
oneself is at times trying. 
Loving our fellowman is taxing. Life 
itself is sometimes tumultuous. 
But we won't stop...we can't give in. 
We gotta push on to the end. 
Race matters, black lives matter, people 
matters, Hell, LIFE matters! 
Race matters, so we provide hope to all 
disadvantaged 
Black lives matters, so we speak out 
against biased police brutality 
People matter, so we refuse to accept 
acts of hatred and bigotry 
Life matters, so we give aide to the 
many victims of prejudice and injustice 
As we speak out loudly against injustic-

es 
We speak truth to power and must 
move actively forward 
We can’t waste any opportunity to 
Speak up and out 
We are eager to roll with the punches, 
through the good and bad times, 
through the ups and downs, 
through our successes and setbacks, 
with the ebbs and flows of the tide. 
And through all this we need to be vigi-
lant...ergo, We Must Stay WOKE! 
This is a serious cause for which we 
must stand up and be counted! 
So we symbolically take a knee with 
Kaepernick, 
To voice our dissatisfaction...for the con-
tinued violent actions 
Of those who would see us prideless, 
Bowed, humiliated and submis-
sive...again! 
We are the proud vocal agents of trans-
formation. 
We will NOT go quietly into the night 
We will NOT keep silent about these 
horrendous 
Acts perpetrated against us! 
So if you see something amiss, Speak, 
don’t dismiss it. 
Racism and hypocrisy need a wakeup 
call. 
We must demand change...demand 
equal justice for all. 
Our current dilemma ain't even close to 
being a joke, 

MoneyWalk 396: 

Please the Lord when you Sell 

This program will help you undo financial bondage. 

On earth, to have a job, hold a job, and be pro-
moted throughout life a person must sell his / 
her willingness to work, skills, abilities, and/or 
accomplishments. Action in this regard takes 
many different forms from filling out job appli-
cations with many employers to starting entre-
preneurial ventures that require the sale of 
products and services to other people in order 
to earn income and build wealth from your en-
deavors. Such abundant blessing and rewards 
do not come to or remain with the slothful and 
lazy. 
  
Some have chosen to provide defective prod-
ucts, shoddy service, and lie about benefits and 
guarantees in order to make the sale, however 
you don’t have to and should not sell products 
and services deceitfully. God will give you peace 
and joy and meet all your need according to His 
riches in glory when you operate in the utmost 
integrity. Your use of self-control to always dis-
play honest business dealings will show that 
you are a citizen of Heaven who understands 
you only reside on earth temporarily in antici-
pation of moving into the heavenly home the 
LORD prepared for you once you leave earth. 
  
It is necessary to sell yourself, products, and 
services in a manner and for an end that pleas-
es God and helps other people in order to be 
the witness God intends you to be to lead other 
people to Christ. When your integrity causes a 
job, project, or bid to pass you by, God will 
bring other opportunities your way that will 
allow you to stay within His will, abundantly 
provide for you, and keep you under His protec-
tive covering where you will be immune from 
the earthly and spiritual liabilities associated 
with criminal, illegal, unethical, and immoral 
practices. Such ungodly practices set the table 
for sudden collapse and destruction of your life, 
business, and reputation. So, make sure you 
use methods that please the LORD when you go 
about selling yourself, goods, and services to 
other people. 
  

Please pray for this ministry 
and email me with any ques-
tions. May the LORD bless 
you richly as you follow His 
plan! 
  
Nehemiah 5:7-13, Proverbs 

11:25-27, 16:1-3, 1Corinthians 8:9, James 4:17 
  
Please forward these bondage-breaking articles 
to other people who can use helpful insight! 
  
You can find books authored by Randy Parlor 
and Karen Parlor at www.Amazon.com 
  
You can find many other MoneyWalk articles on 
Facebook by looking at the NOTES created by 
Randy Parlor at https://www.facebook.com/#!/
profile.php?id=100000444069041&sk=notes. 
  
You can connect with Randy Parlor on Twitter 
and Linkedin 
  
You can also view and/or listen to MoneyWalk 
articles at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ 
 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/profile.php?id=100000444069041&sk=notes
https://www.facebook.com/#!/profile.php?id=100000444069041&sk=notes
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ
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    Celebration  

          Announcements  

             Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration    

   

Birthdays in AUGUST 2019  II 

Ms. Azia Wells celebrates her 29th birthday on August 16th. She says, “I want to thank GOD for blessing me to be 

29!” 

Mr. Tommy R. Black III celebrates his birthday on August 16th.  

Mr. Clinton Bradley celebrates his birthday on August 16th. 

Ms. Sarah Hinton celebrates her birthday on August 16th. 

Ms. Constanee Steward celebrates her 38th birthday on August 16th. 

Mrs. Donna Speese celebrates 44th birthday on August 16th, with her husband, Mike. 

Ms. CeCe Lara celebrates her 29th birthday on August 17th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Rhoda (knicker Bocker) celebrates her birthday on August 18th with all her family and friends. 

Mr. Brian Whitfield, who at 18, designed The Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration Logo, celebrates his 

birthday on August 19th with his beautiful Wife and Daughter. 

Miss Idyana Francis Taylor Brown celebrates her 15th birthday on August 20th going to dinner, ice cream and 

cake with Mom, Dad; Amy and Luther, her brother Jordan Luther and sisters Taylor Ashley Denise along with 

Isabella Megan Marie. . “We love each other… forever!!!” 

Ms. Lacy Lund celebrates her 29th birthday on August 20th, with family and friends.  

Master Ruben Herrera Jr. celebrates his 15th birthday on August 20th, with family and friends.  

Mr. Charles Dean celebrates his birthday on August 20th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Carma Reed celebrates her birthday on August 20th. 

Mrs. Crystal Herrera celebrates her 36th birthday on August 21st, with husband Rueben Herrera. 

Mr. William C. Donald celebrates his birthday on August 21st, with family and friends.  

Mr. Julian Darden celebrates his 49th birthday on August 21st. 

Ms. Rachel Davis celebrates her 35th birthday on August 21st. 

Mr. Ollie Wilkie celebrates his birthday on August 21st. 

Ms. Marilu Mead celebrates her birthday on August 21st 

Mrs. Jackie Husband celebrates her birthday on August 22nd, with her loving Husband, Robert (Bobby). 

Mr. 20, Street Rider celebrates his birthday on August 22nd. 

Mrs. Ruby Phifer celebrates her birthday August 23rd with her loving family. 

Ms. Thersea Greenwood celebrates her birthday on August 23rd. 

Mr. John Morris celebrates his birthday on August 23rd, with family and friends. 

Ms. Shanna Dunnings celebrates her birthday on August 23rd, with her husband, Stuart, family and friends. 

Ms. Sylvia Buie celebrates her birthday on August 24th. 

Mr. Charles A. Mitchell celebrates his birthday on August 24th. 

Mrs. Sheime Campbell celebrates her 54th birthday on August 24th. 

Mr. Capitan E-Man celebrates his birthday on August 24th, with a birthday bash "Live",  

Ms. Mattie Watson-Elam celebrates her big 58th birthday on August 25th with family and friends. 

Mr. Aaron Coleman celebrates his birthday on August 26th. 

Ms. Trina Couthen celebrates her birthday on August 26th. 

Ms. Kelley A. Peatross celebrates her birthday day on August 28th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Lauren Starr celebrates her birthday on August 28th. 

Ms. Charlis Cunningham celebrates her 35th birthday on August 28th, celebrating with her mother, Mrs. Theressa 

on August 26th. 

Ms. Shauna Eaton celebrates her 47th birthday on August 26th. 

Mr. Kris Brown celebrates his 28th birthday on August 26th. 

Mr. Alvin Jones celebrates his birthday on August 26th. 

Mr. Zachary Clark Jr. celebrates birthday on August 27th. 

Ms. Marjorie Matoyer celebrates her birthday on August 27th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Betty Scott celebrates her birthday on August 27th, with family and friends. 

Mr. Marc Tyler, Assistant Fire Chief, Ann Arbor, Mi, celebrates his birthday on August 27th, with his loving Wife. 

Ms. Jessica Cowles-Huge celebrates her birthday on August 27th. 

Ms. Jo Vann Pastor celebrates her birth, August 28th . 

Mr. Sam H. McGee celebrates his birthday on August 29th.  

Mr. David A. Eaton II celebrates his birthday on August 29th. 

Mr. Marquis Pruitt will be celebrating his birthday on August 29th. 

Ms. Robin Hollingsworth will celebrate her birthday on August 30th. 

Mrs. Theressa Cunningham will celebrate her on August 30th, with her daughter, Ms. Charliss Cunningham. 

Mr. TyKeece Webster will celebrate his 21st birthday on August 30th. 

Ms. Danielle Dexter celebrates her 35th birthday on August 31st. She says, “You only live once, live it to the 

fullest!” 

Ms. Linda Mangum celebrates her birthday on August 31st. 

Mr. Derrick F. Jones Sr. celebrates his birthday on August 31st. 

Ms. Lasha celebrates her birthday on August 31st. “Love Simone Clay!” 

Ms. Francé Richardson, retired Lansing Public Schools Music Teacher, celebrates her birthday on August 31st. 

She says, “Love to my family and fellow citizens of Lansing, State of Michigan and the United States of America. 

I hope for all of us: LOVE, diversity, tolerance and peace! GOD BLESS!!!” 

Ms. Josette M. Tucker celebrates her birthday in August, Happy Birthday cousin!! 

Mr. Don Armstrong will celebrate his birthday August 31st. 
 
*Anniversaries 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Flora Boles celebrate their 45th wedding anniversary on August 3rd. “GOD has blessed 
our union for 45 years!!!” 
Mr. & Mrs. Ollie and Kim Wilkie celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary on August 21st. 
Mr. & Mrs. James and Sonya Carter celebrate their 22nd wedding anniversary on August 18th. 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel and Minnie Austin celebrate their 19th anniversary on August 11th. 
 
* R.I.P.  
Mrs. Georgia Lee Brown,100+yrs; July 24,2013: Wife of Mr. Robert Brown Sr., Mother of nine Children; of which, 
I’m the youngest! Lansing Mother of the Year (1953), 
Truly, “The Substance of a Women”, this beautiful, distinguished Lady used her strong Christian Values and Faith 
to work tirelessly in support of The Lansing Community for more than 80 years, to improving the lives of youth,  
Strengthening family; using her GOD Given ability to talk to people and comfort them. Volunteer service: Trinity 
A.M.E. Church (75yrs.), 
Sunday School Teacher, (beginner class)/Nursery attendant (50yrs.) 
 Parent Teacher Association, (National Honorary Membership Life Award), 
YMCA/YWCA youth programs, president: Y Boy’s Mother’s Club  
Girl Scout Leader, Cub Scout Den Mother, Lansing School Board regular attendee with reserved chair (her name 
on it) and Board Meeting Room named in her honor: her opinion mattered! Most important, she was our Dad’s 
wife and our Mother: teaching us “How to Love, so that we would know how to Live!” I thank GOD for my 
Mother and Dad, my Sisters and Brothers: Everything I am, “The Substance of a Man”, is because  
They Loved me!!! “To the Greatest Mother on Earth” Luther Wm. Brown Sr. 
           
Mr. Terry E. Tyler, July 20th, 2017: Nubians Marketing, TET University, Founder of WDTB, Renamed WXLA 1180 
AM Radio Station, which launched FM Station WQHH 96.5, Chairman of Board, Mr. Party Celebration Enterpris-
es, INC  
To the memory of a Great Human Being, whose mission in life was to help people reach their full potential; my 
Mentor, Image Marketing Genius,  
Who developed the Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration Marketing concept, Mr. Party’s Number one Fan, 
and Mr. Party His Best Friend!  
Enjoy Heaven, My Brother; thank you for believing in me, helping me achieve my dream and fulfill my Life’s 
Mission! To the Best in All of US-Love!!! Sincerely, 
Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration 
* Remember: You can never show a kindness to soon, for You never know how soon it might be too late! LOVE 
is a verb: put action to it, (smile)!!!  
It’s not what You take when You leave this world behind You, it’s what You leave behind You when You go! 
(Randy Travis)      
 
*Announcements 
 
Mr. Party Website: mrpartycelebrationservice.com 
Face book Page: www.facebook.com/mrparty1985 
Sportron.com/mrparty (Health and Wellness) 
Celebration Gram – A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr. Party for that special someone or 
special occasion! Call 517-391-4849 or email: mrpartycserv@aol.com 
Please send the information about you, your family or friends celebrating the Events of Life: Celebration An-
nouncements 

 

 

 

Mayor Proposes Recreational Marihuana Regulation 
Proposal to Regulate Recreational Marihuana Sent to City Council 
LANSING -Mayor Andy Schor has proposed an amendment to the City of Lansing’s Marihuana 
Ordinance which would add recreational marihuana to the types of licensed marihuana businesses 
within the city. The State of Michigan recently released emergency rules that allow any medical 
marihuana license holder in the state of Michigan to be approved for a recreational license in 
Lansing; the City of Lansing will not be a part of the licensing process unless it finalizes a regulatory 
structure for recreational marihuana by November 1, 2019. 
“Lansing voters overwhelmingly supported the legalization of recreational Marihuana and we need a 
system that will appropriately regulate the number and location of dispensaries within the city,” said 
Mayor Schor. “The proposed amendment we sent to council ensures that we can allow the 
recreational and medical usage of marihuana in Lansing as supported by the voters, while also 
preventing an overabundance of locations of dispensaries in Lansing.” 
The State of Michigan issued its emergency rules regarding recreational marihuana earlier this 
month. The Marijuana Regulatory Agency will begin accepting applications from Michigan residents 
for Class A Growers and Marihuana Microbusinesses; from current medical marihuana license holders 
for Marihuana Retailers, Processors, Class B and C Growers, and Secure Transporters; and from 
anyone for a Marihuana Safety Compliance Facilities beginning November 1, 2019. 
The ordinance proposed by Mayor Schor will limit the number of recreational and medical 
dispensary licenses to 28 locations in total throughout the city. It will modify regulation of 
provisioning centers and marihuana retailers to be based on the number of locations, rather than the 
number of licenses. Meaning, a single location could have both a medical and recreational license to 
dispense marijuana. The proposed amendment eliminates specialized variances and removes 
redundancies with State law in order to improve efficiency in processing applications. The scoring 
criteria for marihuana business licenses will also be updated based upon the experience and 
feedback received during the licensing process for medical marihuana. This amendment would not 
apply to the current medical marihuana phase 2. 
City Council will receive and refer the ordinance to committee on Monday, July 22, 2019. The 
ordinance will then go through the City’s Planning Board and Council’s process for approval. The 
Mayor’s Office and City Council will work together to finalize the ordinance before November 1, 
2019. 

mailto:mrpartycserv@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/CTDG%20User/Documents/www.facebook.com/mrparty1985
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Lansing’s Maxine 
Hankins Cain to be 
Honored by Sister Cities 
International 
Dr. Cain to be Recognized at 
the Organization's 2019 Volun-
teer of the Year 
(LANSING) – Lansing Mayor Andy Schor 
announced that Dr. Maxine Hankins Cain 
was honored 
by Sister Cities International as their 2019 
Volunteer of the Year. The awards competi-
tion, which is 
open to over 500 sister city programs na-
tionwide, recognizes the accomplishments 
of outstanding 
individuals and community sister city pro-
grams that are promoting peace through 
mutual respect, 
understanding and cooperation. 
“Maxine has been a staple in the Sister 
Cities community here in Lansing for dec-
ades and I was 
thrilled to learn that she’s being recognized 
for her years of hard work on the behalf of 
the City and 
the Sister Cities Commission,” said Lansing 
Mayor Andy Schor. “Her tireless commit-
ment to fostering 
our relationships with our sister cities 
around the world have helped make Lan-
sing the vibrant, 
diverse city that it is today. Congratulations 
to Maxine and I thank her very much for 
her years of 
dedicated service”. 
Maxine Hankins Cain, Ed D, a Lansing Re-
gional Sister Cities Commission (LRSCC) 
member for 20 
years, is a former teacher and school ad-
ministrator who always stressed the im-
portance of 
understanding global issues, cultures and 
languages. As an educator, Cain is recog-
nized in Ghana for 
her educational and humanitarian leader-
ship. She has led an effort to renovate K-12 
schools’ in 
Nkyenne, Akuapem South District. In 2018, 

she had all three schools painted inside and 
out, 
purchased white boards, curriculum materi-
als and 
computers 
and made a 
monetary 
gift to each 
teacher for 
their work. 
Over the 
years, she 
has held 
numerous 
teacher 
training programs including at the Presby-
terian 
Teacher Training College in Aburi, Ghana. 
She was active with both the SCI/Gates 
grant and the 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene grant from 
the US Department of State and helped 
identify three 
village sites for community latrines. She 
participated in fundraising for two 40-foot 
containers that 
included medical, X-ray and radiology sup-
plies/equipment, computers, books, school 
equipment, 
bicycles, and farm equipment; in addition 
to her ride in a fully equipped ambulance 
from Lansing to 
Baltimore that was to be shipped to ship it 
to Ghana. She continues to lead her church 
and sorority’s 
fundraising drives to benefit schools, or-
phanages, and clinics in Ghana. 
“Maxine epitomizes the essence of the sis-
ter cities movement,” praised Barbara Rob-
erts Mason, Chair 
of the Lansing Sister Cities Commission. 
“She creates positivity through her passion 
to engage our 
community in citizen diplomacy and global 
challenges. Maxine embraces globalization 
and is a 
leader in celebrating the diversity of our 
region. We congratulate her in receiving 
this award are all 
enriched by her dedication, commitment 
and recognized leadership,” Mason contin-
ued. 

 

 

Maxine Cain 
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THE REALS OF JUSTICE 
HOW TO INTERACT WITH THE POLICE 
 
By:  Ayanna D. Neal 

 
As soon as you see the lights illuminated on the police car behind you, 

your heart begins to beat fast, the last five minutes of your driving flashes 

before your eyes as you slow down and try to figure out why you’re being 

pulled over.  You pull over and keep checking your rear-view mirror franti-

cally waiting for the police officer to get out of his patrol vehicle and approach your vehicle.  As 

soon as the officer begins to walk to your window you’re thinking, “Should I reach for my registra-

tion?”  “Should I put my hands on the steering wheel?”  The police officer gets to your window and 

you begin to role the window down. 

This interaction is most likely between two strangers.  You probably don’t know the police officer 

and the police officer probably doesn’t know you.  Two people in an often-high stress situation 

hoping that this encounter ends in the best way possible for each of them. The police officer wants 

to return home safely to their family and the driver and/or passengers of the vehicle want to return 

home safely and not get a ticket.   

If the officer asks for your driver’s license, insurance and registration, provide the documentation 

to the officer.  If you don’t have all of the requested information let the officer know that.  Police 

officers usually tell you the reason for the traffic stop. But if they haven’t when they first approach 

the window, you can ask the officer what the reason for the traffic stop is. 

If the police officer does not ask you to step out of the vehicle do not get out of your vehicle.  If you 

think that the officer is being inappropriate, wrong about the reason for the traffic stop or pulled 

you over because of racial profiling, ask for their badge number and/or card. The side of the road 

on a traffic stop is not the proper time or place for addressing any of those issues. 

If you think the reason for the traffic stop and ticket is not accurate, court is the proper venue to 

address the traffic ticket by a hearing.  If you experience what you believe to be inappropriate be-

havior or discrimination by an officer, you can file a complaint with the police agency, or it may 

even be necessary to contact an attorney to discuss other actions if there have been civil rights 

violations. 

*Disclaimer & legal information: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any other agency, organiza-
tion, employer, this newspaper or anyone else.  This article is for informational purposes only and 
not for the purpose of providing legal advice. 
 

Ayanna Neal 

 

 

 

 


