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Before John Lewis ascended to the place of the 
ancestors, he passed the baton to those who 
would continue his mission of social justice. 

The former civil rights icon and Georgia con-
gressman didn’t want there to be any misun-
derstanding about his charge to those he left 
to keep running the race. In an op-ed pub-
lished in The New York Times the day after his 
death, Lewis urged young activists to get into 
“good trouble, necessary trouble” — the kind 
of trouble that was his lifelong commitment 
once he signed on to the campaign led by the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

In fact, Congressman Lewis’ words poignantly 
echoed those Dr. King delivered to the striking 
Memphis garbage workers the night before he 
died. In MLK’s now-famous “I’ve Been To The 
Mountaintop” sermon, he urged the Memphis 
garbage workers to keep fighting for justice, 
even as he preached that he might not get 
there with them. Congressman Lewis also 
acknowledged to his readers that he “may not 
be here with you.” And he went on to implore 
them to vote — because, as he wrote, the vote 
“is the most powerful nonviolent change agent 
you have in a democratic society.” 

It’s not surprising Congressman Lewis had 
voting on his mind as he faced his last days. 
Winning the right to vote for Black Americans 
had nearly cost him his life that day on Selma’s 
Edmund Pettus Bridge where the then 25-year-
old was beat by Alabama state troopers. The 
same vote also helped open up the doors of 
opportunity for him and millions more. 

On this 38th anniversary of the Martin Luther 
King holiday, I am reflecting on the decades-
long struggle to protect that vote, even as 
some stormed the Capitol to delegitimize the 
ballots of those who pushed back against voter 
suppression. They stood in long lines and orga-
nized to beat back old obstacles rebranded for 
these times. And they declared the racism of 
the president’s multiple lawsuits only targeting 

counties where voters of color are in the ma-
jority. 

Congressman Lewis died three months before 
the November election day, in the midst of the 
president’s lies about a rigged election. He 
didn’t live to see the massive turnout which 
forced runoffs and later the eventual victories 
of Senate candidates the Rev. Raphael 
Warnock and documentary filmmaker Jon 
Ossoff. I can’t help but see their historic wins 
as a spiritual link from the Rev. King’s hand-
picked disciple, Congressman John Lewis, to 
the Rev. Raphael Warnock — Lewis’ pastor — 
and the now 33-year-old Ossoff, once a teen-
aged intern for the congressman. 

Ossoff acknowledged Lewis’ posthumous 
blessing to The Jerusalem Post newspaper, 
saying, “I know Congressman Lewis is looking 
down on us today and beaming with opti-
mism.” 

But as optimistic as he was, Congressman Lew-
is was also clear-eyed about how disenfran-
chising millions of Americans is a threat to 
democracy. In his final op-ed, he warned, 
“Democracy is not a state. It is an act.” 

Days after the second impeachment of Presi-
dent Trump and a Capital overrun by insurrec-
tionists, his last words are a wakeup call. Article 

by Callie Crossley of GBH 

 

 

  

 

Voter Registration and Early Voting Available Now Only at City Clerk’s Offices 

for the City Primary Lansing  

Voters who need to register to vote, or update their voter registration, must register in-person at their local clerk’s office now through election 

day. Proof of residency must be provided to be eligible to vote in the August 3rd City Primary Election. Newly registered voters can choose to 

receive an absentee ballot and vote it right there, or they can get a receipt and vote in their new precinct on Election Day. Early voting is still 

available to all voters using the absentee ballot process. The Lansing City Clerk’s Election Unit, located at 2500 S. Washington, offers free park-

ing, a 24-hour secure drop box, and is conveniently located on CATA Route #2. Walk-in early voting will be available at the at the following 

times: Monday – Friday. 8 am – 5 pm Wednesday 8 am – 7 pm Saturday, July 31st 11 am – 5 pm Sunday, August 1st 11 am – 5 pm LAST DAY, 

August 2nd 8 am – 4 pm (due to state law) Early voting is also available at the Clerk’s City Hall Office, located on the 9th floor of City Hall at 124 

W. Michigan Avenue from 8 pm – 5 pm Monday through Friday. There are two exceptions in Michigan election law that restrict early voting. On 

the day before the election, no absentee ballots can be issued after 4 pm, except in an emergency. Also, on Election Day, absentee ballots can 

only be issued to people registering to vote. At the website lansingvotes.com, Lansing City Voters may: • Request an absentee ballot to be 

mailed to their home; • Check on the status of their absentee applications; • View the list of candidates with their contact information; • Find 

information on military and overseas voting; and more! Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, absentee ballot applications have also been mailed to 

every active voter, making the voting process safer and easier for Lansing voters. Secure drop boxes, where absentee voters may drop off bal-

lots at their convenience, are available within 1.5 miles of any Lansing resident. To find the closest location, visit lansingvotes.com or call the 

Clerk’s Office at (517) 483-4131. Chris Swope Lansing City Clerk All absentee ballots must be received by 8 pm on Election Day. Voters returning 

their ballots by US Mail are advised to get them in the mail no later than Tuesday, July 27 per the USPS. Voters may also return their ballot to 

any City of Lansing Ballot Drop Box or either of the City Clerk’s Offices by 8 pm on Election Day. “We have seen an increased turnout of almost 

4,000 people requesting a ballot to vote from home compared to the 2019 City Primary. It is great to see participation in our City Elections has 

already surpassed the total number of ballots cast two years ago,” said Lansing City Clerk Chris Swope, “As we get closer to Election Day, early 

voting is an excellent option with expanded hours on Wednesday evenings and the last weekend before the election at our South Washington 

Election Unit.” For the City Primary, voters will narrow the field down to two candidates for the Mayor’s office and for the Second Ward seat on 

City Council. The At-Large City Council race will be narrowed to the four candidates who receive the most votes. A milage renewal is also on the 

ballot. Media contact Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk (517) 230-1566 

R.I.P.  PERVIS STAPLES 1935-2021 

 

John Lewis Warned Us About The Importance Of The Vote. We Should Listen. 

Picture of John Lewis leaving  polling place in Atlanta, GA picture by  Gregory Smith of AP 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/opinion/john-lewis-civil-rights-america.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/opinion/john-lewis-civil-rights-america.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e49VEpWg61M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e49VEpWg61M
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/jon-ossoff-and-raphael-warnock-are-a-heroic-new-black-jewish-duo-655092
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MUSIC OF THE SOUL  
                                               © 2020    Dee Freeman  
 
Music, music, it's the harmony of the soul  
Let it sink into your spirit, energizing and making 
you bold 
Let it spew from your mouth, ooze from every pore 
Let it tickle your ear drums, making you beg for 
more.......... 
 
Let the pulsating rhythms of this music resonate, 
echo,  
Resound, bouncing off the page 
Mimicking rushing blood as the beats audaciously 
pound 
At every life stage 
Soulful music makes limp bodies straighten right up 
and dance 
A pulsating spirit: you can't be still, gotta move 
about, gotta prance 
 
Let these sultry eargasms surge, bombarding the 
heart,  
Let them throb and audibly pound 
Let all filtered notes, imbue authentic progression  
Let them encapsulate like melodic, pulsating sur-
round sound 
Let the rhythmic sounds explode, even detonate  
Let it move at will...and I reiterate...even penetrate  
 
Music, Soul music; echoes bouncing in the cham-
bers of the heart 
Channeling memories and pumping love from its' 
infectious start 
The churned music flows...enriches, fertilizes, and 

strengthens the mind 
Gives rich life, sustenance, and gusto to heirs...Of 
an extraordinary kind 
 
Jazzy and progressive movements will make your 
finger snap to the beat 
Syncopated sound will have you moving, from head 
to feet 
These musical passages… so bold, so rich, and so 
loud 
Uplift our heritage, keeping us aware and making us 
so proud 
 
Ah, Sweet Music! the melodious syncopation of the 
past 
This music of my ancestors emerges and evolves to 
forever last 
This rhythmic flow keeps ancestral royalty in our 
veins 
Let this cadence continue to throb; to beat; to uplift 
and to maintain  
 
Let these soulful beats keep giving us cause to cele-
brate 
Let it lift our voices in harmony, our souls to ele-
vate  
Let it flow, let it connect and let it bind us to our 
past 
For in the deep recesses of our hearts, 
Our music...this rich spiritual and bodacious music 
Captivates even when allowed to blast 
And We will ensure it will forever last!  
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    Celebration  

          Announcements  

  Mm 0By Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration   

Tribute :Mr. Terry E Tyler  

Oct.3,141-July 20,2017 

Creator of Mr. Party marketing concept August 1985 

C.A. column September 2006  

Birthdays in August 2021  

Mr. Dylan Visnaw Ebright August 1st, with Family and friends. 
Mr. Bill Brown celebrates his birthday in August 1st, with family and friends. 
Mr. John Wallick III celebrates his birthday on August 1st.  
Mr. Bryan Gruesbeck celebrates his 37th birthday on August 1st.  
Ms. Chemaye Herring celebrates her birthday on August 1st, with family and friends. 
Ms. Chantel J. Cole celebrates her birthday on August 1st, with family and friends. Mr. 
Zion D. Bodiford celebrates his birthday on August 2nd.  
Ms. Barbara Roberts-Mason celebrates her birthday on August 3rd. 
Ms. Quintina Davis-Hall celebrates her birthday on August 3rd. 
Mr. Willy Binson celebrates his 24th birthday on August 2nd, with family and friends. 
Ms. Kiristi Kirkpatrick celebrates her 48th birthday on August 2nd, with family and 
friends.  
Mr. Mike Ranke celebrates his 48th birthday on August 3rd.  
Ms. Quintina Davis-Hall celebrates her birthday on August 3rd. 
Mrs. Stacy Ebright celebrates her birthday on August 3rd with husband and family. 
Ms. Meeka Wade celebrates her 40th birthday on August 3rd.  
Ms. Jocelyn Starr celebrates her birthday on August 3rd. 
Reverend David Foreman celebrates his 73rd birthday on August 3rd. 
Mrs. Jill Clark-Hicks celebrates her birthday on August 4th, with husband, family and 
friends.  
Mr. Scotty Kniffen celebrates his birthday on August 4th. 
Ms. Pinkie Prizor celebrates her 34th birthday on August on 4th. 
Mr. Phillip Lewis celebrates his 93rd birthday on August 4th. 
Ms. Amy Yoder celebrates her 48th birthday on August 4th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Monica Cranberry celebrates her 51st birthday on August 4th, with love from family 
and friends. "God Bless, Lea." 
Ms. Sharon McWilliams celebrates her birthday on August 5th. 

Ms. Marjorie Smith celebrates her birthday on August 5th. 

Mr. Anthony Benson celebrates his 25th birthday on August 5th. 

Mr. Juan Gonzales, Jr. celebrates his 16th birthday on August 5th.  

Mr. Mark A. Majors celebrates his birthday on August 5th, with love from family and 

friends.  

Mr. Ali Jamal Kelley (Mr. Thin), would have celebrated his birthday on August 5th. 

Mr. Johnny A. Williford celebrates his birthday on August 6th. 

Mr. Dennis Duane Gibbons celebrates his birthday on August 6th. 

Ms. Marva Yarrell celebrates her birthday on August 7th, with family and friends. 

Mr. Caleb Herring celebrates his birthday on August 7th. 

Ms. Melissa Kane celebrates her birthday August 7th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Karen Fowler celebrates her birthday on August 8th. 

Ms. Yvette Baldwin celebrates her birthday August 8th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Candy Pahl celebrates her birthday on August 8th. 

Ms. Lexie Leek and her dad, Mr. Leonord Leek celebrate their birthdays in August. 

Ms. Michelle Thomas celebrates her birthday on August 9th. She said,” GOD is GOOD; 

Blessed me to see another year of HIS Wonderful Blessings!!” 

Ms. Babbette Smith-Small celebrates her birthday on August 9th. 

Ms. Latitia Beuker celebrates her birthday on August 9th. 

Mr. William Humphreys celebrates his birthday on August 9th. 

Mr. Big Mike Bragg celebrates his birthday on August 9th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Alice Brown, my Sister, enjoys her birthday on August 10th, with family and friends. 

Mrs. Cora A. Watts celebrates her birthday on August 10th. 

Ms. Sharon Courtland celebrates her birthday on August 10th. 

Mr. Kedrick Watkins, Jr. celebrates his birthday on August 10th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Ebony Shenelle celebrates her 44th   birthday on August 10th. 

Ms. Serena Foran celebrates her birthday on August 11th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Cynthia Williams celebrates her birthday August 11th. 

Ms. Phyllis Walker celebrates her birthday on August 11th. 

Ms. Shamecka Freemen celebrates her 45th birthday on August 11th. She said, "Gift of 

Life, another year!" 

Mr. Marcus Jefferson celebrates his 66th birthday on August 12th, with his family. 

Mr. Dewey Morgan celebrates his 28th birthday on August 12th, with family and friends. 

Mom (Tara) says, “You, my Baby still!” 

Kier E. Maxwell celebrates birth on August 12th. 

Mr. Danny Buchanan celebrates his birthday on August 12th, doing what he do; “say 

Yea” 

Ms. Doris Graves will celebrate her 51th birthday on August 12th, with family and 

friends. 

Ms. Denise Fulle celebrates her birthday on August 12th. 

Ms. Kim Dikker celebrates her 49th birthday on August 12th. 

Ms. Saundra Carlo and Brianna Clay, Grandmother and Granddaughter, will celebrate 

their birthdays on August 12th, and 13th. 

Ms. Portia Civils celebrates her 73rd birthday, remembering her Mother, also born on 

August 13th.  

Ms. Judith A Hightower celebrates her birthday on August 14th. 

Mr. Rauvel Bodiford celebrates his birthday on August 14th. 

Mr. Jason R. Bishop celebrates his birthday on August 14th, with family and friends. 

Rev. Versey A. Williams celebrates her birthday on August 14th. GOD Be Praised!!! 

Ms. Christina Johnson celebrates her birthday August 14th. 

Ms. Taylor S. Chavis celebrates her birthday on August 14th. 

Mrs. Aimee Vick celebrates her 51st birthday on August 14th. 

Ms. Darelyn Sudduth celebrates her birthday on August 14th. 

Ms. Denise Brooks celebrates her birthday on August 14th. 

Ms. Dakita Bonds celebrates her birthday on August 14th. 

Mr. Justin R. Jones II celebrates his 19th birthday on August 14th. 

Ms. Janice Cabule celebrates her birthday on August 15th, with Husband Ernie, (Blessed 

healing from virus), family and friends. 

Ms. Barbara J. Simmons celebrates her birthday on August 15th. 

Mr. Bennie Barnes celebrates his birthday on August 15th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Courtney (Cookie) Mclntosh celebrates her 37th birthday on August 15th. 

Ms. Shirley Borner celebrates her 63rd birthday on August 15th.  

*Anniversaries 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Flora Boles celebrate their 47th wedding anniversary on August 
3rd. “GOD has blessed our union for 47 years!!!” 
Mr. & Mrs. Ollie and Kim Wilkie celebrate their 27th wedding anniversary on August 
21st. 
Mr. & Mrs. James and Sonya Carter celebrate their 24th wedding anniversary on August 
18th. 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel and Minnie Austin celebrate their 21st anniversary on August 11th. 
 
*Announcements   

 
Face book Page: www.facebook.com/mrparty1985 
 
Celebration Gram – A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr. Party 

for that special someone or special occasion! Call 517-391-4849 or email: 
mrpartycserv@aol.com 

Please send the information about you, your family or friends celebrating the Events 
of Life: Celebration Announcements 

 

 

 
 

. 

 

file:///C:/Users/CTDG%20User/Documents/www.facebook.com/mrparty1985
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By: Ayanna D. Neal 

 
The 18 U.S.C. Section 924 (c) require one of several mandatory minimum penalties depending on the 

circumstances of the offense. Offenses under this section involve the use or carrying of a firearm during 

and involving a crime of violence or drug trafficking crime, or in the furtherance of those crimes. The 

charge under this section must run consecutive to other sentences imposed for other related offenses. 

The statute provides (18 U.S.C. § 924(c)(1)): • (A) Except to the extent that a greater minimum sentence 

is otherwise provided by this subsection or by any other provision of law, any person who, during and in 

relation to any crime of violence or drug trafficking crime (including a crime of violence or drug traffick-

ing crime that provides for an enhanced punishment if committed by the use of a deadly or dangerous 

weapon or device) for which the person may be prosecuted in a court of the United States, uses or car-

ries a firearm, or who, in furtherance of any such crime, possesses a firearm, shall, in addition to the 

punishment provided for such crime of violence or drug trafficking crime— (i) be sentenced to a term of 

imprisonment of not less than 5 years; (ii) if the firearm is brandished, be sentenced to a term of impris-

onment of not less than 7 years; and (iii) if the firearm is discharged, be sentenced to a term of impris-

onment of not less than 10 years. Brandishing a firearm means to show it to another person and dis-

charging a firearm means to fire or shoot the firearm. Crimes of violence typically charged in federal 

indictments include homicide, robbery, and assaults. According to the United States Sentencing Com-

mission, in fiscal year 2019 76,538 cases were reported to the U.S. Sentencing Commission. Of those 

cases, 3,142 cases were convictions under 18 U.S.C. Section 924 (c). 96.5% of the 924 (c) offenders were 

men. 52.6% were Black, 23.7% were Hispanic, 21.1% were White, and 2.6% were other races. Their av-

erage age was 33. All but one 924 (c) offender was sentenced to prison. The average sentence was 138 

months. 87.6% of 924 (c) offenders were convicted of another offense: 53.8% for drug trafficking, 27.1% 

for robbery, and 8.7% for another firearm offense. The average guideline minimum decreased from 203 

months to 185 months from fiscal year 2015 to fiscal year 2019. The number in which firearm offenders 

who have been convicted of an offense that carries a mandatory minimum, has remained stable. The 

number of offenders who have been convicted of such offenses that carry mandatory minimums has 

decreased significantly since 2010. The mandatory minimums, however, continue to affect Black offend-

ers more than any other race. Section 924(c) has survived several constitutional challenges. The manda-

tory minimums were added to Section 924 (c) as a floor amendment to the Gun Control Act of 1968. 

Public concern over violence related to drug trafficking led Congress to expand Section 924 (c) to try to 

reduce drug trafficking crimes. But as more offenders received life sentences many courts began to 

doubt the fairness of sentencing offenders to life sentences for multiple uses of a firearm during a single 

crime. Section 924 (c) is sometimes applied to nonviolent firearm owners. Firearms should not be in the 

hands of violent offenders but consecutive or “stacking” of sentences can create very lengthy or life 

offenses for firearm offenses that involve both nonviolent firearm owners and violent offenders. If you 

or a loved one has been indicted for federal firearm offenses under Section 924 (c) seek counsel of a 

criminal defense attorney who has experience in handling federal criminal cases. 

 *Disclaimer & legal information: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 

author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any agency, organization, em-

ployer, this newspaper or anyone else. This article is for informational purposes only not for the pur-

pose of providing medical or legal advice. 

  

 

 

 

 

Ayanna Neal 

 

THE REALS OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL MANDATORY MINIMUMS UNDER 18 U.S.C. SECTION 924 
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