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The 411  

DECEMBER 2019 

EVERY TUESDAY AND EVERY SECOND FRIDAY 
Ballroom Dancing with Sterling Armstrong at Gregory’s 2510 
N. MLK Jr. BLVD. Lansing. MI for more info call 517-256-8051 

 MONTHLY-Coffee or Drinks with State Representative Sarah 
Anthony. For venue and times call 517-373-0826 
 
DECEMBER 19, 2019 
“MARTINA MCBRIDE, THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS TOUR”  Great Cobb 
Hall  For Times and Ticket Information call 1-800-WHARTON 
 
DECEMBER 22,  2019 
“LANSING SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS HOLIDAY POPS” 
Featuring Tenor Alonzo Saunders. Great Cobb Hall  For Times and 
Ticket Information call 1-800-WHARTON 
 
JANUARY 30, 2020 
“MARTINA MCBRIDE, THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS TOUR”  Great Cobb 
Hall  For Times and Ticket Information call 1-800-WHARTON 
 
JANUARY 30-31, 2020 
“BASIC TRAINING”  Pasant Theatre For Times and Ticket Infor-
mation call 1-800-WHARTON 
 
 

KWANZAA SPECIAL EDITION 

 

R.I.P. RICHARD HATCHER 1933-2019 

Judi Brown-Clarke Joins Stony Brook University 

 

 

 

 

 

Judi Brown-Clarke has been appointed Chief Diversity Officer 

as Stoney Brook University in New York.  Clarke is a  long-time 

MSU employee, former Lansing City Council President and 

former Olympic Metal Winner.  Picture courtesy of the Lansing State 

How to Celebrate 

Kwanzaa? 

Kwanzaa is a holiday invented in 1966 by 

Maulana Karenga (founder of the Black Pow-

er group "Us Organization") through which 

African Americans can connect with their 

heritage and culture. It's celebrated from 

December 26 through January 1, with each 

of the seven days focusing on one of seven 

core values, or Nguzo Saba. A candle is lit on 

each day, and on the last day, gifts are ex-

changed. Since Kwanzaa is a cultural holiday 

rather than a religious one, it can be cele-

brated alongside Christmas or Hanukkah, or 

on its own, although Karenga wished for it to 

be celebrated instead of Christmas and Ha-

nukkah, as he felt these holidays were simply 

symbols of the dominant cultures in America 

Decorate your home or the main room with 

the symbols of Kwanzaa. Put a green table-

cloth over a centrally located table, and on 

top of that, place the Mkeka which is a straw 

or woven mat that symbolizes the historical 

foundation of African ancestry. Place the 

following on the Mkeka:  

Mazao — fruit or crops placed in a bowl, 

representing the community's productivity. 

Kinara — a seven-pronged candle-holder. 

Mishumaa Saba — the seven candles which 

represent the seven core principles of 

Kwanzaa. Three candles on the left are red, 

representing struggle; three on the right are 

green, representing hope; and one in the 

center is black, signifying the African Ameri-

can people or those who draw their heritage 

from Africa. 

Muhindi — ears of corn. Lay out one ear of 

corn for each child; if there are no children, 

place two ears to represent the children of 

the community. 

Zawadi — various gifts for the children. 

Kikombe cha Umoja — a cup to represent 

family and community unity. 

Decorate around the room with Kwanzaa 

flags, called Bendera, and posters emphasiz-

ing the seven principles. You can purchase or 

make these, and it's especially fun to make 

them with the kids. 

If you or your children enjoy making flags, try 

making African national or tribal flags in ad-

dition to the Bendera. 

Practice the Kwanzaa greetings. Starting on 

December 26, greet everyone by saying 

"Habari Gani" which is a standard Swahili 

greeting meaning "what is the news?" If 

someone greets you, respond with the prin-

ciple (Nguzo Saba) for that day:  

December 26: "Umoja" — Unity 

December 27: "Kujichagulia" — Self-

determination 

December 28: "Ujima" — Collective work 

and responsibility 

December 29: "Ujamaa" — Cooperative 

economics 

December 30: "Nia" — Purpose 

December 31: "Kuumba" — Creativity 

January 1: "Imani" — Faith. 

Non-African-Americans are also welcome to 

participate in greetings. The traditional 

greeting for them is "Joyous Kwanzaa." 

Light the Kinara daily. Since each candle 

represents a specific principle, they are lit 

one day at a time, in a certain order. The 

black candle is always lit first. Some people 

light the remaining candles from left to right 

(red to green) while other people alternate 

as follows:  

Black candle 

Far left red candle 

Far right green candle 

Second red candle 

Second green candle 

Last red candle 

Last green candle 

Celebrate Kwanzaa in a variety of different 

ways. Pick and choose some or all of the 

following activities throughout the seven 

days of Kwanzaa, saving the feast for the 

sixth day. Kwanzaa ceremony may include:  

Drumming and musical selections. 

Readings of the African Pledge and the Prin-

ciples of Blackness. 

Reflections on the Pan-African colors, discus-

sions of African principles of the day, or reci-

tations of chapters in African history. 

The candle-lighting ritual of the Kinara. 

Artistic performances. 

Have the Kwanzaa Karamu (feast) on the 

sixth day (New Year's Eve). The Kwanzaa 

feast is a very special event that brings eve-

ryone closer to their African roots. It is tradi-

tionally held on December 31st and is a com-

munal and cooperative effort. Decorate the 

place where the feast will be held in a red, 

green, and black scheme. A large Kwanzaa 

setting should dominate the room where the 

feast will be held. A large Mkeka should be 

placed in the center of the floor where the 

food is placed creatively and made accessible 

to all to serve themselves. Before and during 

the feast, an informative and entertaining 

program should be presented.  

Traditionally, the program should involve 

welcoming, remembering, reassessment, 

recommitment and rejoicing concluded by a 

farewell statement and a call for greater 

unity. 

During the feast, drinks are to be shared 

from a communal cup, the Kikombe cha 

Umoja, passed around to all celebrants. 

Give out the gifts of Kuumba. Kuumba, 
meaning creativity, is highly encouraged and 
brings a sense of self-satisfaction. The gifts 
are usually exchanged between the parents 
and children and are given out traditionally 
on January 1st, the last day of Kwanzaa.  

 

 

https://www.wikihow.com/Husk-Corn
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Flag
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flags_of_Africa
https://www.wikihow.com/Light-a-Candle
https://www.wikihow.com/Decorate-Safely-for-the-Holiday-Season
https://www.wikihow.com/Be-Blessed-(Christianity)
https://www.wikihow.com/Crank-up-Your-Creativity
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News, Views & Commentary  
MoneyWalk 419: 

 

This program will help you undo financial 

bondage. 

If you’re like me, your mind must be continually re-
newed to expect by faith the hope that is in your 
heart for the present and future. The LORD has 
blessed me enormously, spiritually, mentally, emo-
tionally, physically, and economically, even though I 
have not always perfectly walked out my faith. But 
hold off on your judgment because God is not 
through with me yet. And, I’m sure He’s not through 
with you either. 
God is in the blessing & rewards business for those 
who love Him and are called according to His pur-
pose. Even for many people who are currently unbe-
lievers, He abundantly gives what they need to turn 
to Him as well as abundant resources to help them 
care for themselves and their families in this life. He 
has prepared much better for those who turn to Him 
by accepting Christ as Savior. Salvation and the in-
heritance of eternal life are received by grace 
through faith and not of works so no one can earn 
them. However, earthly and some spiritual blessings 
and rewards have conditions attached to them that 
require obedience to His commands. He desires that 
you obtain and appropriate them on earth in a way 
that is wholesome and that helps you be a great 
blessing to others around you. 
Some blessings & rewards that God wants you to 
have are above and beyond what you currently have 
and may only be obtained when you ask His will for 
particular situations and by faith believe and initiate 
action to bring these currently unseen things into the 
realm of the seen. Sometimes this requires constant 
and persistent petition and action until they are re-
ceived. Satan and his demonic cohorts stand in oppo-
sition to your blessings & rewards and try to block 
them because of the damaging effect these weapons 
have on his dark kingdom. Through the funding, 
preaching, and serving of the gospel many people 
are saved and the dark kingdom is driven out of their 
life and heart. Because I want the LORD’s will to be 
done on earth as it is in Heaven, I will forever remind 
myself to have a heart that loves the LORD and other 
people and put on the mind of Christ to be renewed 
in my thinking.  
I will walk in the Spirit to destroy the unfruitful works 
of the flesh. I have the power in me to expect the 
specific things He wants for me, so I will pray, call 
forth, and wait when necessary until they come. 
Then, I will move forward in prayer to find out new 
blessings& rewards He desires for me. I will let the 
Holy Spirit constantly inventory my heart to ensure 

my motives are right, yet I un-
derstand the motive behind my 
prayer requests is not dishonor-
able even though some things 
he wants for me and my family 
are higher cost than I have ever 
had. The LORD simply knows 

how to give good gifts and sometimes desires that 
you and I have things beyond our current financial 
ability to obtain. When blessings and rewards are 
properly obtained, appreciated, and managed they 
allow you to initiate greater acts of faith, be more 
useful in Kingdom service, meet family needs, and 
offer a testimony of His goodness to others, etc. 
  
Please pray for this ministry and email me with any 
questions. May the LORD bless you richly as you 
follow His plan! 
  
Matthew 7:7-11, Luke 11:9-13, Psalm 2:8, James 4:1-
2 
  
Please forward these bondage-breaking articles to 
other people who can use helpful insight! 
  
You can find books authored by Randy Parlor and 
Karen Parlor at www.Amazon.com 
  
You can find many other MoneyWalk articles on 
Facebook by looking at the NOTES created by Randy 
Parlor at https://www.facebook.com/#!/profile.php?
id=100000444069041&sk=notes. 
  
You can connect with Randy Parlor on Twitter and 
Linkedin 
  
You can also view and/or listen to MoneyWalk arti-
cles at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ 
 
You can connect with Randy Parlor on Twitter and 
Linkedin 
 
You can also view and/or listen to MoneyWalk arti-
cles at  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/profile.php?id=100000444069041&sk=notes
https://www.facebook.com/#!/profile.php?id=100000444069041&sk=notes
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ
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    Celebration  

          Announcements  

           By Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration Tribute to Mr. Ter-
ry E Tyler  

October 3, 1941-July 20, 2017 
Creator of Mr. Party marketing concept August 1985 

C.A. column September 2006 
   

Birthdays in December 2019    

Mr. Kevin Alexander Tyler celebrates his 26th birthday on December 1st, at home with 
family. 
Ms. Alisha “Happy” Randle celebrates her 35rd birthday on December 1st, “just chill’in!” 
Ms. Diona Houston celebrates her birthday on December 1st. She will turn 34 years of 
age. 
Ms. Marsha Civils celebrates her birthday on December 2nd. 
Mrs. Tracy Faulkner celebrates her birthday on December 2nd, with family and friends. 
Mr. “Wolf” celebrated his 56th year of life, December 2nd. 
Ms. Markita Atwater celebrates her 28th birthday on December 4th. “I want to say 
thanks to my mother, Rhonda Horton, for being here for me and watching me become 
a grown woman... Love you Mom!” 
Ms. Patricia Robinson celebrates her birthday on December 4th. 
Mr. T. J. Baldwin celebrates his 32th birthday on December 5th, with family and friends. 
Mr. Pone, of the Hood Riders MC, celebrates his birthday on December 6th. He says 
“Jesus loves you!!!” to his daughter and granddaughter. 
Ms. Cynthia Delapaz enjoys her 38th birthday on December 7th, with family and friends. 
“Much Love to my daughters!” 
Ms. Chantelle Brandon celebrates her birthday on December 8th. 
Ms. Jasmine Harris will celebrate her 30th birthday on December 9th at                 Grego-
ry’s Soul Food. 
Ms. Tabitha Fortner celebrates her 32nd birthday on December 10th, with family and 
friends.  
Ms. Kaylin “Kay Kay” Perkins, celebrating her 23 years, on December 12. 
Mr. Marc David Tyler II celebrates his 30th birthday on December 13th, with family and 
friends. 
Ms. Candace Clay celebrates her birth, 43 years, on December 15th. She says,” I love 
Living!” 
Ms. Kimmy Herlick celebrates her 49th birthday on December 15th, with family and 
friends. 
Mr. Andy Brown celebrates his birthday on December 15th, with his wife Coral, daugh-
ters and son. 
Ms. Cheryl Horn-Bernard will celebrate her birth on December 16th. 
Ms. Karen Morrow celebrates her 48th birthday on December 17th. “God Bless my fami-
ly, friends and extended family, Love you all!” 
Mr. Stafford L. Cobb celebrates his birthday on December 20th. “Life is lived forward 
and learned backwards” “Peace to all and 1 love!” 
Mr. Jameel Cooper celebrates his birthday on December 20th, with family and friends. 
Ms. DaQuaria Watkins will celebrate her 23st birthday on December 20th. Grandma 
says, “She is an excellent student!”  
Mr. Tommie L. Boyd will celebrate his 48th birthday on December 21st.  
Ms. Charita Robinson-Murphy will celebrate her birthday on December 21st, with her 
husband Michael and children. “Love You, my niece”, Uncle Billy 
Mr. Tyrell Potts will celebrate his birthday on December 25th. 
Mr. Anthony Michael Quarles will be celebrating his 28th birthday on December 26th 
with family and friends.  
Mr. Al Travis will celebrate his birthday on December 26th. 
*Special Holiday Message from:  
Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration 
 
December is the month of the Holy Days (Holiday) season… A time when people cele-
brate and share GOD’s Love…  
 
Love is GOD’s Character; choosing to put the needs of others before self.  
 
As you spend time with family (The foundation of a person’s life), friends and loved 
ones…  
 
Remember: It is nice to be important, it’s more important to be nice!!! 
 
You can never show a kindness too soon for you never know how soon it might be too 
late!!! 
 
We don’t laugh because we’re happy, we’re happy because we laugh!!! 
 
Smile, laugh; Celebrate a life filled with love every day…  
May the Love of GOD bring you Peace and Joy!!! 
 
Merry Christmas/Happy New Year 2016 
Joyful Hanukkah/Kwanza/Ramadan  
*Announcements  
 
Please let us know if you have any names to be removed… 
Mr. Party Website: mrpartycelebrationservice.com 
Face book Page: www.facebook.com/mrpartycserv 
Sportron International: www.mrparty.sportron.com 
“Offering Optimum Health/Financial Security” 
Celebration Gram – A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr. Party for 
that special someone or special occasion! Call 517-391-4849 or email: mrpar-
tycserv@aol.com 
 

Please send the information about you, your family or friends cele-
brating the Events of Life: Celebration Announcements 

 

 

mailto:mrpartycserv@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/mrpartycserv
file:///C:/Users/GeneralUse10/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/EYLH6BGK/www.mrparty.sportron.com
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THE REALS OF JUSTICE 
Arraignment 
 
By:  Ayanna D. Neal 
 

 What is an Arraignment? And if I’m the Defendant 
do I say anything? 
 
“A criminal defendant’s initial appearance before a judicial officer, where he/she 
learns the charge against him/her and his/her liberty is subject to restriction, marks the start of adversary 
judicial proceedings that trigger attachment of the Sixth Amendment right to counsel.” Rothgery v. Gillespie 
Co, 554 US 191, 213 (2008) The arraignment is the beginning of the criminal justice process. A person who has 
been charged with a crime appears before a magistrate or judge.  A person who has been charged with a 
crime is the defendant.  A defendant may appear at arraignment with or without an attorney.  The purpose of 
the arraignment is to inform the defendant of the nature of the crime(s) charged, the maximum penalty, his/
her constitutional rights, right to have a bond set and the right to enter a plea.   A defendant arrested pursu-
ant to a warrant must be taken to the court that is stated in the warrant.  At the arraignment for a felony or 
misdemeanor with a penalty more than 92 days jail, the court must make sure that the defendant’s finger-
prints have been taken.  If the person hasn’t had their fingerprints taken the court can order to person to go to 
a police agency to do so or can order the person committed to the custody of the sheriff for the taking of the 
fingerprints.  
When a defendant is arraigned for an offense that the district court has jurisdiction the defendant must be 
told: 1) the name of the offense; the maximum sentence; and the defendant’s right a) to the assistance of an 
attorney and to a trial; b) to an appointed attorney if applicable; and to a trial by jury.  When a defendant is 
arraigned on a felony charge or a misdemeanor charge that has a maximum penalty of more than one year, 
the court must advise the defendant of many additional rights, court hearings and dates, and information 
regarding pretrial release. 
When an attorney is present for an arraignment, most attorneys enter their appearance and waive the formal 
reading of the charge(s).  The attorney asks the court to enter a plea of not guilty or stand mute on behalf of 
the defendant. The attorney will do most of the talking with the court and will direct the defendant when he/
she is to speak. The court obtains contact information for the defendant and usually then addresses bond.  
Most courts provide a copy of the complaint, the document that contains the charge(s), to the attorney.   If an 
attorney is not present, the court will usually enter a plea of not guilty or stand mute on the defendant’s be-
half.  
The magistrate or judge always advises the defendant of his/her basic constitutional rights.  Generally, a de-
fendant is required to review the advice of rights form and then sign and date it and provide their address and 
phone number to the court.  If an attorney is present the attorney will go over the rights with the defendant 
and answer any questions prior to the defendant signing the advice of rights form.   
The only thing that a defendant should say during arraignment is to answer yes or no regarding whether they 
are able to read, write and understand the English language.  Answer yes or no as to if they understand their 
rights.  Answer yes or no as to if they reviewed and understand the advice of rights form.  Answer yes or no as 
to whether it is their signature on the advice of rights form and the correct contact information and that they 
signed the form on that date.  If applicable a defendant should answer questions from the court for the pur-
pose of the court making a determination a bond but should not talk about the facts of the case or parties 
involved in the case.  
If, however, a defendant is high on alcohol or drugs before an arraignment, they are unlikely to be able to fully 
comprehend what is going on.  An arraignment should not begin or should not continue if it is known that the 
defendant is in such condition.  The arraignment should be adjourned and rescheduled.   
The arraignment is not an opportunity for a defendant to tell his/her side of the story.  The defendant should 
not talk about the facts of the case(s).  The defendant should only answer the questions of the court.  Any-
thing that a defendant says during an arraignment can be held against him/her.  
 
 
*Disclaimer & legal information: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any agency, organization, employer, this newspaper 
or anyone else.  This article is for informational purposes only not for the purpose of providing medical or legal 
advice.  

 

Ayanna Neal 

 

Sports 

Spartans Become Bowl Eligible with 19-16 Win Over Maryland 

EAST LANSING - Quarterback Brian Lewerke took the snap, kneeled for a two-yard loss, and the 

remnants of the 20,000 hardy fans who braved the November cold in Spartan Stadium to sup-

port the Spartan football team in its 2019 regular season finale Saturday, November 30 along 

with those watching television across the nation breathed a tremendous sigh of relief.  

Senior place kicker, Matt Coghlin, had nailed his fourth field goal of the afternoon to give Mich-

igan State a 19-16 victory over Maryland in a Big Ten contest here and give MSU a 6-6 regular 

season mark and cinch a December bowl berth. 

“A win is a win,” said Spartan players and coaches alike as they made what looked like a brave 

effort to celebrate a not so feel good victory in what head coach Mark Dantonio had an-

nounced as a must win “program game.” 

Achieving bowl eligibility was described by players as “minimum expectations for the MSU 

football program, “and with just minutes remaining, it looked like this group of Spartans were 

going to fail to meet them. MSU was tied, 16-16, when the Spartans took possession on their 

own 11-yard line with 7:13 remaining in the fourth quarter. Lewerke engineered a 12-play 74-

yard drive ending with Coghlin’s 33-yard field goal to put MSU out front, 19-16, with just 2:14 

on the clock. 

Anthony McFarland, who had ripped the MSU defense for 134 yards rushing in 8 carries, in-

cluding a 63-yard touchdown dash, had Spartan fans on the edge of their seats as he threat-

ened to go all the way with the ensuing kickoff, returning it 40 yards to the Maryland 42 before 

Dominique Long made a game saving stop. 

Lewerke opened the drive with a 12-yard pass to Anthony Williams, then completed six more 

as MSU moved to the Maryland 21 before the drive fizzled and MSU settled for Coghlin’s boot 

from 33 yards out. 

The Spartans must now wait for the Big Ten to determine in what bowl game they will be a 

conference representative. The likely choices are the Quick Lane Bowl, December 26 in De-

troit, or the Pinstripe Bowl in New York, December 27.  

Spartan fans are hoping for the Quick Lane, which will be played indoors within the friendly 

confines of Ford Field.  

“Our fans will certainly go to Detroit,” said MSU trustee, Joel Ferguson. “I don’t know how well 

we’ll travel to New York.” 

As a minimum standard, bowl eligibility is particularly important to this year’s group of Spar-

tans since a larger than usual number of freshmen, true and red shirt, have worked their way 

into the lineup due to injuries and decisions to transfer. 

Twenty-six freshmen appear in the MSU three-deep depth chart, five as starters. Add to that 

the five sophomores in the Saturday starting line-up and it’s clear that the continued practice 

and extra work gained by a bowl appearance should help boost the program as it seeks to get 

back on a conference top tier track. 

At the Spartans’ annual Awards Dinner held Sunday, December 1, defensive end, Ken Willekes, 

was named MSU’s Governor’s Award winner as the team’s most valuable player for a second 

straight year. 

 

No 34 Anthony Williams picture courte-

sy of msuspartans.com 


