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The 411

SMOOTH JAZZ SPECIAL EDITION

JULY 2019
EVERY TUESDAY AND EVERY SECOND FRIDAY
Ballroom Dancing with Sterling Armstrong at Gregory’s 2510
N. MLK Jr. BLVD. Lansing. MI for more info call 517-256-8051
MONTHLY-Coffee or Drinks with State Representative Sarah
Anthony. For venue and times call 517-373-0826

JULY 8-19, 2019
“B.C.F.I. Steam Ahead Summer Camp”
9:00AM-4:30PM Students Grades 1-8 Trinity AME Church
3500 Holmes Rd. Lansing, MI 48911 for information call
517-290-3004
JULY 13, 2019
“SAINT STEPHEN’S COMMUNITY CHURCH GOLF OUTING”
College Fields Golf Club, Registration 8:30AM Shotgun start
9:00AM $260 per Foursome Scholarships available-for more
information call 517-484-2180
JULY 25, 2019
“DEE HIBBERT AT THE GRAND!”
Silky Soul Singer, Jazz Serenade, and Love Balladeer 6:00-8:00
PM at Lansing’s Riverfront Corridor, the Concert is Free!
for more information call 517-657-3509

AUGUST 1, 2019 (Deadline)
“ZONTA WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP”
Women of any age pursuing a Technology degree or related
program Full-time with outstanding potential are encouraged to
apply, only Those graduating in December or later will be eligible. info- Log-in to www.zonta.org https://
membership.zonta.org/tools/award-scholarship-fellowshiptools to scroll down to find the application

Governor Holds Juneteenth Reception

Juneteenth Committee Members from Lansing, Detroit and
Flint attended a reception held by Governor Gretchen

R.I.P. Melvin Walker 1940-2019

Doc Powell

in music history on over 200 songs by some of
the biggest artists in every genre of music and
has earned him over 12 gold & platinum records. Fifteen years of recording and touring
with the Pavarotti of soul Luther Vandross,
has kept him at the forefront of contemporary jazz, rhythm & blues and gospel music,
contributing to some of the biggest live conLANSING, Michigan - An Evening of Smooth
cert tours and major recording projects by
Jazz is upon us and it’s headed back to midsome of contemporary music giants including;
Michigan for the 15th consecutive summer.
Prince, Chaka Kahn, Jennifer Hudson, Mariah
“We’re excited for everyone coming” said
Carey, Alicia Keys, John Legend, Kirk Franklin,
BMRW Promotions spokesperson Charlie
Yolanda Adams and Mary, Mary among many
Wilson.
About the upcoming event on July 26th, Wil- others. He has also been heard in television
commercials, soap operas like One Life To
son says there also a lot to celebrate and
certainly a lot to be thankful for. He expects Live and movie soundtracks such as; Down
and Out In Beverly Hills, Turner & Hooch, The
it to be fun and just “downright jazzy”.
Goonies, Hero and The Five Heart Beats.
If you attended the first performance of An
Evening of Smooth Jazz in 2005 at the Hannah The meeting between Powell and the late
Luther Vandross catapulted them into worldCommunity Center in East Lansing or any
wide performances and live recordings of
others in the series, then you already know
about the caliber of incredible talent and the some of Vandross biggest hits such as “Busy
value of having the show like this in the com- Body,” “Give Me The Reason,” “Forever, For
Always, For Love,” and the infamous guitar
munity. BMRW Promotions has hosted
solo on the mega hit “Stop to Love.” When
GRAMMY award winners and nominees.
Vandross penned “She Loves Me Back” and
Acclaimed contemporary jazz groups and
sang the line, ”This man is the Doctor”, it
some of the best artists on the planet have
became Powell’s formal introduction to the
come to An Evening of Smooth Jazz and
music world and the name would stick.
many had never performed in the greater
The Miller Group returns from North CaroliLansing area, like Gerald Albright, Tim Bowna. These fellas helped to kick off An Evening
man, Bob Baldwin, Norman Brown, Jazz in
of Smooth Jazz in 2005 at the Hannah ComPink, Larry Braggs, Nick Colionne, Jackiem
munity Center in East Lansing and if there is
Joyner, Eric Darius, Phil Perry, Tom Braxton.
one thing that fans remember other than the
Artists like Kimmie Horne, Tim Cunningham,
incredible music, it is that these guys love to
Charles & Gwen Scales with Modern Tribe,
Angela Davis, Penny Wells, Al McKenzie, The have fun.
Miller Group, Straight Ahead, 496 West, Too A group that sprouted from this community
music series is 496 West. As a collective, they
Smooth 4 Notes and Impulse have all added
have garnered a reputation of being one of
to the special memories of fans with their
talent but and most importantly, these events the best live bands based in mid-Michigan.
With soulful vocals, a powerhouse horn sechave excited the audience.
There’s a good chance that you already know tion, killer keys, silky strings and indispensable percussions, 496 West offers soul, smooth
the theater’s acoustics are impressive if you
have attended since the event was moved to jazz, R&B, a sprinkling of the blues and of
course, gospel jazz styles. 496 West has
Holt in 2009 for a larger space. As a whole,
opened for jazz stalwarts, Grammy winners
really there isn’t a bad seat in the house.
and Grammy-nominees. They performed at
Here’s a glimpse of this year’s concert celethe Summer Solstice Jazz festival a few weeks
bration that takes place at 7:30 pm Friday,
July 26, 2019 at the Holt High School Marga- ago and will make a few stops across Michiret Livensparger Theater, 5885 W. Holt Road gan with stops in Monroe, Southfield, Musin Holt MI with Grammy nominated guitarist kegon and Novi this summer.
Vocalist Karla Pace is a polished Native DeDoc Powell, The Miller Group from North
Carolina, Lansing’s 496 West and Detroit vo- troiter with a soulful voice. She's had the
pleasure of opening for such major acts as,
calist Karla Pace.
Doc Powell performs in mid-Michigan for the Anita Baker, India.Aire, Richard Street's
first time. His signature guitar sound is sealed Temptation, Howie Mandell, LL Cool J, Buster

Summer Heat Returns for An
Evening of Smooth Jazz
Community Music Series
Celebrates 15 Year Milestone

Rhymes, Alexander O’Neil and Musiq
Soulchild just to name a few.
Longtime community partners and supporters
are associated with this music series. Dean
Transportation has been on board before the
first note was played. The Michigan Bulletin
has covered every event. Budget Printing has
supported local ticket sales. A repeat
attendee with front row seats purchased the
first ticket for the July 26th show 5 years ago -enthusiast James Butler. Many have volunteered for 8-12 years.
BMRW Promotions sees music as a vital and
powerful language in the community’s cultural heritage. The group supports this by
providing affordable opportunities for audiences and a platform for artists to preserve
the jazz art form. Hosting music events like
this one in the schools is also a perfect way to
demonstrate jazz as a valid expression for
students to create and express themselves in
a global environment.
Local students have also shared special experiences through informal interaction with the
artists and technical crew. Many have participated in the production and engaged in
unique learning of the arts, through first-hand
experiences in stage management, sound,
lighting or event management. About 28
students participated in a special Math and
Music Camp held in Lansing and several individuals and groups have also performed including Dennis Johnson, the Shabazz Choir
under the direction of Joshua Hicks before
heading to the Cherry Festival in Washington
DC, Kaleb Crowell, Kennedy Robinson, Morgan Quinney-Naval, Sophia Simons, Ayendie
Pulliam and several MSU Jazz Studies students.
“BMRW Promotions is proud to provide a
platform for incredibly talented instrumentalists and soulful vocalists”, said Wilson
“It’s our 15th year for An Evening of Smooth
Jazz; it’s our 10th year in the beautiful Margaret Livensparger Theater. We have people
returning from other parts of the country and
a lot of first timers. We’ve got a lot of music,
a lot of celebrating and a lot of memories to
make”.
That all said, tickets are available at
www.BMRWpromotions.com, at Budget
Printing on Trowbridge Road in East Lansing
and by phone at 517-372-7246.

Lansing Public Safety Youth Leadership Academy Recognition Ceremony

2019 Rhythm and Blues Hall of Fame Awardee

“Lady Champagne” pictured above, received her Blues
Hall of Fame Award June 30, 2019 at The House of Blues
Bert’s Market Place Club in Detroit , Michigan.

The Lansing Public Safety Youth Leadership
Academy (LPSYLA) is an enrichment and community revitalization initiative founded in
2016 jointly formed and operated by the Lansing Police Department (LPD), Lansing Fire
Department (LFD) and other city departments.
This co-ed experience for ages 13-16 is aimed
at developing interest and awareness regarding emergency services careers. The academy
provides firsthand experience in hopes of
providing a new perspective to show our fuLt. to Rt. 2019 LPSYLA Participants and Staff. Ceremony Keynote Speaker Exavier Ramsey
ture leaders that there is a lot that goes into
protecting a serving the Lansing Community. Highlights: • Since 2016 over 40 youth have attended the program with several
returning each year. • Several participants have participated in an annual community service outing were LPD and LFD first
responders give gifts to kids during the holidays in Sparrow’s pediatric ward. • Participants were involved in Public Safety
Forum held by LPD, MSP, and Governor Snider. • In 2018 Peckham added a LPSYLA OJT paid internship opportunity in partnership with Lansing Parks & Recreation. Interns work in conjunction with police and fire staff . This year’s LPSYLA program
was held on June 21, 2019, 11:00 AM. at Peckham Inc in Lansing, Michigan
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News, Views & Commentary

Why Come to the Mackinaw Island Conference?
Our 2020 To Do List – The Mackinac Policy Conference
By Dichondra Johnson, Michigan Bulletin Contributor

Detroit Regional Chamber unveiled its 2019 Mackinac Policy Conference (MPC) To-Do List following three days of discussions featuring top state, regional, and national thought leaders. Chamber
President and CEO Sandy Baruah discussed the Chambers recommended goals concluding the 39th annual Conference.
“The Mackinac Policy Conference is Michigan’s premier policy
event. While we don’t make policy, we bring together statewide
leadership to have honest and engaging conversations on the
critical issues facing our state.” Baruah said.

Mackinaw Lansing Reception Attendees Councilman, Peter Spadafore , Dichondra Johnson, and
Lansing Mayor Schor.

The Chamber hosts the nationally recognized Conference, convening more than 1,700 of Michigan’s top leadership. Black attendees represent a growing, but small number of participating leaders. Making it even more important Michigan black professionals– especially those passionate about the impact of policy in Michigan – take
part in the ritual of attending MPC consistently each year.
MPC is a critical destination for both burgeoning young and more seasoned professional black professionals. We
must continue to invest in our own personal career growth. This not-to-miss event in political leadership is also a
key destination for business owners to get coveted face time with key decision makers, all while sharing a casual
buggy ride on the no car Island.
From an African-American perspective, our to do list must be to grow our own presence in critical policy discussions that have direct impact on our Michigan communities. We must be and stay in the room to be a voice in
Michigan’s democracy.

MoneyWalk 396:
Please the Lord when
you Sell
This program will help you
undo financial bondage.

On earth, to have a job, hold a job, and be promoted throughout life a person must sell his /
her willingness to work, skills, abilities, and/or
accomplishments. Action in this regard takes
many different forms from filling out job applications with many employers to starting entrepreneurial ventures that require the sale of
products and services to other people in order
to earn income and build wealth from your
endeavors. Such abundant blessing and rewards do not come to or remain with the slothful and lazy.
Some have chosen to provide defective products, shoddy service, and lie about benefits and
guarantees in order to make the sale, however
you don’t have to and should not sell products
and services deceitfully. God will give you
peace and joy and meet all your need according
to His riches in glory when you operate in the
utmost integrity. Your use of self-control to
always display honest business dealings will
show that you are a citizen of Heaven who understands you only reside on earth temporarily
in anticipation of moving into the heavenly
home the LORD prepared for you once you
leave earth.
It is necessary to sell yourself, products, and
services in a manner and for an end that pleases God and helps other people in order to be
the witness God intends you to be to lead other
people to Christ. When your integrity causes a
job, project, or bid to pass you by, God will
bring other opportunities your way that will
allow you to stay within His will, abundantly
provide for you, and keep you under His protective covering where you will be immune
from the earthly and spiritual liabilities associated with criminal, illegal, unethical, and immoral practices. Such ungodly practices set the
table for sudden collapse and destruction of
your life, business, and reputation. So, make

sure you use methods that please the LORD
when you go about selling yourself, goods, and
services to other people.
Please pray for this ministry and email me with
any questions. May the LORD bless you richly as
you follow His plan!
Nehemiah 5:7-13, Proverbs 11:25-27, 16:1-3,
1Corinthians 8:9, James 4:17
Please forward these bondage-breaking articles
to other people who can use helpful insight!
You can find books authored by Randy Parlor
and Karen Parlor at www.Amazon.com
You can find many other MoneyWalk articles
on Facebook by looking at the NOTES created
by Randy Parlor at https://www.facebook.com/
#!/profile.php?
id=100000444069041&sk=notes.
You can connect with Randy Parlor on Twitter
and Linkedin
You can also view and/or listen to MoneyWalk
articles at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCXnztOIesOKIrSd_H6c-8mQ
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Celebration

Announcements
Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration
Birthdays in July 2019
rMs. Jackie Wilkerson enjoyed her birthday on July 5th.
Mr. Ed “Jerome” Jones enjoyed his 57th birthday on July 6th with a “Blow Out Party”!
Ms. Allique DeMyers celebrated her birthday on July 7th.
Mr. Chad Foster enjoys his 51st birthday on July 7th.
Ms.Latesha Clemons, celebrating her 45th birthday on July 8th,with a celebration at
Gregory’s Soul Food, on July 7th.
Ms. Nicole Borrego celebrated her 41st birthday on July 8th.
Mr. Anhrion Frazier enjoyed his 71st birthday on July 9th.
Mr. Marcus Jefferson celebrated his birthday on July 10th with friends and family.
Miss. Savannah Flowers born July 11th celebrated her 8th birthday with her Mom, dad,
family and friends.
Ms. Renee Freeman enjoyed her birthday on July 11th.
Mr. Charles Moore enjoyed his birthday on July 12th.
Ms. Danie Jackson celebrated her birthday July 12th.
Ms. Alexis Evans celebrated her 33rd birthday on July 12th, with Tori, Chris, Momma D,
Stacey and our loving DJ Becky. Live life to the fullest and sing your heart out, love you
all!!!
Ms. Sharika J. Smith celebrates her 36th birthday July 13th. She says, "Happy Birthday
to Me!"
Mr. Alixandru Garza celebrates his 15th birthday on July 13th."Happy Birthday, to my
baby from your Mommy; I love forever!"
Mr. Fred Ortiz celebrated his 63rd birthday on July 13th.
Ms. Bethany (Big Dinner) Davis will celebrate her birthday on July 13th, with family and
friends.
Miss Alexianna – Jaesse Murray celebrates her 9th birthday on the 14th of July.
Mr. Alexander Murray celebrated his birthday July 14th.
Ms. Marie Moody: enjoying her 39th birthday on July 14th.
Mr. Steven Dickens celebrates his birthday on July 16th.
Ms. Elena C. Barren celebrates her birthday on July 16th.
Ms. Regina E. Riddle enjoys her birthday on July 16th.
Ms. Teleah Payne celebrates her birthday on July 17th, with family and friends.
Ms. Linda Ortiz celebrates her60th birthday on July 17th.
Ms. Annie Mae celebrates her 48th birthday on July 17th. She says, “Live laugh love, for
living is life, laughing makes life longer and love makes life stronger!!!”
Ms. Beckie Knapp enjoys her 29th birthday on July 18th.
Mr. Jacob Payne celebrates his birthday on July 18th.
Mrs. April Branson celebrates her birthday on July 19th, with her husband Kirk and family.
Ms. Miranda Ebright celebrates her birthday on July 19th.
Ms. Nita Byrd enjoys her 45th birthday on July 20th
Ms. Marinell Y. White celebrates her birthday on July 20th.
Mr. Raynard O. Jones celebrates his birthday on July 20th.
Mr. Nathaniel Porter celebrates his 16th birthday on July 20th, with family and friends.
Boys grow up so fast. "Mommy (Kelly) loves you so much! Hugs & kisses to Nate.
Judge Clinton Canady III (Joe), born on July 20th, enjoys his 71st birthday with family and
friends.
Ms. Jennifer Cogswell celebrates her 34th birthday on July 21st, with Jeremy (Smiley) Hill
who's love, and friendship will always be treasured. “I LOVE YOU!!!”
Ms. Kris Phillips enjoys her 26 plus birthday on July 21st, with all her friends.
Ms. Olivia Sheppard enjoys her birthday on July 21st. “Happy Birthday to Me!!!”
Ms. Jodi Davis celebrates her 33rd birthday on July 21st.
Miss. Natalia Milan McWright, born to Erica and Ellsworth Carter McWright, celebrates
her 8th birthday on July 22nd.
Ms. Charlisse Hicks celebrates her 38th birthday on July 22nd, with family and friends.
Dr. M. Joan Cousin celebrates her birthday on July 22nd.
Ms. Natalie Riddle-Bashford celebrates her birth on July 22nd.
Ms. Monta Nichols celebrates her birthday on July 22nd.
Ms. Cynthia Yarrell celebrates her birthday on July 22nd.
Ms. Saundra Dixon celebrates her day of birth on July 22nd.
Ms. Andrea Quintero, born July 25th, celebrates her 34th birthday with family and
friends.
Mrs. Emma J. Jackson celebrates her birthday on July 24th.
Mr. Jerrell Richards celebrates his 33rd birthday on July 25th.
Ms. Dede Annis celebrates her birthday on July 25th, with family and friends.
Mr. Robert Lopez celebrates his birthday on July 25th with family and friends.
Ms. Krystal Dixon celebrates her birthday on July 25th.
Mr. Alfred E. Huguely celebrates his birthday on July 26th. GOD BE PRAISED!!!
Ms. Pamela Martin celebrates her 41st birthday on July 27th, with family and friends.
Ms. Stephanie J. Parker, E-5, Petty Officer 2nd Class; U.S. Navy celebrates her 55th birthday on July 26th. "We're proud of you!"
Ms. Grace Majors celebrates her birthday on July 27th.
Ms. Rhonda Couthen celebrates her birthday on July 27th.
Ms. Helen Love enjoys her birthday on July 27th.
Mr. Kol Cee Biggs celebrates his 52nd birthday on July 27th, with family and friends.
Ms. Mattie Bradley celebrates her birthday on July 28th.
Ms. Storm and Ms. Stormy Armstrong celebrate their birthday on July 28th.
Ms. Yvonne Ragland celebrates her birthday on July 30th.
Mr. Elijah Bermudez celebrates his 14th birthday on July 31st, with family and friends.
Ms. Roszene DeMyers celebrates her birthday on July 31st, with family and friends.
Mr. Hugh E. Jones celebrates his birthday on July 31st, with family and friends.
*Anniversaries
Mr. & Mrs. Randy and Stacy Ebright celebrated their wedding anniversary on July 11th.
“Fifteen wonderful years together”!
Mr. Kris Graham and Mrs. Gerri Graham celebrated 23 beautiful years together… Happy Anniversary!!!
Mr. Party Website: mrpartycelebrationservice.com
Face book Page: www.facebook.com/mrpartycserv
www.mrparty.sportrondirect.com
Celebration Gram – A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr. Party for
that special someone or special occasion! Call 517-391-4849 or email: mrpartycserv@aol.com

Please send the information about you,
your family or friends celebrating the
Events of Life: Celebration Announcements!
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THE REALS OF JUSTICE
Where Can I Smoke My Weed?
By Ayanna D. Neal

Recreational use of marijuana was legalized in Michigan after voters approved Proposal 1, creating the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana (MRTMA) on December 6, 2018.
So, where can one smoke one’s marijuana? You can only smoke
Ayanna Neal
marijuana in private It is illegal, a civil infraction punishable by a
$100 fine, to consume marijuana in public. There isn’t much clarity regarding what is considered “in public.” Some say, “My front porch is where I like to smoke my marijuana because it’s private property.” But some people have said they’ve done this but ended up
with law enforcement contact. Yes, your porch is private property but is in public view.
Some good advice for such a situation is to consume marijuana inside your home or inside
some other private property that allows it. A landlord can prohibit marijuana consumption
so be sure to read your lease to know whether you can consume marijuana in your home
if you’re a tenant. And if you’re a college student who lives on campus in a dorm or other
college housing you should definitely know the college or university’s policy because many
colleges and universities have drug-free policies which would prohibit you from consuming or possessing marijuana on college property. The same is true regarding your motor
vehicle. Consuming marijuana in a vehicle is prohibited by the (MRTMA). But the MRTMA
doesn’t specify what the penalty is for such a violation. The MRTMA also prohibits consuming marijuana while driving. This is not the same as driving under the influence of marijuana. Driving under the influence of marijuana is a crime with possible fines and incarceration just like operating while intoxicated by the consumption of alcohol (OWI).
You shouldn’t smoke marijuana during work lunch or any other work breaks. Employers
own or own the use of their property and can ban marijuana consumption or possession
on their property and in their facilities just like a ban on smoking cigarettes. Most employers have a policy that bans being high while working. Employers can do drug testing even
though marijuana is legal. An employer can discipline or even terminate an employee for
a positive test. It is always best to check with the employer regarding their policy for controlled substances. Some employers do drug testing prior to hiring an employee. Each
employer is different as to whether they’ll hire a person with a positive marijuana test. A
lot of employers have no tolerance policies for controlled substances and some employers
may do work for the federal government, which prohibits consumption and possession of
marijuana because both are illegal federally, and the feds are prohibiting from contracting
with companies who don’t follow federal law. If it’s a job you really want to get or want
to keep and there is a policy against controlled substance consumption, or you don’t know
what the policy is it’s probably a good idea to go on a timeout from marijuana.
Before you light up make sure you’re somewhere you can legally fire it up.
*Disclaimer & legal information: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any agency,
organization, employer, this newspaper or anyone else. This article is for informational
purposes only not for the purpose of providing medical or legal advice.

Snoop Dogg Celebrating 25 years of “Doggystyle “ at the Aretha!

Snoop Dogg, pictured above celebrated 25th anniversary of his 1993 debut album “Doggy Style” on July 5, 2019 at
the Aretha Franklin Amphitheatre (formerly know as Chene Park) The Detroit , Michigan stop was part of the Puff
Puff Pass” tour that included Warren G, and Bone-Thugs-N-Harmony. Photo by Bill McClain of the Michigan Bulletin

