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Title VI at 57: Commemorating the 

Passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

July marks the fifty-seventh anniversary of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, a landmark law 

passed at the height of the modern civil 

rights movement and amid entrenched racial 

discrimination and massive resistance to 

desegregation. The law came a century after 

our country fought a war to end slavery, 

whose vestiges were then codified by Jim 

Crow and conserved by the de jure protec-

tion of separate but unequal spaces. Put 

simply, the Civil Rights Act’s passage in 1964 

was not an end to the struggle, it was a new 

beginning. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil 

Rights Act into law, and the building that 

houses the Department of Education is 

named after him—a reminder that the civil 

rights movement has deep roots in Ameri-

ca’s schoolhouses and campuses. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act is especially 

important within the Office for Civil Rights 

(OCR) and the Department, as it applies to 

elementary, secondary, and postsecondary 

schools in all 50 states, the District of Colum-

bia, Puerto Rico, and U.S. territories. The law 

prohibits recipients of Federal financial as-

sistance from discriminating based on race, 

color, or national origin both in and outside 

of the classroom. 

For almost six decades, OCR has enforced 

Title VI and its implementing regulations in 

instances where recipients’ unlawful dis-

crimination has taken the form of different 

treatment of individuals and disparate im-

pact on groups of people. This work is fully 

part of broader efforts in OCR and across the 

Department to ensure equal opportunity for 

students who experience overlapping forms 

of discrimination based on race, color, na-

tional origin, disability, age, and sex, includ-

ing sexual orientation and gender identity. 

As Secretary Cardona says, all means all, and 

we are laser focused on standing with every 

single student. 

The words— “free from discrimination”—

are both a foundation and a minimum of 

what our nation’s students deserve and 

should expect from their educational experi-

ence. And yet the fight to protect that foun-

dation is as important now as it ever has 

been. While progress has been made, we 

know from OCR’s Civil Rights Data Collection 

that stark racial and ethnic disparities re-

main in the administration of school disci-

pline, for example, and that far too many 

schools are racially isolated, inequitably 

resourced, and do not offer equal access to 

programs that allow students to succeed. 

As President Biden stated in his Executive 

Order On Advancing Racial Equity and Sup-

port for Underserved Communities Through 

the Federal Government, “advancing equity, 

civil rights, racial justice, and equal oppor-

tunity is the responsibility of the whole of 

our Government.” It is a solemn responsibil-

ity, and I am proud to be part of a Depart-

ment that is wholly committed to its execu-

tion, in letter and spirit. Here are some high-

lights from OCR’s ongoing work to advance 

racial equity: 

COVID-19’s Impacts on Students and 

Schools. In June, we issued Education in a 

Pandemic: The Disparate Impacts of COVID-

19 on America’s Students, which explores 

how the impacts of COVID-19 are falling 

disproportionately on students who went 

into the pandemic with the fewest educa-

tional opportunities. Many students who 

experience the pandemic’s harshest effects 

are from marginalized and underserved 

communities, with early research showing 

disparities based on race, ethnicity, LGBTQ+ 

identity, and other factors. 

Discipline in PreK-12 Schools. We are cur-

rently soliciting information from the public 

on the administration of school discipline to 

determine what type of guidance to schools 

is necessary to ensure the nondiscriminato-

ry application of discipline practices—please 

consider sharing your insights. This request 

follows our earlier national convening on 

examining disparities in school disci-

pline hosted by OCR and the Civil Rights 

Division of the U.S. Department of Justice, 

which focused on strategies for addressing 

disparities in school discipline and promot-

ing positive school climates. 

Harassment of Asian American and Pacific 

Islander Students. In May, during Asian 

American and Pacific Islander Heritage 

Month, we issued a Dear Educator Letter to 

remind schools of their obligation to address 

harassment of students because on their 

race, color, or national origin, including har-

assment of Asian American and Pacific Is-

lander students. OCR also released a fact 

sheet, Confronting COVID-19-Related Har-

assment in Schools, jointly with DOJ, to pro-

vide students and families information about 

the role that ED and DOJ play in protecting 

students’ civil rights.   

Civil Rights and School Reopening. OC-

R’s Questions and Answers on Civil Rights 

and School Reopening in the COVID-19 Envi-

ronment addresses schools’ responsibilities 

to respond to  harassment based on race, 

color, and national origin, including during 

remote instruction, to ensure against dis-

criminatory use of discipline, and the re-

sponsibility of school districts to ensure 

against significant racial disparities in access 

to particular education resources or patterns 

of racial inequality across a variety of re-

sources, highlighting OCR’s earlier guidance 

on resource comparability. 

As we take time today to mark the anniver-

sary of the Civil Rights Act, we also honor the 

heroes, both known and unknown, who 

fought for the rights that the law enshrines. 

And we acknowledge that the fight contin-

ues; that the promise of equal opportunity, 

while closer than it was 57 or 157 years ago, 

remains unfulfilled. Until it is, OCR stands 

ready to enforce the law and protect our 

students from discrimination. Article courtesy of 

Elizabeth Chu of Ed.gov. 
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MUSIC OF THE SOUL  
                                               © 2020    Dee Freeman  
 
Music, music, it's the harmony of the soul  
Let it sink into your spirit, energizing and making 
you bold 
Let it spew from your mouth, ooze from every pore 
Let it tickle your ear drums, making you beg for 
more.......... 
 
Let the pulsating rhythms of this music resonate, 
echo,  
Resound, bouncing off the page 
Mimicking rushing blood as the beats audaciously 
pound 
At every life stage 
Soulful music makes limp bodies straighten right up 
and dance 
A pulsating spirit: you can't be still, gotta move 
about, gotta prance 
 
Let these sultry eargasms surge, bombarding the 
heart,  
Let them throb and audibly pound 
Let all filtered notes, imbue authentic progression  
Let them encapsulate like melodic, pulsating sur-
round sound 
Let the rhythmic sounds explode, even detonate  
Let it move at will...and I reiterate...even penetrate  
 
Music, Soul music; echoes bouncing in the cham-
bers of the heart 
Channeling memories and pumping love from its' 
infectious start 
The churned music flows...enriches, fertilizes, and 

strengthens the mind 
Gives rich life, sustenance, and gusto to heirs...Of 
an extraordinary kind 
 
Jazzy and progressive movements will make your 
finger snap to the beat 
Syncopated sound will have you moving, from head 
to feet 
These musical passages… so bold, so rich, and so 
loud 
Uplift our heritage, keeping us aware and making us 
so proud 
 
Ah, Sweet Music! the melodious syncopation of the 
past 
This music of my ancestors emerges and evolves to 
forever last 
This rhythmic flow keeps ancestral royalty in our 
veins 
Let this cadence continue to throb; to beat; to uplift 
and to maintain  
 
Let these soulful beats keep giving us cause to cele-
brate 
Let it lift our voices in harmony, our souls to ele-
vate  
Let it flow, let it connect and let it bind us to our 
past 
For in the deep recesses of our hearts, 
Our music...this rich spiritual and bodacious music 
Captivates even when allowed to blast 
And We will ensure it will forever last!  
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    Celebration  

          Announcements  

           By Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration   

Tribute :Mr. Terry E Tyler  

Oct.3,141-July 20,2017 

Creator of Mr. Party marketing concept August 1985 

C.A. column September 2006  

Birthdays in July 2021  

Mr. Willie Horrice is celebrating his 8th birthday on July 3rd. He is a loveable child who 

like to play, loving Life and people. “Willie, You have brought me so much Joy; Mommy 

loves You: keep on being You!!! 

Mrs. Deborah D. Chetester celebrates her birth on July 5.  

Ms. Jackie Wilkerson enjoyed her birthday on July 5th. 

Ms. Allique DeMyers celebrated her birthday on July 7th. 

Mr. Chad Foster enjoys his 53rd birthday on July 7th. 

Ms. Latesha Clemons, celebrating her 47th birthday on July 8th.  

Ms. Nicole Borrego celebrated her 43rd birthday on July 8th. 

Mr. Anhrion Frazier enjoyed his 73rd birthday on July 9th. 

Mr. Marcus Jefferson celebrated his birthday on July 10th.  

Miss. Savannah Flowers, born July 11th, celebrates her 10th birthday with her Mom, 

Dad, family, and friends. 

Ms. Renee Freeman enjoyed her birthday on July 11th. 

Mr. Charles Moore enjoyed his birthday on July 12th. 

Ms. Danie Jackson celebrated her birthday July 12th. 

Ms. Alexis Evans celebrated her 35th birthday on July 12th, with Tori, Chris, Momma D, 

Stacey, and our loving DJ Becky. Live life to the fullest and sing your heart out; love you 

all!!! 

Ms. Sharika J. Smith celebrates her 38th birthday July 13th. She says, "Happy Birthday to 

Me!" 

Mr. Alixandru Garza celebrates his 17th birthday on July 13th."Happy Birthday, to my 

baby from your Mommy; I love forever!" 

Mr. Fred Ortiz celebrated his 65th birthday on July 13th. 

Ms. Bethany (Big Dinner) Davis will celebrate her birthday on July 13th, with family and 

friends. 

Miss Alexianna – Jaesse Murray celebrates her 11th birthday on the 14th of July. 

Mr. Alexander Murray will celebrate his birthday July 14th. 

Ms. Marie Moody: enjoying her 41st birthday on July 14th. 

Mr. Keith DeMyers celebrates his birth on July15th.  

Mr. Steven Dickens celebrates his birthday on July 16th. 

Ms. Elena C. Barren celebrates her birthday on July 16th. 

Ms. Regina E. Riddle enjoys her birthday on July 16th. 

Ms. Teleah Payne celebrates her birthday on July 17th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Linda Ortiz celebrates her 61st birthday on July 17th. 

Ms. Annie Mae celebrates her 49th birthday on July 17th. She says, “Live, laugh, love; 
for living is life, laughing makes life longer and love makes life stronger!!!” 

Ms. Beckie Knapp enjoys her 31st birthday on July 18th. 

Mr. Jacob Payne celebrates his birthday on July 18th. 

Mrs. April Branson celebrates her birthday on July 19th, with her husband Kirk and 

family. 

Ms. Miranda Ebright celebrates her birthday on July 19th. 

Ms. Nita Byrd enjoys her 47th birthday on July 20th  

Ms. Marinell Y. White celebrates her birthday on July 20th. 

Mr. Raynard O. Jones celebrates his birthday on July 20th. 

Mr. Nathaniel Porter celebrates his 18th birthday on July 20th, with family and friends. 

Boys grow up so fast. "Mommy (Kelly) loves you so much! Hugs & kisses to Nate. 

Judge Clinton Canady III (Joe), born on July 20th, enjoys his 73rd birthday with family 

and friends. 
Ms. Jennifer Cogswell celebrates her 36th birthday on July 21st, with Jeremy (Smiley) 

Hill who's love, and friendship will always be treasured. “I LOVE YOU!!!” 

Ms. Kris Phillips enjoys her 25-plus birthday on July 21st, with all her friends. 

Ms. Olivia Sheppard enjoys her birthday on July 21st. “Happy Birthday to Me!!!” 

Ms. Jodi Davis celebrates her 35th birthday on July 21st. 

Miss. Natalia Milan McWright, born to Erica and Ellsworth Carter McWright, celebrates 

her 10th birthday on July 22nd. 

Ms. Charlisse Hicks celebrates her 40th birthday on July 22nd, with family and friends. 

Dr. M. Joan Cousin celebrates her birthday on July 22nd. 

Ms. Natalie Riddle-Bashford celebrates her birth on July 22nd. 

Ms. Monta Nichols celebrates her birthday on July 22nd. 

Ms. Cynthia Yarrell celebrates her birthday on July 22nd. 
Ms. Saundra Dixon celebrates her day of birth on July 22nd. 

Ms. Andrea Quintero, born July 24th, celebrates her 37th birthday, with family and 

friends. 

Mrs. Emma J. Jackson celebrates her birthday on July 24th. 

Mr. Jerrell Richards celebrates his 35th birthday on July 25th. 

Ms. Dede Annis celebrates her birthday on July 25th, with family and friends. 

Mr. Robert Lopez celebrates his birthday on July 25th with family and friends. 

Ms. Krystal Dixon celebrates her birthday on July 25th. 

Mr. Alfred E. Huguely celebrates his birthday on July 26th. GOD BE PRAISED!!! 

Ms. Pamela Martin celebrates her 42nd birthday on July 27th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Stephanie J. Parker, E-5, Petty Officer 2nd Class; U.S. Navy celebrates her 57th birth-

day on July 26th. "We're proud of you!" 
Ms. Grace Majors celebrates her birthday on July 27th. 

Ms. Rhonda Couthen celebrates her birthday on July 27th. 

Ms. Helen Love enjoys her birthday on July 27th. 

Mr. Kol Cee Biggs celebrates his 53rd birthday on July 27th, with family and friends. 

Ms. Mattie Bradley celebrates her birthday on July 28th. 

Ms. Storm and Ms. Stormy Armstrong celebrate their birthday on July 28th. 

Ms. Yvonne Ragland celebrates her birthday on July 30th. 

Mr. Elijah Bermudez celebrates his 15th birthday on July 31st, with family and friends. 

Ms. Roszene DeMyers celebrates her birthday on July 31st, with family and friends. 

*Anniversaries 

Mr. & Mrs. Randy and Stacy Ebright celebrated their wedding anniversary on July 11th. 
“Sixteen wonderful years together”! Mr. Party matchmaking. 

Mr. Kris Graham and Mrs. Gerri Graham celebrated 23 beautiful years together…  
Face book Page: www.facebook.com/mrpartycserv 
Celebration Gram – A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr. Party for 
that special someone or special occasion! Call 517-391-4849 or email: mrpar-
ty1985@gmail.com 
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By: Ayanna D. Neal 

 
The 18 U.S.C. Section 924 (c) require one of several mandatory minimum penalties depending on the 

circumstances of the offense. Offenses under this section involve the use or carrying of a firearm during 

and involving a crime of violence or drug trafficking crime, or in the furtherance of those crimes. The 

charge under this section must run consecutive to other sentences imposed for other related offenses. 

The statute provides (18 U.S.C. § 924(c)(1)): • (A) Except to the extent that a greater minimum sentence 

is otherwise provided by this subsection or by any other provision of law, any person who, during and in 

relation to any crime of violence or drug trafficking crime (including a crime of violence or drug traffick-

ing crime that provides for an enhanced punishment if committed by the use of a deadly or dangerous 

weapon or device) for which the person may be prosecuted in a court of the United States, uses or car-

ries a firearm, or who, in furtherance of any such crime, possesses a firearm, shall, in addition to the 

punishment provided for such crime of violence or drug trafficking crime— (i) be sentenced to a term of 

imprisonment of not less than 5 years; (ii) if the firearm is brandished, be sentenced to a term of impris-

onment of not less than 7 years; and (iii) if the firearm is discharged, be sentenced to a term of impris-

onment of not less than 10 years. Brandishing a firearm means to show it to another person and dis-

charging a firearm means to fire or shoot the firearm. Crimes of violence typically charged in federal 

indictments include homicide, robbery, and assaults. According to the United States Sentencing Com-

mission, in fiscal year 2019 76,538 cases were reported to the U.S. Sentencing Commission. Of those 

cases, 3,142 cases were convictions under 18 U.S.C. Section 924 (c). 96.5% of the 924 (c) offenders were 

men. 52.6% were Black, 23.7% were Hispanic, 21.1% were White, and 2.6% were other races. Their av-

erage age was 33. All but one 924 (c) offender was sentenced to prison. The average sentence was 138 

months. 87.6% of 924 (c) offenders were convicted of another offense: 53.8% for drug trafficking, 27.1% 

for robbery, and 8.7% for another firearm offense. The average guideline minimum decreased from 203 

months to 185 months from fiscal year 2015 to fiscal year 2019. The number in which firearm offenders 

who have been convicted of an offense that carries a mandatory minimum, has remained stable. The 

number of offenders who have been convicted of such offenses that carry mandatory minimums has 

decreased significantly since 2010. The mandatory minimums, however, continue to affect Black offend-

ers more than any other race. Section 924(c) has survived several constitutional challenges. The manda-

tory minimums were added to Section 924 (c) as a floor amendment to the Gun Control Act of 1968. 

Public concern over violence related to drug trafficking led Congress to expand Section 924 (c) to try to 

reduce drug trafficking crimes. But as more offenders received life sentences many courts began to 

doubt the fairness of sentencing offenders to life sentences for multiple uses of a firearm during a single 

crime. Section 924 (c) is sometimes applied to nonviolent firearm owners. Firearms should not be in the 

hands of violent offenders but consecutive or “stacking” of sentences can create very lengthy or life 

offenses for firearm offenses that involve both nonviolent firearm owners and violent offenders. If you 

or a loved one has been indicted for federal firearm offenses under Section 924 (c) seek counsel of a 

criminal defense attorney who has experience in handling federal criminal cases. 

 *Disclaimer & legal information: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 

author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any agency, organization, em-

ployer, this newspaper or anyone else. This article is for informational purposes only not for the pur-

pose of providing medical or legal advice. 
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THE REALS OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL MANDATORY MINIMUMS UNDER 18 U.S.C. SECTION 924 
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