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YOUNG LOVE!!! 

R.I.P. DERRICK JONES 1968-2021 

 

Congregations to Newlyweds Amir and Mariah Coleman  who had their  Reception on Sun-

day, June 6, 2021. The couple was married earlier in the year in a private ceremony. 

R.I.P. OBE NOIR 1990-2021 

R.I.P. ERIC JEROME DICKEY 1961-2021 

 

Blacks originated much of 
American music. And the na-
tion needs to right the record 

President Joe Biden's proclamation on June as 
Black Music Appreciation Month, issued just a 
few weeks ago, succinctly summarized the 
richness and strength of our cultural contribu-
tion, and its need to be recognized. He also set 
out an agenda that pushes the nation to ac-
complish that: "We must rededicate ourselves 
to rooting out systemic racism from every part 
of our society, and work together to advance 
racial justice and equity." But 
what does rededication entail? 
Recorded music is one of America's most re-
markable intellectual global contributions, and 
at its core, American music is Black music. 
From blues, gospel, jazz, country and rhythm 
and blues, to house, rock-and-roll and hip-hop, 
Black artists are the frequent inventors, cor-
nerstone and backbone of musical genres and 
the recording industry. Despite this objective 
fact, Black people in the recording industry – 
artists, producers, songwriters, managers and 
executives – are more likely to receive less, ask 
for less, be remembered less and be credited 
far less than their white counterparts. 
The slavery mindset is alive and well in the 
profession. Black artists have historically been 
cheated and denied ownership of their mas-
ters, voices, copyrights and trademarks, often 
through bad contracts that took advantage of 
a lack of financial literacy.  
The recording industry has thrived using harm-
ful racial tropes and lopsided contracts to max-
imize profits, as was the case with legal en-
slavement and sharecropping. In the wake of 
George Floyd's murder, the Black Music Action 
Coalition has powerfully agitated for change 
across the industry. Recently, the collective of 
more than 250 of the industry's most promi-
nent music executives, managers and 
artists, released a report exposing the systemic 
racism that has been integral to the music 
industry and the truth that racial equity is the 

frontier for a fairer and more inclusive record-
ing industry. The group's efforts further 
demonstrate that reparations extend beyond 
money. Reparative justice also entails reclaim-
ing and recognizing lost and stolen Black intel-
lectual property.  

George Washington Johnson, the first African 
American recording artist most known for his 
multiphonic 1896 tune "The Laughing Song," 
died in obscurity with little wealth and recogni-
tion. By the early 20th century, African Ameri-
cans had transmuted voice, instrumenta-
tion and sound from spirituals into gospel and 
the blues, and later into jazz.  Charles 
"Buddy" Bolden, considered by many to be the 
father of jazz, undersold his recordings only for 
the wax cylinders to be lost and forgotten be-
fore his 1931 death. Like Johnson before him, 
Bolden has in many ways been lost to history, 
left to Black collective memory, no proper 
flowers given.   

Born a year after Bolden's death, Little Richard 
would fuse the musical genres into a new in-
vention, rock-and-roll, for which he too would 
die without receiving full recognition. "I really 
feel from the bottom of my heart that I am the 
inventor (of rock-and-roll)," an adamant Little 
Richard reflected in a 1990 Rolling 
Stone interview. 
Throughout the 1990s, Prince's public cam-
paign to retrieve ownership of his mas-
ters from Warner Bros. is reminiscent of the 
struggle of his predecessors. A determined 
Prince inscribed the word "slave" on his face 
until he successfully took back ownership of 
his intellectual property, emphasizing the or-
deal as a product of America's history of en-
slavement. 
Shortly after the conclusion of Prince's battle, 
Lauryn Hill embarked upon a multidecade fight 
to retain and reclaim her intellectual owner-
ship of her likeness and sonic autobiographical 
Grammy-winning masterpiece "The Miseduca-
tion of Lauryn Hill." 

At the top of 2021, Anita Baker, legendary and 
recently retired rhythm-and-blues artist, called 
for fans to boycott streaming her music until 
executives honored their contractual obliga-
tion to transfer her complete ownership of the 
masters of her award-winning musical catalog. 
Slavery's imprint – the racist idea that a Black 
person's intelligence, invention and creativity 
should not belong to them – is all over these 
individual struggles and myriad Black recording 
artists' struggles to seek ownership of their 
intellectual property. 
To be denied ownership and credit over your 
intellectual creation and invention is to have 
your emotional, psychological and financial 
well-being teetering at a razor's edge. The 
repair this nation desperately needs and de-
serves must extend beyond economic repara-
tions and be inclusive of intellectual repara-
tions – the purposeful and public recognition 
and acknowledgment of the creations, inven-
tions and ideas of formerly enslaved people 
and their descendants. Intellectual reparations 
would help dismantle the insidious lie that 
Black people are not as smart, creative 
and inventive as everyone else. The United 
States has an unfulfilled obligation to credit 
Black people properly for their intellectual 
property and contributions to the develop-
ment and wealth of this nation.  
The Biden-Harris administration must lead a 
comprehensive approach hinged on the truth 
racial healing, and transformation process 
called for by so many in Congress.  
Slavery endures as a deadly mind trick. If the 
president and Vice President Kamala Har-
ris take these vital reparative steps, 
Juneteenth would not just mark a past we 
have survived to overcome, but also a future 
where racism and the slavery mindset from 
which it was born are vanquished. In its place, 
a renewed nation and world would emerge 
where our shared humanity is the source of 
our collective power and foundational to our 
mutual prosperity and creativity. 
Marcus Anthony Hunter, a sociology and African 
American studies professor at UCLA, is the author of 

 

 

  

Pictured right to left Tim Cunningham and Prince 

WHAT IS BLACK MUSIC MONTH? 
Black Music Month began in 1979 when Kenny Gamble, Ed Wright, and Dyana Williams developed the idea to set aside a month dedicated to 
celebrating the impact of black music. Created by music business insiders, the group successfully lobbied President Jimmy Carter to host a re-
ception on June 7th, 1979 to formally recognize the cultural and financial contributions of black music. Since 1979, Black Music Month has 
grown from a small commemoration to national proportions with events held annually across the country. 
In 2000, US-Representative Chaka Fattah sponsored House Resolution 509, which formally recognized the importance of Black music on culture 
and the economy during President Bill Clinton’s administration. In 2009, President Barack Obama further defined June as African American Mu-
sic Appreciation Month declaring the start of summer as a celebration for all the black “musicians, composers, singers, and songwriters [who] 
have made enormous contributions to our culture.” 
“The music of our Nation has always spoken to the condition of our people and reflected the diversity of our Union. African-American musi-
cians, composers, singers, and songwriters have made enormous contributions to our culture by capturing the hardships and aspirations of a 
community and reminding us of our shared values. 

 

R.I.P. BISHOP FRED  K. C. PRICE 1932-2021 

mailto:?subject=Blacks%20originated%20much%20of%20American%20music.%20And%20the%20nation%20needs%20to%20right%20the%20record.&body=I%20thought%20you%20would%20be%20interested%20in%20this%20story%20I%20found%20on%20MSN%3a%20Blacks%20originated%20much%20of%20Am
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/06/01/a-proclamation-on-black-music-appreciation-month-2021/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/06/01/a-proclamation-on-black-music-appreciation-month-2021/
https://www.bmacoalition.org/
https://www.bmacoalition.org/
https://variety.com/2021/music/news/black-music-action-coalition-report-card-1234997807/
https://variety.com/2021/music/news/black-music-action-coalition-report-card-1234997807/
https://variety.com/2021/music/news/black-music-action-coalition-report-card-1234997807/
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/national-recording-preservation-board/documents/LaughingSong.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/jazz/learn/historyculture/bolden.htm
https://www.nps.gov/jazz/learn/historyculture/bolden.htm
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/little-richard-i-am-the-architect-of-rock-roll-121006/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/little-richard-i-am-the-architect-of-rock-roll-121006/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-features/little-richard-i-am-the-architect-of-rock-roll-121006/
https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/cover-story/7348551/prince-battle-to-control-career-artist-rights
https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/cover-story/7348551/prince-battle-to-control-career-artist-rights
https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/cover-story/7348551/prince-battle-to-control-career-artist-rights
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/inside-the-miseducation-of-lauryn-hill-252219/
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/inside-the-miseducation-of-lauryn-hill-252219/
https://twitter.com/IAMANITABAKER/status/1369389696258867202?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1369389696258867202%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fanita-baker-asks-fans-not-225500806.html
https://twitter.com/IAMANITABAKER/status/1369389696258867202?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1369389696258867202%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fanita-baker-asks-fans-not-225500806.html
https://twitter.com/IAMANITABAKER/status/1369389696258867202?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1369389696258867202%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.yahoo.com%2Fanita-baker-asks-fans-not-225500806.html
https://afam.ucla.edu/faculty/marcus-hunter/
https://afam.ucla.edu/faculty/marcus-hunter/
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MUSIC OF THE SOUL  
                                               © 2020    Dee Freeman  
 
Music, music, it's the harmony of the soul  
Let it sink into your spirit, energizing and making 
you bold 
Let it spew from your mouth, ooze from every 
pore 
Let it tickle your ear drums, making you beg for 
more.......... 
 
Let the pulsating rhythms of this music resonate, 
echo,  
Resound, bouncing off the page 
Mimicking rushing blood as the beats audaciously 
pound 
At every life stage 
Soulful music makes limp bodies straighten right 
up and dance 
A pulsating spirit: you can't be still, gotta move 
about, gotta prance 
 
Let these sultry eargasms surge, bombarding the 
heart,  
Let them throb and audibly pound 
Let all filtered notes, imbue authentic progression  
Let them encapsulate like melodic, pulsating sur-
round sound 
Let the rhythmic sounds explode, even detonate  
Let it move at will...and I reiterate...even pene-
trate  
 
Music, Soul music; echoes bouncing in the cham-
bers of the heart 

Channeling memories and pumping love from its' 
infectious start 
The churned music flows...enriches, fertilizes, and 
strengthens the mind 
Gives rich life, sustenance, and gusto to heirs...Of 
an extraordinary kind 
 
Jazzy and progressive movements will make your 
finger snap to the beat 
Syncopated sound will have you moving, from head 
to feet 
These musical passages… so bold, so rich, and so 
loud 
Uplift our heritage, keeping us aware and making us 
so proud 
 
Ah, Sweet Music! the melodious syncopation of the 
past 
This music of my ancestors emerges and evolves to 
forever last 
This rhythmic flow keeps ancestral royalty in our 
veins 
Let this cadence continue to throb; to beat; to uplift 
and to maintain  
 
Let these soulful beats keep giving us cause to cele-
brate 
Let it lift our voices in harmony, our souls to ele-
vate  
Let it flow, let it connect and let it bind us to our 
past 
For in the deep recesses of our hearts, 
Our music...this rich spiritual and bodacious music 
Captivates even when allowed to blast 
And We will ensure it will forever last!  

Mayor Schor and City Clerk Swope applaud Federal Court’s Election Grant Deci-
sion and oppose Michigan Legislature attempts to ban future election grants 
  
(LANSING) – Mayor Andy Schor and Clerk Chris Swope applaud the decision of Federal District Judge 
Maloney to dismiss litigation against the City for accepting the Center for Tech and Civil Life (CTCL) 
funding to assist with secure, safe, and accurate elections during a pandemic. 
Due to the critical support that foundation grants like CTCL provides to the City, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Mayor Schor and Clerk Swope are in strong opposition to the Michigan Legislature 
bills to ban communities from accepting election grants in the future. 
“There is no doubt in my mind that the CTCL Grant saved lives and at the same time increased voter 
access, provided voter education and improved election accuracy” said City Clerk Swope. “For example, 
the Grant paid for a tent rental and staffing to provide drive-thru voting services for residents with or 
had a high risk of contracting COVID-19, a rental of air exchange unit for the South Washington Election 
Unit, which had hundreds of voters in proximity, an additional 13 drop boxes and security cameras, and 
11 temporary employees to handle the timely review and processing of voter registration forms over 
36,000 ballots. 
“Foundation grants like CTCL are a critical funding source for cities to ensure that we can use all our 
options to allow voters to exercise their civic duty,” said Mayor Schor. “Lansing and other local govern-
ments must be creative due to restrictions on revenue generation in state law, and public-private part-
nerships are a perfect way to generate dollars needed for necessary services.  In light of the court’s 
recent validation, I appreciate those that want to work with us to provide funding to ensure people 
have every opportunity to vote and oppose barriers being put up regarding public-private partnership 
funds." 
Examples for various departments of foundations who have provided funds to the City in the last three 
years are, but not limited to: JP Morgan Chase and Co., Target Corporation, National League of Cities, 
Project Safe Neighborhood Task Force Community Project, Capital Region Community Foundation, 
Cities for Financial Empowerment, PNC Foundation, Battle Creek Community Foundation, Fratcher 
Foundation, and the American Association of Retired Persons. 
   
Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC 
Lansing City Clerk 
City Hall/Main Office | 124 W. Michigan Ave. | 9th Floor| Lansing MI  48933 
Elections Unit/Marijuana Licensing | 2500 S. Washington Ave. | Rear Entrance| Lansing MI  48910 
Main: (517) 483-4131 | Fax: (517) 377-0068 
Direct (517)483-4135 | Mobile: (517)614-6061     
brian.jackson@lansingmi.gov 
Website| Facebook| Twitter| 

 
$4 million investment in Clean 
Slate Pilot program launched to 
assist returning citizens with 
setting aside a conviction   

 

Michigan Department of Labor and 
Economic Opportunity awards funds to 
Michigan Works! Agencies to support 
local expungement efforts   
LANSING, Mich. – Over the coming months, return-
ing citizens can get help with expunging eligible 
convictions from their criminal record to aid them 
in their pursuit of full-time, self-sufficient employ-
ment thanks to a $4M investment in the Clean Slate 
Pilot program from the Michigan Department of 
Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO).  
"My goal since day one of taking office has been to 
build fundamental reforms to make our communi-
ties safer and improve the people's outcomes going 
through our criminal justice system. The bipartisan 
Clean Slate legislation fundamentally changed 
Michigan's criminal history expungement laws, for 
the better," said Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist 
II. "The Clean Slate Pilot program offers a stop-gap 
for expungement services until automatic expunge-
ments go into effect. We're excited to get to work. 
Soon Michiganders will be able to feel the real 
changes that will come about from this program."  
Setting aside a conviction, sometimes called ex-
pungement of criminal records, will remove a spe-
cific conviction from a public criminal record. If 
returning citizens get an order setting aside their 
conviction, they can legally state on any job or 
school application that they have never been con-
victed of or arrested for that crime. They will also 
be able to state that they have not been convicted 
of that crime on applications for public benefits, 
housing or employment.   
“Before this legislation and this pilot program, there 
were many barriers in place for returning citi-
zens,” Susan Corbin, LEO Director said. “These bar-
riers to seeking criminal record expungement in-
clude a lack of information, time constraints, cost of 
retaining a private attorney and fear of the criminal 
justice system. With the Clean Slate Pilot program, 
Michigan Works! Agencies will help these citizens 
overcome many of these barriers and guide them 
on a path to success.”   
The Clean Slate Pilot Program funding will be 
awarded to all 16 Michigan Works! Agencies 
(MWAs) throughout the state with each of the 
agencies providing localized efforts.  
“Before this legislation, just under 7% of eligible 
individuals pursued an expungement,” said Shamar 
Herron, Executive Director, Michigan Works! South-
east. “We know how important equitable access to 
expungements are for job seekers. According to 
a University of Michigan Study, after having a rec-
ord expunged, job seekers obtained employment at 

an increase of 11% and their income rose by 25% in 
two years. Michigan Works! Agencies and the Clean 
Slate Pilot program will help job seekers overcome 
many barriers and guide them on a path to success, 
while providing support to area businesses by in-
creasing the number of available workers, adding to 
the talent pool.”  
Some of the components of the current expunge-
ment law include:  

• A person who is convicted of one or more 
criminal offenses may file an application with the 
convicting court for the entry of an order setting 
aside one or more convictions as follows: 

• A person convicted of one or more criminal 
offenses, but not more than a total of three felony 
offenses, in Michigan, may apply to have their con-
victions from the State set aside. 

• Up to three felonies can be expunged. 

• If there are multiple convictions for the same 
offense (with a max sentence of 10 years) only one 
can be expunged. 

• Unlimited misdemeanors may be expunged. 

• Only two convictions for assaultive crimes may 

be expunged (this is true for misdemeanors and 
felonies). 

• “One Bad Night” counts multiple convictions 
that occurred as part of the same transaction within 
24 hours as one conviction. 

• Convictions NOT eligible for this are: 

• Assaultive crimes. 

• Crimes involving the use or possession of a 
dangerous weapon. 

• Crime with a maximum penalty for 10 or more 
years’ imprisonment. 

• An applicant may not have more than a total 
of two convictions for an assaultive crime set aside 
under the Act during his or her lifetime. 
An applicant may not have more than one felony 
conviction for the same offense set aside if the 
offense is punishable by more than 10 years' impris-
onment. 
All MWAs will have localized Clean Slate Pilot Pro-
gram processes in place. For more information, 
visit MichiganWorks.org or call 800-285-9675. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.lansingmi.gov/clerk
https://www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope/
https://twitter.com/VoteChrisSwope
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MTQuMzg3NzYyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3JlcG9zaXRvcnkubGF3LnVtaWNoLmVkdS9jZ2
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MTQuMzg3NzYyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbndvcmtzLm9yZy8ifQ.68L
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    Celebration  

          Announcements  

           By Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration   

Tribute :Mr. Terry E Tyler  

Oct.3,141-July 20,2017 

Creator of Mr. Party marketing concept August 1985 

C.A. column September 2006  

Birthdays in June 2021 II 

Mr. Cornelius Robinson celebrates his 69th birthday on June 16th. 
Ms. Alexis Dingman celebrates her 38th birthday on June 16th. 
Ms. Christelena Alberez celebrates her 28th birthday on June 16th, with her 
loving family. 
Ms. Tracy Woodrum celebrates her 51st birthday with family and friends.  
Mr. Anton Love will celebrate his birthday on June 17th, 
Ms. Renee Ostrander celebrates her 38th birthday on June 17th, saying, "Let's 
get crunked!" 
Mr. Tim Antes celebrates his birthday on June 17th. 
Ms. Nycole Williams celebrates her 51th birthday on June 18th. 
Ms. Angell A. Steele celebrates her 49th birthday on June 18th, with family and 
friends. 
Ms. Naomi Steele celebrates her 38th birthday on June 18th. “Happy birthday”  
Mr. Mario Gonzales celebrates his birthday on June 18th. 
Ms. Ordella G. Henderson celebrates her birthday on June 18th. 
Mr. Mitchell L. Brown will celebrate his birthday on June 18th. 
Mr. Stuart N. Chavis celebrates his birthday on June 18th. Shauna and the chil-
dren say, "We Love You," 
Ms. Dorothy McDourgal celebrates her 37th birthday on June 18th, with her 
sister, Ereka. 
Miss Ray'chelle celebrates her birthday on June 18th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Kelly Hopkins celebrates her 38th birthday June 19th. “I made it!” 
Ms. Courtney M. Cole celebrates her birthday on June 19th. 
Ms. Valerie Black celebrates her birthday on June 20th, “Happy birthday, GOD 
BLESS!!!”  
Ms. Bobbie PerDita, who celebrates her birthday on June 20th, will be provid-
ing Exclusive Image Consulting and celebrating Life period! 
Ms. Kim Trice celebrates her birthday on June 20th. “Thank GOD for another 
year”  
Mr. Mike Hubbell celebrates his birthday on June 20th with family and friends. 
Ms. Felicia Lawrence is celebrating her 55th birthday on June 21st, "still young". 
Mr. Alexander Cabule celebrates his birthday on June 21st. 
Ms. Meghan Baty celebrates her 34th birthday on June 21st, with family and 
friends. 
Ms. Mary Lindsley celebrates her birthday on June 21st. 
Mr. Shain “Bubba” Shannon celebrates his birthday on June 21st with friends 
and family. 
Ms. Mildred Davis enjoys her birthday on June 21st, with family and friends. 
Ms. Meghan Marriot enjoys her birthday on June 21st. 
Mrs. Lady Rebecca Richardson, celebrates her birth on June 22nd; home with 
family and friends. “Mr. Party come on over, please”.   
Mr. Marcus McWilliams' celebrates his birthday on June 22nd. 
Ms. Michelle Jackson will celebrate her 51th birthday on June 22nd , enjoying 
her four children. 
Ms. Shakeva Suttles celebrates her birthday on June 22nd. 
Mr. Jordan Luther Brown will celebrate his 24th birthday on June 23rd, becom-
ing a fine young gentleman: whose family loves him very much. Keep up the 
good work, Student (Olivet College). 
Mr. Tamone Berry will celebrate his birthday on June 23rd, with his wife and 
family. 
Mr. B.J. Berry celebrates his birthday on June 24th, with his dad and family. 
Ms. Jessie May Jamison celebrates her 100th birthday with family and friends. 
Ms. Quiana Flores will celebrate her 52nd birthday on June 24th.  
Ms. Prossie Baby celebrates her birthday on June 24th. 
Mr. Earl Fowler celebrates his birthday on June 24. 
Ms. Jennifer Maldonado enjoys her 40th birthday on June 25th. 
Ms. Glenda Robinson will celebrate her birthday on June 25th, with love from 
her family. 
Mr. Kirk A. Branson celebrates his birthday on June 25th, with wife April and 
family.  
Mr. Kyle Jones celebrates his birthday on June 26th. 
Pastor Nathan Dixon will celebrate his birthday on June 26th, with family and 
friends.  
Dr. Falyne Fry celebrates her birthday on June 26th, with family and friends, 
praising the LORD! 
Mr. Juan Sanchez Jr. will celebrate his 28th birthday on June 26th. 
Ms. Ella Couthen celebrates her birthday on June 26th. 
Ms. Willa Dickens celebrates her birthday on June 29th. 
Ms. Michelle R. Smith celebrates her birthday on June 29th. 
Ms. Betty Plummer celebrates her birthday on June 30th. 
Ms. Sherry E. Hawkins celebrates her 54th birthday on June 30th. 
*Anniversaries 
Rev. Nathan and Lady Rolanda Dixon celebrate their 21st wedding anniversary 
on June 9th, blessed with their beautiful children, Miss. Makenzie Carrington 
and Master Josiah Nathaniel Dixon.  
Mr. Larry L. and Mrs. Jayme A. King Jr. celebrate their 19th wedding anniver-
sary on June 10th, enjoying their children, Mr. Larry L. III and Miss. Kay Lee 
King; Loving one another! 
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Sophie Flowers will celebrate their wedding anniversary 
on June 24th. 
Mr. Chris L. Young and Mrs. Amber C. Young celebrate their 15th wedding an-
niversary on June 14th. 
 
*Announcements  

Face book Page: www.facebook.com/mrparty1985 
Celebration Gram – A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr. Party 

for that special someone or special occasion!  
Call: 517-391-4849 or Email: mrpartycserv@aol.com  
Please send the information about you, your family or friends celebrating the 

Events of Life: Celebration Announcements 

 

 
 

. 
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By: Ayanna D. Neal 

 
The 18 U.S.C. Section 924 (c) require one of several mandatory minimum penalties depending on the 

circumstances of the offense. Offenses under this section involve the use or carrying of a firearm during 

and involving a crime of violence or drug trafficking crime, or in the furtherance of those crimes. The 

charge under this section must run consecutive to other sentences imposed for other related offenses. 

The statute provides (18 U.S.C. § 924(c)(1)): • (A) Except to the extent that a greater minimum sentence 

is otherwise provided by this subsection or by any other provision of law, any person who, during and in 

relation to any crime of violence or drug trafficking crime (including a crime of violence or drug traffick-

ing crime that provides for an enhanced punishment if committed by the use of a deadly or dangerous 

weapon or device) for which the person may be prosecuted in a court of the United States, uses or car-

ries a firearm, or who, in furtherance of any such crime, possesses a firearm, shall, in addition to the 

punishment provided for such crime of violence or drug trafficking crime— (i) be sentenced to a term of 

imprisonment of not less than 5 years; (ii) if the firearm is brandished, be sentenced to a term of impris-

onment of not less than 7 years; and (iii) if the firearm is discharged, be sentenced to a term of impris-

onment of not less than 10 years. Brandishing a firearm means to show it to another person and dis-

charging a firearm means to fire or shoot the firearm. Crimes of violence typically charged in federal 

indictments include homicide, robbery, and assaults. According to the United States Sentencing Com-

mission, in fiscal year 2019 76,538 cases were reported to the U.S. Sentencing Commission. Of those 

cases, 3,142 cases were convictions under 18 U.S.C. Section 924 (c). 96.5% of the 924 (c) offenders were 

men. 52.6% were Black, 23.7% were Hispanic, 21.1% were White, and 2.6% were other races. Their av-

erage age was 33. All but one 924 (c) offender was sentenced to prison. The average sentence was 138 

months. 87.6% of 924 (c) offenders were convicted of another offense: 53.8% for drug trafficking, 27.1% 

for robbery, and 8.7% for another firearm offense. The average guideline minimum decreased from 203 

months to 185 months from fiscal year 2015 to fiscal year 2019. The number in which firearm offenders 

who have been convicted of an offense that carries a mandatory minimum, has remained stable. The 

number of offenders who have been convicted of such offenses that carry mandatory minimums has 

decreased significantly since 2010. The mandatory minimums, however, continue to affect Black offend-

ers more than any other race. Section 924(c) has survived several constitutional challenges. The manda-

tory minimums were added to Section 924 (c) as a floor amendment to the Gun Control Act of 1968. 

Public concern over violence related to drug trafficking led Congress to expand Section 924 (c) to try to 

reduce drug trafficking crimes. But as more offenders received life sentences many courts began to 

doubt the fairness of sentencing offenders to life sentences for multiple uses of a firearm during a single 

crime. Section 924 (c) is sometimes applied to nonviolent firearm owners. Firearms should not be in the 

hands of violent offenders but consecutive or “stacking” of sentences can create very lengthy or life 

offenses for firearm offenses that involve both nonviolent firearm owners and violent offenders. If you 

or a loved one has been indicted for federal firearm offenses under Section 924 (c) seek counsel of a 

criminal defense attorney who has experience in handling federal criminal cases. 

 *Disclaimer & legal information: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 

author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any agency, organization, em-

ployer, this newspaper or anyone else. This article is for informational purposes only not for the pur-

pose of providing medical or legal advice. 
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