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   THE 411   THE 411
JUNE 4, 2023 

“SHARRIE WILLIAMS GOS-
PEL BRUNCH”

 12:00PM-3:00PM Located at 
1213 Turner St, for more in-
formation call 517-331-8440

JUNE 13-18, 2022
“JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR” 

Cobb Great Hall for ticket 
information call

 1-800-WHARTON

JUNE 15, 2023 
“UPBEAT THURSDAYS WITH 

ANTHONY TAYLOR TRIO 
PLUS OPEN JAM AFTER THE 

SHOW”
 7:00PM-10:00PM Located at 

1213 Turner St, for more in-
formation call 517-331-8440

JUNE 19, 2023 
“KARAOKE KICKBACK” 

9:0PM-11:59PM Located at 
1213 Turner St, for more in-
formation call 517-331-8440

WHAT’S WHAT’S 
INSIDEINSIDE

BLACK MUSIC MONTH
JUNETEETH KICKOFF

Thurs, June 15 5:30-7:30PM
Gannon Bldg

Special Guest Speaker
MI Supreme Court Justice

    

Kyra Harris Bolden(above)
Juneteeth Freedom FestivalJuneteeth Freedom Festival
S a t ,  J u n e  1 7 t h  202 3S a t ,  J u n e  1 7 t h  202 3  

@ S t  J o e  Pa r k @ S t  J o e  Pa r k 
1 2 P M  -  L I N E  U P !1 2 P M  -  L I N E  U P !

  

B L A C K  M U S I C  M O N T HB L A C K  M U S I C  M O N T H

What  i s  Juneteenth ,  when  is  i t  and  why  do  we  ce lebrate  i t?What  i s  Juneteenth ,  when  is  i t  and  why  do  we  ce lebrate  i t?

Black Music Month began in 
1979 when Kenny Gamble, Ed 
Wright, and Dyana Williams 
developed the idea to set aside a 
month dedicated to celebrating 
the impact of black music. Cre-
ated by music business insiders, 
the group successfully lobbied 
President Jimmy Carter to host 
a reception on June 7th, 1979 to 
formally recognize the cultural 
and financial contributions of 
black music. Since 1979, Black 
Music Month has grown from a 
small commemoration to nation-
al proportions with events held 
annually across the country.
In 2000, US-Representative 
Chaka Fattah sponsored House 
Resolution 509, which formally 
recognized the importance of 
Black music on culture and the 
economy during President Bill 
Clinton’s administration. In 2009, 
President Barack Obama further 
defined June as African Ameri-
can Music Appreciation Month 
declaring the start of summer 
as a celebration for all the black 
“musicians, composers, singers, 
and songwriters [who] have 
made enormous contributions to 
our culture.”
“The music of our Nation has 
always spoken to the condition 
of our people and reflected the 
diversity of our Union. Afri-
can-American musicians, com-
posers, singers, and songwriters 
have made enormous contribu-
tions to our culture by capturing 
the hardships and aspirations of 
a community and reminding us 
of our shared values.
Blacks originated much of Ameri-
can music. And the nation needs 
to right the record
President Joe Biden’s procla-
mation on June as Black Music 
Appreciation Month, issued 
just a few weeks ago, succinctly 
summarized the richness and 
strength of our cultural con-
tribution, and its need to be 
recognized. He also set out an 
agenda that pushes the nation 

to accomplish that: “We must re-
dedicate ourselves to rooting out 
systemic racism from every part 
of our society, and work together 
to advance racial justice and eq-
uity.” But what does rededication 
entail?
Recorded music is one of Ameri-
ca’s most remarkable intellectual 
global contributions, and at its 
core, American music is Black 
music. From blues, gospel, jazz, 
country and rhythm and blues, to 
house, rock-and-roll and hip-hop, 
Black artists are the frequent 
inventors, cornerstone and back-
bone of musical genres and the 
recording industry. Despite this 
objective fact, Black people in 
the recording industry – artists, 
producers, songwriters, manag-
ers and executives – are more 
likely to receive less, ask for less, 
be remembered less and be 

credited far less than their white 
counterparts.
The slavery mindset is alive and 
well in the profession. Black art-
ists have historically been cheat-
ed and denied ownership of their 
masters, voices, copyrights and 
trademarks, often through bad 
contracts that took advantage of 
a lack of financial literacy. 
The recording industry has 
thrived using harmful racial 
tropes and lopsided contracts 
to maximize profits, as was the 
case with legal enslavement and 
sharecropping. In the wake of 
George Floyd’s murder, the Black 
Music Action Coalition has pow-
erfully agitated for change across 
the industry. Recently, the col-
lective of more than 250 of the 
industry’s most prominent music 
executives, managers and artists, 
released a report exposing the 

systemic racism that has been 
integral to the music industry 
and the truth that racial equity is 
the frontier for a fairer and more 
inclusive recording industry. The 
group’s efforts further demon-
strate that reparations extend 
beyond money. Reparative 
justice also entails reclaiming and 
recognizing lost and stolen Black 
intellectual property. 
George Washington Johnson, the 
first African American recording 
artist most known for his multi-
phonic 1896 tune “The Laughing 
Song,” died in obscurity with 
little wealth and recognition. By 
the early 20th century, African 
Americans had transmuted voice, 
instrumentation and sound from 
spirituals into gospel and the 
blues, and later into jazz.  Charles 
“Buddy” Bolden, considered by 
many to be the father of jazz, 
undersold his recordings only for 
the wax cylinders to be lost and 
forgotten before his 1931 death. 
Like Johnson before him, Bolden 
has in many ways been lost to 
history, left to Black collective 
memory, no proper flowers 
given.  
Born a year after Bolden’s death, 
Little Richard would fuse the mu-
sical genres into a new invention, 
rock-and-roll, for which he too 
would die without receiving full 
recognition. “I really feel from 
the bottom of my heart that I 
am the inventor (of rock-and-
roll),” an adamant Little Richard 
reflected in a 1990 Rolling Stone 
interview.
Throughout the 1990s, Prince’s 
public campaign to retrieve 
ownership of his masters from 
Warner Bros. is reminiscent of 
the struggle of his predecessors. 
A determined Prince inscribed 
the word “slave” on his face 
until he successfully took back 
ownership of his intellectual 
property, emphasizing the ordeal 
as a product of America’s history 
of enslavement.
Shortly after the conclusion 

of Prince’s battle, Lauryn Hill 
embarked upon a multidecade 
fight to retain and reclaim her 
intellectual ownership of her like-
ness and sonic autobiographical 
Grammy-winning masterpiece 
“The Miseducation of Lauryn 
Hill.”
At the top of 2021, Anita Baker, 
legendary and recently retired 
rhythm-and-blues artist, called 
for fans to boycott streaming her 
music until executives honored 
their contractual obligation to 
transfer her complete ownership 
of the masters of her award-win-
ning musical catalog.
Slavery’s imprint – the racist idea 
that a Black person’s intelligence, 
invention and creativity should 
not belong to them – is all over 
these individual struggles and 
myriad Black recording artists’ 
struggles to seek ownership of 
their intellectual property.
To be denied ownership and 
credit over your intellectual 
creation and invention is to have 
your emotional, psychological 
and financial well-being teetering 
at a razor’s edge. The repair this 
nation desperately needs and 
deserves must extend beyond 
economic reparations and be 
inclusive of intellectual repara-
tions – the purposeful and public 
recognition and acknowledg-
ment of the creations, inventions 
and ideas of formerly enslaved 
people and their descendants. 
Intellectual reparations would 
help dismantle the insidious 
lie that Black people are not as 
smart, creative and inventive as 
everyone else. The United States 
has an unfulfilled obligation to 
credit Black people properly for 
their intellectual property and 
contributions to the develop-
ment and wealth of this nation. 
The Biden-Harris administration 
must lead a comprehensive ap-
proach hinged on the truth racial 
healing, and transformation 
process called for by so many in 
Congress. 

In 2021, President Biden signed into law the Juneteenth 
National Independence Day Act establishing Juneteenth 
as the 11th holiday recognized by the federal govern-
ment.
But that is not where Juneteenth started.
For some, Juneteenth is not a new holiday. Southern 
states such as Texas have been celebrating the newly 
federal holiday for 156 years.
Ahead of this year’s holiday, here are some Juneteenth 
facts you might not know:
What is Juneteenth?
The history of the holiday dates back to June 19, 1865 — 
two and a half years after the Emancipation Proclamation 
became official — when Major General Gordon Granger 
of the Union army traveled to Galveston Texas after the 
Civil War was won with General Order Number 3, which 
informed enslaved African Americans that they were 
finally free.
Juneteenth became an official state holiday in Texas on 
January 1, 1980 led by African American state legislator Al 
Edwards.
New Jersey made Juneteenth an official state holiday on 

June 25, 2020.
Juneteenth is now a federal holiday also known as June-
teenth Independence Day, Freedom Day and Emanci-
pation Day. It’s an annual celebratory day that has been 
celebrated for 156 years to commemorate the end of 
slavery in the United States.
When is Juneteenth?
In New Jersey, Juneteenth is observed on the third Friday 
of June.
However, the federal holiday, established two years later, 
is observed on June 19.
Why do we celebrate Juneteenth?
Juneteenth signifies African American freedom, cele-
brates Black American achievement and encourages 
continuous self-development, education and civility for 
all cultures. According to Juneteeth.com, as it takes on 
a more national, symbolic and even global perspective, 
“the events of 1865 in Texas are not forgotten, for all of 
the roots tie back to this fertile soil from which a national 
day of pride is growing.”
in his proclamation, President Biden said it is important 
for America to confront its past as it builds to the future.

“The emancipation of enslaved Black Americans was not 
the end of our Nation’s work to deliver on the promise 
of equality — it was only the beginning,” Biden wrote. 
“On Juneteenth, we recommit to our shared work to 
ensure racial justice, equity, and equality in America. We 
commemorate the centuries of struggle and progress led 
by abolitionists, educators, civil rights advocates, lawyers, 
activists, trade unionists, religious leaders, public officials, 
and everyday Americans who have brought our Nation 
closer to fulfilling its promise.”
Why is it called Juneteenth?
The celebration of June 19th was coined “Juneteenth” by 
combining “June” and “nineteenth” and grew with more 
participation from descendants. The Juneteenth cele-
bration was a time for reassuring each other, for praying 
and for reuniting remaining family members. In its early 
years, the tradition was highly revered in Texas with many 
former slaves and descendants gathering together to 
celebrate in Galveston.
This article originally appeared on Asbury Park Press: 
Juneteenth celebrates emancipation of African American 
slaves



AUTHENTIC BLACK 

BROTHERS

Michigan Lottery: For Fun. For Schools! 

Every time you play the lottery, it's a win for Michigan. Each purchase benefits K-12 education, gives a 
lift to local businesses, and supports companies that employ Michigan residents. For every $1 spent on 
Lottery, 61 cents goes to prizes, 28 cents goes to the School Aid Fund, 9 cents goes to retailer and 
vendor commissions, and 2 cents is used for Lottery operations. 

Since it began in 1972, the Lottery has contributed more than $27 billion to support public education in 
Michigan, with more than $6 billion of that coming in the last four years. Fiscal Year 2022 marked the 
Lottery’s fourth straight contribution of more than $1 billion to support public education.  

Almost 11,000 businesses throughout Michigan earn commissions on the sale of Lottery products as 
licensed retailers. Lottery sales provide a year-round revenue stream for small and large businesses 
alike. In the last decade, more than $2.4 billion in sales commissions and bonuses have been paid to 
these businesses. 

In addition to contributing to the School Aid Fund, the Lottery recognizes outstanding educators with 
the Excellence in Education awards. The Michigan Lottery established the Excellence in Education 
awards in 2014 to recognize outstanding public-school educators across the state during the school 
year.   

One outstanding educator is selected each week and receives a $1,500 cash prize plus a $500 grant to 
their classroom, school or school district. One of the weekly award winners will be selected to receive 
the Lottery’s Educator of the Year award and will receive a $10,000 cash prize. 

Each winner also will receive a plaque and be featured in a news segment on the Lottery’s media 
partner stations: WXYZ-TV in Detroit, FOX 17 in Grand Rapids, FOX 47 in Lansing, and WNEM-TV, 
Saginaw. 

All public-school employees may be nominated for the awards, which recognize educators who go 
“above and beyond” to make a difference in the lives of children. To nominate a public-school educator, 
go to https://www.michiganlottery.com/excellence-in-education. 

We recognize the challenges facing educators today, and the Lottery is proud to support Michigan public 
schools and the important work they do. In 2023, we look forward to another successful year and 
support for public schools across the state. 
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Media Contact: Cameo King
infobgdp@gmail.com

313-744-2672

Join Us for the Grit, Glam & Guts Black Girl Day of Play
Grit, Glam & Guts empower teen girls to gain higher self-awareness, develop a healthy

self-identity, and recognize & engage in the power of their voice

East Lansing, MI — For all Black girls and women, or anyone who knows a Black girl, loves a
Black girl, or wants to celebrate a Black girl: join us for the Second Annual Grit, Glam & Guts’
inaugural event Black Girl Day of Play!

Black Girl Day of Play is a day where thousands of women from Lansing and across the state
will experience the joy of play on the state’s Capitol lawn. Together, we will celebrate Black
girlhood through dozens of "play" stations, performances, games, and music! There will be food
trucks, vendors, and more.

WHAT: Black Girl Day of Play
WHEN: 11am - 4pm June 24, 2023
WHERE: The lawn of the State Capitol Building in Lansing
WHO:Women of all ages
REGISTER ONLINE: www.blackgirldayofplay.com

Through Black Girl Day of Play, we plan to promote health & wellness among Black women &
girls, foster support & community for Black women & girls, and recognize the power of Black
women-centered events.

“This is a day for Black women and girls to just have fun,” said Grit, Glam and Guts Founder
Cameo King. “Why? Because Black girls and women deserve joy, and that’s what I want us to
have, coming out of the pandemic, the civil uprisings, the transitions of power: to know that we
are worth it, and to have a community that supports that joy.”

Black Girl Day of Play is the first of its kind in the country. It is made possible through the
tremendous support of partners including Lansing Arts Council, MSUFCU and The Department
of African and African American Studies at Michigan State University.

***
We encourage members of the media to coordinate coverage in advance so that attendees and
facilitators are made available to share personal stories. There may also be some attendees who
cannot be shown on camera, so we will work with you to get photos and video at the event. You can
also use our promotional video & material shared HERE.

POETREE POETREE N MOTION N MOTION 

May I speak of My heroes?
Let’s re-write, re-tell, re-artic-
ulate the story
Of the Authentic and Divine 
Black man’s True glory
Let’s peer into the real deal …
The powers that be, have 
falsely spilled
What they wished to leave 
as…his-story
Which are… his deceptions…
his distorted facts...
His consensus of contorted 
tales of fake glory
Those well written false scripts 
somehow
Spiraled into a reality forced 
onto our generation
Mere Mention of our Contri-
butions…
Appear manipulated observa-
tions
Swept under the rug or ignored 
by this nation
Still…the struggle for 
EQUALITY
Remains arduous, demanding 
one to rip, shred or tear away
This dominating mindset from 
our consciousness today
 
Unheralded Nubian brother…
YOU are awesome, worthy of 
praise...like no-other
Your ardent wish has always 
been to be born men…
Not imaged as servility, brew-
ing in the mind of multiple 
others
 My hero, we know from 
infancy, you’ve been hated
Pushed down, beaten, castrated 
and killed...
Because of your innate man-
liness, charm, strength and 
unwavering will
You are the envy of and threat 
to the Powers that be!
Who discredit you in order to 
feel superior.
Yet, I know… I feel… I 
hear… I see
The evils of those who would 
see you, brother Divine...
Bowed, fiddling, grinning, 
shuffling, mostly silent
When accused ... of eye con-
tact or stepping out of line;
They are anxious to displace 
…You from your rightful 
place...
 Yet You …newly genetically 
coded Nubian man...
Bred from a powerful life 
force… an uncommon stock...
Do not shake or quiver, bend 
or bow, beg or butt kiss...
Divine Brothers...you ROCK!
YOU step up to defend what’s 
yours
Through out history you’ve 
had this wish!!.....
To gain prominence, respect, 
for your space and place
And …you will no longer 
allow “anyone” to cheat you...
Out of what has been yours 
over the decades
Understandably, your cup run-
neth over with bitterness...

Even rage for a system set out 
to degrade
At every turn…mistreat or 
beat you
Seemingly for deranged plea-
sure, to just delete you
 
This struggle, Authentic broth-
er …we must embrace!
Though this., your birth-
place, drain you of respect or 
decency
Yet, You...my hero...Still head 
up this race
Asserting power through sheer 
grit and grace...
Your heart is swollen, loving 
your own…
Your hands are ready to tackle 
the reality …the dreaded storm
We survive because of… your 
tenacity, your toughness...
Brother… time is ripe to 
shoulder renewed actions
A docile mindset has no place 
here nor does fear
Time is right to plan the work 
and work the plan…right now, 
right here
 
Plz know Brothers, your Sis-
tahs honor your manhood and 
walk with you
Offering a strong shoulder, a 
thunderous voice
And a helping hand to aid 
success in your mission to
Resurrect Black folk through-
out this nation of choice.
, stepping out from the wimpy 
roles, my brother, is quite clear
Your heart bursts with pains 
and ills of past years
Yet, Soul whispers emanate 
now, demanding you step
Into your Divine power...The 
power of only a Black man
Unequaled in love and respect 
for your own fellowman
 
Newly reborn Brother...you 
control your  destiny
For out of this nation’s dark-
ness, you are a great beacon of 
light...
Your power, your life energy, 
your future, are brilliant, as 
you
Seek liberation, salvation and 
preservation...your rights.
You embody the DNA of 
excellence...
Yours are ‘Seeds of GREAT-
NESS’...
The genetic coding of Royal-
ty...of Kings and Gods...
Nothing of your heritage can 
be considered odd.
 
Behold, Brother, Your AU-
THENTICITY is showing!!!
Love and admiration for you, 
sir, are only growing.
I speak for us all...no I yell!  
Above and beyond..You 
EXCELL!
Believe me!!  Authentic 
Brother,
I can see...You WEAR your 
SEEDS of Greatness WELL!

   ©   Dee Freeman 



Celebration 

Announcements 
Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Mr. Party, The Ambassador of 

CelebrationCelebration

Birthdays in JUNE 2023

Ms. Tiffani Ferguson celebrates her birthday on June 1st.
Ms. Sharron “Chi-town” Martin celebrates her 49th birthday on June 1st, Partied with her 
girls. “Thank GOD I’m blessed”!
Ms. Anika Smith enjoys her 36th birthday on June 4th.
Ms. Shaneē Reid celebrates her 35th birthday on June 4th, with family and friends.
Ms. Heidi Orlowski celebrates her 37th birthday on June 4th, with family and friends.
Ms. Taylor Powers celebrates her birthday on June 4th. 
Ms. Hazel Carnegie enjoys her 75th birthday on June 4th, with a celebration of family and 
friends.
Ms. Nickole Bankston celebrates her 39th birthday on June 4th, with family and friends.
Mr. Rick Alicia (Drummer) , enjoys his birthday on June 5th.
Ms. Asia Bower celebrates her birthday on June 6th.
Ms. Carolyn Rivers celebrates her birthday on June 6th.
Ms. Kanya Whitley celebrates her birthday on June 6th ; “Grateful that I have a job”.
Ms. Ruby Davis celebrates her 40th birthday on June 7th.
Mrs. June Moore celebrates her birthday on June 7th.
Ms. Unae Holiness celebrates her 43rd birthday on June 7th.
Ms. Victoria Key celebrates her 54th birthday on June 8th. She says, “Happy to be Alive!!!”
Ms. Lisa Kay Tubbs celebrates her 48th birthday one June 8th, She says, “Not older, just 
wiser.
Ms. Kayleanna M. Garvie ,  born June 8th ,  enjoys her 23rd birthday with family and 
friends.
Ms. Diane Scofield celebrates her 69th birthday on June 8th, with family and friends.
Ms. Deondra Allen celebrates her 38th birthday on June 8th, with friends saying, “I’m 
happy to be alive!”
Mr. Frank Parks celebrates his birthday on June 8th.
Ms. Brandy Filley celebrates her birthday on June 9th.
Ms. Tracey Ali celebrates her 59th  birthday on June 9th with little work and a lot of play!
Ms. Arlean Mitchell celebrates her birthday on June 9th.
Mr. Clyde M. Brown celebrates his birthday on June 9th.
Ms. Penora Diamond enjoys her 35th birthday on June 10th.
Mr. Roy Castilla enjoys his birthday on June 10th. He says, “Happy with Life!”
Ms. Latisha Sorrels, a Sexton High School graduate, will celebrate her 35th birthday on 
June 10th.
Ms. LaShonda Ferguson celebrates her 41st birthday on June 10th, by having fun with her 
sister, Chippey.
Ms. Sharon Edwards enjoys the day she was born, June 10th.
Ms. Magen Cole celebrates her 34th birthday on June 10th.
Mr. Stevie D. celebrates his birthday on June 10th. “Happy Birthday, Black Superman!!!”
Ms. Shukeyna Thurman celebrates her 42nd birthday on June 11th.
Ms. Yukia Love Winston celebrates her 47th birthday on June 11th. She says, “GOD is 
good!”
Mr. Clinton Wilson celebrates his birthday on June 11th
Ms. Shukeiva “Tia” McGrew celebrates her birthday on June 12th... for the Gemini in all of 
us! “To be loved is to love!”
Ms. Paige T. celebrates her birthday on June 12th. “Happy Birthday to Me!”
Ms. Annie C. Williford celebrates her birthday on June 12th.
Ms. Kimberly Fuller celebrates her birthday on June 12th.
Mr. Brian Scott celebrates his birthday on June 13th, with friends and family.
Ms. Taylor Ashley Denise Brown enjoys her 24th birthday on June 13th. She is growing 
into a very special young lady, who makes her family so proud!
  MSU Scholarship
Ms. Monique Jones celebrates her birthday on June 13th with family and friends.
Mr. Freddie Dubose celebrates his birthday on June 13th.
Ms. Elavia Bermudez celebrates her birthday on June 13th, with family and friends.
Mr. Michael Smith, born June 13th, celebrates his 54th birthday with family and friends.
Ms. Carmen Colon celebrates her birthday on June 13th.
Ms. Amanda Gelispie celebrates her 33rd  birthday on June 13th.
Ms. Barbara Isabella (Bella) Thomas celebrates her birthday on June 14th.
Mr. Ray Powers celebrates his birthday on June 14th, with a grin as he would tell everyone, 
“come see me at AA rent a car.”
Ms. Johanna Rodrigez celebrates her 49th birthday on June 15th.
Ms. Lillian Calabrese celebrates her birthday on June 15th.
Ms. Tiffany Richardson, “Happy 40th Birthday” on June 15th. She says to her Big Sis- Angie 
and Sofie ...I’m in my Prime!”
Mr. Cornelius Robinson celebrates his 69th birthday on June 16th.
Ms. Alexis Dingman celebrates her 38th birthday on June 16th.
Ms. Christelena Alberez celebrates her 28th birthday on June 16th, with her loving family.
Ms. Tracy Woodrum celebrates her 51st birthday with family and friends.
Mr. Anton Love will celebrate his birthday on June 17th,
Ms. Renee Ostrander celebrates her 38th birthday on June 17th, saying, “Let’s get 
crunked!”
Mr. Tim Antes celebrates his birthday on June 17th.
Ms. Nycole Williams celebrates her 51st birthday on June 18th.
Ms. Angell A. Steele celebrates her 49th birthday on June 18th, with family and friends.
Ms. Naomi Steele celebrates her 38th birthday on June 18th. “Happy birthday”
Mr. Mario Gonzales celebrates his birthday on June 18th.
Ms. Ordella G. Henderson celebrates her birthday on June 18th.
Mr. Mitchell L. Brown will celebrate his birthday on June 18th.
Mr. Stuart N. Chavis celebrates his birthday on June 18th. Shauna and the children say, 
“We Love You,”
Ms. Dorothy McDourgal celebrates her 37th  birthday on June 18th, with her sister, Ereka.
Miss Ray’chelle celebrates her birthday on June 18th, with family and friends.
Ms. Kelly Hopkins celebrates her 38th birthday June 19th. “I made it!”
Ms. Courtney M. Cole celebrates her birthday on June 19th.
Ms. Valerie Black celebrates her birthday on June 20th, “Happy birthday, GOD BLESS!!!”
Ms. Bobbie PerDita, who celebrates her birthday on June 20th, will be providing Exclusive 
Image Consulting and celebrating Life period!
Ms. Kim Trice celebrates her birthday on June 20th. “Thank GOD for another year”
Mr. Mike Hubbell celebrates his birthday on June 20th with family and friends.
Ms. Felicia Lawrence is celebrating her 55th birthday on June 21st, “still young”.
Mr. Alexander Cabule celebrates his birthday on June 21st.
Ms. Meghan Baty celebrates her 34th  birthday on June 21st, with family and friends.
Ms. Mary Lindsley celebrates her birthday on June 21st.
Mr. Shain “Bubba” Shannon (deceased) celebrated his birthday on June 21st with friends 
and family.
Ms. Mildred Davis enjoys her birthday on June 21st, with family and friends.
Ms. Meghan Marriot enjoys her birthday on June 21st.
Mrs. Lady Rebecca Richardson, celebrates her birth on June 22nd; home with family and 
friends. “Mr. Party come on over, please”.  
Mr. Marcus McWilliams’ celebrates his birthday on June 22nd.
Ms. Michelle Jackson will celebrate her 51st birthday on June 22nd , enjoying her four 
children.
Mrs. Mariyah Coleman celebrates her birthday June 22nd - Mama love you! 
Ms. Shakeva Suttles celebrates her birthday on June 22nd.
Mr. Jordan Luther Brown will celebrate his 25th birthday on June 23rd, becoming a fine 
young gentleman: whose family loves him very much. Keep up the good work,insurance 
agent .
Mr. Tamone Berry will celebrate his birthday on June 23rd, with his wife and family.
Mr. B.J. Berry celebrates his birthday on June 24th, with his dad and family.
Ms. Jessie May Jamison celebrates her 101st birthday with family and friends.
Ms. Quiana Flores will celebrate her 52nd birthday on June 24th.
Ms. Prossie Baby celebrates her birthday on June 24th.
Mr. Earl Fowler celebrates his birthday on June 24.
Ms. Jennifer Maldonado enjoys her 40th birthday on June 25th.
Ms. Glenda Robinson will celebrate her birthday on June 25th, with love from her family.
Mr. Kirk A. Branson celebrates his birthday on June 25th, with wife April and family.
Mr. Kyle Jones celebrates his birthday on June 26th.
Pastor Nathan Dixon will celebrate his birthday on June 26th, with family and friends.
Dr. Falyne Fry celebrates her birthday on June 26th,as we pray for her healthy recovery, 
praising the LORD, IJCHMN ,AMEN!
Mr. Juan Sanchez Jr. will celebrate his 29th birthday on June 26th.
Ms. Ella Couthen celebrates her birthday on June 26th.
Ms. Willa Dickens celebrates her birthday on June 29th.
Ms. Michelle R. Smith celebrates her birthday on June 29th.
Ms. Betty Plummer celebrates her birthday on June 30th.
Ms. Sherry E. Hawkins celebrates her 54th birthday on June 30th

*Anniversaries

Rev. Nathan and Lady Rolanda Dixon celebrate their 21st wedding anniversary on June 
9th, blessed with their beautiful children, Miss. Makenzie Carrington and Master Josiah 
Nathaniel Dixon.
Mr. Larry L. and Mrs. Jayme A. King Jr. celebrate their 19th wedding anniversary on June 
10th, enjoying their children, Mr. Larry L. III and Miss. Kay Lee King; Loving one another!
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Sophie Flowers will celebrate their wedding anniversary on June 
24th.
Mr. Chris L. Young and Mrs. Amber C. Young celebrate their 15th wedding anniversary on 
June 14th.

*Announcements

• Face book Page: www.facebook.com/mrparty1985
• Celebration Gram – A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr.
 Party for that special someone or special occasion!
• Call: 517-391-4849 or Email: mrpartycserv@aol.com
• Please send the information about you, your family or friends celebrating the 
Events of Life: Celebration Announcements



For a limited time in June, Straight Back Bonus doubles your 
chance to win cash. Just play your usual Daily 3&4 numbers. 

If you match your straight bet in reverse, you’ll win. Drawings are 
twice a day, seven days a week at 12:59 pm and 7:29 pm. 

Visit your favorite Lottery retailer and play Daily 3&4 today.
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Voters can now sign up for the Permanent Mail Ballot List to 
automatically be sent a ballot for every election 

 
Lansing - The Lansing City Clerk Chris Swope today sent 35,000 emails to Lansing City 
residents with instructions on how to sign up for the new Permanent Mail Ballot List 
which will allow the Clerk to mail voters a ballot for every election without having to 
complete another application.  
 
The quickest way to request your absentee ballot for August and every future election 
is to visit mvic.sos.state.mi.us to immediately start completing the online application. 
You will need your State of Michigan Driver’s License or Michigan ID, and the last four 
digits of your Social Security Number to complete the application.  
 
To sign up to automatically receive an absentee ballot for every election, select the box 
to check “I want to join the permanent ballot list. Automatically send me an absent voter 
ballot for every election”, which is the last step of the application, to be added to the 
Permanent Mail Ballot List.  
 
“Voting has never been easier for Michigan residents,” said Lansing City Clerk Chris 
Swope “I encourage everyone interested to sign up for the Permanent Mail Ballot List, 
so they never miss their chance vote.” 
 
Voters who sign up for the Permanent Mail Ballot List or requested an absentee ballot 
for the upcoming August Primary can expect their ballots in early July. The City Primary 
ballot will narrow down the field of candidates for the two Council Member At-Large, and 
the First Ward Council Member. Each term begins on January 1, 2024, for four years.   
 
For more information on all things regarding Lansing elections, go to lansingvotes.gov, 
call the Clerk’s Office at 517-483-4131 or email at city.clerk@lansingmi.gov  

### 

Chris Swope 
Lansing City Clerk 

FOR IMMEDIATE RE-
LEASE

Contact: Dr. Veronica A. 
Wilkerson-Johnson

Email: info@vwjsteam-
ventures.com 

517-285-4868 

http://vwjsteamventures.
com

More Diversity Is Need-
ed In STEAM Fields, 
And You Can Help It 

Happen

Mill City Press presents 
an introduction to men-
tors guiding students 

towards STEAM careers.

MAITLAND, FL—Au-
thor Veronica A. Wilk-
erson-Johnson assists 
influential adults further 
assist students along 
their career paths in 
A Sparkle In Their 
Eyes: Raising Talent-

ed, Diverse Students 
in STEAM Careers 
($20.49, paperback, 
9781662871498; $8.99, 
e-book, 9781662871504).

STEAM and STEM have 
been a part of the edu-
cation conversation for 
a number of years now, 
and interested parties 
may already know that 
people of color and wom-
en are underrepresented 
in these fields, but how 
can parents, mentors 
and others in the com-
munity help remedy this 
problem?  In this book, 
Wilkerson-Johnson offers 
interested adults practical 
advice for encouraging 
the children in their lives 
to pursue these career 
fields.

“In this primer I seek to 
inspire parents, mentors, 
and the community alike 
to guide students in their 
quest for Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, the 
Arts, and Mathematics 
related education and ca-
reers, and engage them 
in meaningful experienc-
es, and identify resources 
and networks that will 

propel them to academic 
and career opportunities,” 
said Wilkerson-Johnson.

Dr. Veronica A. Wilk-
erson-Johnson is an 
educator, advocate and 
champion for diverse 
students, women and 
first-generation students 
seeking STEAM careers.  
She earned a BA in 
Communications/Jour-
nalism from Wayne State 
University, Detroit, MI; an 
MA in Information from 
the University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor, MI; and a 
Doctorate in Educational 
Leadership from Ferris 
State University DCCL 
Program, in Big Rapids, 
Michigan.

###

Mill City Press, a divi-
sion of Salem Media 
Group, is a leader in 
the general market 
division of self-publish-
ing. A Sparkle In Their 
Eyes is available on-
line through amazon.
com and barnesandno-
ble.com.




