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KEEPING THE DREAM ALIVE
OCTOBER 2019

EVERY TUESDAY AND EVERY SECOND FRIDAY
Ballroom Dancing with Sterling Armstrong at Gregory’s 2510
N. MLK Jr. BLVD. Lansing. Ml for more info call 517-256-8051

MONTHLY-Coffee or Drinks with State Representative Sarah
Anthony. For venue and times call 517-373-0826

OCTOBER 2,9, 16 & 23, 2019

“AARP DIABETES WORKSHOPS” 1:00PM Delta Township
Library 5130 Davenport Drive Lansing, Michigan 48917 for
more information call 1-877-926-8300

OCTOBER 16, 2019
“BLACK VIOLIN” Great Cobb Hall For Times and Ticket Infor-
mation call 1-800-WHARTON

OCTOBER 17, 2019

“UPLIFT OUR YOUTH FOUNDATION-ONE STEP FORWARD”
6:00 PM Crowne Plaza 925 Creyts Road Lansing, Michigan
48917 for more information call go to: upliftouryouthfounda-
tion.org

OCTOBER 25, 2019

“KEIKO MATSUI” Pianist, Composer and Humanitarian.
Great Cobb Hall For Times and Ticket Information call 1-800-
WHARTON

OCTOBER 30, 2019
PIILOBOLUS: Come to Your Senses 7:30PM Pasant Theater
for additional information call 1-800-WHARTON

MARITAL BLISS!

Introducing Eddie and Regina Robinson. The cou-
ple was married on October 5, 2019.

DIAHANN CARROLL R.I.P. 1935-2019

Winners of | See you awards-Sincerely Brenda cast
members including Best Actress Tiffani Ferguson-Pruitt

com SINCERELY, SINCERELY cou SINCERELY, SINCERELY

MINORITY BUYING POWER

Minority Markets Have 3.9 Trillion in
Buying Power

News wise — every racial and eth-
nic minority group in America is
making financial gains but not at
equal rates, according to the latest
Multicultural Economy Report from
the University of Georgia.

The annual report calculates the
consumer buying power—or total
income after taxes—for minority
markets in the U.S.: African-
Americans, Asian-Americans, His-
panics and Native Americans. The
Multicultural Economy Report is
published by the Selig Center for
Economic Growth, a unit of UGA’s
Terry College of Business.

The sustained growth of the U.S. economy culminated in an estimated $14.8 trillion of buying power nationally in 2018, an increase of
100 percent since 2000 and 30 percent since 2010, with the biggest percentage gains occurring in minority markets.

The combined buying power of blacks, Asian-Americans and Native Americans is estimated to be $2.4 trillion, while the nation’s Hispan-
ics command $1.5 trillion in spending power—larger than the GDP of Australia.

“The economic expansion has been quite good in recent years, and we’re still seeing the benefits of that for every group in America,”
said Jeff Humphreys, Selig Center director and author of the report. “While minority markets are certainly enjoying more buying power
than ever before, the rate of growth differs. We find the largest percentage increases in the Asian and Hispanic markets, followed by
relatively slower rates of growth in the African-American and Native American populations. Whites comprise the largest share of the U.S.
market, but have the slowest percentage rate of buying power growth.”

While buying power is increasing across the country, the biggest gains come from Western states. The top 10 states with the largest
percentage increase in total buying power since 2000 are Utah (156 percent), North Dakota (150 percent), Wyoming (143 percent), Tex-
as (137 percent), Washington (131 percent), Arizona (131 percent), District of Columbia (130 percent), Montana (125 percent), Nevada
(122 percent) and Idaho (118 percent).

The five slowest-growing states since 2000 are Michigan (57 percent), Illinois (71 percent), Ohio (74 percent), West Virginia (75 percent)
and Missouri (76 percent).

Black buying power

African-American buying power has seen impressive gains since the end of the last economic downturn, jumping from $961 billion in
2010 to an estimated $1.3 trillion in 2018. Since 2000, the African-American market has seen a 114 percent increase in buying power.
The boost is the result of a surge in black-owned businesses, increased educational attainment and booming population growth. The
percentage of African-Americans who completed college continues to rise (23 percent in 2017, up from 17 percent in 2000), and the
population is growing at 22.7 percent since 2000, faster than the national average of 16.3 percent. The youthfulness of the African-
American population skews the group’s buying power downward, as a larger share of the population have yet to hit their peak earning
years.

The 10 states with greatest black buying power growth since 2000 are North Dakota (1,051 percent), South Dakota (502 percent), Idaho
(375 percent), Wyoming (339 percent), Vermont (320 percent), Arizona (265 percent), Montana (255 percent), Maine (243 percent),
Utah (235 percent) and New Hampshire (226 percent). All have flourishing African-American consumer markets, but none is among the
nation’s 10 largest black consumer markets.

Native American buying power

Although comprising only 1.3 percent of the country’s population, the buying power of Native Americans is estimated to be $115 billion
in 2018, a 185 percent increase since 2000. The gains are due in part to rapid population growth, which has increased 55 percent since
2000, and is projected to grow another 7 percent by 2023. Entrepreneurial activity also played a key role in boosting the Native Ameri-
can market. For example, American Indian- and Alaska native-owned businesses grew 15 percent from 2007 to 2012—five times more
than the total number of all U.S. business growth.

Ranked by the growth of Native American buying power since 2000, the top 10 states are Texas (279 percent), Rhode Island (264 per-
cent), Pennsylvania (247 percent), New York (241 percent), Maryland (234 percent), Massachusetts (233 percent), Illinois (230 percent),
Virginia (228 percent), Delaware (225 percent) and Utah (224 percent). Many of these states have relatively small, flourishing markets,
but Texas and New York stand out as the third- and fifth-largest Native American consumer markets in the nation, respectively.
Asian-American buying power

Asian-Americans command an estimated 6.2 percent of the nation’s total buying power, roughly $1 trillion. The 267 percent increase
since 2000 makes the Asian market the fastest-growing minority market in the country, with a buying power greater than the gross do-
mestic product of Turkey.

Indian Americans comprise the largest subgroup of the Asian-American market and account for $283 billion (28 percent) of the group’s
buying power. Chinese-Americans (except Taiwanese) are second in terms of buying power, making up 23 percent of the U.S. Asian mar-
ket ($233 billion) but are the largest population. Filipino-Americans constitute the third-largest group both in population and buying
power, accounting for $146 billion or 14.4 percent of the market. The fifth most-populous group is Korean-Americans, who rank fourth
in terms of buying power with $81 billion or 8 percent of the U.S. Asian market. Vietnamese-Americans are fifth in terms of buying pow-
er (573 billion), but fourth in terms of population.

The Asian-American market is buoyed by booming population growth, which includes strong immigration, high educational attainment,
increased entrepreneurship, and an overwhelmingly urban population.

Ranked by the rate of growth of Asian buying power since 2000, the top 10 states are: South Dakota (497 percent), North Dakota (479
percent), Arkansas (449 percent), Vermont (445 percent), North Carolina (422 percent), Texas (414 percent), Arizona (387 percent),
Georgia (369 percent), Nevada (361 percent), and Indiana (357 percent).

While Texas is the only state that also ranks among the nation’s 10 largest Asian consumer markets (at third), Georgia (13th) and North
Carolina (15th) are also among the nation’s most rapidly emerging Asian markets.

Hispanic buying power

The $1.5 trillion Hispanic market is the largest ethnic market in the U.S., and includes more than one out of every six Americans. It is the
second-fastest growing minority market in the U.S., rising by 212 percent, or $500 billion, since 2000.

Mexican-Americans comprise the largest of the Hispanic subgroups, accounting for $881 billion in buying power or 57.2 percent of the
Hispanic total. Puerto Ricans are second-largest group in terms of buying power, commanding $158 billion or 10.3 percent of the Hispan-
ic market. Central Americans are the third largest, with a $137 billion market share or 8.9 percent of the total. South Americans rank
fourth, with 8.7 percent ($135 billion) of the U.S. Hispanic market, and Cuban-Americans are fifth, accounting for $83 billion.

The 10 states with the greatest Hispanic buying power growth since 2000 are North Dakota (656 percent), South Dakota (513 percent),
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News, Views & Commentary

MoneyWalk 413:

The Fool God Made Wise

This program will help you undo financial
bondage.

Don’t ever let anyone tell you that you cannot
prosper when making godly choices. God says
you will, therefore the matter is forever settled!
If you follow the Holy Spirit’s leading with pa-
tience, you'll promote the good news of Jesus
Christ and succeed in business, ministry, and
employment according to the calling and
breadth and depth of effectiveness and profita-
bility He has for you.

Obstacles stand in the way of reaching your
destiny and being useful to God and other peo-
ple, however the Holy Spirit imparts power and
wisdom to children of God through the Word of
God to help you overcome every obstacle that
stands in your way. As a child of God who lines
up with the His will by utilizing biblical princi-
ples, He will bless you immensely so your per-
sonal finances, business, and ministry endeav-
ors can encourage others, help them, and lead
them to a relationship with Him through Jesus
Christ.

You will not be manipulative and try to force
people to believe in Him, rather your kindly
treatment, relationship bridges, and godly life-
style will lead them into the Kingdom and ex-
ample for them how to how to work as unto
the LORD in everything they do. In addition, the
great profitability of your Christian business or
ministry will help you pay employees above
average wages and allow them to share in your
enormous revenue or profit stream in recogni-
tion that the business could not have been suc-
cessful without the LORD supplying great work-
ers to help it grow. Your heart of service and
abundant giving will be one of the greatest soul
winning tools in your arsenal.

Please pray for this ministry and email me with
any questions. May the LORD bless you richly as
you follow His plan!

Luke 24:49, Acts 1:7-8, Ephe-
sians 3:14-21, 1John 4:1-4,
Jude 1:17-22

Please forward these bond-
age-breaking articles to other
people who can use helpful

-l

insight!

You can find books authored by Randy Parlor
and Karen Parlor at www.Amazon.com

You can find many other MoneyWalk articles on
Facebook by looking at the NOTES created by
Randy Parlor at https://www.facebook.com/#!/
profile.php?id=100000444069041&sk=notes.

You can connect with Randy Parlor on Twitter
and Linkedin

You can also view and/or listen to MoneyWalk
articles
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EBlack Collegse

Tour

October 21, Thru October 25, 20719

is limited to 40 students!
We will visit the following schools:

Chris Swope

Lansing City Clerk
For Immediate Release Media Contact:
September 27, 2019 Chris Swope (517) 230-1566

Voting in Person available now for Lansing City General Election
Extended Hours on Wednesdays & the Weekend prior to Election Day
Voter Registration available until Election Day at City Clerk’s Offices

Lansing - The South Washington Election Unit is now open to Lansing City voters for walk-in
early voting and voter registration for the November 5th City General Election. Two at-large
(city-wide) Council positions and the First and Third Ward City Council seats are on the
ballot.

Located at 2500 S. Washington, the Election Unit offers free parking, a 24-hour secure drop
box, and is conveniently located on CATA Route #2. Walk-in early voting will be available at
the Election Unit until Election Day at the following times:

Mon., Tues., Thurs, & Fri. 8am.-5pm.
Wednesday 8am.-7pm.
Monday, Nov. 4 Only 8a.m. -4 p.m. (due to state law)

In addition to regular hours, the Election Unit will be open on the following weekend days:

Saturday, Nov 2
Sunday, Nov. 3

10a.m.-2p.m.
Noon - 4pm

Early voting is also available at the Clerk’s City Hall Office, which is located on the Sth floor of
City Hall at 124 W. Michigan Avenue during regular office hours.

There are two exceptions in Michigan election law which restrict early voting. On the day
before Election Day, no ballots can be provided after 4 p.m. except in an emergency
situation. Also on Election Day, absentee ballots can only be given to people registering to
vote.

Voters may download the form to request an absentee ballot, check on the status of their
absentee applications, and view a list of candidates with their contact information at
lansingmi.goviclerk. Absentee voters who want to skip the required postage when returning
their ballots may use the 24-hour secure drop boxes, which are located in the parking lot at
the South Washington Election Unit and on the sidewalk outside City Hall.

..............................

10 a.m. — 2 p.m. - Oct. 18

lcc.edu/blackbizexpo
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Great Meetings in the Palm
of Your Hand!

Heather Cooper Kim, CMP, CTA
Sales Manager
517-377-1401

hkim@lansing.org
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RE-CONNECTING SOUL Ji SOUL: WHATS IN YOUCUP?
Ministry of Presence With

PastoriChaplain Pamelajune (P Anderson, DMin.
Lt Commander (RET) UM Chaplain Carps

Cerified Peer Support Specialist

MOV, TODAY, IS THE DAY OF HOLY SPIRIT GRACE, PRESENCE, AND
AWARENESS. BE STILL AND LISTEN TO HEAR HER VOICE

“fou apread out & table before me, provisions in the midst of attack from my enemies; Yol care
forall my needs, anointing my head with soothing, fragrant ol filing my cup again and again with
Yourgrace.” Paalm 235 The VOICE

Yol serve me a st-course dinner nght in front of my enemies You revive my drooping head;
my cuUp brims with blessing.” Psalm 235 The Message
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"AND GOD, | am grateful for every opportunity to
learn something about You and the words on the
pages in Holy Wit The YOICE and the Message
versions of Psalm 23 Verse 5, for example, inspires
me to paint on the canvass of my divine imagination,
pictures of the Cup and what it represents in antiguity
and 2019. | see You, Lord, inthe Garden asking Your
Father to spare you from the cup of tnbulation and
death of the ego. | see You in liting Chalice and
saying to the Disciples "this represents My blood” |
see you In the communion cup. It charactenzes Your
blood that "reaches to the highest mountain and flows
to the lowest valley” Your blood gives me strength
; from moment-to-moment. And | re-member that life -
abundant life, eternal life =15 in Your blood. | behold David pinning in perpetutty the most
memorized and recited Word of reassurance spoken in public and private devotions”

Research by the House of Faith suggests that the Gup is the feminine aspect of God.
In the Kabbalah, a secret method, discipline, and school of thought in Jewish mysticism,
all people are seen as cups. We used to sing a little chorus in the home church that
reads. "Fill my cup, Lord, [ Ift it up, Lord. Come and quench this thirsting of my soul,
Bread of Heaven feed me till | want no more. Fill my cup, fill t up and make me whole”

| pray for the two persons | met last week who stated, * do not believe in a Higher
Power by any name or gender.” | pray that they will receive the God-Cup full of LOVE.

With appreciation, my cup runs over with grace - unmerted favor — wisdom,
knowledge, abundant Ife, blessings, forgiveness, and desires to act justly, to love mercy
and to walk humbly with God. WHAT'S [N YOUR GUP?

;
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GO BUY DEE FREEMAN'’S “The Elevator”

There is an amazing gift lying within the covers of This AWESOME stand the test of
time Poetry, which will tantalize, revitalize, mesmerize and synergize as you glimpse a
heartfelt, uplifting and passionate delivery from Dee Freeman. POETRY, SHE WROTE
IV: ON THE MOVE addresses real, everyday life; the journey that scourers through
nooks and crannies, scans the heavens, peers into the depths of the soul, and thor-
oughly searches every level of the heart to find truth and a deeper connection to reali-
ty, thus propelling you forward to reach Your Highest Destiny...YES, the hints, the tips,
the views and words of wisdom here are crystal clear...

The book has dynamic thoughts, fresh ideas, honest truisms, lasting charm, pure hu-
mor and even deep passion, which create unique and interesting messages to be
shared with the world.

So, if you want stimulation in the best way...just delve into this book

to get a sensational read. This is a must have...one of a kind book.

Make no mistake, Freeman, her voice and her pen are truly “On The Move”, so don’t
be left behind...CATCH on for a riveting and magical

ride and with words crafted with gilded wings....SOAR

For AC informaton Cai S17-321-1234

Gov. Whitmer Signs Proclamation Marking Bullying Prevention Month

LANSING, Mich. — Governor Gretchen Whitmer has issued a proclamation declaring October Bullying Prevention
Month.

“As a mom of kids in the public schools, | want to make sure that every student is protected from the harmful
effects of bullying,” said Governor Whitmer. “For too long, Michigan kids have faced bullying both in school and
online. No student should be afraid to go to school because they’re afraid of being bullied for who they are. This
month, | ask that all of us collectively raise awareness around the harmful effects of bullying and encourage our
kids and our peers to foster a more open, accepting environment in our schools and around the state.”

During her time in the Michigan Senate, Governor Whitmer fought back and won when legislators tried to pass a

Ill

law that would allow bullying if they had a “religious or moral” reason for doing so. Because of her hard work on
the issue, the legislature passed Matt’s Safe School Law, which has helped protect Michigan kids in every communi-
ty from bullying.

Michigan is among the worst in the nation when it comes to bullying. Nearly one in every four Michigan high school

students report being bullied at school, and nearly one in five report online bullying.
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. Party,

The Ambassador of Calebration,

By Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration Tribute to Mr. Ter-
ry E Tyler
October 3, 1941-July 20, 2017
Creator of Mr. Party marketing concept August 1985
C.A. column September 2006

Birthdays in OCTOBER 2019

Ms. Diana Gomez celebrates her birth on October 1°.

Ms. Souci Chappell celebrates her 36" birthday on October 1%, saying “Happy birthday to me!
Glad to make to my 36™ birthday, because someone else did not.”

Mr. Robert Lopez enjoys his 17" birthday on October 2", with family and friends. “Much Love”
Dad

Ms. Marcella Rosarro had celebrates her birth on October Z"d, with family and friends.

Ms. Tracy Skinner celebrates her birthday on October 2", with family and friends. She says “I'm
loving life, one day at a time”

Ms. Jennifer Johnson celebrates her birthday on October 4™ with family and friends.

Ms. Keanna Adams enjoys her 29" birthday on October 5™, with family and friends.

Ms. Darrilyn Moore celebrates her 37" birthday on October 5% with family and friends.

Mes. Latrea Milton celebrated her 29™ birthday on October 5, dancing with her girls.

Rev. Dr. Kay ”Little Kay” Porter celebrates her 62" birthday on October 6™ with Family and
friends, enjoys sharing “new and old friendships”.

Ms. Donna Haynie celebrates her birthday on October 6.

Mr. Preston White celebrated his birth with a barbecue party.

Ms. Rhonda Christian celebrates her 39™ birthday on October 6", with family and friends.

Ms. Katie Phraxayavong celebrates her birthday on October 8™ with Abby.

Ms. Gloria Bermudez celebrated her “Fabulous 48™” birthday on October 8", just chilling, loving
life.

Master Lavell Goins enjoys his 10" birthday on October 8", with family and friends. “Happy Birth-
day to mommy's little handsome man. So glad to watch you grow and become independent!”
Love mommy

Ms. Phyllis Bartlett celebrates her birthday on October 9", with family and friends.

Mes. Jessica Malcolm celebrates her 48" birthday on October 9",

Mes. Enisa Nevaeh (Brown) Thomas enjoyed her 18" birthday on October 10", celebrating with her
mother Donecia, her uncle LaMonti and friends. “We love each other forever!!!”

Ms. Amy White celebrates her 49" birthday on October 10", with family and friends.

Mr. Lawrence Hodge celebrates his 56™ birthday on October 11", at Gregory’s Ice & Smoke.
Mr. Kion Bates celebrates his 43™ birthday on October 11", with family and friends. “Thank you
Mr. B”

Mr. Jacob McKenney celebrates his birth on October 11", with family and friends. “Much love”
Mom

Ms. Cheyanne Nichole Garvie enjoys her 17" birthday on October 12", with family and friends.
Aunt T.T. loves you, my beautiful big girl!!!

Ms. Amanda Smith celebrates her 35™ birthday on October 12", with family and friends. “l am
blessed to see another year with my family and friends!”

Mr. Quincy Johnson celebrates his 63 birthday on October 12", with family and friends.

Ms. Michelle Johnson Beard celebrates her birthday on October 14™.

Ms. Marilyn Plummer celebrates her birthday October 17, with family and friends.

Ms. Sarae Coddington celebrates her 36" birthday on October 17", with family and friends.

Ms. Kathy Fair celebrates her birthday on October 17" with family and friends.

Ms. Geraldine Rush enjoys her 71° birthday on October 17%, with family and friends.

Ms. Tanisha Jefferson celebrates her 36™ birthday on October 18", with family and friends.

Ms. Meredith Mertz enjoys her 33" birthday on October 18", celebrating with family. She says, “I
love Life, for it’s so amazing!”

Mr. “Big” John Crosley celebrates his birthday on October 18", with family and friends.

Ms. Kim Walker celebrates her 47" birthday on October 18",

Mes. Liza Leal celebrates her 50" birthday on October 18".

Mr. Eugene Allen celebrates his 73" birthday on October 19™, with family and friends.

Ms. Mya Douse enjoys her 23" birthday on October 19", with family and friends.

Mes. Corrin O. celebrates her birthday on October 20" with family and friends.

Ms. Brooke Hening celebrates her birthday on October 21,

Mr. Eric Buckner celebrates his birthday on October 23™.

Mr. Steven Smith enjoys his birthday October 24™. “Thank you to all my family and friends!”
Mr. Zechariah Turner celebrates his 11" birthday on October 24™.

Mr. Eric McClinton celebrates his 20™ birthday on October 24" with family and friends.

Ms. Tamese Vinsom celebrates her 42" birthday on October 25", with family and friends.

Ms. Alena Rush-Bowers will celebrate her birth on October 25™, with her grandparents, family
and friends.

Mes. Kelly Hampton celebrates her birthday on October 26™.

Ms. Mollie Demond had the pleasure of celebrating her 63 birthday on October 26™.

Ms. Melissa Robinson celebrates her 39" birthday on October 26™.

Ms. Jonna David enjoys her 43" birthday on October 27%, with family and friends.

Mr. Karlton Gilmore enjoys his 49" birthday on October 27,

Ms. Renita McAbee celebrates her birthday on October 28"

Ms. Kelly Glynn celebrates her 52" birthday on October 28", with family and friends.

Ms. Doris Redmond celebrates her 35™ birthday on October 28", she says; “Thank You, Jesus for
one more year!”

Ms. Angela Pruitt celebrates her birthday on October 28" - Happy 32"

Ms. Lori Wright celebrates her 52" birthday on October 29",

Mr. Sovran Brown, Army Soldier, celebrates his 27" birthday on October 29", with family and
friends and new Baby Girl.

Sir Paris Leek enjoys his 16" birthday on October 30™, with family and friends.

Mr. Robert Walter, who was born on October 30", 1981, will be celebrating that event by hanging
out with his family and friends.

Ms. Sheka Green celebrates her birthday on October 31°.

Ms. Whitney Stowell celebrates her 26" birthday on October 31%. “Happy Birthday Baby Girll”
Love Mom

Ms. Maryann Smrek celebrated her birthday on October 31, She said “l am truly grateful to God
for giving me the best parents in the world: thank you, Mom for your unconditional love! Mar-
yann.

Happy 59™ to my mom Simona Barber, | love you; wish you a happy birthday and many more to
come. Love always, Souci Chappell

*Anniversaries

Mr. Ray and Mrs. Melody Kurtis, blissfully celebrated their wedding anniversary on September
30", loving life!!!

M;. Shawn and Mrs. Donel Martin, lovingly celebrated their 15t wedding anniversary on October
2|’|

*Announcements

Please let us know if you have any names to be removed...

Mr. Party Website: www.mrpartycelebrationservice.com
Facebook Page: facebook.com/mrparty1985

Sportron: www.sportron.com/mrparty

Celebration Gram — A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr. Party for that
special someone or special occasion! Call 517-391-4849 or email: mrpar-
tycserv@aol.com
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SASKETBALL SKILLS
2 DRILLS CLINIG

WITH COACH CARLTON VALENTINE

Improve your game under Coach Carlton Valentine by focusing on skills and
strategies he's used to help hundreds of youth players achieve the next level of
development. This free event will also include life skills mentoring from Lansing
Police Officers and a coalition of community partners from PAL

e BOYS & GIRLS OCTOBER 19TH HILL COMPLEX GYM

GRADES 15T - 6TH 10 AM - 1 PM 3815 WISE RD

+ Learn the foundation of shooting

+ Strengthen shooting off the catch & off the dribble
+ Develop proper release point and follow through

+ |mprove pulling up on the fast break

+ Learm proper stance and footwork

+ Leadership

« Teamwark + Develop the mentality to have a successful jump shot
« Work ethic » Improve pace of dribble to make shots quicker

+ Discipline

*Free event | Limited space available - 100 spots

LANSING oy sons e PARKSOMLINE.LANSINGMI.GOY
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ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA

SORORITY, INC.®
DELTA TAU OMEGA CHAPTER

15 GOURMET
GENTS

JOIN US FOR DELICIOUS FOOD TASTINGS!

Sunday, October 13, 2019
3:00pm — 5:00pm

United Association
of Plumbers and Pipefitters
5405 S. MLK Jr. Blvd, Lansing, M1

ADMISSION: $25 per person

TICKET NEEDED FOR ENTRY!
Purchase tickets in advance from any member of
Delta Tau Omega Chapter -or-
http://deltatauomega-aka.com/events-payment/

Proceeds benefit Delta Tau Omega
community programs and scholarships

Questions? Contact Veronica Wilkerson Johnson at
verondeeconslting@ gmail.com
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THE REALS OF JUSTICE

Bail
By: Ayanna D. Neal

What is bail, who gets to say how much it is and if one gets it? Bail is a
deposit of security for the release of a person who is incarcerated for alleg-
edly committing an offense and who is awaiting trial. Bail is to secure the
person’s appearance in court. However, “No person charged with treason
or murder shall be admitted to bail if the proof of his guilt is evident or the
presumption great.” Michigan Compiled Laws (MCL)765.5. The courts are to follow the Michigan
constitution in which “excessive bail shall not be required.” Money bail is excessive if it “is in an
amount greater than reasonably necessary to adequately assure that the accused will appear when his
[or her] presence is required.” People v. Edmond, 81 Mich App 743, 747-748 (1978).

Ayanna Neal

There are different types of bail, which include secured money bail and surety bonds. But in certain
cases, for example, child support cases, if a person is arrested for a bench warrant for failure to pay
child support, the person must deposit a cash bond of no less than $500 or 25% of the arrearage,
whichever is greater. And at the court’s discretion it may set the cash bond at an amount not more
than 100%of the arrearage and add to that amount the court costs.

MCL 765.6a requires a cash bond or a surety other than the applicant if the applicant is charged with
a crime alleged to have occurred while on bail by a bond personally executed by him; or has been
twice convicted of a felony within the preceding 5 years.

The court must consider and make certain findings as to each of the following:

The seriousness of the offense charged.

The protection of the public.

The previous criminal record and the dangerousness of the person accused.

The probability or improbability of the person accused appearing at the trail of the cause.

Frequently people are given a 10% bond by the court. This means the person may post bail by a
surety that is a quarter of the full bail and executed by a surety that is approved by the court. The
court often puts in place various conditions to reasonably ensure the safety of the public and ensure
the appearance of the person to future court hearings. Such conditions could be that the person not
commit any new crimes, not leave the state without permission of the court, not use alcohol or other
controlled substances without a prescription, comply with a curfew, seek or maintain employment,
not possess a firearm and any other conditions the court deems appropriate. If a person is charged
with domestic violence or an assaultive crime the court can order the person wear a tether as a condi-
tion of the release. The cost of wearing a tether is the responsibility of the person and is not paid for
by the court.

Recently across the U.S. and here in Michigan there has been a huge push for criminal justice reform
as it relates to bail. Many people who are incarcerated and don’t pose an undue danger to the com-
munity often can’t afford to post bail on low level offense are in jail for unnecessarily long time pe-
riods. There’s a push nationally for making bail in an amount that people can afford to post no mat-
ter what their income. Statistics have shown that in the U.S. more people of color and poorer Ameri-
cans can’t afford bail and they’re left in jail while awaiting trial. For some families it is a difficult
choice they face when deciding if they should pay a bail bondsman to get their family member out of
jail because the fee a family has to pay a bail bondsman is nonrefundable. This means even if the
case ends up with the charges being dismissed the money paid to the bondsman will not be returned
to the family.

The current bail system in the U.S. has created a higher jail population and longer time periods of
incarceration. The bail system definitely deserves a look at in terms of making the system fair & just
for everyone not just for those who have money.

*Disclaimer & legal information: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the
author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any agency, organization, em-
ployer, this newspaper or anyone else. This article is for informational purposes only not for the
purpose of providing medical or legal advice.
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BRSIConference
REVITALIZING THE
PROPHETIC TRADITION
IN BLACK RELIGION

& SPIRITUALITY

IN THE 21 CENTURY:

PRAISE & PROTEST

Sunday Oct. 20, 2019: 6-9 PM Monday October 21, 2019: 9 am to 5:00 PM
(Kellogg Center Auditorium): Workshops (Private Dining Room 1, Brody
Opening Session Square)

* Featured Speaker: e 9:00 am - 10:15 am: The Prophetic Tradition
Rev. Dr. Fielding Stewart Il in Black Religion and Spirituality: A Youth
(Pastor of Empowerment Roundtable (featuring high school students)
Church, Southfield, Michigan) e 10:30 am - 12:15 pm: BRS Women's Network:

e Performances- Earl Nelson Human Trafficking and #Me Too Movement
Singers, Dr. Jamil Scott, and and Beyond (Ms, LaKita Garth Wright-

Mrs. Kimberly Dickens Chicago, lllinois and Rev. LaClaire Bouknight,

MD- East Lansing, ML.)
e 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm (Lunch- Brody Square)
Michigan State University ® 1:45 pm - 3:00 pm: The Black Prophetic

No Registration Fee et N "
A Sstlons 670 Sparn 0 Yo BaibAS Tradition and the Educational Setting (Panel
of educators)

For Information Call 517 432-0809 v , . :
s piteRans - 3.1S'p'm - 5:00 pm: The Black Prophetic
(Conference Co-chairs) Tradition and the Broader Community (Panel

of religious and community leaders)

Other committee members: Pastor Sean Holland,

Dr. Bayyinah Jefiries, Minister Shicley lune, Rev. Dr.
Russell y , Dr. Bernard Richardson, Pastor
D¢, Samanrah Shareaf, Pastor Dr. Hilton Thomas, and
Dr. Denlse Troutman,

Message From Melanie Morrison

rother, Truman A Mornson W be in East Lansing thus coming Saturday, October S, to speak at

hat focus on ELIMINATING BAIL IN AMERICA’S COURTS

t and a nat al leade ssue ¢ bail reform and pre-trial justice In a

hope 10 see you at one (or both) of these events

SATURDAY, OCTBER 5, at 1:00 pm
PRETRIAL JUSTICE: A MODEL FOR ELIMINATING PRETRIAL DETENTION

udge Truman Mormson

SATURDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 5, at 7:30 pm
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF BAIL REFORM: THAT ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM IS MONEY

Panel [ d United Church

= Michael Lawrence,K Professor of Law, MSU, College of Law, Moderator
= Judge Truman A. Morrison lll. Senior Judge of the DC Superior Court
= Carol A. Siemon, Ingham County Prosecuting Attorney
= Cynthia M. Ward, District Court Judge, 54-A District Court
- Beryl J. Frenger. Eaton County Trial Court Administrator
» Takura Nyamfukudza Attormmey with Chartier & Nyamfukudza PL C and
member of Gov. Whitmer's Joint Task Force on Jail and Pretnial Incarceration
= Shannon Schiegel Attorney with Shannon L W Schiegel, PLLC

Lansing Voters have a Choice

Vote at Home or In-Person

City General Election
Tuesday, Hovember 5, 2019
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Ermail City Clerk@Lan s ngrmi.gow 124 W Michigan Suwe
Wi =t weew la nEin gl ol derk Sarm -5 prn Monday® - Friday
BByt fc Rl Sesd da Yar Election Unit - Rear Entrance
Arter W e Sigsad Apnboston 2500 S Waszhingtan &ve
Sam-5prmbd® T, TH, F
Vota whas yax ara Rasgy S arm -7 pm ok Wednesdays
"Onis unlid prr. onb cmrrbw o
Rerre Yorr Belot
Orop it off at the Clerk's Office Wawloes o _H.'"_
Drop itih one of our Secure Boxes — g?ﬂ%ﬁﬁ?: z;‘ Lh[Irul:-I:-eml:- -
hdail it Back (Mlow 5-7 Day =) 2 v - & pin Suhda :.',JN-:m'er'nh ar %
Salac vt bn asaiad
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Voting... Make it a Habit!
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