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Breast Cancer Causes and Risk Factors 
 
The precise causes of breast cancer are unclear, but we know the main risk factors. Still, most women considered at high risk 
for breast cancer do not get it, while many with no known risk factors do. 
The main risks are being older and having breast cancer in your family. The risk goes up for women with certain types of be-
nign breast lumps and for women who have had ovarian cancer. And if you've had breast cancer, you can get it again. 

What Are the Chances of Getting Breast Cancer? 
In 1940, the lifetime risk of a woman developing breast cancer was 5%. Now the risk is about 12%. In about half of the cases, the 
woman has no known risk factors. 
Risk Factors You Can’t Change 
 
Being a woman. Men can get breast cancer too, but it’s 100 times more likely to affect women. 
History of breast cancer. A woman who has had cancer in one breast, such as ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) or invasive breast can-
cer, is three to four times likelier to develop a new breast cancer, unrelated to the first one, in either the other breast or in another 
part of the same breast. This is different than a recurrence of the previous breast cancer. 

Age. Your risk goes up as you age. About 77% of women diagnosed with breast cancer each year are over 50, and more than 40% 
are 65 and older. 
In women ages 40 to 50, there is a 1 in 68 chance of developing breast cancer. From 50 to 60, that goes up to 1 in 42. From 60 to 
70, it's one in 28. And in women 70 and older, it's 1 in 26. 
Direct family history. Having a mother, sister, or daughter ("first-degree" relative) with breast cancer puts a woman at higher risk. 
It's even greater if this relative developed breast cancer before 50 and had cancer in both breasts. 
Having one first-degree relative with breast cancer roughly doubles your risk, and having two first-degree relatives triples your 
risk. Having a male blood relative with breast cancer will also increase the risk. 
Genetics. About 5% to 10% of breast cancer cases are inherited. Carriers of alterations in either of two genes, called BRCA1 or 
BRCA2, are at higher risk. Women with an inherited alteration in the BRCA1 gene have a 72% chance of developing breast cancer by 
the time they’re 80. There’s a 69% chance that a woman with an inherited alteration in the BRCA2 gene will get breast cancer by 
that age. 
Dense breasts. Your breasts are a mix of fatty, fibrous, and glandular tissue. Dense breasts have more glandular and fibrous tissue 
and less fat. A woman with dense breasts is 1.5 to 2 times more likely to get breast cancer. 

Breast lesions. Having atypical hyperplasia (lobular or ductal) or lobular carcinoma in situ increases a woman's breast cancer risk by 
four to five times. 
Distant family history. This refers to breast cancer in second- or third-degree relatives such as aunts, grandmothers, and cousins. 
Previous abnormal breast biopsy. Women with earlier biopsies showing any of the following have a slight increased risk: fibroade-
nomas with complex features, hyperplasia without atypia, sclerosing adenosis, and solitary papilloma. 
Reproductive history. The more estrogen your body has made over time, the higher your risk. Getting your period before age 12, 
starting menopause after age 55, and never being pregnant raise your lifetime exposure to estrogen and breast cancer risks. 

Radiation treatment. If you had radiation treatment to your chest before age 30, usually as treatment for cancers such 
as lymphoma. 

Other cancer in the family. If a family member had ovarian cancer before age 50, your risk is increased. 
Heritage. In the U.S., white and African-American women are more likely to get it than Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and Native 
American women. 
Exposure to diethylstilbestrol (DES). Many women received this drug between 1940 and 1971 to prevent miscarriage. If you or 
your mother got it, your odds of breast cancer go up. 
Risk Factors You Can Change 
Weight. Being overweight after menopause increases your odds. 
Drinking alcohol. Alcohol is linked to breast cancer. Compared with nondrinkers, women who drink one alcoholic drink a day have a 
very small increase in risk, and those who are moderate drinkers (2 to 3 drinks a day) have about a 20% higher risk. 
Hormone replacement therapy (HRT). Long-term use of estrogen and progesterone increases the risk of breast cancer. This risk 
seems to go away if you've stopped using them for 5 years or longer.  Article and picture courtesy of Web MD. 
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The Clones of Funks performs on Saturday, September 26. 2021 at 

the 31st Kunta Kinte Fest  on the City Dock in Annapolis, MD. The 

Event also celebrated the 100 birthday of Author, Alex Hailey-

stature Rt. Pictured with MJ, MB Publisher. Photos by Sean White 

and Marcus Jefferson. 
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News, Views & Commentary  

 CAN I SPEAK TO YOU? 
© Dee Freeman 2021 

 
Can I speak to you?  

Again?… You say 

Yes! Again and again and again… 
Maybe even every day 
 
I have an urgent need to speak…  
Please let me  
This is one of the rights I seek 
 
You question my need to conversate,  
Yet, I know compassionate words 
Carry a lot of weight 
 
I speak out for those who have no voice 
I speak to gain an elusive freedom of choice 
I speak to make you aware of our basic need 
I speak to have you see  
We too, deserve to be heard...Indeed 
 
This mindset to speak out… is so freeing  
Reaching the consciousness of humanity 
Is the ultimate change I am needing 
  
 
Changing attitudes to suppress my need to be 
heard…  
Only fuels my desire to speak  
Speaking Power and Energy into my every 
word 
 
So, I say to you… There’s a newness in the air 
Condemning bigotry…  
Condemning hate and even despair 

 
This cohesive wave of thoughts of hope for 
humanity 
Has boosted my longing for rolling billows of 
unity 
In this...a nation of so many possibilities, so 
much promise 
I beseech God and speak Destiny to this de-
sired wish 
 
You may not need to come along  
On our bumpy road of change,  
Yet, I feel the urgency to speak this truth  
Again, again, and again! 
 
So, listen up or shut me out…  
Though I tell you true  
Change IS coming...without a doubt! 
 
It will shower down like the blizzard 
Or enormous snowstorm 
Though it’s covering effect on us  
Will lift spirits...    Never causing harm 
 
This CHANGE will flow through minds  
And gush through the hearts of all,  
Blanketing those in its wake  
With this humbling reframe, that I’ll just call 
         Kindness         Unity        Togetherness 
Or maybe…  Just maybe…      LOVE!!! 
 
May I say something else? 
Speaking that change through myself! 
From deep within my core 
I love you and you...ALL the more!!!! 

 
 

A new era begins  

MSU College of Music celebrates ribbon cutting of new and finely-tuned facilities  

EAST LANSING, Mich. – The MSU College of Music officially realized a dream come true by cutting the ribbon on the Billman Music Pavilion—a state-of-the-art facility, purpose-built for music study, practice, and 
performance. On Friday, Oct. 1, the College celebrated the expansion and improvement of College facilities and included a music-filled open house.   

Crews completed much of the pavilion construction in the spring of 2020, but the pandemic caused delays in the celebration. The pavilion first opened to students and faculty in the fall of 2020 under COVID-19 
safety protocols. This fall was the first opportunity to celebrate with students, faculty, donors, and members of the MSU and surrounding community.  

“With the opening of the spectacular Billman Pavilion including renovated spaces in the Music Building, the College of Music students and faculty enter a new era which greatly enhances learning and collaboration 
as well as health and wellness,” said James Forger, dean of the College of Music. “The advanced recording, video, and technical capabilities open new curricular possibilities and ways to effectively communicate 
our considerable strengths far and wide. We are poised to rocket forward.”  

More than 600 people attended the ribbon cutting ceremony in front of the College of Music facilities at 333 W. Circle Drive on MSU’s campus. With opening music provided by the Spartan Jazz Quintet and the 
MSU Wind Symphony, the ceremonial part of the day included remarks from Forger, faculty, and student representatives, MSU Board of Trustees member Melanie Foster, MSU President Samuel Stanley Jr., M.D., 
and the named benefactor of the pavilion, Dr. James K. Billman, Jr.   

After years of planning, the College led a successful fundraising campaign. Billman, numerous more major donors, and many in the greater community—including over 80% of College of Music faculty and staff, 
understood the need and made generous gifts to support the construction of the student-focused facility. The $41.5 million project set a goal of $17.5 million privately raised dollars with the remainder provided 
by the University. The total raised from private donors topped $17.8 million.   
  
The Billman Music Pavilion consists of 37,000-square feet of new space with 8,500-square feet of renovated space. One of the most significant benefits of the Billman Music Pavilion is the 40% increase in overall 
facilities. Enhanced or new spaces include those for individual and group practice, chamber music, large ensembles, opera, jazz, student networking and gathering, streaming and recording, scholarly research and 
presentation, and live audience performance. In addition, the facility has 45 new practice rooms and multi-functional spaces that include four new rehearsal halls, two new performance spaces, and two large 
classrooms.    
The College of Music began incremental facility improvements with the renovations of Cook Recital Hall in 2013 and Fairchild Theatre in the MSU Auditorium in 2014. Each included dramatic acoustic and design 
updates. The same design and build teams from those projects joined forces with faculty-led committees to create a plan for the Billman Music Pavilion, and renovations started in June 2018.   
The enhanced facilities ensure a 21st-century learning environment for all music students while celebrating the history of the original 1939 building constructed through the Works Progress Administration. The 
physical transformation helps the College grow leading-edge programs, attract and retain talent, and strengthen the College’s position on national and world stages. The College boasts prominent programs in 
instrumental and vocal performance, jazz, conducting, music education, composition, music history, music theory, and studies in entrepreneurship and career readiness.  
The state-of-the-art facility attaches to the façade of the current Music Building and integrates with the classic exterior style of MSU’s north campus. The Lansing-based Christman Company served as construction 
manager. Bora Architects from Portland, Oregon, collaborated with faculty to ensure the design conformed to teaching and performance needs. TMP Architecture of Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, added their exper-
tise. Acousticians Kirkegaard Associates of Chicago, Illinois, brought advanced artistic and scientific understanding to deliver sound-sensitive construction based on floor thickness, shape and height of rooms, and 
materials and systems between walls.   

The overall result is a quiet, protected environment for interactive classwork, practicing, rehearsing, recording, and performing that aids students in preparing and building successful careers. Flexible, “right-sized,” 
and artistically and scientifically advanced, the new and renovated spaces are poised to meet the needs of nearly 70 full-time faculty, 600 full-time students working on music degrees, and about 2,000 additional 
students participating in ensembles and classes.  
“I have said and still believe that while our music students and faculty do great things using what they have, they deserve a better place to rehearse, to teach, and to study,” said Billman, a 1968 Natural Science 
and Honors College graduate of MSU and member of the College of Music National Leadership Council. “It is beyond words how happy I am to see this facility open and available for everyone. It is a beautiful 
space.”  
Private gifts play a vital role in our ability to maintain and enhance the quality of the programs we offer. Donations support student scholarships, fellowships, program endowments, instrument acquisitions, guest 
artists, outreach activities, operations, and many other crucial areas that make the College of Music an exemplary place of learning. If you are interested in making a gift, please contact the Development Office at 
(517) 353-9872. Article and picture courtesy of MSU Department of Music. 

Pictured above MSU’s College of Music state of the art facility Billman Music Pavilion  

POETREE-N-MOTION 
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    Celebration  

          Announcements  

  By Mr. Party, The Ambassador of Celebration   

Tribute :Mr. Terry E Tyler  

Oct.3,141-July 20,2017 

Creator of Mr. Party marketing concept August 1985 

C.A. column September 2006  

Birthdays in October 2021  

 Ms. Diana Gomez celebrates her birth on October 1st. 
Ms. Souci Chappell celebrates her 38th birthday on October 1st, saying “Happy birthday to me! 
Glad to make to my 38th birthday, because someone else did not.” 
Mr. Robert Lopez enjoys his 19th birthday on October 2nd, with family and friends. “Much Love” 
Dad 
Ms. Marcella Rosarro had celebrates her birth on October 2nd, with family and friends. 
Ms. Tracy Skinner celebrates her birthday on October 2nd, with family and friends. She says “I’m 
loving life, one day at a time” 
Ms. Jennifer Johnson celebrates her birthday on October 4th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Keanna Adams enjoys her 31st birthday on October 5th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Darrilyn Moore celebrates her 39th birthday on October 5th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Latrea Milton celebrated her 31st birthday on October 5, dancing with her girls. 
Rev. Dr. Kay ”Little Kay” Porter celebrates her 64rd birthday on October 6th , also a new Pastoral 
assignment , with Family and friends, sharing “new and old friendships”. 
Ms. Donna Haynie celebrates her birthday on October 6th. 
Mr. Preston White celebrates his birth with a barbecue party. 
Ms. Rhonda Christian celebrates her 41st birthday on October 6th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Katie Phraxayavong celebrates her birthday on October 8th, with Abby. 
Ms. Gloria Bermudez celebrated her “Fabulous 50th” birthday on October 8th, just chilling, loving 
life. 
Master Lavell Goins enjoys his 12th birthday on October 8th, with family and friends. “Happy Birth-
day to mommy's little handsome man. So glad to watch you grow and become independent!” 
Love mommy 
Ms. Phyllis Bartlett celebrates her birthday on October 9th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Jessica Malcolm celebrates her 50th birthday on October 9th. 
Ms. Enisa Nevaeh (Brown) Thomas, enjoying her 20th birthday on October 10th, after celebrating 
the birthday of her Mother, Donecia and Grandad, Luther, along with her’s by a trip to visit Fami-
ly . “We love each other forever!!!” 
Ms. Amy White celebrates her 51st birthday on October 10th, with family and friends. 
Mr. Lawrence Hodge celebrates his 58th birthday on October 11th. 
Mr. Kion Bates celebrates his 45th birthday on October 11th, with family and friends. “Thank you 
Mr. B” 
Mr. Jacob McKenney celebrates his birth on October 11th, with family and friends. “Much love” 
Mom 
Ms. Cheyanne Nichole Garvie enjoys her 19th birthday on October 12th, with family and friends. 
Aunt T.T. loves you, my beautiful big girl!!! 
Ms. Amanda Smith celebrates her 37th birthday on October 12th, with family and friends. “I am 
blessed to see another year with my family and friends!” 
Mr. Quincy Johnson celebrates his 65th birthday on October 12th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Michelle Johnson Beard celebrates her birthday on October 14th. 
Ms. Marilyn Plummer celebrates her birthday October 17th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Sarae Coddington celebrates her 38th birthday on October 17th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Kathy Fair celebrates her birthday on October 17th with family and friends. 
Ms. Geraldine Rush enjoys her 73nd birthday on October 17th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Tanisha Jefferson celebrates her 38th birthday on October 18th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Meredith Mertz enjoys her 35th birthday on October 18th, celebrating with family. She says, “I 
love Life, for it’s so amazing!” 
Ms. Kim Walker celebrates her 49th birthday on October 18th. 
Ms. Liza Leal celebrates her 52nd birthday on October 18th.  
Mr. Eugene Allen celebrates his 75th birthday on October 19th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Mya Douse enjoys her 25th birthday on October 19th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Corrin O. celebrates her birthday on October 20th with family and friends. 
Ms. Brooke Hening celebrates her birthday on October 21st. 
Mr. Eric Buckner celebrates his birthday on October 23rd.  
Mr. Steven Smith enjoys his birthday October 24th. “Thank you to all my family and friends!” 
Mr. Zechariah Turner celebrates his 13th birthday on October 24th. 
Mr. Eric McClinton celebrates his 22nd birthday on October 24th with family and friends. 
Ms. Tamese Vinsom celebrates her 44th birthday on October 25th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Alena Rush-Bowers will celebrate her birth on October 25th, with her grandparents, family 
and friends.  
Ms. Kelly Hampton celebrates her birthday on October 26th. 
Ms. Mollie Demond has the pleasure of celebrating her 65th birthday on October 26th. 
Ms. Melissa Robinson celebrates her 41st birthday on October 26th.  
Ms. Jonna David enjoys her 45th birthday on October 27th, with family and friends. 
Mr. Karlton “Fri” Gilmore enjoys his 51st birthday on October 27th.  
Ms. Renita McAbee celebrates her birthday on October 28th. 
Ms. Kelly Glynn will celebrate her 54th birthday on October 28th, with family and friends. 
Ms. Doris Redmond celebrates her 37th birthday on October 28th, she says; “Thank You, Jesus for 
one more year!” 
Ms. Angela Pruitt celebrates her birthday on October 28th - Happy 34th!     Ms. Lori Wright cele-
brates her 54th birthday on October 29th. 
Mr. Sovran Brown, Army Soldier, celebrates his 29th birthday on October 29th , with family, friends 
and new Baby Boy. Congratulations! 
 Thank You for Your Service!!!  
Sir Paris Leek enjoys his 18th birthday on October 30th, with family and friends.  
Mr. Robert Walter, who was born on October 30th, 1981, will be celebrating that event by hanging 
out with his family and friends. 
Ms. Sheka Green celebrates her birthday on October 31st. 
Ms. Whitney Stowell celebrates her 28th birthday on October 31st. “Happy Birthday Baby Girl!” 
Love Mom 
Ms. Maryann Smrek celebrated her birthday on October 31st. She said “I am truly grateful to God 
for giving me the best parents in the world: thank you, Mom for your unconditional love! Mar-
yann. 
Happy 61st to my mom, Simona Barber, I love you; wish you a happy birthday and many more to 
come. Love always, Souci Chappell 
*Anniversaries 
Mr. Ray and Mrs. Melody Kurtis, blissfully celebrated their wedding anniversary on September 
30th, loving life!!! 
Mr. Shawn and Mrs. Donel Martin, lovingly celebrated their 17th wedding anniversary on October 
2nd   
*Announcements 
 
Please let us know if you have any names to be removed… 

Mr. Party Website: www.mrpartycelebrationservice.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/mrparty1985 

    
Celebration Gram – A Class Act: Have your special message delivered by Mr. Party for that 

special someone or special occasion! Call 517-391-4849 or email: mrpar-
tycserv@aol.com 

Please send the information about you, your family or friends celebrating the Events of Life: 
Celebration Announcements 

Call 517-391-4849 or email: mrpartycserv@aol.com 
Please send the information about you, your family or friends celebrating the Events 
of Life: Celebration Announcements 

 

 
 

. 
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By: Ayanna D. Neal 

 
The 18 U.S.C. Section 924 (c) require one of several mandatory minimum penalties depending on the 

circumstances of the offense. Offenses under this section involve the use or carrying of a firearm during 

and involving a crime of violence or drug trafficking crime, or in the furtherance of those crimes. The 

charge under this section must run consecutive to other sentences imposed for other related offenses. 

The statute provides (18 U.S.C. § 924(c)(1)): • (A) Except to the extent that a greater minimum sentence 

is otherwise provided by this subsection or by any other provision of law, any person who, during and in 

relation to any crime of violence or drug trafficking crime (including a crime of violence or drug traffick-

ing crime that provides for an enhanced punishment if committed by the use of a deadly or dangerous 

weapon or device) for which the person may be prosecuted in a court of the United States, uses or car-

ries a firearm, or who, in furtherance of any such crime, possesses a firearm, shall, in addition to the 

punishment provided for such crime of violence or drug trafficking crime— (i) be sentenced to a term of 

imprisonment of not less than 5 years; (ii) if the firearm is brandished, be sentenced to a term of impris-

onment of not less than 7 years; and (iii) if the firearm is discharged, be sentenced to a term of impris-

onment of not less than 10 years. Brandishing a firearm means to show it to another person and dis-

charging a firearm means to fire or shoot the firearm. Crimes of violence typically charged in federal 

indictments include homicide, robbery, and assaults. According to the United States Sentencing Com-

mission, in fiscal year 2019 76,538 cases were reported to the U.S. Sentencing Commission. Of those 

cases, 3,142 cases were convictions under 18 U.S.C. Section 924 (c). 96.5% of the 924 (c) offenders were 

men. 52.6% were Black, 23.7% were Hispanic, 21.1% were White, and 2.6% were other races. Their av-

erage age was 33. All but one 924 (c) offender was sentenced to prison. The average sentence was 138 

months. 87.6% of 924 (c) offenders were convicted of another offense: 53.8% for drug trafficking, 27.1% 

for robbery, and 8.7% for another firearm offense. The average guideline minimum decreased from 203 

months to 185 months from fiscal year 2015 to fiscal year 2019. The number in which firearm offenders 

who have been convicted of an offense that carries a mandatory minimum, has remained stable. The 

number of offenders who have been convicted of such offenses that carry mandatory minimums has 

decreased significantly since 2010. The mandatory minimums, however, continue to affect Black offend-

ers more than any other race. Section 924(c) has survived several constitutional challenges. The manda-

tory minimums were added to Section 924 (c) as a floor amendment to the Gun Control Act of 1968. 

Public concern over violence related to drug trafficking led Congress to expand Section 924 (c) to try to 

reduce drug trafficking crimes. But as more offenders received life sentences many courts began to 

doubt the fairness of sentencing offenders to life sentences for multiple uses of a firearm during a single 

crime. Section 924 (c) is sometimes applied to nonviolent firearm owners. Firearms should not be in the 

hands of violent offenders but consecutive or “stacking” of sentences can create very lengthy or life 

offenses for firearm offenses that involve both nonviolent firearm owners and violent offenders. If you 

or a loved one has been indicted for federal firearm offenses under Section 924 (c) seek counsel of a 

criminal defense attorney who has experience in handling federal criminal cases. 

 *Disclaimer & legal information: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 

author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any agency, organization, em-

ployer, this newspaper or anyone else. This article is for informational purposes only not for the pur-

pose of providing medical or legal advice. 

  

 

 

 

 

Ayanna Neal 

 

THE REALS OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL MANDATORY MINIMUMS UNDER 18 U.S.C. SECTION 924 

 

Sports 

MSU PRESIDENT APPOINTS ALAN HALLER AS NEW ATHLETIC DIRECTOR  
EAST LANSING, Mich. – Michigan State University President Samuel L. Stanley Jr., M.D., has appointed Alan 
Haller, current MSU assistant vice president and deputy athletic director, as vice president and director of 
intercollegiate athletics. The announcement comes after the MSU Board of Trustees voted unanimously to 
approve the president’s selection during a special meeting. 
“Alan has been a leader in developing athlete administrators and broadening the depth and breadth of 
our diverse talent within MSU Athletics,” Stanley said. “His professional accomplishments, integrity and 
leadership make him the best choice to move our programs forward during a constantly evolving college 
athletics landscape. And his understanding and perspective as a former student-athlete will benefit Spar-
tan athletes for generations.” 
Former Athletic Director Bill Beekman announced in early August he was taking on a new role at MSU as 
vice president for strategic initiatives to assist with strategic planning implementation. A national search 
for a new athletic director began immediately, assisted by Collegiate Sports Associates. 
“Alan is a remarkable leader and an accomplished and well-rounded administrator who has been instru-
mental in setting up MSU Athletics for continued success,” said Dianne Byrum, chairperson of the MSU 
Board of Trustees. “Our nationwide search led us back home to a leader who is steadfastly committed to 
the success of our institution and its student-athletes. I have full confidence that Alan will continue to 
move MSU Athletics forward with a vision that focuses on student success, competitive excellence and 
integrity in all that we do.” 
A former MSU football player and member of the track and field team as well as a former cornerback in 
the NFL, Haller joined MSU Athletics in 2010, following a 13-year career with the MSU Department of Po-
lice and Public Safety. He is credited with being part of the successful efforts to recruit MSU’s all-time win-
ningest coach Mark Dantonio and current MSU Head Football Coach Mel Tucker. He also championed the 
addition of the department’s inaugural chief diversity officer, Ashley Baker. 
Haller has held several roles in MSU Athletics, including senior associate athletic director and chief of staff. 
Most recently, as deputy athletic director he was responsible for coordination of external relations, capital 
projects, athletics facilities and event management. He assisted with the department’s financial planning 
and management of the budget, led the facilities planning team and oversaw coordination and completion 
of a facility master plan while supervising all athletics construction projects. 
Haller has extensive experience working directly with teams as a sport administrator and currently serves 
as the sport administrator for football. He leads the senior staff/sport administrator group responsible for 
administration of all varsity sports and provides leadership, direction and supervision to sport supervisors, 
who are responsible for oversight of all sport programs. 
“Being a student-athlete at Michigan State was a transformational experience in my life. My time as a 
member of the Spartan football and track and field teams laid the groundwork for everything that’s fol-
lowed,” Haller said. “To this day, with every major decision and event, I rely on the principles that were 
forged as a student-athlete. It’s my job to make sure our current and future student-athletes experience 
the same transformation, reaching their highest potential both academically and athletically. The 
phrase ‘Spartan for Life’ signifies our commitment to our student-athletes does not end when they leave 
MSU.  
“Spartan athletics is filled with amazing student-athletes, talented coaches and dedicated staff. Together, 
we will work to ensure that MSU Athletics adds value to Michigan State University and the surrounding 
community. It’s our commitment as a university partner. This is an exciting time in our department’s histo-
ry, full of limitless possibilities. Only together can we realize those dreams.” 
Student success is a keen focus of the university, both in competition and in the classroom. An unwavering 
commitment to student-athlete success, combined with a mission to ensure MSU Athletics is representa-
tive of the student-athletes it serves, made Haller the ideal candidate for the position. 
“Alan Haller is intelligent, hardworking, a person of high integrity and a proven leader,” said Kevin Warren, 
Big Ten Conference commissioner. “Alan has made a positive impact in East Lansing since he arrived on 
campus as a student-athlete. Prior to his tenure as a professional football player, a member of law en-
forcement and as an administrator at MSU, Alan had a transformational experience as a Spartan student-
athlete. This experience and his dedication will empower Alan to serve the needs of all Spartan student-
athletes. We look forward to working closely with Alan as he leads MSU Athletics.” 
A four-year letterman as a cornerback under Coach George Perles from 1988-91, Haller earned All-Big Ten 
honors as both a junior and senior and made three postseason bowl appearances with the Spartans (1989 
Gator, 1989 Aloha and 1990 John Hancock). He was a fifth-round NFL draft pick in 1992 by the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and spent three seasons in the NFL, playing for Cleveland, Pittsburgh and Carolina. 
Haller holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from MSU and a master’s degree in human resources 
from Central Michigan University. 
He will be introduced to the Spartan community during a celebration at Breslin Student Events Center at 2 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 7. The event will be broadcast live on the Big Ten Network. 
 

Allan Haller 
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