
ARTICLE 2
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 2.01 Kinds of Districts

For the purpose of this ordinance, Tekonsha Township is hereby divided into the following districts:

Restricted Residential District, A- A, Section 3

Agricultural and Residential District, A-R, Section  4

Parks and Recreational District, P, Section 5

Commercial District, C, Section 6

Industrial District, I, Section 7

Sewer Treatment District, S, Section 7A (03/02/92)

Section 2.02
Provision for Official Zoning Map

These districts, so established, are bounded and defined as shown on the map entitled:

“Zoning Map of Tekonsha Township”

Adopted by the Township Board, and which, with all notations, references and other information appearing thereon, is hereby declared to be a part of this Ordinance and of the same force and effect as if the Districts shown thereon were fully set forth by metes and bounds therein.

Section 2.03
Changes to Official Zoning Map

If, in accordance with the procedures of this Ordinance and of Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended, a change is made in a zoning district boundary, such change shall be made by the Zoning Administrator promptly after the ordinance authorizing such change shall have been adopted and published by the Township Board.  No change of any other nature shall be made unless authorized by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Section 2.04
Authority of Official Zoning Map

Regardless of the existence of purported copies of the Official Zoning Map which may from time to time be made or published, the Official Zoning Map which shall be located in the office of the Township Clerk, shall be the final authority as to the current zoning status of any land, parcel, lot, district, use, building or structure in the Township.

Section 2.05
Replacement of Official Zoning Map

In the event that the Official Zoning Map becomes damaged, destroyed, lost or difficult to interpret because of the nature or number of changes made thereto, the Township Board may by ordinance adopt a new Official Zoning Map which shall supersede the prior Official Zoning Map.  The new Official Zoning Map may correct drafting or other errors or omissions on the prior Official Zoning Map, but no such correction shall have the effect of amending the Zoning Ordinance or the prior Official Zoning Map.  The new Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature of the Township Supervisor, attested by the Township Clerk, and bear the seal of the Township under the following words:

“This is to certify that this is the Official Zoning Map referred to in the Zoning Ordinance of 

 Tekonsha Township. Adopted on the __________________________ which replaces 

 and supersedes the Official Zoning Map which was adopted on July 16, 1965.”

Section 2.06
Interpretation of Zoning Districts

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of zoning districts as shown on the Official Zoning Map, the following rules for interpretation shall apply:

A. A boundary indicated as approximately following the centerline of a highway, street, alley, railroad or easement shall be construed as following such centerline.

B. A boundary indicated as approximately following a recorded lot line, bounding a parcel, section line, quarter section line, or other survey line shall be construed as following such line.

C. A boundary indicated as approximately following the corporate boundary line of a city, village or township shall be construed as following such line.

D. A boundary indicated, as following a shoreline shall be construed as following such shoreline, and in the event of change in a shoreline shall be construed as following the actual shoreline.

E. A boundary indicated as following the centerline of a stream, river, canal, lake or other body of water shall be construed as following such centerline.

F. A boundary indicated as parallel or an extension of a feature indicated in paragraphs “a” through “e” above shall be so construed.

G. The scale of the map shall determine a distance not specifically indicated on the Official Zoning Map.

Section 2.07
Application of Regulations

The regulations established by this Ordinance with respect to the use of land, types of buildings or structures or the use of buildings or structures within each zoning district are the minimum regulations necessary for the promotion and protection of the public health, safety, morals and general welfare of the Township and its residents and are uniform for each class of land or buildings, dwellings and structures and uses thereof throughout each district.  Except as hereinafter specifically provided:

A. No building, structure or land shall be used or occupied, and no building or structure or any part thereof shall be erected, moved, or altered unless in conformity with the regulations specified for the district in which it is located.

B. No building or structure shall be erected or altered in violation of the lot area, lot width, lot coverage, minimum floor area, front, side and rear yard, height, off-street parking, open space, interior living space, setback, greenbelt buffer, accessory building, lot-building relationship, water supply and sanitary sewerage facilities, street access, fences, walls and screens, swimming pools, signs, and other regulations of such building or structure as provided in this Ordinance for the district in which such building or structure is located.

C. No building or structure shall be erected or altered to accommodate or house a greater number of persons or families than is provided for by the regulations of this Ordinance for such building or structure for the district in which such building or structure is located.

a. The Board of Appeals shall have the power to classify a use of structure or building or land which is not specifically mentioned in this Ordinance along with a comparable permitted or prohibited use, structure or building for the purpose of regulating such unclassified use, structure or building in any district in which such is located or proposed to be located.

Section 2.07 Scope of Ordinance
Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance, no land or existing building or structure, and no new building or structure, or part thereof hereafter be located, erected or moved upon the premises other than in conformity with the provisions of this ordinance.

Section 2.08 Nonconforming Uses and Buildings
A. Extension of Uses. Extension of any nonconforming use throughout a building for the purpose of extending a non-conforming use, or the extension of any non-conforming use into or throughout a parcel of land not fully occupied by such non-conforming use may be granted by the Board of Appeals on written application filed with the Township Clerk.   Said Board may hold a public hearing upon such application. If it shall appear that the proposed extension shall not be in accord with any provision of Section 1.02, then such application shall be denied.

B. Discontinuance of Nonconforming Uses. If the non-conforming use of any parcel of land, building or structure is discontinued or abandoned through vacancy, lack or operations, or otherwise for a continuous period of one (1) or more years, then any further use of such land, building or structure shall conform to the provisions of this ordinance.

C. Change of Nonconforming Uses. The nonconforming use of any parcel of land, building or structure shall not be changed to any other nonconforming use, nor shall any use be reverted to the former nonconforming use after any nonconforming use of any parcel of land, building or structure is changed to a conforming use.

Section 2.09 Setbacks, Requirements
A. Location. Setback lines are hereby established on all public roads and highways which lines shall parallel with and fifty (50) feet from the highway right-of-way line. At intersection of highways setback lines shall be established across each sector of the intersecting highways, which lines shall be straight lines connecting points located seventy-five (75) feet from the intersections of the highway right-of-way lines.

B. Buildings and Structures Relative to Setback Lines. No building or structures shall hereafter be erected or moved into the space between setback lines and highway right-of-way lines, except open fences through which there shall be clear vision and signs advertising the sale of property of the farm products of the premises.

Section 2.10 Exemption of Accessory Farm Buildings and Structures
All accessory farm buildings and structures are exempted from the terms of this ordinance except specialized buildings.
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