15th Sunday Ordinary Time, Cycle. A. 2020.
One day a little girl was sitting and watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink. She suddenly noticed that her mother had several stands of white hair sticking out in contrast to her brunette head. She looked at her mother and inquisitively asked, “Why are some your hairs white, Mom?”  Her mother replied, “Well, every time that you do something wrong and make me cry or unhappy, one of my hairs turns white”? The little girl thought about this revelation for a while and then said, “Momma, how come all of grandma's hairs are white”? You have probably heard so many sermons or homilies or even messages from great leaders. Which ones have stuck with you? A kind of memorable compelling story or event or message?
Jesus was a master of “sticky messages”, parables like today's Gospel reading of the sower and the seed. They are simple images or descriptions from ordinary life but offer us a beautiful understanding of the reign of God, the Father's love. Jesus’ parables stick with us because they open our minds and invite us into the story, which if we have ears to hear, is endlessly deep. The mysteries of the Kingdom are unfolded only to those who open their hearts, making of them a rich soil in which the word can grow and bear fruit. When today’s Gospel opens, Jesus is sitting by the Lake of Galilee and getting relaxed. Suddenly out of nowhere appears a huge crowd. They were all hungry and thirsty for his Wisdom. So Jesus started to teach them about the kingdom of God in simple parables that everybody can understand. These parables reveal their secrets only to a careful listener and who has a genuine willingness to accept his teaching.
Let us look into a “sticky story”. Once there was an emperor in the Far East who wanted to choose his successor when he became old. Instead of choosing anyone of his assistants or one of his own children, he decided to do something different. He called all the young people of his kingdom together one day and told them that it is time for him to step down and have decided to choose one among them as the next emperor. He explained his strategy: “I am going to distribute to each one of you a special seed, and I want you to go home, plant the seed, water it and come back here one year from today with what you have grown from the seed. Then I will judge the plants that you bring to me, and the one I choose will be the next ruler of the Kingdom”!
A boy named Ling who was there that day, like the others received a seed. He went home and excitedly told his mother the whole story. She helped him get a pot and the planting soil and he planted the seed and watered it carefully every day. About three weeks, some of his friends began to talk about their seeds and the plants that were beginning to grow. But Ling kept going home checking the seed, but nothing ever grew. He concluded that he had killed his seed. Everyone else had trees and tall plants, but he had nothing. A year finally went by and all the youths of the kingdom brought their plants to the emperor for inspection. Ling told his mother he wasn’t going, but she encouraged him to go with his empty pot and to be honest about what happened.
When Ling arrived at the emperor's palace, he was amazed at the variety of plants grown by all the youths, the emperor greeted the young people; surveyed the room and said, “What great plants, trees and flowers you have grown”! All of a sudden, the emperor spotted Ling at the back of the room with his empty spot and he ordered his guards to bring him to the front. Ling was terrified thinking that he is a “failure”! Maybe he will have me killed”. The King asked his name: “My name is Ling”, he replied. All the kids were making fun of him.
The King looked at him, and then announced to the crowd. “Behold your new emperor! His name is Ling! The young man could not believe it. The emperor said, “One year ago, I gave everyone a seed and told you, to take the seed, plant it, water it and bring it back today”. But I gave you all boiled seeds, which wouldn’t grow. All of you except Ling brought me trees, plants and flowers. When you found that the seed wouldn’t grow you substituted another seed, and Ling was the only one with the courage and honesty to bring me a pot with my seed in it. Therefore he is the one who will be the next emperor”!
If we are the good soil, hearing the word of God will make us to live our lives in integrity. Even if nobody is looking, we should do what is right. God wants us to hear His word and put it into practice. God's word comes to us in many ways to bear fruit in our lives and when listen, it flourishes and produces a harvest of good works. The word of God shapes our discipleship and brings life to the world.
When you carry the Bible, the devil gets a headache. When you open it, he collapses. When he sees you reading it, he faints and when he sees that you are living what you read, he flees. Will it stick with us?
