11th Sunday Ordinary Time, Cycle. A, 2026.
We live in a world today where everybody is looking for somebody. Major corporations are looking for college graduates with remarkable skills. Hospitals are looking for medical students and scientists who have graduated at the top of their class. Financial institutions are looking for people with MBA’s and topnotch portfolios ready to take on Wall Street single-handedly. The Marines are looking for “The few and the proud”. The army is looking for those who are willing to “Be all that they can be”. The Navy is looking for those who want not just a job, but an “Adventure”. The Airforce is looking for those who want to “Aim High”. Everybody is looking for somebody!.
Today’s Gospel tells us that the Lord is looking for somebody, who is willing to give up everything and to help in the harvest of the lost, who is willing to labor for the Kingdom!
The readings for this Sunday reveal the Compassionate heart of God and His desire to gather people into His saving Mission. God does not merely bless His people; He calls them to partnership. Every baptized person is invited to become an instrument of healing, mercy and hope in the world.
The First Reading from the Book of Exodus, says, “ You shall be my special possession among all peoples”. God reminds the people of Israel that He carried them “on eagle's wings” and brought them safely to Himself. This is a beautiful image of divine care and protection. God now offers them a covenant relationship: they are to listen to His voice, keep His commandments and become “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”. This means being chosen by God is not about privilege alone, but about responsibility. Israel was chosen to reflect God's holiness to the nations.
Today, we Christians inherit the same vocation. We are called to live differently, witness to God's love and bring others closer to Him though our lives. God continues to carry His people through struggles, failures and uncertainties. Our response must be faithfulness and trust.
Look at the Psalm today: “We are His people, the sheep of His flock”. This is a beautiful hymn of gratitude and belonging, reminding us that God created us, sustains us and He shepherds us lovingly. Sheep survive only when guided by the shepherd. Likewise our spiritual lives flourish only when rooted in God.
 In the Second Reading today (Rom: 5:6-11), St. Paul presents one of the most powerful descriptions of God's unconditional love. Jesus did not wait for humanity to become perfect before offering salivation. Christ died for us in our weakness, in our brokenness and even in our sinfulness. This is the heart of the Gospel. Salvation is pure grace. Hence Paul calls for reconciliation with God. God's love comes first and His mercy is greater than our sins.
Coming to the Gospel today (Mt. 9: 36-10;8), Jesus says, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few”. Jesus’ compassion to the crowd who are troubled and abandoned, like a sheep without Shepherd” is not passive emotion, but becomes a mission. Hence He commissions the apostles to: heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons and proclaim the Kingdom of God. The disciples were ordinary people, yet he entrusts them with extraordinary work. Jesus makes us to understand that Christianity is not only prayer but mission.
Every Christian is a missionary. We are called to bring Christ's presence into family, workplaces, schools and society as well. The “Harvest” remains plentiful today: people seek meaning, young people seek direction, and families seek healing and many long for spiritual hope. God still needs laborers willing to serve with love and humility.
This Sunday challenges us to ask: Do I recognize God's call in my life?
Am I willing to serve others with compassion?
Do I bring healing and hope wherever I go?
The world does not perfect disciples. It needs willing disciples and God equips those He calls. The mission belongs to Christ, and He works through ordinary people who trusts Him.
