17th Sunday Ordinary Time, Cycle. B. 2021.

Bilquis Sheikh was born and brought up in a noble and very rich orthodox Muslim family in Pakistan. At 47 she became a Christian in a mysterious and dramatic way. In her book, “I Dared To Call Him Father”, she narrates one of her crucial experiences.

 “O, Father, my father….Father God”. Hesitantly, I spoke His name aloud. I tried different ways of speaking to Him, and then I found myself trusting that He was indeed hearing me, just as my earthly father has always done. My voice seemed unusually loud in the large bedroom and I knelt on the rug bedside my bed. But suddenly, that room wasn’t empty anymore. He was there! I could sense His presence I could feel His hand laid gently on my head. It was as if I could see His eyes, filled with love and compassion…”I am confused Father…I have to get one thing straight right away.
 I reached for the bedside table where I kept the Bible and the Koran side-by-side. I picked up both the books and lifted them one in each hand. “Which, Father, I said, which one is your Book”?. Then a remarkable thing happened. I heard a voice inside my being, a voice that spoke to me as clearly as if I were repeating words in my inner mind. They were fresh, full of kindness, yet at the same time full of authority:. “In which Book do you meet me as your Father”? I found myself answering: “In the Bible,”. - That’s all it took.

In The Bible God reveals Himself to us so that we may know Him, love Him, trust Him and we may entrust ourselves to Him. Last Sunday we heard the promise of the Lord: “I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing”. Today's Psalm states that, “The eyes of all creatures look to you and You give them food in due time”… These readings describe our God as a provident Father. For man's well-being, at all levels of his being, he must be secure. The world we live is a hostile world. The world beyond the grave is still more frightening. Alone in hostile circumstances here and hereafter, man feels greatly insecure. This insecurity in today’s readings is expressed in terms of hunger, lack of food, a basic physical need.

To the hungry man, Gandhi said, God comes in the form of bread. To the fearful and insecure man, God comes as a provident caring Father/ mother. The Bible says, describes and proves that God is our loving and provident Father/ mother. This is the radical solution to the radical insecurity of a fearful, rootless and mortal man.

The Gospel reading today presents Jesus as a compassionate person. God the Father had compassion on the people of Israel who were journeying in the desert on their way to the Promised Land, and gave them the “manna” to eat. Here we see Jesus Christ having compassion on the multitude who came from faraway places to listen to Him, multiply loaves of bread and feeding them. This miracle should surely convince us that Christ is interested in our daily needs too. Just as He was interested in those of His contemporaries on the Galilean seashore.

The people flocked to Him listen to the word which is eternal. Jesus rewarded them amply by supplying for both their physical and spiritual needs. All that Jesus expects of us is that we be disposed to listen to Him. The reward that He gives is always great. Very often people are found broken-hearted, discouraged and misunderstood by their dear ones. But they fail to realize that Jesus is there, ready to help them out in any type of situation. The humble go to Him, acknowledge their sinfulness and come back joyfully while the proud position themselves prominently, boast a lot and come out with the burden of one more sin and added to their account.

It is a beautiful realization we are far from being the people/persons we ought to be. Let us become humble to receive His blessings in our life.

