19th Sunday Ordinary Time, Cycle, C. 2022.
Once a certain king kept a fool in his palace to amuse him and his royal court. The king gave a staff to his fool and told him to keep it until he met a greater fool than himself, and if he met such a person, a greater fool than himself, he should give him the staff. A few years later the king fell, sick, his fool came to see him and asked the king “Where will you go”?. “On a long journey”, said the king. And when will you come again”, asked the fool, within a month?”. “No, said the king, “within a year?” asked the fool. “No, never, responded the king. “And what provisions have you made for your long journey”?, asked the fool. “None at all”. Replied the king. “You mean, you are dying, going away forever,” said the fool, and you have made no preparations before your departure?. No plans, nothing?. Here, take my staff. You are a greater fool than I am?”.
Jesus says, “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit”, meaning be ready for service. The Son of Man will come at an unexpected hour. Jesus is reminding us that we are accountable to Him. We know that accountability is an essential part of a functional society. Today we are suffering from a crisis of accountability. Everyone talks about it. Leaders want it. Employers demand it. What is accountability? Accountability is the guiding principle that defines how we make commitments to one another, how we measure and report our progress; how we interact when things go wrong, and how much ownership we take to get things done”. In fact, we are held accountable for the way live.
A man owned a little grocery store. It was the week before Christmas, when a tired looking woman came in and asked for enough food to make a Christmas dinner for her small family. The grocer asked her how much she could spend. “My husband did not come back; he was killed in the war and I have nothing to offer but a little prayer”, she answered. The store keeper not sentimental on religious things said, mockingly, “Write it on a paper, and I will weigh it”. To his surprise, the woman took a piece of paper from her pocket and handed it to the man saying, “I wrote it during the night while watching over my sick baby”.
The other customers in line were watching and had heard his remarks. He took the paper and placed the unread prayer on the weight side of his old fashioned scales. Then he began to pile food on the other side; but to his amazement, the scale would not go down. He became angry and finally said, “Well, that’s all the scale will hold”. Here is a bag, you will have to put it in yourself. I’m busy. With trembling hands the woman filled the bag and through moist eyes expressed her gratitude and departed.
Now that the store was empty of customers, the grocer examined the scales. Yes, they were broken just in time for God to answer the prayer of the woman. As years passed, the grocer often wondered about the incident. Why that woman came at just that time and had already written the prayer in such way as to confuse the grocer so that he did not examine the scales. The grocer grew older and never saw the woman again. Yet he remembered her more than any of his other customers. He came to treasure the slip of paper upon which the woman’s prayer had been written-simple words, but from a heart of faith, they said, “Please, Lord, give us this day our daily bread”.
The lady’s written prayer was a great act and testimony of faithfulness. She believed God would provide and He was true to her belief. She didn’t know exactly how God would do it. However, the unique circumstances of the story with the scales being broken, people in the store, and the frustration of the grocer all lead to God’s way of providing for this young mother at her dire need.
This was the kind of amazing faith of Abraham in the Old Testament. Abraham always looked beyond what could see. He did not murmur or question when his faith was tested, and he did as the Lord demanded from him all the time even when he was asked to sacrifice his only son Isaac. He lived in peace because he trusted in the Lord.
In the Second Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews says, faith is indeed, the assurances of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen. It is a call and a challenge to believe even if all evidence is to be contrary and things do not seem to go the way we want. It is a call and a challenge to persevere even we are tempted to give up because the road ahead is too steep and the going too difficult. It is a call and a challenge to keep our feet firmly in the present with a confident eye on the future and believe that the future is in God’s hands and we have nothing to fear. Just as God was faithful to his promises to his disciples, so God also will be faithful to us.
Today, Jesus is exhorting us to have a strong faith. If our faith is strong enough, nothing can shake us. No matter what is asked of us, we believe in the Lord who promised us the kingdom, and we respond from the deepest longing of our heart. We know He will be faithful, for He is the Lord. So let us be accountable and ready to welcome him, because the Son of man will come at an unexpected hour when we do not expect him.
