  Something to Think About…           


    
     Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time


             February 10, 2019

Dear Jesus,

Don’t you just hate those religious fanatics? As I see it, a little religion is good for everybody, but too much is bad for anybody, don’t you agree?
 Cool It
Dear Cool It,

“The  Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, n finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45)                                      
Jesus
**Letters to Jesus (Answered) by Peter Kreeft 
_______________________________________________________________________________
MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MONDAY: (2/11) Gen. 1:1-19; Psalm 104; Mark 6:53-56
TUESDAY: (2/12) Gen. 1:20-2:4; Psalm 8; Mark 7:1-13
WEDNESDAY: (2/13) Gen. 2:4-9, 15-17; Psalm 104; Mark 7:14-23
THURSDAY: (2/14) Acts 13:46-49; Psalm 117; Luke 10:1-9
FRIDAY: (2/15) Gen. 3:1-8; Psalm 12; Mark 7:31-37
SATURDAY: (2/16) Gen. 3:9-24; Psalm 90; Mark 8:1-10
SUNDAY: (2/17): Jer. 17:5-8; Psalm 1; I Corin. 15:12, 16-20; Luke 6:17, 20-26
"In her voyage across the ocean of this world, the Church is like a great ship being pounded by the waves of life's different stresses. Our duty is not to abandon ship but to keep her on her course."– St. Bonaventure
**THE CRY ROOM IS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT. 
**THE CHURCH IS OPEN FROM 9 – 1 ON MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS FOR ANYONE WHO WISHES TO SPEND TIME IN PRAYER!!
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     Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 138; I Corin. 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11
   Simon Peter, the fisherman, is the first to be called personally by Jesus in Luke’s Gospel.

His calling resembles Isaiah’s commissioning in the First Reading: Confronted with the holiness of the Lord, both Peter and Isaiah are overwhelmed by a sense of their own sinfulness and inadequacy. Yet each experiences the Lord’s forgiveness and is sent to preach the good news of His mercy to the world.

   No one is “fit to be called an apostle,” Paul recognizes in today’s Epistle. But by “the grace of God,” even a persecutor of the Church—as Paul once was—can be lifted up for the Lord’s service. In the Old Testament, humanity was unfit for the divine—no man could stand in God’s presence and live. But in Jesus, we’re made able to speak with Him face-to-face, to taste His Word on our tongue. Today’s scene from Isaiah is recalled in every Mass. Before reading the Gospel, the priest silently asks God to cleanse his lips that he might worthily proclaim His Word.

   God’s Word comes to us as it came to Peter, Paul, Isaiah, and today’s Psalmist—as a personal call to leave everything and follow Him, to surrender our weaknesses in order to be filled with His strength. Simon put out into deep waters even though, as a professional fisherman, he knew it would be foolhardy to expect to catch anything. In humbling himself before the Lord’s command, he was exalted—his nets filled to overflowing; later, as Paul tells us, he will become the first to see the risen Lord. Jesus has made us worthy to receive Him in the company of angels in God’s holy Temple. On our knees like Peter, with the humility of David in today’s Psalm, we thank Him with all our hearts and join in the unending hymn that Isaiah heard around God’s altar: “Holy, holy, holy . . .”

 





(by Scott Hahn, PhD)



