5th Sunday of the Year, Cycle. C. 2019.
In today’s Readings, we see three men who did great things for God- Isaiah, Paul and Peter. None of them felt competent for the work entrusted to them. They felt totally unworthy of the great call. When called by God, Isaiah lamented: “What a wretched state I am in! I am lost, for I am man of unclean lips”. Paul said: “I am the least of the Apostles; In fact, since I persecuted the Church of God, I hardly deserve the name “Apostle”. And, Peter after the miraculous catch of fish, declared: “Leave me Lord, I am a sinful man”.Each of them began by acknowledging his unworthiness, inadequacy and sinfulness, but ended up accepting God’s invitation. And, later on relying not on their resources, but on God’s help, they did a splendid job.
What an ideal way to start the Lords’ work. Normally people who start out hoping to do great things for God through their own gifts and strengths often end up doing more harm than good. They seek their own glory, rely on their own resources, and look for success at any cost. Their spiritual edifice, built on human pride, self-sufficiency and elf-righteousness, crumbles like sand castles. But look at the life of Paul to see a great paradox. Paul said, “When I am weak, that is when I am strong” (II Cor: 12:10) When Paul recognized his weakness, he realized the need to turn to Christ, who assured him” “My grace is sufficient for you”.

God’s purpose and plan for each one of us is unique and mysterious. When God entrusts us with a mission, we experience a sense of personal inadequacy. It can’ be helped. But it should not cripple us, for no one is quite adequate for the mission of God has for him. When God calls, it is wise that we respond and surrender. He will do the best.
The life and vocation of Charles de Foucauld is extraordinary from conception to consummation. When he was just at the age of six he lost both the parents and was brought up by his relatives. By the age of 17 as in the case of many teen-agers, he was in his own world luxurious paradise, leading a life of licentiousness and disorder- as he himself says, “All egotism, vanity, impiety and evil doing”. Expelled from school, he joined the military academy. He then inherited a large fortune and this made him worse- a veritable prodigal arranging every night parties and celebrations for many of his friends in fashionable hotels. He barely scraped through the academy. There followed an indifferent military career, more romance and the exploration of Morocco. But God entered into is life in 1886 and from then on Charles was different.

He went to Holy Land and became an exemplary Trappist monk. Eventually he left the monastery and for three years lived at Nazareth doing strange jobs for the poor clares. At the insistence of his friends he studied theology and was ordained as a priest in 1900. He built his hermitage at Beni Abbes in Algeria. His aim was, “I want everyone here, Christians Muslims, Jews, pagans, to look on me as a brother, a universal brother”. From morning till evening, soldiers, slaves, travelers and peasants visited him.On I December 1916, there was a knock at his door. He was seized, bound and later shot dead. That was the vocation of Charles. He was a missionary of the desert and converted none. He founded a religious congregation- but when he died, none was there to take up his work. His death hardly raise a ripple. Yet today five religious congregations consider him as their founder and carry on his work.
 This is a great paradox, and we must understand Jesus Christ is the greatest paradox in history. When we experience our own weakness, God can strengthen us.  When we experience our own emptiness, God can fill us. When we experience our own poverty, God can enrich us. Then we become available to Him to do His work and to become channels of His riches to others. Conscious at all times of our own need of salvation, we rely totally on God’s grace and become instruments to our brothers and sisters. What an encouraging invitation to all who hear todays’ readings! God can choose the not- so good people to be the messengers of His words, something God does throughout all of history. This gives great comfort to any of us who try to be ministers and speakers of God’s word. What God wants is a faithful person, so that God can enable him or her for the mission. Instead of firing people, God transforms and commissions them. It happens every Sunday in this Church. That’s’ why we come to this place.
