

    
                    Third Sunday of Lent
                 March 23, 2025

ADULTS: Bible study begins today after Mass. Meal provided.
Mon., Wed., Fri. from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM the Church is open for quiet reflection with Jesus.  Mass: Sunday at 11:00 AM, and Wednesday at 11 AM 
SUNDAY: (3/23) Exodus 17:3-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-42
MONDAY: (3/24) II Kings 5:1-15; Psalm 42; Luke 4:24-30
TUESDAY: (3/25) Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 40; Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38
WEDNESDAY: (3/26) Deut. 4:1-9; Psalm 147; Matt. 5:17-19
THURSDAY: (3/27) Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 95; Luke 11:14-23
FRIDAY: (3/28) Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81; Mark 12:28-34
SATURDAY: (3/29) Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51; Luke 18:9-14
SUNDAY: (3/30) I Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
March: Month of St. Joseph
The Church encourages us to be devoted to Joseph because he was a model in the heroic practice of all the virtues. The example of virtuous living that he gave in the exact fulfillment of the duties of his state of life is worthy of our reflection. Read the gospel and you will see his faith, hope and charity practiced under trying circumstances. He was prudent in caring for his wife and the child; he showed great leadership in protecting them and assisting them. He was religious in every sense, with that delicacy and sincerity of conscience that is proper to the saints of God. He was just in his dealings with God and man. He was conspicuous for his fortitude and courage. He was truly outstanding in the practice of virginal chastity. More: he protected and defended Mary's virtue in the time of courtship and all during their life together. They had made a promise of chastity, and because they were resolved to live it for God they were blessed above all others. While Mary inspired him to practice this virtue perfectly, he, as a real man, understood the profound meaning of her inspiration and how it came from a heart that was steeped in the love of God. Time and again the Church has made it clear that Joseph is not a saint for only a certain number of souls, but that he can help all men. As such, he is the patron for the Catholic Church.                                
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                                  Please pray for the protection of ALL human life

                                       from the moment of conception 
                                               to natural death!!
                                  Immaculate Conception Parish
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Father George Panthananickal, CMI       
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(931) 433-6525
1900 Huntsville Hwy.

Fayetteville, TN 37334                                           Deacon Mike Hume: (931) 638-9700    
     Exodus 17:3-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-42
The Israelites’ hearts were hardened by their hardships in the desert. Though they saw His mighty deeds, in their thirst they grumble and put God to the test in today’s First Reading—a crisis point recalled also in today’s Psalm. Jesus is thirsty, too in today’s Gospel. He thirsts for souls. He longs to give the Samaritan woman the living waters that well up to eternal life. These waters couldn’t be drawn from the well of Jacob, father of the Israelites and the Samaritans. But Jesus was something greater than Jacob. The Samaritans were Israelites who escaped exile when Assyria conquered the Northern Kingdom eight centuries before Christ. They were despised for intermarrying with non-Israelites and worshipping at Mount Gerazim, not Jerusalem. But Jesus tells the woman that the “hour” of true worship is coming, when all will worship God in Spirit and truth. Jesus’ “hour” is the “appointed time” that Paul speaks of in today’s Epistle. It is the hour when the Rock of our salvation was struck on the Cross. Struck by the soldier’s lance, living waters flowed out from our Rock. These waters are the Holy Spirit, the gift of God. By the living waters the ancient enmities of Samaritans and Jews have been washed away, the dividing wall between Israel and the nations is broken down. Since His hour, all may drink of the Spirit in Baptism. In the Eucharist, the Lord now is in our midst—as He was at the Rock of Horeb and at the well of Jacob. In the “today” of our Liturgy, He calls us to believe: “I am He,” come to pour out the love of God into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. How can we continue to worship as if we don’t understand? How can our hearts remain hardened?          
                                                                 (by Scott Hahn, PhD)

