Advent 2 Cycle. B. 2023.
When Pope Urban 1V wished to have a Mass and Divine Office for the Feast of Corpus Christi which he established in 1264, he commissioned two friars to prepare them and bring their compositions to him. Thus the two dignitaries invited were St. Bonaventure, a Franciscan, and St. Thomas, a Dominican.  The Pope first requested the Dominican to read the liturgical text he had prepared. While he was doing so, St. Bonaventure stood silently, his hands folded beneath his scapular, in quiet attention. When his term came to read, he drew out his hands from their cover and scattered on the floor the fragments into which he had torn his manuscript while listening to the sublime liturgical prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas.
St. Bonaventure’s action gives us an example of humility. Humility is the solid foundation of all virtues. We must learn that humility and love are inseparable. The less of self, the more there is Christ in our soul. The more of Christ, the less do we exalt ourselves or seek our own glory.
 The Prophets Isaiah and the John the Baptist said it poetically: Mountains and hills, they said, were to be levelled, rough ways flattened and straightened out. Mountains, with their soaring heights, symbolize pride. The ways into human hearts choked with egotism should be cleared and opened before God and can lead His people to salvation.
As we continue our journey through the season of Advent and light the second candle of our wreath, today's Gospel focuses our attention on John the Baptist, the one who prepared the way for Jesus. John the Baptist is the last prophet before the coming of Christ, and he is the first to recognize Jesus once he came and he fulfills Prophet Isaiah’s prophesy that “voice crying in the desert- prepare the way of the Lord”. The real cure for the ills of his society was proclaimed by John the Baptist: “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins”. The origin of non-violence was not Jerusalem, the center of government and religion; no, it was at the river Jordan, near Jericho.
John the Baptist lived in wilderness. His clothing of camel's hair was traditional garb for prophets, and his diet of locusts and wild honey perhaps reflected either Jewish purity laws or a kind of communal asceticism. Yet, he knew well the miserable situation of his contemporaries. He knew how much they suffered in a world without uprightness, honesty and integrity. It seemed really a hopeless situation. Into such a world John came, powerfully proclaiming the dangers of sin, the impending disaster if they did not repent.
People listened to his words attentively. He was drawing large crowds to the Jordan riverbank. Some likely came out of desire, believing he would lead them to the Messiah, others perhaps came out of curiosity. He spoke like no one else, and called them for conversion speaking with conviction. They trembled and felt the need to mend their ways. Yet we must not forget that John was essentially the harbinger of good news. John preached hope to those who were discouraged. He told them that they did not have to remain enslaved by negative circumstances, but could overcome them by discovering the hidden power within them to prepare the way to welcome the Savior.
John's preparation of the way for Christ is a model for us, especially in this Advent Season. He challenges us to consider whether we lead others to Jesus or whether our actions are motivated by a need for attention and affirmation. Is our lived faith attractive to those who have none? In this world of ours, John’s message gives us great hope, because he points out that it is possible for us to build a new humanity by preparing ourselves to accept Jesus, God's gift of love. He is our hope.
