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There is a thought-provoking story about a man who set out from his family and village with a single purpose: he wanted his inner eyes to be opened and to have an intense personal experience of God. To realize his goal he became a pilgrim and sojourned in many lands. He accepted the discipleship of various masters and acquired proficiency in several branches of learning. But he did not succeed in attaining his long-cherished goal.
After many years of futile seeking, one evening he came to a lonely mountainside. He looked around for a safe spot to spend the night. Spotting a cave, he proceeded to move in that direction. In the cave he encountered a sage who was leading a solitary life. Through the power of his inner eyes the sage understood all about the visitor. 
After paying homage to the sage, the pilgrim began to narrate his sad story. The sage, however, paid him no attention but told him to light the lamp at the entrance of the cave. He tried to light the lamp, but was unsuccessful. Repeated attempts proved futile. The sage advised, “Make sure there is oil in the lamp”. He examined the lamp carefully. To his great surprise he discovered that instead of oil the lamp contained only water. “Pour out the water and fill the lamp with oil and light it again”, said the sage. 
The pilgrim willingly obeyed, but the result was the same. He gazed at the sage questioningly. “Water must have soaked through the wick. Squeeze out the water and try to light the lamp gain”, said the sage. To his great relief the pilgrim succeeded in lighting the lamp this time. Again he began to continue with his story. The sage interrupted, saying, “I have already given you the advice you were looking for, now you may go”. But the pilgrim pleaded: I did not understand anything. Please enlighten me”.
 The sage explained, “Your heart is like a lamp. It is filled with the water of evil desires. Throw that water out and purify your heart. Fill your heart with the oil of devotion and the love of God. Then light will shine. Your inner eyes will be opened and you will have the intense personal experience of God that you seek”.
It is the duty laid on all the followers of Christ to fill their heart with the oil of devotion to God, love for neighbor and noble virtues. Then their hearts will burn brightly as they pray “Maranatha, come Lord Jesus”. Today we are also reminded of the plain truth that our God is always with us. He directs the history and destiny of humanity. People have time and again rejected God. A look at ourselves will reveal that we continue to offend Him. But throughout history God renews His promise to finally restore man. He sends his prophets to bring back the erring sheep.
Today’s Readings reveal God’s everlasting love for us. All three Readings contain God’s promise to meet us in the new Kingdom and an appeal for repentance and reformation on our part. In the First Reading, God promises to restore the glory of Israel. But there should be a change on the part of the people before entering the glorious new era. The same appeal is renewed by St. Paul asking ten Christians to be ready for the day of the Lord. Paul gives a list of items needed: love, knowledge, discernment, holiness and righteousness.
The Gospel speaks of the final preparation for the Messiah's arrival. John the Baptist is entrusted with this great task. He calls for an immediate reformation: all irregularities (hills and valleys) must be straightened and leveled before the Lord’s coming.
The Lord has already come and our objective redemption has been realized. But the personal appropriation of this objective redemption by each one of us is being accomplished today and will continue till the glorious coming of Christ. Sin keeps us away from this path to glorification. Therefore, to arrive at our true destination, we need to repent and resolve to avoid sin. Thus, a virtuous life can lead to a glorious future.
What kind of a world do we think we live in? Scary? Uncertain? Messed up? Greedy? Lawless? Cruel? Immoral? Though we all disagree with the state of the world today, as thoughtful people like you and me why can’t we hope for a better world tomorrow trusting in the Lord? Then, the as Scripture says, “the wolf shall be the guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the young lion shall browse together and the baby shall play with the cobra”.
Here comes the real temptation: to see Advent and Christmas as some sort of warm and cute time. For realizing this, the Church presents today, the intoxicating message of John the Baptist inviting us for a life-changing and world-changing scenario infused with a transforming kind of life. This kind of love makes friends out of enemies, hope out of despair, and life out of death.
But this is not possible without faith, without God’s help and without our help. Advent and Christmas show us that creation is no longer a kind of an obstacle to God’s grace, but a channel of it. Jesus broke into this world to transform it, to sanctify it and to save it. So dear friends, the world “out there” doesn’t need to be better. But I need to be better, we need to be better. That’s the good fruit John speaks of. That’s why a better world is possible---because the Jesus who comes to us will make each of us a better person—if we let him.
