MASS:  Sunday & Wed. 11:00 AM
                                              CONFESSION: Before/after Mass or by appointment                         RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  Sundays from 9:30-10:30

              Monday 9:00 AM    
                                                         ROSARY:  Sunday 10:30 AM 


                                                                        Adults –None

APRIL 18 11:00 AM
Lectors: Lola Whitaker & Felicia Gvozdas
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
None
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Jennifer Duncan/Choir
Acolytes: None
Ushers: James Venus & David Bossert
Gifts:  None
Collection counters: M. Manning & S. Trimble
MON. 4/19 – Regina Trujillo (Whitaker Family
WED. 4/21 – Regina Trujillo (Whitaker Family)
APRIL 25 11:00 AM
Lectors: Conrade Pfeiffer & Justin Gvozdas
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
None
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Jennifer Duncan/Choir
Acolytes: None
Ushers: Mark Ventura & Stanley Trimble
Gifts:  None
Collection counters: K. Grindrod & Jay Beam
Finance Report: Sunday collection 4/11/2021:
Regular - $1435, Easter flowers - $20
Mass stipends: ($5/Mass) CASH only 
2020 Catholic Faith Appeal envelopes are located in the foyer.
**PLEASE remember Immaculate Conception in your will, trust, and/or estate planning!!
What Does It Mean to Be Made in God’s Image and Likeness?
The imagination, like the soul of which it is a part, must die to itself so that it may be resurrected in Christ.
“And he said: Let us make man to our image and likeness. …. And God created man to his own image: to the image of God he created him: male and female he created them.” —Genesis 1:26-27
What does it mean to be made in God’s image and likeness? In what way does the image of God in us make us different from the rest of his creation? And what connection is there between this image and the imagination? 

We can say, in one sense, that all of God’s creatures are made in God’s image because they are all the fruits of his creative mind. He thought them or worded them into being. He is, therefore, the All-Father, and all of his creatures are his children. This is why St. Francis can speak of Brother Sun and Sister Moon, of Brothers Wind and Air, Sister Water, and Brother Fire. We share a kinship with all of creation because all of creation has the same Father.

There is, however, as the Book of Genesis makes clear, a way that Man is created in God’s image and likeness which differentiates him from the rest of God’s creatures. If, however, there is something unique about man, something about God’s image and likeness in man that is not found in the other creatures, we would do well to know what this is. What is it about us that makes us different from the rest of God’s creatures? In what ways are we like God? What makes us Godlike? 
The answer is to be found in the way in which we share in the triune splendor of the Good, the True and the Beautiful. 
Whereas all things are good insofar as they are made by God, there is a deeper goodness, known as virtue, which requires a freedom from instinct, a freedom of the will to choose freely to do the good. An oak tree is good, as a work of divine art, but it is what it is. It can only be what an oak tree is and can only do what an oak tree is programmed or designed to do. It can do nothing else. It will do nothing else because it has no will with which to do it! 

Man, on the other hand, has a freedom to choose to be more fully whom he is meant to be, which is Godlike, or he can choose to refuse. To be more fully like God is to be good as God is good, to be true as God is true, and to be beautiful as God is beautiful. To become good as God is good is to love more fully, choosing freely to set aside ourselves in sacrificial service of the other; to become true as God is true is to reason more clearly, seeking to know reality in conformity to the way that God knows it; to be beautiful as God is beautiful is to see the beauty of God’s image and presence in his creation and to seek to become creators ourselves, making beautiful things as God makes beautiful things. 

If our making of beautiful things shows the image in us of the Maker of all beautiful things, we can see that the imagination is itself a shining forth of God’s image in us (image-ination). Man is not just made — he is made to be a maker. He is, however, free to choose to use his imagination virtuously, using the gift in conformity to the will of the Gift-Giver, or he can choose to take the gift and use it for his own prideful purposes, casting the priceless pearls of the imagination into the gutter. 
The gift of the imagination is no different from the other gifts of God’s image in us. We are free to use them or abuse them. We can be good as God is good, or we can refuse, choosing evil; we can be true as God is true, or we can choose falsehood; we can bring forth the beautiful fruits of the imagination as God brings forth from his own Divine Imagination all that is good, or we can choose the ugliness of les fleurs du mal, the sickly blooms of an imagination poisoned by pride. The imagination, like the soul of which it is a part, must be baptized. It must die to itself so that it may be resurrected in Christ. It is this baptized imagination which has brought forth the cornucopia of Great Books which are the beautiful blossoms on the tree of Christendom. Joseph Pearce, NCR
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