Welcome Home to Immaculate Conception Catholic Church: All are Welcome

JULY 12 11:00 AM
Mass intention: Jennie Barnickle (Whitaker Family)
Lectors: Jay Beam & Lola Whitaker
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
None
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Jennifer Duncan/Choir
Acolytes: None
Ushers: James Savoy & Justin Gvozdas
Gifts:  None
Collection counters:  M. Manning & S. Trimble
WED.  JULY 15 11:00 AM
Mass intention: Carmen Montgomery (Beam Family)
JULY 19 11:00 AM
Mass intention: Tay Moon (Beam Family)
Lectors: Felicia Gvozdas & Kathy Grindrod
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
None
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Jennifer Duncan/Choir
Acolytes: None
Ushers: James Venus & David Bossert
Gifts:  None
Collection counters:  Jay Beam & Stanley Trimble
Prayer Intentions   



Please pray for: Tony/Penny Wielicki, Terri, all services (military, EMT’s police, firemen) & their families, Helen Gutierrez, Elizabeth Sarasty, Jimmy Bell,  Don Lewonczyk, Denny Stack, Mike Rekasis, Father George, Reggie Picard, Judy Routhier and all the sick of our parish.
PLEASE remember Immaculate

Conception in your will, trust and/or
estate planning!!
Mark Your Calendars:
**Catholic Women’s Conference has moved to August 22 at St. Philips – Franklin.
Finance Report: Sunday Collection 7 /5/2020: Regular - $2242, Bldg. fund - $495. 
Mass stipends: Please place ($5/Mass) CASH only in the envelope provided.
2020 Catholic Faith Appeal envelopes are located in the foyer.
    Confess My Sins to a Priest? Why Can't I Just Talk to God?
Our Lord gave the power to forgive sins to the Apostles, who in turn passed it along to their successors, the bishops and priests.
Kathy Schiffer National Catholic Register
If you’re Catholic, you’ve heard this before, right? Your Protestant friend says, “Why should I confess my sins to a priest?” Chances are he’s going to offer one of two arguments:

· I have a personal relationship with Jesus. I can talk to God directly.

· Jesus is the only mediator between God and man.
Well, that’s easy! Your first counter-argument can be an explanation: We’re simply doing what Jesus told us to do.

Catholics don’t just confess their sins to a priest. The priest is an “alter Christus”; that is, he stands in for Christ. When a Catholic confesses his sins in the presence of a priest, it’s Christ he’s talking to through the priest, and Christ who is offering forgiveness.
Why would I believe such a thing? The Bible tells me so! 
In Matthew 16:18-19, Jesus gives the power to forgive sins to Peter and to his successors. “And so I say to you,” says Christ,
“…you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

Of course, even if Jesus said something only once, we are obligated to believe it. In this case, though, he chose to really emphasize the importance of the teaching. Again in Matthew 18:18, the Savior says:
“Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”
Still not convinced? Read His words in John 20:21-22 with an open mind, and see if you can come up with another explanation. Jesus said:
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”
As he walked along the roads near Jerusalem, teaching the people, Christ forgave sins. But he was leaving: He would soon suffer death on the cross, would rise and would return to heaven at the Ascension. How would his followers know that they were forgiven, when they couldn’t hear those words from Christ in person?
Christ promised to be with his Church until the end of time; but he wouldn’t be here on earth physically and visibly. He delegated the power to forgive sins to other men, the Apostles who would lead his Church, so that future generations could feel confident that they were forgiven. He gave the power to forgive sins to the Apostles, who in turn passed it along to their successors, the bishops and priests.

So plan this week, to take advantage of this sacrament of healing, this great gift which Christ left for you.
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Parish Address:
 100 Chapel Road  Pulaski, TN  38478

(931) 363-5776 
Website: www.ICCPulaskiTN.com
E-mail: iccpulaski@energize.net

