MASS:  Sunday & Wed. 11:00 AM
                                              CONFESSION: Before/after Mass or by appointment                         RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  Children: CCD - Sundays from 9:30-10:30.

              Monday 9:00 AM    
                                                         ROSARY:  Sunday 10:30 AM 


                                                               Adults – Bible Study April 2 after Mass. 

MARCH 26 11:00 AM
Mass intention: +Joseph Ventura (Savoy family)
Lectors: David Bossert & Kathy Grindrod
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
None
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Choir
Acolytes: Logan Zarraga & Mason Zarraga
Ushers: Stanley Trimble & James Venus
Gifts: Zarraga Family
Collection counters: M. Manning & K. Grindrod
Key: + = repose of soul, * = health 
MON. 3/27–+ Joseph Ventura  (Savoy family)
WED. 3/29–+ Alan Comstock (Beam family)
APRIL 2 11:00 AM
Mass intention: +Joseph Ventura (Beam family)
Lectors: C. Pfeiffer, M. Manning & J. Beam
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
Jay Beam & Iris Stacey
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Choir
Acolytes: Logan Zarraga & Mason Zarraga
Ushers: Stanley Trimble & Mark Ventura
Gifts: Michael Mulheran Family
Collection counters: M. Rekasis & Jay Beam
Finance Report: Sunday collection 3/19/2023:
Regular - $1665,  

Mass stipends: ($5/Mass) CASH only 
2023 Catholic Faith Appeal envelopes are located in the foyer.
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Prayer Intentions
Please pray for: all services (military, EMT’s police, firemen) & their families, Elizabeth Sarasty, Jimmy Bell, Jose Sanchez, Martha DeArma, Penny Wielicki, Christy Hued, Judy Routhier, Isabella Berry, Tom Dugger, Jeanette Sheets, Joyce McCurry, Tom Bronner, Beverly Nogue, Grisette Lima, Sherry Sumners, John Bridges, Tyler Kinchen, Lovey Savoy, Becky Drone, Diana Cano, Carla Manning, the victims in Turkey & Syria, Ukraine and surrounding nations and all those affected by war in the world.
 How Lent is our own “Exodus” in the desert: Lent is a time when we are most like the People of Israel in the book of Exodus.
The season of Lent has many similarities to the events recorded in the book of Exodus. The People of Israel were freed from their slavery to the Egyptians, but were then subjected to numerous temptations and trials for 40 years in the desert.
They were repeatedly tempted to look back towards Egypt, desiring the comforts they had, despite their oppression.

Pope Benedict XVI recalled these events during an Angelus message in 2006, pointing to how they were able to overcome the temptations they experienced:
During that long journey, the Jews experienced the full force and persistence of the tempter, who urged them to lose trust in the Lord and to turn back; but at the same time, thanks to Moses’ mediation, they learned to listen to God’s voice calling them to become his holy People.
All of us will experience similar temptations during Lent, looking back over our shoulder at the life we once led.

However, the key is to trust in God and embrace the life of freedom that he offers to us, as Benedict XVI explains: 
In meditating on this biblical passage, we understand that to live life to the full in freedom we must overcome the test that this freedom entails, that is, temptation. Only if he is freed from the slavery of falsehood and sin can the human person, through the obedience of faith that opens him to the truth, find the full meaning of his life and attain peace, love and joy.
Whatever temptations we may experience in Lent and beyond, may we keep our eyes on Christ and continue forward to the Promised Land of Eternal Life that awaits us at the end of our lives.-Philip Kosloski

How God’s mercy can overcome our immature faith:The parable of the Prodigal Son highlights two types of immature faith that God's mercy can overcome.
The parable of the Prodigal Son has many different lessons we can learn, though it can be tempting to think the parable is meant for other people and not us.
However, Jesus gave this example so that we would examine our own lives, to see if our faith is more like that of the “lost” son or the son who stayed at home.

Both sons, according to Benedict XVI, represent two different types of “immature” faith. He explains this lesson in an Angelus message from 2010:
In this parable the sons behave in opposite ways: the younger son leaves home and sinks ever lower whereas the elder son stays at home, but he too has an immature relationship with the Father. In fact, when his brother comes back, the elder brother does not rejoice like the Father; on the contrary he becomes angry and refuses to enter the house. The two sons represent two immature ways of relating to God: rebellion and childish obedience. 
In different times of our lives we may find ourselves in open rebellion, choosing to walk away from God, or we may become too prideful, thinking that we are somehow better than the “sinners” in the Church.

The good news is that God’s mercy can conquer both iterations of immature faith, as Benedict XVI points out: 
Both these forms are surmounted through the experience of mercy. Only by experiencing forgiveness, by recognizing one is loved with a freely given love a love greater than our wretchedness but also than our own merit do we at last enter into a truly filial and free relationship with God.
Wherever we are in our journey of faith, we need to open our hearts to God’s mercy and let his love conquer any obstacles that stand in our way.-Philip Kosloski
Address:  100 Chapel Road, Pulaski, TN 38478 (931) 363-5776 Website: www.ICCPulaskiTN.com            e-mail: iccpulaski@energize.net
*PLEASE remember Immaculate Conception in your will, trust, and/or estate planning!!









