MASS:  Sunday & Wed. 11:00 AM
                                              CONFESSION: Before/after Mass or by appointment                         RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  Sunday: CCD –9:30 AM – 10:30 AM
              Monday 9:00 AM    
                                                         ROSARY:  Sunday 10:30 AM 


                                                                        Adults – AFTER Mass.

OCTOBER 24 11:00 AM
Mass intention: ICC Parish
Lectors: David Bossert & Justin Gvozdas
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
None
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Jennifer Duncan/Choir
Acolytes: None
Ushers: James Venus & Stanley Trimble
Gifts:  Gvozdas family
Collection counters: M. Rekasis & K. Grindrod
MON. 10/25 – Nancy Ryan (Rekasis Family)
WED. 10/27 –Evon Chavez (health) (Rekasis Family)
OCTOBER 31 11:00 AM
Mass intention: ICC Parish
Lectors: Mike Rekasis & Tala Gvozdas
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
None
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Jennifer Duncan/Choir
Acolytes: None
Ushers: David Bossert & James Savoy
Gifts:  Kathy Grindrod/Joseph Grindrod
Collection counters: M. Rekasis & S. Trimble
Finance Report: Sunday collection 10/17/2021:
Regular - $1712, World Mission - $262
 Mass stipends: ($5/Mass) CASH only 
2020 Catholic Faith Appeal envelopes are located in the foyer.
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Prayer Intentions
Please pray for: Cassie Knox, all services (military, EMT’s police, firemen) & their families, Elizabeth Sarasty, Jimmy Bell, Don Lewonczyk, Jose Sanchez, Martha DeArma, Reggie Picard, Judy Routhier, Joe Ventura, and all the sick of our parish.

 Bible study TODAY after Mass. Meal provided.
Meditation on the Gospel reading for today
     What is Bartimaeus willing to do? The blind beggar Bartimaeus finds out that the miracle worker Jesus of Nazareth is walking by him. And so he cries out, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me.” What happens next? The people around him start rebuking him, telling him to be quiet. How typical. But what is Bartimaeus willing to do?

     Batimaeus isn’t discouraged. Despite the resistance, he cries out all the louder, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” And Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cries. Jesus says, “Call him.” And it is somewhat humorous to see how quickly the crowd changes their tune. Instead of telling Bartimaeus to be quiet, they quickly change their message, “Take courage, get up, Jesus is calling you.” The irony is, Bartimaeus had already proven himself to be the most courageous person there. Look at what Bartimaeus is willing to do. The Gospel says, Bartimaeus threw aside his cloak, sprang up and came to Jesus. Many exegetes think that the throwing aside of his cloak is symbolic of Bartimaeus’ desire to be completely transparent to the Lord. He wanted Jesus to see everything about him. Bartimaeus doesn’t want to hide anything from Jesus. And this is an important point we will get back to. 

     How are we like Bartimaeus? We very well may have physical or mental ailments that we may ask Jesus for healing. For instance, Jesus gives us the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick for the purpose of providing spiritual healing. On the other hand, we may feel like we have spiritual blindness rather than physical ailments that keeps us from growing in our relationships with God, family members, coworkers, etc. We can therefore also ask ourselves, what are the areas where we are spiritually blind, needing healing and new sight? Anyone who is going through serious grief knows what it means to ask Jesus for sight. Anyone who really struggles with addiction or family problems of any kind knows what it means to cry out to Jesus for help. This Gospel reading can invite us to consider those times when we have cried out in our prayer, “Jesus Son of David have pity on me.”

     Of course, receiving spiritual healing from Jesus is not an automatic process in the Gospel. It wasn’t enough for Bartimaeus to simply cry out for help, although crying out for help is a good start. What can impede us here is pride, right? Sometimes our pride can get in the way of an encounter with Jesus. In addition to crying out for help, however, Bartimaeus needed to be persistent in his petition and not give up hope, even when the people around him or the society he lived in were actively discouraging him. Bartimaeus was persistent in his prayer to Jesus and did not give up hope. When we find ourselves crying out to Jesus about something going on in our life, the culture around us at times expects us to be quiet, help ourselves, suffer silently, or even try to convince us that vice is virtue. Like Bartimaues, we need to be persistent in our prayer and not lose hope.

     Secondly, when Jesus called Bartimaeus, the Gospel says Bartimaeus threw his cloak aside, sprang up and came to Jesus. After we cry out to Jesus for spiritual healing or spiritual sight, when Jesus calls us, are we willing to throw aside our cloaks and allow ourselves to be completely transparent to Jesus? The ego doesn’t like to be completely transparent to Jesus, or to anyone else for that matter. This can be problematic at times, right? For example, if you hide anything from your medical doctor that you might find embarrassing to articulate, what you don’t tell your doctor can kill you. Similarly, if we want to receive spiritual healing from the Lord, when we are called into his presence, we must throw the cloak aside and allow Jesus to be Lord, Savior, and the Divine Physician of every aspect of our lives, especially in the areas we are not very proud about. Only by throwing the cloak aside can we allow the healing touch of our Lord into every area of our lives. For instance, Jesus gave us the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a way for people to throw aside the cloak so to speak, and allow Jesus’ reign into every corner of our souls.

     And so what are the areas of spiritual blindness in our lives, the way we view the world around us or the way we view ourselves? These are the questions we are presented with this Sunday. What are the areas of spiritual blindness that I need to present to the Lord for healing? Can we finally hear the encouraging words of the Gospel in our hearts, “Take courage, get up, Jesus is calling you.” Can we be completely transparent to the Lord, allowing his grace into every aspect of our lives, especially the areas we are not proud about? My friends, whatever we are dealing with right now, whatever troubles we face, look at what Jesus is willing to do for us. Jesus will even go to the cross to help us, won’t he? That is what Jesus is willing to do for us! That is how much he loves us. How much do we love him? How much do we trust him? As we reflect on the crosses we carry and the witness of Bartimaeus, perhaps the most haunting question really becomes, if we are sitting on the side of the road right now and Jesus is passing by us, what are we willing to do to get his attention?(Fr. Frank Schuster)

Don't hide your talent, share it with us! ICC is in need of volunteers in many capacities. If you are interested, please contact the office.
Address:  100 Chapel Road,  Pulaski, TN  38478 (931) 363-5776 Website: www.ICCPulaskiTN.com  e-mail: iccpulaski@energize.net
*PLEASE remember Immaculate Conception in your will, trust, and/or estate planning!!








