December 8th, Immaculate Conception III 2020
With December comes the new liturgical year and a return to the definitive event in salvation history: the silent explosion of God’s grace into the human experience through the incarnation of Jesus Christ. It is fitting then, that the month includes the celebration of Mary’s Immaculate Conception- the celebration of the joining of divinity and humanity is preceded by the celebration of the one from whom our lord will receive his sacred humanity. Mary under the title of Immaculate Conception, serves as the patroness of the United States, and so our nation's principal Marine shrine, in Washington .D. C shares this name. The Patroness of our Parish is also- Immaculate Conception.
Today, the Universal Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception- the fact that St. Anne and St. Joachim conceived Mary without the stain of original sin. She was redeemed from the moment of her conception (CCC 491). Today’s Gospel Reading reminds us of why this was so- she was to be the Mother of God. The angel Gabriel announces her role in God’s plan of salvation: this spotless virgin was to bear the Son of God and she was to call him Jesus- “God saves”. The Mother of Jesus, the one who gave birth to the word of God into humanity, was by necessity the purest and the holiest of human beings. The angel addresses Mary: “Hail full of grace”. That means she literally has no sin within her, for grace and sin are opposed to one another. She is unique and set apart for the Incarnation.
This poor young woman from Nazareth had such faith in the plan of God that she said “yes”. Unlike Adam and Eve, Mary was not blinded by the allure of earthly things, nor the trickery of evil, nor the promptings of other humans. She simply responded, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord, May it be done unto me according to your word." God found in her the acceptance that he had awaited from the beginning. “Without a single sin to restrain her, she gave herself entirely to the person and to the work of her Son” (CCC 494). In Mary, God turned the human face back in the right direction.
What can we learn from Mary? While none of us is perfect like she was perfect, we can certainly see in Mary the model of humility and obedience. Perhaps, in this Advent Season, we can focus on God’s plan of salvation and less in the trappings of material things. Perhaps we could better appreciate that we, too, have found favor with God. For the child which Mary carried in her womb came to redeem each of us and all of us-Christ has saved us, and Christ's grace continues to sustain us. Mary's Son would be called holy, the Son of God. He has given us a share in his divine life so that we, too, may be holy.
St. Paul reminds us in the Second Reading: God…has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish before him. In love he destined us for adoption through Jesus Christ….so that we might exist for the praise of his glory.
Can we live up to this? Can we recognize that God has chosen us, too? Can we live a life of holiness? Let us turn to God in prayer and seek to know his plan for us. Let us not hesitate to listen to his answer, because nothing will be impossible for God.
