Pentecost, Cycle. A. 2020.
In a certain community, there was an atheist. A nonbeliever to the core, he was not interested in Church matters. One day the Church building caught fire and the whole town ran towards it to help extinguish the flames…including that village atheist. Someone shouted, “Hey, this is something new for you, the first time we have ever seen you running to Church! He replied, “This is the first time I have even seen the Church on fire”.
We see the Church on fire today, however, it's not the Church building on fire, but the Church- the people are on fire. That’s what we see in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. The Church was on fire. Why “fire”? Fire is the symbol of transformation! Fire changes whatever it touches.  Fire transformed former fishermen, ex-religious leaders, tax collectors into disciples and Apostles.
It is embarrassing sometimes how little our modern day Church resembles the Church of that first Pentecost: the sound of a wind storm, tongues of fire, disciples speaking in different languages, thousands being added to the Church and lots of excitement- excitement everywhere!.
There once a blacksmith who had two pieces of iron which he wished to weld into one. He took them just as they were, all cold and hard, and put them on the anvil, and began to hammer with all his might, but they were still two pieces only and they wouldn’t unite. At last he remembered what he should never have forgotten. He thrust both of them into the fire, took them out red-hot, laid one on the other, and by one or two blows of the hammer they soon became one. The fire of Pentecost transform us.
Before Pentecost the Disciples found it hard to do easy things: after Pentecost they found it easy to do hard things. Talking eloquently about Pentecost, William Blake says,
“Unless the eye catch fire, God will not be seen,
Unless the ear catch fire, God will not be heard
Unless the tongue catch fire, God will not be named
Unless the heart catch fire, God will not be loved
Unless the mind catch fire, God will not be known”.
--Here the word “unless”, begins with each petition. It invokes an urgent response. Unless you do something, nothing will happen. Lukewarm is not good enough. For us to be Pentecost people, we need to be consensually sizzling and aflame with the Holy Spirit. Unless the “eye” of Moses “caught fire”, he would not have seen the burning bush. On the day of Pentecost, we might pray for vision and insight to see the world as it really is, and see God at work in and around us.
Fire does not last long if starved of oxygen, or if there is nothing to burn. Mission begins with a single, burning heart. The disciples did not develop a strategy, but they were first set ablaze with the power of the Holy Spirit. Their minds were reoriented and renewed to wonder, think and question. New ideas were forged in the furnace of faith, which purged away the chaff of prejudice and judgment to make a way for justice and peace. It is interesting that some of the people who were there reached the conclusion that the apostles were drunk, because it tells us something of the excitement and joy that prevailed on that day. Such was the change that the apostles experienced.
We could say that the Resurrection is about us looking at the work of God. Pentecost is God looking at us through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost means that we cannot stand looking up to the Heavens, like the disciples at the Ascension. Pentecost means that it is time to engage life and to shape the Kingdom of God; to put flesh and bones, hands and feet on the teachings of Christ. Pentecost means that each of us possesses gifts that come from the Spirit and together those gifts enrich and build up the body of Christ in the world. On this day of Pentecost, therefore, let us pray for a burning heart and courage to transform our lives as well as the lives of others.
