 Feast of Dedication of St. John Lateran (Cycle. C. 2025)
According to Liturgical calendar now it’s, “Ordinary Time”, but even in Ordinary time, in certain Sundays we get opportunities to celebrate certain significant feasts. For instance, last Sunday we celebrated the Feast of “All Faithful Departed”. Today, we celebrate another unique Feast. It comes in some years in week-days. But this year we are celebrating it today. That is -the anniversary of the dedication of one of the great historic Churches of the world, St. John Lateran in Rome. It is a universal Feast of the Church for several reasons. It is the Cathedral of the Holy Father as Bishop of Rome, which makes it the mother of all Cathedrals. St. John Lateran was the center of the Catholic Church for centuries. It is where the Popes lived for a 1000 years before St. Peter’s was built. Within its walls several ecumenical councils have been held and 28 Popes are buried there. Over the centuries, it has been invaded, rebuilt, burned and rebuilt again. It has lived the story of the Church. In a sense it symbolizes all existing Churches in the world today.
We celebrate the dedication of this venerable Church to honor our link with the Pope, and it's also an opportunity to reflect on our own parish Church. There are historic Churches around the world which display many styles of architecture each of which reflects some dimensions of our faith. For instance Churches like the National Shrine of Immaculate Conception are huge and massive like gigantic vaults of grace. Renaissance Churches like St. Peter emphasizes order and hierarchy. Modern Churches today present the contrast of a simple interior to emphasize the basic elements of altar, tabernacle, chair and lectern. Every Church's architecture tells a story.
Yet with all the grand Churches around the world, there is no place like home and our home is our parish Church. Our parish Church is where the living waters of grace flow to us, like the waters Prophet Ezekiel describes flowing from the Jerusalem Temple (first Reading). In our parish church, the living waters of Christ’s grace flow in the Mass and Sacraments as well as in individual moments of prayer. Our parish Church is where we can always can come to receive the life-giving waters of grace. Here we reminded that we are called to be living stones, each important in the spiritual building God is fashioning. In other words it is here we cross a threshold from the world into the kingdom of God reminding us of our dignity and worth in God’s sight.
Any Church, whatever its architecture, is the place where time and eternity, God and humanity meet. A Church building is important not just because God is there but because we are. A church building is called a Church only because it is where the Church gathers and prays and celebrates God’s saving love. Today’s celebration reminds us that the Church is first and foremost the community of God’s people. Going back to history, we find the Church existed for almost 300 years before the first building was built. During the persecution times the Church met in peoples’ homes to pray and celebrate the Eucharist. It was the emperor Constantine with an edict of declaration ended the persecution and built St. John Lateran. So today’s commemoration of St. John Lateran is a worthy celebration of a Feast reminding us that the Church is a place where God’s people come together to pray.
 Many people today claim to belong to a Church, but they are seldom there making excuses. I think that they deceive themselves to say they belong to a Church unless they belong to the gathering of God’s people. That’s what Church really is. In the Second Reading, St. Paul says, “You are God’s building”., “you are the Temples of living God” built on the foundation of Jesus Christ. In Him you are being built into this temple to become a dwelling place for God in the Spirit. The Gospel presents the dramatic account of Jesus’ cleansing of the commercialization of Temple of its merchants and money-changers. To the angered chief priests and elders who plotted to kill Jesus, He tells them bluntly, “You destroy this Temple, within three days, I build it up”. Here Jesus was referring to His Body, and also He points forward to the true Temple of God when He says that his Body, raised from the dead, will be the true Temple. By Baptism we are joined to His Body in the Church and hence we come together here as the body of Christ in order to worship the living God, who Himself is the true Temple.
Those who are physically unable to be part of the gathering because of sickness or infirmity are still connected with us through the Eucharist our communion ministers take to them each week. Belonging to a Church is more than having your name on Church's register or in the Church’s computer. Being part of a Church involves more than simply believing in Christ. St. James tells in his epistle that even devils also believe …”. Being part of a community of believers means we need to be united and work together as one. Certainly coming together in prayer and worship is an expression of our oneness in Christ.
Sometimes it’s hard to be part of a community each week. When we are part of a community, not everyone is as perfect as we are. There are scandals and there is hypocrisy in the Church. “if you ever find a perfect Church, by all means, join it, but just know that once you join it, it will no longer be perfect”. The Church has been scarred with failures and sins from the time Judas betrayed Christ and Peter denied him. But Christ hasn’t given up on His Church and continues to be with us and to call us to holiness. He has promised that he will be with us always until the end of time. So let us continue to offer prayers asking God to bless us as his people (we) are gathered in faith.
