Lent (2nd Sunday), Cycle. A. 2026.
During the First Sunday of Lent, the Gospel was about The desert Triumph of Jesus inviting us to focus on the strategic tools of our Lenten warfare. But today, the Second Sunday of Lent, by presenting the story of Transfiguration of Jesus, the Gospel speaks about the Call of the mountain, the call to union with God. – to travel from desert to the mountain.
The key to all the Readings of the day is transformation, inviting us to transform our lives by renewing them during Lent and to radiate the grace of the transfigured Lord around us by our sprit-filled lives. Both the First and Second Readings present salvation history as a response to God’s call. This call goes out to a series of key persons, beginning with Abraham and culminating in Jesus Christ and His apostles. Faith is presented here as the obedient response to the call of God which opens up channels for the redemptive action of God in history, thereby transforming the world.
In answering this call, both Abraham and St. Paul broke with the experiences of their past lives and moved into an unmapped future to become “new people of the promise “of God for a “new life”. The Book of Genesis presents the change or transformation of the Patriarch Abram into Abraham, a man of profound faith in God and the father of the chosen people, Israel. He is considered to be the “father of all believers” of three monotheistic religions of the world (Judaism, Christianity and Islam). “Go forth to a land I will show you”…..Abraham puts all his trust in the Lord, and “He went as the Lord directed him, not heading aimlessly but to the land I will show you”. This is faith, pure faith at its best, trusting in the Lord and in his promises and then setting our journey towards unknown territory.
The Second Reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians explains the type of Lenten transfiguration expected of us. Paul, says, our “citizenship” is in Heaven and it is our homeland and destiny, but to reach there, we must look beyond the trials and tribulations of the world that are always temporary and passing. What is permanent is God’s unconditional love, manifested in his Son, Jesus Christ and our confidence must be in God’s grace that we receive in and through Jesus Christ.
The glory awaits us, as Peter, John and James experienced during the Transfiguration of Jesus. It is the glorious reality at the heart of our divine call and our divine future. The path to this future, however, passes through the vicissitudes of life, whether boring, exciting or suffused with suffering, as Jesus knew. The glory passes through the paschal mystery, Jesus’ departure paving the way for our journey home. Lent is not only about facing weakness; it is also about remembering why we persevere.
The Transfiguration experience gives the Apostles a glimpse of the glory and the truth about Jesus reminding them to give up their worldly ambitions and what they were to become through God’s grace.  When the glory of Jesus was shown to the Apostles at the Transfiguration scene and when they heard the voice of God identifying Jesus as “my Son, the beloved” their spiritual experience drove them to their knees, because they were "overcome by fear”. Divine glory drives sinful human being to their knees; and there comes Jesus then and tells them and us, “get up, do not be afraid”,
Whether we fear that faith is meaningless or that we are meaningless in the ordinary circumstantial events of our life it is ultimately our experience of God that reveals God’s love for us and burns away the fog of fear. If our fears tell either that our faith has no substance or that we are not worthy of God’s love, May be, it's time for us to recharge our batteries and to grasp the hand of Jesus as we hear about Jesus’ glorious Transfiguration.
For all of us Mount Tabor represents the mountain of worship. Here at Mass we rise into the presence of God. The words of the Father on the mountain, “this is my beloved son, listen to him” are also directed to us. Do we listen to him?. The Lord speaks to us in many ways at Mass and also through events in life, like failures of life, illness, tragedies, through the difficult relationships and conflicts we have in life. Are we willing to listen to the Lord when he is calling us through our life- experience and to go another way or endure suffering and pain as a path to deeper life and glory like His?  Lent is a season of journey to the mountain of worship at Mass and to recommit ourselves to the work of the valley and to bring balance back into our life. Our spiritual life is shaped by both. This is the meaning of transfiguration in our life.
The transfiguration is a moment of light placed intentionally on our Lenten journey - a promise that suffering does not have the final word. Jesus does not need transfiguration anymore, but we do.
