19th Sunday Ordinary Time, 2026.A.
There is a beautiful painting of today’s Gospel in the national gallery of art in Washington, D. C, “Christ on the Sea of Galilee” by Alesandro Magnasco where Christ is depicted as appearing on the sea shore and Peter walking on the waves. Walking on water simply is not a human ability, but Peter recognizing and accepting a share in the divine power of Christ is answering His command, “Come”. He steps out and walks on the waters, but in the next moment in his faltering faith, starts sinking and then Christ comes for his rescue. Our faith may waver and falter, but God’s faithfulness never fails.
Where do we find the Lord in our life? Today’s readings point out two surprising places: in the quiet serenity or the stillness of our heart and in the storms of life. In the First Reading taken from the life of Old Testament Book of Kings, prophet Elijah, with his trusting faith in the power of Yahweh successfully defeats a  pagan cult of 450 priests of Baal sponsored by the pagan Queen Jezebel in an awesome display of power, demonstrating that there really is only one true God in Israel. The people began to return to the true God of Israel, but the Queen Jezebel did not, instead she was furious and sent her soldiers to hunt for Elijah and kill him. Elijah fled, travelling 40 days and nights and reached the Holy Mount of Horeb. There he expected a spectacular miracle from God to protect and vindicate him - i.e. God appearing with great power in thunder and lightning, raging fire and earthquake like Moses experienced. But quite the contrary, the Lord appears and speaks to him only in a “tiny whispering sound”. God had something to teach Elijah. The prophet had to give up of his triumphant idea of a mighty God; his journey in the wilderness to Mount Horeb is a great moment of conversion and purification - a redefining experience of encountering God revealed in caring for the poor. Elijah realized that God’s presence is to be discerned not so much in spectacular manifestations, but in the stillness of our hearts. It was in the calm after the storm that God was revealed in the quietness. God speaks usually in the quiet workings of our lives.
So often, we too tend to look for God’s presence only in the unusual and the extraordinary places and contexts like miracles, visions, healings and so on….But the Scripture reminds us of the abiding, every day continuing presence of God with us. God sustaining the universe, keeping it going every day is an insight of extraordinary power. It brings God very close to us when we realize that God enables every one of our breaths and every beat of our heart. We must get into the boat of our life more often and recognize God’s quiet nature so that when we have to cry out, “Lord, save me!” We can spot God quietly at work. “Lord save me.” For many of us, this is only our heartfelt prayer. But this does not come from us until we are desperate, until will reach the point where we realize we need a miracle without effort on our part. Usually the miracles on demand do not happen, and the next thing we do is blame God for our problem. Do we take time to meet God in the silences or do we spend our time in looking only for supernatural fireworks?
There is not only the silence; there are also storms in our life. The Gospel reading is not just about a storm on the lake but about the storm of life----storm of sorrow, storm of doubt, tensions, uncertainty, storms of anxiety and worries, storm of temptations or of children, marriage, finance, health, etc…Our instinct when storms come is to think that God has abandoned us. The Gospel teaches us that the Lord is with us even in the storm. Through the sacraments, through the Church, through our time of prayer, the Lord tells us, “Get hold of yourself. It is I, do not be afraid.” Despite failing, Peter walked on water. With God’s help, we too can walk over chaos, but to do it, we must trust. We cannot become distracted by the storm. We must keep our eyes focused on the Lord who commands us to “come”.
Regrettably, the storm is the time when many people separate themselves from prayer, from the church, from fellow Christians and try to go it alone. Yet, those are the precisely times when we need to reach out to the Lord and be more constant in  prayer, gather more frequently with fellow Christians and live the Gospel even more faithfully. So often, we focus only on the storm and the size of the waves, not on Jesus. We look only to ourselves, not to the Lord, and then we sink like Peter. But Jesus is there with his ability and availability reaching out to us in the storm.
A broken heart is often a door through which Christ can find entry. He still comes to us in the midst of our troubles, saying, “Take heart, it is I, do not be afraid.” When Jesus shows up in our life’s storms, we gain strength to do the seemingly impossible.  In fact, the insights from today’s Scriptures inspire us that there are places of silence and storms that are part of our everyday life and there we can meet and encounter Christ Our Lord. We are called upon to listen to His tiny whisper to see the sign of His love at work all around us. He encourages us not to be distracted by the storms of the world, but to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, and through Him our salvation. 
