4th Sunday Ordinary Time, Cycle. A. 2026.
In today's Gospel, Jesus proclaims the Beatitudes - often called the Magna Carta of Christian life. The Beatitudes reveal the values of the Kingdom of God. They are not passive attitudes but active ways of living. Jesus himself lives these Beatitudes perfectly. To follow Him is to adopt His way of seeing, judging and loving.
 Jesus declared “Blessed” those whom the world often overlooks: the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful, the peacemakers and those who suffer for righteousness. Who is blessed? Who is happy in life? Happiness - real happiness - all of us long for it and seek it. But is it possible for us to find it in this world? Some say, “How can we even think of happiness or speak of it when the social situation is so bad”? When we are daily bombarded with news such as crimes, rapes, diseases, disasters, deaths, murders, robberies, arrests, wars, looting, corruption, exploitation etc…is it not ridiculous to speak of happiness”?
 Yet the search continues. The only mistake is that many look for it in the wrong things, places, and persons. No wonder many seek happiness in security, fun, popularity, sex, power, comforts, drugs etc. Finally all such people land up in a state of permanent unhappiness and prove that the search for happiness in these things is completely useless. They come to the sad realization that living like animals according to base instincts results only wretchedness and despair.
When Jesus Christ went up on the mountain and taught His disciples the “Beatitudes”, was the social situation any better than what we experience today? Jesus knew very well that it was indeed very bad. If we examine the Gospels and listen to what He Himself says, we see that the social situation at that time was no better than our present one. He tells the then people, “The King is an immoral man; the tax collectors and administrators are corrupt; men are adulterous”- the whole a lot of them (they all left when He said,” if any one among you is without sin, let him stay”). His best friend, John, was in jail, the shepherds were hirelings and mercenaries.
Housewives were losing their money. Children were neglected, scandalized, sick or dead; occupying forces were murdering people in the temple; the priests were hypocrites. The disciples were without understanding. Judas was a traitor, the only tower mentioned fell, killing a lot of people, sons were lost; sheep were in the wilderness; and finally, He Himself was about to be arrested and killed.
In today's Gospel, what Jesus presents to the disciples and his people - is a compact summary of the rules for happiness in the Beatitudes. This summary is revolutionary. Deep, but simple, it is eminently practical. Jesus never meant that to be poor, to weep and to be persecuted are good things. He wants all human beings to do their best to be free from poverty and obtain the necessary things of life.
Yet Jesus greatly loved the poor and insisted that to be poor is an essential condition to enter His Kingdom. When one is poor, one is much more prepared to put one's trust in Yahweh, making it easy for God to save that person. In the estimation of Jesus, that one is poor who puts his trust in God alone and not in his wealth or other human resources. Jesus has clearly pointed out the source of our happiness - God, and the way to find Him is by putting our whole trust in Him.
The Beatitudes calls us to trust God more than ourselves, to measure life not by achievement but by faithfulness, and to find joy even in struggles when lived with Christ. St. Paul tells that “God chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise and the weak of the world to shame the strong”.  The Beatitudes are not ideals for a few saints; they are the path to holiness for every Christian. When we live them, we become signs of God's Kingdom already present in our world. We do not have to be the wisest person or the strongest: we do not have to be “something” in the eyes of the world for we are everything in the eyes of the Lord.
