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Full Sentences Please!

She pulled the door wide. The entrance hall was so big you could have fit the whole of the Dursleys’ house

in it. The stone walls were lit with flaming torches like the ones at Gringotts, the ceiling was too high to make out,

and a magnificent marble staircase facing them led to the upper floor.

They followed Professor McGonagall across the flagged stone floor. Harry could hear the drone of

hundreds of voices from a doorway to the right – the rest of the school must already be here – but Professor

McGonagall showed the first years into a small, empty chamber off the hall. They crowded in, standing rather closer

together than they would usually have done, peering about nervously.

(Write a paragraph in the space below describing the Great Hall and how the students might be interacting with each

other. What could they be eating? Invent characters who could be in there? What might some of the professors look

like? What could they be saying?)
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“Welcome to Hogwarts,” said Professor McGonagall. “The start-of-term banquet will begin shortly, but

before you take your seats in the Great Hall, you will be sorted into your houses. The Sorting is a very important

ceremony because, while you are here, your house will be something like your family within Hogwarts. You will

have classes with the rest of your house, sleep in your house dormitory, and spend free time in your house common

room.

“The four houses are _________________, ____________________, __________________, and

______________. While you are at Hogwarts, your triumphs will earn your house points, while any rule-breaking

will lose house points. At the end of the year, the house with the most points is awarded the house cup, a great honor.

I hope each of you will be a credit to whichever house becomes yours.

“The Sorting Ceremony will take place in a few minutes in front of the rest of the school. I suggest you all

smarten yourselves up as much as you can while you are waiting.”

(Write a paragraph below and try to answer these three questions: What is your idea for a sorting ceremony? What

houses are the characters being sorted into? What are different aspects of each house? How are the characters being

sorted?)
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