Murray Baptist Church – 9/1/20 – Bible Study Outline – First Things
When I was a young Christian, I wanted to know that I was doing all the things on the Christian checklist.  At the time I was calling myself being responsible and efficient, I wanted to make sure I was doing the things that mattered.  But I was faced with another question that I never asked anyone because no one would be able to answer it: If I was doing all the right things, how much of those things was ever going to be enough.  When would enough please God? When would enough get me into heaven? When would enough ease an easily guilt-ridden conscience?  The problem when you are keeping a checklist, even a seemingly spiritual one, the focus gets lost on why you are doing things and the focus becomes on the busyness of doing things or should I say the business of doing things. As we grow in Christ we realized that human effort does not bring us closer to God.  Human effort is often a took that Satan uses against us to tell us that we are not worthy of God’s love because we can never be good enough, or do enough good works, or praise God enough to get to him.  The enemy also tries to tell us we are failures if acknowledge we can’t get to him.  Jesus was sent not only to save us but to remind us that he has done all of the work in bridging the gap between God and man.  It is not our effort but our relationship in Christ that brings us reconciliation with God.  The evidence of our reconciliation is the work we do but as Ephesians 2:8-10 reminds us, works are supplements to our faith, not substitutions for it: 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

What does a shopping or grocery supplement to a newspaper provide?  What is the purpose of a protein supplement for your body?  Today’s Bible focus is on supplements to the Christian life.  Instead of looking at keeping a spiritual checklist, we are going to focus on those things that are priorities, not a checklist, but things to be aware of for improved spiritual health.  

FIRST THINGS
· The Greek word for “first” is proton – meaning foremost (in time, place, order of importance). First or at the beginning. This word is used in 8 of the 9 verses that we’ll cover today.
· In one verse the Greek word for “first is protos – with very similar meaning to proton but emphasis is place on it occurring before anything else (2 Timothy 2:6)
· In one verse a preposition is used with the word first – highlighting is position, instrumentality or relation.  It is used with substantially the same importance. (1 Corinthians 15:3)

Matthew 6:33 – Tells us the first thing we should seek: The Kingdom and his righteousness.  Context: vs. 25-34 “Don’t worry”. Instead of worrying about your life, your clothes, or the food you eat – observe the birds. They don’t do any meaningful work but God still feeds.  If God cares about things that are less valuable than we are in terms of the creative order and mandate, isn’t it safe to conclude God will also watch over our lives?  Instead of worrying which is human nature but not productive, Jesus instructs us first focus on seeking the God’s kingdom (Where is it?, Whose is it? How do I access it?)

1 Corinthians 15:3 – Tells us the first message to “preach.” Vs. 3-4 (Christ died for our sins, was buried and rose again the third day).

2 Timothy 2:6 – Tells us to first to “do.” (Receive, be partakers)

Matthew 5:24 – Tells us the first thing in “worship.” (First go and be reconciled to them)

Matthew 23:26 - The first thing in “life.”  (cleanse that which is within). Not just the cup but the heart, the person.

Luke 6:42 – The first thing in “holiness.”  (take the plank/beam out of your eye).  Recognizing something is present that needs to be removed is the essence of repentance, forgiveness, and restoration.

2 Corinthians 8:5 – Tells us the first thing to “give.” (Ourselves)

1 Timothy 2:1 – Tells us the first thing in “prayer.” (Supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving for all)

2 Peter – 1:20 – Tells us the first thing to “know.” (Prophecy is from God not man.)

May God allow you to reflect on these directives to continue to strengthen your walk in him and not focus on completing a spiritual checklist. Let God’s word be a supplement to make you stronger rather than a set or regulations that bind you.  
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