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Geneseo Youth Football: 50 years and ¢

By Steve Tappa
stappa@qconline.com

During Bill Dale’s commute home

from work in the fall, the Geneseco

banker said there's no better sight
than driving past the Geneseo Youth
Football practice fields to see dozens
upon dozens of white helmets bobhing
and up and down, busy in activity

Mr. Dale has good reason to feel this
way, as a member of the organization’s
hoard of directors since 1992, Howevet;
many others share that same senfiment,

' as witnessed by the incredible communi-

"ty support that’s kept the tackle-football
program virtually free to Geneseo’s fifth-,
sixth- and seventh-graders for 50 years
now, :

“The only thing we’ve ever charged
eachr player is $1 to cover the cost of their
meuth guard,” said Mr: Dale, the long-
time treasurer for a nine-member hoard
charged with keeping the organization
running and the competition fair

“And, we could get by without charging
that much if we didn’t want to at least
put some value on a program-that com-
pletely ouifits kids to play football, It's a
real community effort, making sure there
are no financial barriers for kids to be
involved. But a lot of people see the value
i what we do.”

Nearly 70 businesses and families were
major contributors to the eight-week pro-
gram last fall, Mr. Dale said, and that
doesn’t include the 41 coaches volunteer-
ing their time and efforts.

Geneseo’s schools also support the pro-
gram by allowing use of its lighted athlet
1c fields for game action.

- All of that involvement allows the
organization to operate without any of
fundraising activities normally used to
offset costs in youth sports — such as
selling candy, popcorn or raffle tickets,

“Tt takes a lot of money to cover insur-
ance and equipinent costs, but the only
thing we do is accept donations at the
gate of our gaines,” said Ray Hanson, the
board’s current president. '

“Tveryong in town seems to give at
least $5 or $10. And, if we should ever
need more, T've got a list of former play-
ers who have becotne successes in life,
who have said, if youneed anything, just
call and we'll take care of you.”




More than 90 kids benefitted last fall.
The program siresses fundamentals
& same offensive plays
I: o] team.
. However, while the program has long
been a big reason behind Geneseo High
School 5 standing as a state gridiron
Youth Foothall, Tnc., has
_ ]ust afe er program

over the years,

“Not évery kid who plays for us will
end up playing for the high school,” Mr
Hanson said. “But they will end up doing
other great things in their school and
their community, They learn dedication
and feamwork, responsibility and over-
coming adversity, and so many other
great lessons this game offers.”

The.proof is in the program itself For-
mer players often become the program’s
coacheas, financial supporters and hoard
members, wanting to give back to their
community by providing the same expe-
rience they enjoyed.

“What's neat about this program is it
never has been a star-making platform,”
Mr. Dale saifl. “It's all about the tearm and
teamwork, That's why there are no all-
star teams, no playoffs and no trophies.
We also don’t lravel to outside communi-

founders always figured those were

Members of the Geneseo Youth Football board of directors gather at the old athletic field w
played, just west of the Geneseo Community Center and swimming pool. Members include, 1
Mapes, Randy Ciary, Ray Hanson, Jim VanOpDorp, Ky Wirth, Hank Smetltzer and Larry Ward. Ab

ties to plax
“We've had people askmg to do all of
those things over the years, but the

oo

things for down the road. We keep it sim-
ple to just give kids a taste of football.”

Incleed, Mr-Hanson said, not a lot has _‘We keep lt Slmpl@ w

changed since the program started in

1858, when current board members Fanlk
Smeltzer and Tom Curnyn wers among to ] USt glve klds a
the first-year players,

Four of the founders numbersd among taSte Of fOOtba ll
the organization’s first five major finan- :
cial backers — John Edwards (Edwards
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