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ith: Program for the kids,

supported by community

From Page A‘ﬁ

-Aside from the ‘minimal cost to play
youth football in Geneseo, Hanson says he

helieves what also sets this program apart-

is the league doesn’t get too competitive.

“We always stress to the playets they are

playing on different teams now, but will
play together at the next level,” he said.

The coaches, some who have been
coathing for 30. years, teach the players
the fundamentals of the game and try to
instill that even at this level tHat players
are required to come to practice.

“The big thing for the coaches is for
them to keep the players playing football
through being involved and making them
a part of the team,” said Hanson, “We look
for coaches with experience who are pos-
itive and like to be around kids.”

Hanson said the program sees a 1ot of

returners éach year and only a few drop
out of the program because they find out
ihe sport is not for them.

“I like to think the kids get something
out of the progtam — learning discipline,
| sportsmanship and how to get along with
other people,” said Hanson. “I know my
boys always said what they enjoyed was it
was [egal to hit somebody and not get in
frouble for it.”

In the early 70s, the program expanded

from four teams to eight teams and went
from having 35 players on a team to 26 or
‘lower to give everyone an oppotrtunity to
play.

Also in the 70s, the program began the
third-quarter team, which is comprised of
fifth graders. The third-quarter team plays
the third quarter of the games on Wednes-
days and Thorsdays, but also has the
chance to play a complete game and gain
more experience on Saturdays.

“Time on the field is very important and
when they see their success like the first
tinle they get a touchdown it is a pretty
happy time,” said Hanson, “The kids
enjoy putting on the helmet, and I always

~ get a kick out of it. The 1<1ds know they

can be at the high- school level someday
and play on Fridaynights.”-

Safety is always a top pnonty w1th :

coaches having taken proper safety lests,
along with making sure the equipment is
always up to' date from updating equip-
ment every three years and recertilying
helmets every yedr.

“It is all about the kids,” said Hanson,

“The program was stasted because people
thought there was a need, it has always
been backed and supporied by the com-
munity and is 4 long-running program.”
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