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Message from

If we were to say the “bedtime rules” now, I don’t think he
would know what we’re talking about or why they were
important; at some point we’ll show him the videos we took of
him laying in his bed and singing his made-up songs. The point
is, the rules were so woven into his bedtime routine that the
need to say them over and over was gone; we stopped talking
about them and stopped reminding him of the “rules”.
Occasionally, though very rare now that he’s 8, we’ll have to
tap on his bedroom door after bedtime and tell him “no singing,
it’s time for sleep”.

Pastor Tony

“No laughing. No clapping. No Singing. No getting out of
bed, unless your clock-light (an alarm clock for toddlers
that changes color when the alarm goes off instead of
making noise) is on or you need to go to the bathroom”.
We used to say that to Kyle, every night just before turning
out the lights and tucking him into bed when he was a
toddler. I say “we”, but it was almost always me saying
them to Kyle. I’m not sure how I came to be the “bedtime
rule” giver. Regardless though, the “bedtime rules” became
important for Kyle to hear. He needed to hear them. It may
be odd, but they sort of soothed him, so much so that when
I went out of town a couple of times for continuing
education and called home to say “goodnight”, he needed
me to say the “rules”. Kristin said the rules but apparently
one or two were either out of place or missing and Kyle
was not happy. Then there’s the time Kristin and I went out
of town and my parents were at a loss for what to do. They
just didn’t know the rules and we couldn’t call in each night,
so they muddled through for a few days until they asked
about the “bedtime rules” and we were able to give the list
to them.

This happens to us as adults. We have rules that become so
much a part of who we are they become unspoken and just
happen. Maybe rules is too strong a word but, by rules, I mean
practices, guides, policies, habits, or routines. Things we do
regularly and usually they have a reason or purpose behind
them. Over time the purpose is lost or forgotten, but the
routine, pattern, or practice continues without knowing why.
For me, knowing why helps me to understand the importance
and helps me to follow through more; it gives meaning to the
mundane that I can often overlook. This is true throughout my
life as a father, husband, son, brother, and especially as a
pastor.

When he was a toddler, Kyle would lay in his bed singing
songs he had heard on the radio, in church, or learned in
preschool, but the best was when he would sing made-up
songs. Other times he would just laugh to himself. And still
other times he would just clap; you know the cute way a
toddler does. It was his super cute and super effective way
to keep himself awake after we turned out the bedroom
light and tucked him in.

Think about worship. Think about how we worship. Do you
know why we worship the way we do? Why we say what we
say? Why we sing what we sing and why we sing those songs
in where they are in the liturgy? Or how what we do in worship,
in church life altogether, is influenced by what we believe? For
that matter, do you know what we believe and how it influences
all aspects of life and worship?

Soon enough though, there was no longer a need for the
“bedtime rules”. He knew them, but more than that he had
internalized them and simply followed them. For the most
part he’s good about going to bed and staying in bed until
it’s time to get up; he tries to avoid bed altogether but what
kid doesn’t do that. Nor does he laugh, clap, or sing.

This is valuable, or at least I see it as valuable, because it can
enrich our lives and faith. Knowing that we stand and sing the
doxology as the offering is brought forward is because we are
Continued on page 2
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PROGRESSIVE DINNER

saying both we – our lives as individuals and the life of the
community – are the offering. We’re saying that we are the
primary offering and that the money we’re giving, while
important, is not the most important. What we do is, and that
means that the person who can give more and the person
who can’t give all that much are on equal footing because
it’s about how we serve God.
What if I were to tell you there’s more to what we do than it
being just a routine or because someone liked it and thought
it’d be nice to include in worship or a committee meeting?
Would you be interested in learning more about what we –
as a church and as a denomination – believe? Not in an
authoritative way that says, “you have to believe what we
do”, but in a way that’s about “seeking understanding”. A
way that gives insight into who we are and what we do.
Would you be interested in learning about the theology that
informs our church and denomination?

In place of the traditional potluck a progressive dinner will
be held on Tuesday, August 13 —we will meet in the
parking lot at church at 4:00pm and car pool from there.
•

I want to do a sermon series and education series on
Presbyterian beliefs. Things like communion, baptism,
predestination, a little about church history, maybe church
government, worship, women in the church, and other
suggestions.

•

I want to reiterate that this will not be a “you have to believe
this way” series; I hope you know me well enough to know
that’s not who I am and (believe it or not) the denomination
isn’t that way either! Instead we’ll look at what it means to
be Reformed and always reforming, Protestant,
Presbyterian, and Christian. We’ll look at those topics and
how we can have varying beliefs and still be one
community. I am excited about this and really think it will
help us come together around a common identity!

•

The evening will begin at the home of Judy and Mark
Regan with appetizers at 4:15 at 15473 Wilderness
Trail. (please be aware that Judy’s house is a tri-level
and that you would need to take 7 steps up to the
main level).
Barb and Brad Kohl will provide fajita’s for the entrée
portion of the dinner at 12288 Milinda Shores Road.
A free will offering is requested to cover the cost of the
fajitas.
Jack and Jane will host the dessert portion at 13107
Albinson Road.

Due to time constraints we are omitting a location for the
salad portion but will serve the salads either with the
appetizer or entrée portion of the meal, in whichever
portion of the dinner each salad seems to be the most
appropriate.
There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex to indicate which
item, appetizer, salad, or dessert you wish to
contribute. Please sign up as soon as you know you will be
attending so that the appropriate amount of food for the
entrée can be purchased by the Kohls.

If you have something you have wanted to know about the
church, the denomination, or general theology let me know.
I don’t have a schedule fully set and am open to thoughts
and suggestions.

SAVE THE DATE!
Save the date for September 18!
In place of the traditional potluck in September, we will have
a PONTOON & PIZZA PARTY at Moonlite Bay. The evening
will begin at 4:00pm with a pontoon ride on the Whitefish
chain then at 5:00PM on to Moonlite Bay restaurant for
pizza. There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Depending on the number of participants, we may need
more pontoons! Please let Bonnie (fishn@crosslake.net)
know if you are available to drive your pontoon.
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TEACHER’S SUPPLIES

DEACON’S CORNER

SCHOOL DRIVE

The Deacons met on July 10th with Pastor Tony. We had
on our agenda to conduct our annual training for new
members with Pastor Tony. In doing so, it came to our
attention that maybe we can help the church and add a
new area of responsibility to our Deacon’s service.

Starting this Sunday, CPC will be conducting a TEACHER’S
school supply drive. These are items that teacher’s hand
out to students during the year. The supplies are usually
purchased and supplied out of the teachers own pocket. We
will be collecting the supplies in the bright yellow school bus
located in the Narthex! (We will be collecting through
Sunday, August 25.) Teacher supplies needed are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There is a need for a rebirth of our Church Mission
Committee. Currently we have a designated budget to
disperse annually, but no committee to do the research of
sorting out community projects, perhaps visiting some,
bringing the information back to our congregation and
selecting as a group what we wish to focus on this year.

Expo Dry Erase Markers
Composition notebooks
Pencils
2x2 post it notes
Big pink erasers
Rulers
Markers
Colored pencils
Kleenex
Cleaning wipes
Glue sticks
Bic pens

We decided to meet again in August to look at some local,
youth oriented projects. If you have some favorite places
you volunteer for or would like to see us consider, please
email Pastor Tony (pastor@crosslakepres.org) or myself
(ptweed@tds.net). Or you may discuss your ideas with us
after church.
~ Pat Tweed, Chair,
Board of Deacons

This Sunday, August 4, the principal of Pequot Lakes
Middle School, Mike O’Neil, will be giving a temple talk
during the service of these teacher-needed supplies! Please
join us on Sunday and thank you for your help in this great
ministry of giving to our community.
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Rusty Taubert

9

Ronda Hopkins

13

Jack Sargent

14

Sarah Duffield

15

George Young

16

Rev Tony Oltmann

19

Mary Lu Dietz

21

Dave Fischer

24

Bea Broz

27

Barb Kohl

31

Marilyn Whitehead

IMAGES OF GOD CLASS

The Sunday morning class, held at 9:00am, will continue
in the month of August. In the class we will look at a lot of
different images of God through Bible study, literature,
music, art, prayer, and sharing our own experiences and
beliefs. We will meet in the Library and the class will be
lead by Ginny Anderson. You are welcome to join us
whenever your schedule allows.
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Thurs.

08/01

5:30pm

Pub Theology

Sun.

08/04

9:00am

Images of God Class

08/04

10:00am

Communion Worship
Service & Fellowship

Mon.

08/05

1:00pm

Northern Trackers

Tues

08/06

9:30am

Literary Huddle

7:00pm

Mainstreet AA

Weds.

Sun.

08/07

08/11

10:00am Bible Study
5:00pm

Choir Rehearsal

9:00am

Images of God class

10:00am Worship Service

Men’s Lunch
Thursday, August 15th at 12:00pm
at Pine Peaks, Crosslake

11:15am Fellowship
Tues.

08/13

Weds.

08/14

9:30am

Literary Huddle

2:00pm

Session Meeting

4:00pm

Progressive Dinner

7:00pm

Mainstreet AA

Sun.

08/15
08/18

Wednesday, August 28th at 12:30pm
at Bites, Pine River

10:00am Bible Study

5:00pm
Thurs.

Women’s Lunch

Choir Rehearsal
Weds.

12:00pm Men’s Luncheon
5:30pm

Pub Theology

9:00am

Images of God class

08/20

10:00am

Bible Study

5:00pm

Choir Rehearsal

Sat.

08/24

9:00am

Committee Chairs Mtg

Sun

08/25

9:00am

Images of God class

11:15am Fellowship

10:00am

Worship Service

9:30am

Literary Huddle

11:15am

Fellowship

7:00pm

Mainstreet AA

9:00m

Literary Huddle

7:00pm

Mainstreet AA

10:00am

Bible Study

12:30pm

Women’s Luncheon

5:00pm

Choir Rehearsal

10:00am Worship Service
Tues.

08/21

Tues.

Progressive Dinner

Weds.

08/27

08/28

Tuesday, August 13th at 5:00pm
(full details are on page 2)
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