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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31ST

Hopes for the Coming Year
WHAT CAN'T WAIT? 2020

What can’t wait in this new year? What practices, intentions, 
and habits do you want to adopt in this next year? Where is God 
actively creating hope, peace, joy, and love in your life?
In the space provided, write or draw any ideas that come to mind.
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GOD'S PROMISED DAy (HOPE) CAN'T WAIT 
First Week of Advent

DECEMBER 1ST

God's Promised Day (Hope) Can't Wait Poem ______________________________ 1
DECEMBER 2ND

Isaiah 2:1-5 ___________________________________________________________________ 2
DECEMBER 3RD

Hope Can't Wait Action Prompt ____________________________________________ 4
DECEMBER 4TH

God's Promised Day Can't Wait Journaling & Reflection ___________________ 5
DECEMBER 5TH

Psalm 122 ____________________________________________________________________ 6
DECEMBER 6TH

Matthew 24:36-44 __________________________________________________________ 8
DECEMBER 7TH

Sabbath Can't Wait ________________________________________________________ 10

REPENTANCE (PEACE) CAN'T WAIT
Second Week of Advent

DECEMBER 8TH

Repentance (Peace) Can't Wait Poem _____________________________________ 11
DECEMBER 9TH

Isaiah 11:1-10 ________________________________________________________________ 12
DECEMBER 10TH

Repentance Can't Wait Action Prompt _____________________________________ 14
DECEMBER 11TH

Peace Can't Wait Journaling & Reflection _________________________________ 15
DECEMBER 12TH

Matthew 3:1-12 _____________________________________________________________ 16
DECEMBER 13TH

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 ________________________________________________________ 18
DECEMBER 14TH

Sabbath Can't Wait _____________________________________________________ 20TA
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read  JOHN 1:1-14

FROM THE ARTIST  |  LISLE GWYNN GARRITY

When we talk about the creation story, we often refer to 
Genesis. But the bible is full of creation stories, and the 
opening of John’s gospel is one of them. Not to be confined to 
literal interpretation, the poetry of John 1 tells us more about 
the nature of God than about the contents of the cosmos.

Looking at this story of birth, what do we learn about God?

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and 
the Word was God (John 1:1). God is living word, holy discourse. 
God is known to us in logic, debate, truth, and story.

What came into being through the Word was life, and the life 
was the light for all people (John 1:4). God is living flesh, divine 
presence in human form, the embodiment of love for all 
people. God joins us in every human experience.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t 
extinguish the light (John 1:5). God is light that pierces through 
the darkness. Nothing can stop it or dampen its might.

In this painting, I meditated on the persistence of light. Light 
can travel endlessly through a vacuum; light waves won’t 
diminish no matter how far they have to travel. Therefore, 
starlight travels through space for billions of light years to 
reach us on earth. Can you imagine that? Perhaps that’s God’s 
nature and constant posture—endlessly traveling through 
time and space just to reach us.

PRAYER
Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image on the left. 
Imagine placing yourself in this scene. What do you see? How 
do you feel? Get quiet and still, offering a silent or spoken 
prayer to God.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30TH
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DELIGHT (JOY) CAN'T WAIT
Third Week of Advent

DECEMBER 15TH

Delight (Joy) Can't Wait Poem ____________________________________________ 21
DECEMBER 16TH

Luke 1:46b-55 ______________________________________________________________ 22
DECEMBER 17TH

Joy Can't Wait Active Prompt ______________________________________________ 24
DECEMBER 18TH

Delight Can't Wait Journaling & Reflection _______________________________ 25
DECEMBER 19TH

Isaiah 35:1-10 ______________________________________________________________ 26
DECEMBER 20TH

Psalm 146:5-10 ____________________________________________________________ 28
DECEMBER 21ST

Sabbath Can't Wait _________________________________________________________ 30

courage (LOVE) CAN'T WAIT
Fourth Week of Advent & Christmas

DECEMBER 22ND

Courage (Love) Can't Wait Poem __________________________________________ 31
DECEMBER 23RD

Matthew 1:18-25 ___________________________________________________________ 32
DECEMBER 24TH

Courage Can't Wait Action Prompt _______________________________________ 34
DECEMBER 25TH

Love Can't Wait Journaling & Reflection __________________________________ 35
DECEMBER 26TH

Luke 2:1-14 _________________________________________________________________ 36
DECEMBER 27TH

Isaiah 9:2-7 ________________________________________________________________ 38
DECEMBER 28TH

Sabbath Can't Wait __________________________________________________________ 40

WHAT CAN'T WAIT? 
Week after Christmas

DECEMBER 29TH

What Can't Wait? Poem ____________________________________________________ 41
DECEMBER 30TH

John 1:1-14 _________________________________________________________________ 42
DECEMBER 31ST

What Can't Wait? 2020 ___________________________________________________ 4442  |  SANCTIFIED ART WHAT CAN'T WAIT DEVOTIONAL   |  WHAT CAN'T WAIT?

Light Pierces Through  |  Lisle Gwynn Garrity



Advent is a season of waiting, but is idle waiting what God 
wants of us? In preparation for the coming Messiah, we 
wonder together—what things can’t wait? What demands 
our immediate attention? What requires our work and 
preparation? What is it that God can’t wait for? Is it our 
praise, reconciliation, and proclamation? Is it the end of 
suffering, isolation, and fear? 

We hope this devotional might awaken you to the ways God 
can’t wait to create hope, peace, joy, and love. We invite you 
to carve out time each day to listen for God speaking to you 
through art, poetry, silent reflection, and embodied prayer. 
As we are called to action during this season, may we also be 
mindful of what can wait—for we are also called to rest and 
receive the gifts of Sabbath.

This Advent, join us in imagining, prioritizing, and preparing. 
As we wait, what can’t?

Artfully yours,
The Sanctified Art Creative Team
 Lisle Gwynn Garrity
 Sarah Are
 Hannah Garrity
 Lauren Wright Pittman

I confess— 
I am good at waiting. 
I waited for someone else to be passionate before I made a change. 
I waited for you to say, “I love you” before I was honest. 
I waited for affirmation about my work before trying harder. 
I waited for anyone else to take the lead instead of speaking up. 
I waited for you to forget instead of saying sorry. 
I wait for a compliment before I feel beautiful.
I wait for your call before calling back. 
I wait for an opinion before stating my own. 
I wait for a rainy day to slow down. 
I wait for a sunny day to get outside. 
I wait for Saturdays to call home. 
I wait for free time to read my Bible.
And too often, I wait for Sunday to pray. 
I have lived well, but I have also sat on my hands, 
Turned my head, closed my eyes, 
Lived in denial, pretended it would get better, 
Believed in someone else’s call over my own, 
And ignored the fact that these hands belong to God.
But these hands belong to God. 

I guess what I’m trying to say is,
What if Mary waited nine months so that we wouldn’t have to?
And what if the disciples waited three days so that we wouldn’t have to? 
There is love to sow, 
Peace to reap, 
Joy to feel, 
And a promised day that I am longing for. 
So if you want to join me, 
I’ll be busy, unlearning years of sitting and waiting. 

Prayer by Sarah Are
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WHAT CAN'T WAIT?
Carve out time today for prayer and quiet contemplation. 

Read this poem as part of your devotional time.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH


