RESOURCES FOR FINDING HOST FAMILIES

Finding potential host families can be challenging but we understand that and you can keep working on it past the application deadline, up until you leave on exchange.
Attached is some additional material that may be helpful in finding host families.
Tips for finding host families:
· Your family can be one of the host families (this is the most common)
· Ask your parents, friends, family friends, relatives, etc.
· Ask your local Rotary club for help
· Ask at your church or other community organizations
· Ask your guidance counselor if they know of any students whose family might be interested
· Ask your language teachers if they know of any students whose family might be interested (ask all the language teachers in your school)
· Ask the PTA at your school for help
· If you have a family member or family friend who is especially well connected in your community, reach out to them.
· Get creative and keep asking!
· Follow up again with people who said maybe.
· You must be willing to put yourself out there to find host families, it's often one of the hardest parts of the application process. Keep working on it!
We understand that some of this may feel a bit outside your comfort zone, but part of becoming an exchange student is learning to push forward even in that case. Rotary Youth Exchange is a true exchange program, for every student that our district sends out, we receive one in return, and they need someone to stay with. Our program works because your counterpart in another country is doing the same thing right now, trying to find host families for you to stay with. This is one of the main ways that we keep the program so cheap compared to commercial exchange programs. Also, the effort and ingenuity that you put into finding host families is one of the criteria by which we judge your suitability as a potential exchange student.

