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MISSION STATEMENT
The FAMILY CENTER on
DEAFNESS empowers
Pinellas County families
with deaf or hard of
hearing members by
providing programs
and services to
promote
communication and
independence.

CONTACT US:
12445 62nd St. N #303
Largo, FL 33773

727-501-2323 voice
727-235-6285 vp
www.fcdpinellas.org
Check our website
for latest news and
announcements!

ABT Scores Big As 2nd Place Regional Champions
The Academic Bowl for Deaf
and Hard of Hearing High School
students was established with
the goal of fostering the pursuit
of academic excellence,
promoting a spirit of academic
competition and sportsmanship,
and providing social
opportunities for development of
collegiality and lifelong
friendships. Every year,
Gallaudet University hosts four
Regional competitions for up to 80
teams of Deaf and Hard of
Hearing high school students.
Twenty teams then advance to
the National competition held at
Gallaudet in April.
In 2004, FCD began competing
with an Academic Bowl Team.
This year, for the first time, our
team won the honor of traveling to
Washington D.C. April 14-16 to
compete for the National
Academic Bowl Competition.
Bella Engelman, Tammy Huynh,
Tyna Kim, and Vipin Suren spent
months practicing for the regional
competition held Feb. 25-28 at the
Tennessee School for the Deaf in
Knoxville.
Led by coaches, Tracy Kasch
and Franklin Smith, they prepared
for questions from categories
including social studies, literature,
science, technology, math, the
arts, deaf studies, current events,
and sports.

The regional competition was
fierce. After winning their first
four matches, the team went on
to defeat four other teams and
came in second place in the
region, placing them among the
top four teams to travel to the
national competition.
The team received 2nd place
trophies and an ABT silver bowl.
In addition, sophomore Vipin
Suren won the distinction of
being awarded The Most
Outstanding Player of all the
students in the competition.
Continued on Page 4
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Rise and Shine for the
Sweetheart Breakfast
FCD’s 2018 Sweetheart Breakfast fund
raiser was a heartwarming success. More
than 200 tickets were sold in addition to the
delicious baked goods made by Franklin
Smith’s new start up, The Baker Boys. All
proceeds will support FCD summer
programs for Deaf and hard of hearing
students.
There was a terrific turn out from the
community, and many wonderful volunteers
gave their time to serve coffee, juice and
pancakes.
This annual event not only provides a
delicious morning meal, but it is a sweet
time for all who support the Deaf Community to gather.
Many thanks to the teen volunteers, SPC
students,
families, and friends who
made our event possible.
In addition to fundraising, teens arrived at
7:15am to train and prepare for the morning. They learned valuable skills about
serving in restaurants, working as a team,
and customer service.
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Few events have rattled the lives
of teens and parents, like the
tragic shooting at Stoneman
Douglas High School. At Teen
Scene, students and FCD staff
took the time to process the
recent events, especially since there was
elevated concern
about the safety
of neighboring
schools. Trauma
psychologists
advise that
parents and youth
leaders use the
troubling news as
an opportunity to
talk and listen to
children. It’s important to acknowledge that bad
things happen while also reassuring teens of
their safety.

reporting inappropriate or threatening online posts, the
importance of seeking help for depression or anxiety,
and the importance of having a plan for lockdown
procedures at school.
Teen Scene is not only a safe space for students to
socialize and have fun; it’s also a home away from home
for D/HH students to express their emotions and
concerns.

Because Girl Squad so enjoyed
their self-defense lesson,
C.O.B.R.A’s self-defense system is
returning to Teen Scene to work
with both boys and girls on March
17th. Following the self-defense
lesson, teens will celebrate
St Patrick’s Day with a party.
On March 22, Girl Squad will go on a field trip to learn
yoga as a healthy tool for both the body and mind.

At FCD, the teens discussed the importance of

February has flown by at REACH! The
children decorated boxes for their
friends to place Valentine’s in. While
giving each other Valentine cards may
seem like a trivial act, we believe that
small acts of kindness are important in
teaching kids how to treat others.
On February 14th , REACH had a party to
celebrate Valentine’s. Games, snacks, crafts and
of course card and treat exchanges made the
event exciting.
The children have been studying and learning
about two very interesting sporting events: the
2018 Winter Olympics in Peoyongh Chang and
the 2018 Iditarod Sled Dog Race in Alaska. Now
that the Olympics have ended, the group is
focused on following the Iditarod Race. We are
using the race to teach the children about
positive character traits and values. Each child
has also chosen a team to follow on the trail.
Students are also studying the science of
weather and how temperature and climate
change can affect the outcome of the race.
Animal care lessons by the mushers teach
responsibility and compassion for other living
creatures.

On February 28th, the group took a field trip to Largo
Central Park and enjoyed the beautiful playground.
On March 14th, REACH will head to Great Explorations in St. Petersburg. The field trip is free and the
group should return to Cross Bayou Elementary
School for normal pick up at 5pm.
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March 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22

Middle/High School
March 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21,
March 2 Teen Social @ FCD 2– 6 p.m.
March 9 Teen Social @ FCD 2-6 p.m.
March 16 NO TEEN SOCIAL
March 22 Girl Squad 4-6 p.m.
March 23 Teen Social @ FCD 2-6 p.m.
Volunteers
Robin Alexandratos

In Kind Donations
Florida State Fair
Studio Movie Grill
Noelle Reimers

Financial Donations
FCD Board:
Chris Antinori
Beth Carlson
Noel Cherasaro
Katrina Chisholm
Brandon Dopf
Sue Rosenbluth
Anthony Verdeja
Verizon Foundation
(Lori Rea)

Adrian Anderson
Caleb Baker
Kelly Barrie
Kate Caraway
Dana Cechnicki
Morgan Eastman
Thomas Gonzalez
Adam Hennessey
Brianna Kelly
Katie Killibrew
Marin Kilwin
Tyna Kim
Lisa Kingston
Neill Kovatch

Brianne Martin
Brandon McGee
Victoria McManning
Sarah Melanies
Olivia Moore
Jill Radford
Taylor Radford
Ally Ray
Hanna Rutherford
Lauren Santiago
Dennis Sofr

Lini Tia Tavake
Brianna Varner
Daphne Woodham

FCD will be closed
March 26-April 1

Family Center on Deafness Staff
Julie Church Executive Director
Kathy Kemp Office Manager
Jennifer Boggess Lead Youth/Family Support Specialist
Franklin Smith Youth/Family Support Specialist
Addie Osmar Youth/Family Support Specialist
Caitlyn Dollar Youth /Family Support Assistant/Artist
Beth Engelman Parent Support Specialist
Sally Shortz Program Support Specialist
Dawn Varner Youth/Family Support Specialist
Gwen Sand FTRI Supervisor
Tammy Shuman FTRI Distribution/Outreach
Tracy Kasch Staff Technology and Curriculum Specialist

ABT TEAM: Continued from page 1

FCD is so proud of the team and
their coaches, not only for their
amazing accomplishment but also
for their good sportsmanship.
A special thanks to the FCD
Board of Directors, Esther
Floresca, and Sorenson
Telecommunications for their
contributions towards
supporting the team.

