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MISSION STATEMENT
The FAMILY CENTER on
DEAFNESS empowers
Pinellas County families
with deaf or hard of
hearing members by
providing programs
and services to
promote
communication and
independence.

Academic Bowl Team Places Sixth
After qualifying for the
national tournament in
Tennessee in February, the
FCD Academic Bowl Team
took sixth place in the
national competition hosted
at Gallaudet University in
Washington, D.C. There
were 20 teams that
competed in the nationals
and 80 teams from
throughout the US that
competed in four regional
events.
Sophomore Vipin Suren also received one of the prestigious National
Academic Bowl All Star Player Awards. The competition at the National
level was stiff. The team beat Madison
High School in their first game, but lost to
Model Secondary School for the Deaf in
the second game. The team
outperformed Illinois School for the Deaf as
well as OCM, the Solvay Union Free
School District in New York. In the quarter
finals, they beat Texas School for the Deaf,
but in the semi finals lost to Maryland
School for the Deaf.
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The team’s success was a combination
of hard work throughout the school year,
dedicated coaches, and community
support. Sponsors including Sorensen Communications and Ester
Floresca donated funds to make it possible for the team to explore the
city’s museums and historic monuments. Tricia Davidson, Program
Coordinator of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Department for Pinellas
County Schools chaperoned the trip, and several FCD staff members
traveled to Gallaudet to support the team. When the students were not
competing, they had opportunities to socialize with other D/HH students,
visit the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery, Chinatown, the Wax
Museum and many other sights. They also made friendships which will
continue through their high school years.
FCD is so proud of the ABT team and look forward to more great things
from them in the future.
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It’s hard to believe that summer is
almost here and another academic
year has passed. The final day of
REACH will be Wednesday May
16th. REACH students will take a trip
to Clearwater Beach pool for a pizza
and swim party REACH will arrive at
the pool at 3pm. Parents are
welcome to join us for the $4 cost of admission for
themselves to the pool. If you are a resident of the
Clearwater, the cost is $3. REACH kids will need
$3 for the field trip, a swim suit, towel, and sun
block. FCD will provide pizza for parents and children who RSVP with Jennifer or Caitlyn. Parents
who are not attending are asked to pick up their
child at the pool and NOT at CBE as usual. The
address is 51 Bay Esplanade, Clearwater.
April was blooming with fun. The children
pulled weeds and planted a new flower garden at
REACH outside the portable. The children each
helped pull out the old dead plants and replace
them with both potted plants and seeds. The seeds
have already sprouted to zinnia plants. On April
18th, the REACH kids took a trip to the Coast Guard
Clearwater Air Field and learned about the jumbo
jet and rescue helicopters that the coast guard
operates and how they assist people involved in

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

water emergencies. The group was given a
tour of both aircrafts and the equipment that is
used on board each to assist the rescue
swimmers in saving people’s lives. A great
thanks to Lt. Michael Allert for setting up a
date and time for the children to come to the
base and patiently answering the many
questions that the kids had as they sat in the
helicopter. Thanks as well to airman Andrew
for his patience and tour of the jumbo jet.

unique skills to better our
services, and we sincerely
appreciate them.
Our Volunteer/Donor Dinner was a success thanks to
The Event Hall in Largo, who
donated the lovely space.
and Carrabbas who provided
a discount on dinner for 60 guests. Franklin Smith
performed an ASL rendition of “True Colors” and
long-time participants Erika Cook, Brianna Kelley,
and Jonathan Chapman gave testimonials about
FCD’s impact on their lives.

On April 25th, FCD celebrated our generous
volunteers and donors who are a vital resource
to our agency. Many return year after year to
work in our after school programs and events
including REACH, tutoring, and camps. Our
volunteers are like family to our students and
staff, and without them, FCD would not be able
to offer the quality programs and events we
organize each year. Volunteers bring their

Joshua Barber
and Jill Radford
were honored as
“All Star”
Volunteers and
attended the
event with their
families.
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Many of our teens participated in the FCD Spring
Picnic on April 7th. Participants and
guests were invited to a bbq lunch,
games, and an egg hunt to celebrate
the Easter season. It was a gorgeous
day at Walsingham Park and a great time to socialize
and play. Many thanks to parents who donated food
and special thanks to Josh Barber, who not only generously donated delicious food to our event, but also expertly manned the grill.
On Friday, May 4th, teens are
participating in the Cross Bayou Elementary
School Carnival. Middle and high school
students are encouraged to volunteer to earn
credit toward summer camp programs.
Transportation to and from the carnival will be
provided from the FCD office at 4pm.
On Saturday, May 12th, teens are invited to the Safety Harbor Library from 2pm-5pm to celebrate the D/hh students who are graduating from middle and high school. This is a fabulous ceremony to
honor not only Pinellas County graduates but also our graduates who reside in Pinellas County but attend
the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind. FCD works tirelessly to support these students and help them
achieve their academic goals. Join us to celebrate their graduation. RSVP: Franklin@fcdpinellas.org.

Optimist Club Sponsors Local and State-Wide
Speech Competition
Pinellas County D/hh middle and high school students participated in
the annual Optimist Club speech competition. This is a great opportunity
for students to practice public speaking skills. This year’s theme was
“My Roots in Optimism,” and each student had five minutes to share
how they learned the value of having a positive perspective. Several
students had the audience in tears as they discussed how they
overcame challenges due to communication and hearing barriers, and
struggles with peers. Many of the students reflected on the vital role
their family, sports, and the community played in helping them
maintain hope even in the midst of difficult trials. Three FCD
participants: Taylor Radford, Micah Engelman, and Javin
Smereczynsky placed 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place and have an
opportunity to compete at the state level in Orlando for a
$2500 college scholarship.
In April, Girl Squad met for a discussion on
mental health, personal hygiene, and self
care. The last Girl Squad for the school year
will be May 17th. The topic for this
final session will be a relaxation and spa
session.
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May 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16,

May 4th: Cross Bayou Carnival
Middle School: Mon & Wed 4pm-6pm
May 2, 7, 9, 14, 16
High School: Tues & Thurs 2pm-4pm
May 1, 3, 8, 10, 15
May 4 NO TEEN SOCIAL
(Cross Bayou Carnival)
May 11 Teen Social @ FCD 2-6 p.m.
May 17 Girl Squad 4-6 p.m.
May 18 Teen Social @ FCD 2-6 p.m.
May 25 NO TEEN SOCIAL
May 26 End of School Celebration

In-Kind Donations
Clearwater Coast Guard Air Base
Kristi Dris
Volunteers
Robin Alexandratos
Josh Barber
Kelly Barrie
Dana Cechnicki
Johnathan Chapman
Kameryn Cherry
Rachel Demetriou
Kristi Dris
Bella Engelman
Micha Engelman
Shaylee Farnsworth
Brian Giddins
Leslie Giley
Ricky Gnatowsky

Julie Halifax
Adam Hennessey
Brianna Kelley
Kristie Killibrew
Tyna Kim
Marin Kirwin
Missy Maddox
Jeanne Million
Olivia Moore
Sirenna Petty
Ally Ray
Jill Radford
Taylor Radford
Stephanie Rickenburg
Hannah Rutherford
Gavin Simon
Dennis Sofr
Missy Williams
Daphne Woodham

D/HH Graduation
CEREMONY

Location: Safety Harbor Library

Day: Saturday, May 12
Time: 2pm-5pm

D/HH Middle School Math Team
Places in the Top 10 at RIT!

Family Center on Deafness Staff
Julie Church Executive Director
Kathy Kemp Office Manager
Jennifer Boggess Lead Youth/Family Support Specialist
Franklin Smith Youth/Family Support Specialist
Addie Osmar Youth/Family Support Specialist
Caitlyn Dollar Youth /Family Support Assistant
Beth Engelman Parent Support Specialist
Sally Shortz Program Support Specialist
Dawn Varner Employment Specialist
Gwen Sand FTRI Supervisor
Lisa Kingston FTRI Equipment/Distribution Specialist
Tracy Kasch Staff Technology/Curriculum Specialist

Congratulations to the D/HH
Fitzgerald Middle School Students who
competed at Rochester Institute of
Technology in NY and placed in the top 10
out of 39 teams in the nation. 7th grader
Drew Hornyak won the highest rank award
out of all 160 students.

