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Check our website 

for latest news and            

announcements! 

. 

MISSION STATEMENT     

The FAMILY CENTER  on 

DEAFNESS  empowers 

Pinellas County families with 

deaf or hard of hearing 

members by providing 

programs and services to 

promote communication and  

independence. 

Tips For A Successful school year 

It’s back to school time! Let’s 
make the 2018-2019 school year 
a success for you and your     
children. Here are some tips to 
help your deaf/hard of hearing 
child succeed this school year. 

#1. Meet the teachers  

This is a great way to get to know 
the environment which your child 
will be learning in. It’s also good 
to meet with the teachers to     
discuss what’s best for your child 
and how they can help. It’s a 
good idea to share some deaf 
awareness tips. 

#2. support                      

Make sure your child gets the 
right support for their needs and 
accommodations. Children who 
are deaf/hard of hearing can be 
entitled to support in class, such 
as a note taker, interpreter or 
classroom assistant. This can be 
discussed with school prior to a 
new school year. Without support, 
deaf children can struggle in 
classroom situations and it can 
impact their grades and they 
might not achieve their full       
potential. 

Read through your child’s IEP at 
least once a year.  

#3. review iep                        

Read through your child’s IEP in 
the beginning of the school year  
and request changes if  neces-
sary. Needs are always changing. 

#4. Self-advocate                  

Self-advocacy can go a long way in 
starting school on the right foot. If 
your child is familiar with their goals, 
accommodations and strategies for 
self-advocacy, they are better able to 
explain their technology and needs 
to teachers and peers, laying the 
foundation for good communication 
throughout the school year. 

#5. Stay organized                 

It’s important to remember you are a 
key member of your child’s IEP/504 
team. Preparing, maintaining and 
updating your child’s IEP/504 binder 
helps you to stay current on testing, 
goals and accommodations. It also 
enables you to keep track of other 
key team members and your      
communication with them over time.  

#6. get involved                      

Attend sign language classes,     
Parent Network meeting, activities 
and/or Focus Group to meet other 
parents and foster the needs of your 
child at home.  

September 2018 

Parent Focus Group  

If you would like to meet other       

parents and help determine        

workshops and activities for the  

2018-19 school year, join us for this 

discussion group! 

Friday, August 31, 2018 

10-11am (bagels provided) 

Einstein Bagel 5395 E. Bay Dr.  

Clearwater          

RSVP:  Dana@fcdpinellas.org 

 



Page 2  

Middle/High School Tutoring 

    FCD provides tutoring for all subjects for         

Pinellas County Deaf/HH middle and high school 

students on Tuesdays and Thursdays (when 

school is in session). High school tutoring hours 

are from  2-4pm, and middle school hours are 

from 4:30 –6 p.m. 

  Our first day of tutoring is September 11th.       

Parents must attend a mandatory Open House   

session on  September 6th to complete paper 

work prior to student participation. 

   If you have any questions contact Franklin or 

Addie. 

 

Teen Scene is a 

fun, weekly activity 

for all Deaf/HH 

teens.  Students 

will enjoy social time with their friends from 

school and will also participate in team building 

and group discussions. Social time is at the 

FCD main office 12445 62nd St. #303, Largo. 

Once a month, there is a Teen Scene field trip 

which usually happens on Saturday.  

September   - 

7th (Friday):  NO TEEN SCENE  

14th (Friday):  NO TEEN SCENE   

15th (Saturday): Back to School Celebration 

12pm – 4pm 9 (locatation TBA) 

21th (Friday): Teen Scene 2pm – 6pm  

28th (Friday):  Teen Scene 2pm – 6pm  

   GIRL SQUAD is a special 

group for girls from 5th through 

12th grade. On the last Thursday 

of each  month, this girls only 

group meets with Addie and  

other FCD staff to learn new 

skills and have “girl talk” about issues that matter 

to them. Girl Squad’s first  meeting of the 2018-19 

school year will be  on Sept 27th 4-6 (tutoring will 

be canceled). To join the “squad”   contact Addie 

at 727-403-5711 or  addie@fcdpinellas.org. 

 ASL Music 

Video Camp 

  This summer  

middle school 

teens participated 

in an ASL Music & 

Film Summer   

Program. The 

teens learned 

about English->ASL interpretation, and some    

basics on filming and photography. They worked 

on creating an ASL music video of  the Imagine 

Dragons’ song “Whatever It Takes.” The students 

had a blast and learned how much practice,      

patience, and teamwork it takes to create a video.  

     

   There will be a Mandatory Parent Open House 

on September 6th at 5:00 p.m. for  middle 

and high school students participating in FCD 

tutoring for the 2018-19 school year.   

 We will tour FCD facilities and show you all the 

changes we’ve made over the summer. MEET 

your case managers/staff. LEARN about our    

programs and all the benefits that FCD can      

provide help your child succeed in school.  

  We will also have other resources, and materi-

als available and refreshments will be provided. 

Please RSVP to Franklin at                            

franklin@fcdpinellas.org  727-235-6281 (voice)  

727-674-3685 (text) or Addie@fcdpinellas.org 

727-403-5711 (Voice and Text).  
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 begins September 4th! If you are not familiar with this   

program, REACH is an after-school program offered 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday at Cross Bayou   

Elementary School for any Deaf/ Hard of Hearing, CODA, 

or sibling who is enrolled in K-5th grade in any school in 

Pinellas County.  

   At REACH the focus is on developing and nurturing healthy and     

appropriate social emotional and problem solving skills. FCD staff and 

volunteers assist with homework on Tuesdays and Thursdays. On 

Wednesdays, we have engaged learning in the form of arts and crafts, 

science, team building activities and field trips.  

   Tutoring is also offered through a certified teacher of the Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing. Exposure to sign language occurs during a relaxed 

group dynamic and most children demonstrate increased social and 

emotional skills through participation. Tuesdays are for Kindergarten 

through 2nd grade youth. Wednesdays are for all elementary school 

children and Thursdays are for 3rd through 5th grade students. Space is 

limited especially on Wednesdays. Please contact Jennifer Boggess 

jennifer@fcdpinellas.org to enroll your child for the 2018-19 school year. 

Transportation home can be arranged.  

      FCD had a summer vacation jam packed with activity. First in June 

students went to Don’t Sweat, Get Wet camp . Campers attended local 

area swim spots such as Ross Norton Recreation and Aquatic Center, 

Splash Harbor, Caladesi Island, and Weeki Wachi. The children 

learned to dive off diving boards and took a ferry boat out to the island.   

   At the last minute, we learned Camp Warrior in Tallahassee had 

closed its doors, and Jennifer Boggess, Caitlyn Dollar, Marquez        

Robinson, and Josh Barber scrambled to put together a local “mini 

sleep away camp” at KOA in Madeira Beach. Campers stayed in     

cabins, cooked out, swam, went to the Florida Aquarium, saw 

“Incredibles 2”, and had a camp fire, smores and storytelling despite a 

very wet weekend. The kids wrapped up the fun at Splash Harbor    

water park with both indoor mini golf, and swimming.   

  ASL Interpreter Amber Galloway Gallego, Kelly Kurdi, Rocco         

Lauricella, and Shaheem Sanchez presented ASL music camp         

July 9-13. Students of all ages learned how to sign, dance and make 

videos of themselves enjoying music. Campers learned  lyrics, rhythm, 

and choreography. At the end of the week,  campers presented a   

showcase performance at St. Petersburg College. Special thanks to 

Deaf Literacy Center, and SPC for their contributions to the week. Also, 

to Nicole Cordeau for  donating an Airbnb for the ASL Music Camp 

team. 

A flier will be 

sent home with 

your child about 

our first field trip 

on September 19th.  

Please join us on August 30th 

from 3:30-5pm in the portable at 

Cross Bayou Elementary for a 

MANDATORY open house. 

Come complete your             

registration to secure your 

child’s spot. 



 

Did you know FCD provides Employment Services? 

   In addition to all the other great programs FCD offers for children and their families, we also partner 

the Florida Department Education’s Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services (VR). 

   This summer, FCD provided its second annual Youth Pre-Employment Training. Fourteen      stu-

dents between the ages of 14-21 completed a week packed full of job exploration, college  prepara-

tion, workplace readiness, self-advocacy, company tours, professional presenters, and real work ex-

perience with our new neighbors Heaven Dropt.   VR provided two interpreters for the entire week and 

we had many hands on volunteers to help us provide this great workshop.  

On the Job Training (OJT)  

Do you want your teen to get a head in the game of 

life?  FCD will be providing On the Job Training for 

high school students and young adults. OJT will 

pay full wages while allowing students to gain valu-

able work      experience and building their  re-

sumes. The average training period is 3 

months.   FCD will coordinate a job site and your 

student will be responsible for showing up on time, 

doing their best job, and turning in a time sheet to 

us weekly.  Contact dawn@fcdpinellas.org or     

727-452-3040 to learn more about this opportunity.  

Pre-Employment Training  

In addition to the OJT experience, FCD can also provide Pre-Employment Training geared specifically 

toward your students' needs.  Even if they participated in the Summer Youth Program, there is so 

much more to learn.  Please consider doing this afterschool, weekends, or holiday breaks.  We want 

all our FCD teens and young adults to have the skills they need to be successful after high school.    

Welcome New FCD Staff 

Welcome to Dana 

Cechnicki, FCD’s new  

part-time Parent     

Support Specialist.   

Dana is new to the   

position but not new to 

FCD. She and her   

family have been active 

participants since   

moving to Pinellas  

County in 2013.  Dana 

attended SUNY     

Plattsburgh  where she 

received a bachelors 

degree in Sociology and Criminal Justice. She is 

also the mother of  six-year-old Theo,  who is hard 

of hearing.  

Lisa Kingston also    

recently joined FCD, 

working in the Amplified 

telephone and equipment 

distribution program. Af-

ter  owning a restaurant 

for 15 years, Lisa wanted 

a change in careers to 

spend more time with her husband, Gary, and 

daughters Terra & Samantha. In December 

2017, she graduated with her AS degree in 

Sign Language Interpreting from SPC. Before 

joining the staff, Lisa volunteered at FCD as 

well as completing her Internship in the 

REACH program. Her hopes are to continue 

working at FCD and, in the future, expand her 

career into the Interpreting field.  



Family Center on Deafness Staff 

 
Julie Church Executive Director   

Kathy Kemp Office Manager 

Jennifer Boggess Lead Support Specialist               

Franklin Smith Youth/Family Support Specialist 

Addie Osmar Youth/Family Support Specialist 

Caitlyn Dollar Youth /Family Support Asst. 

Dana Cechnicki Parent Support Specialist                           

Sally Shortz Program Support Specialist 

Dawn Varner EmploymentSpecialist 

Gwen Sand  FTRI Supervisor 

Lisa Kingston FTRI Distribution/Outreach 

Tracy Kasch Program Support Specialist 

Volunteers 

Kimberly Albury 

Michayla Ashley 

Josh Barber 

Betti Bonni              

Bragon Boyles 

Dana Cechnicki     

Debbie Connors     

Chris Crooks           

Rachel Demetriou 

Holly Dillon 

Terri Wellman Dobson 

Kayla Elison            

Edgar Garnica 

Juli Halifax 

Katie Killebrew 

Angelica LeBron      

Anna Marquez 

Carrie Moore 

Charles Moore 

Nancy Page 

Allyson Ray 

Hannah Rutherford 

Kristin Schnackenberg 

Denice Simmons 

Brianna Varner 

Katie Vetter            

Benjamin Wallace                

Cindy Wathen 

In Kind Donations: 

Nicole Cordeau                    

Nicky Macias and the USF 

Signing Bulls                         

St. Petersburg College—

Beth Carlson /Rosa          

Rodriguez                    

Splash Harbor                         

Josh Barber                        

KOA of Madeira Beach 

Rene Vojnovic                                 

Financial Contributions 

Ester Floresca                     
Leonard Bartos             
Isabella Manor, LLC              
Thomas/Lorraine Parsons 
Rose Barlin, MD                    
Avelita Dela Cruz                    
Charlotte Rosaupan                    
Liberato/Cecilia Chu  
Hong Truong, R.Ph. 

September Events 

MS/HS Open House—9/6 

MS/HS Tutoring—9/11, 13, 18,20,25,27 

REACH Open House—8/30 

REACH - 
9/4,5,6,11,12,13,18,19,20,25,26,27 

Academic Bowl— 9/17,19,24,26 

Girl Squad— 9/27 (no MS tutoring) 

Franklin Smith and Addie Osmar took a group of 15 teens on 

the trip of a lifetime for Teen Leadership Adventure Camp. The 

campers traveled to Tellico Plains, TN, where they enjoyed 

rock climbing, waterfalls, white water rafting and other fun 

team building activities in the great outdoors. It rained some, 

but they still had a great time. 



When: Wednesday, September 19th, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Where: First United Methodist Church, 
Dunedin 

421 Main Street (Fellowship Hall behind 
church) 

RSVP by September 17th 

Dana@fcdpinellas.org 

 Signed Stories 

 Crafts 

 Meet New Friends 

 Parent Resources 

Join us for a screening of the new documentary special “Deaf Out Loud”. This show 

follows three predominantly deaf families as they raise their families in a hearing 

world. With many differing opinions on how deaf children “should” be raised swirling 

in the social consciousness, these families work to forge their own paths forward 

and combat the daily social stigmas that many Deaf/HH people face. After the 

show, we will have some guest speakers who will share their experiences growing 

up deaf, and a discussion of reactions to the show. 

Thursday, September 13th 

5:30 p.m. @FCD 

12445 62nd Street #303 

Largo 

Pizza and Child 

Care Provided 

RSVP: dana@fcdpinellas.org OR 727-403-0553 


