
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The Statewide Guardian ad Litem Program presented one of our Volunteer’s, Lisa Chassey with the 
Guardian of the Year award at the Specialized Advocacy for Children Symposium.  Lisa is a terrific 
volunteer who always made herself available to make a real difference in her assigned children’s 
lives.  One of the biggest hurdles our kids face is being isolated from siblings, family members, and 
the community.  The first chart shows the interactions of a 10 year old child in the community who 

is in foster care and the second chart shows the interactions for a child in the community who is not in foster care. As 
you can see our kids are isolated from the community that will need to support them as they grow and eventually leave 
the system.  

1                      2  
Lisa did everything she could to make sure her kids were given every opportunity to interact with people outside the 
“system”.  Lisa introduced her kids to activities and experiences that many children will never enjoy. Some of the things 
Lisa did was drive the boys to build bikes at Jack the Bike Man’s shop every Tuesday from 3-5pm for 6 weeks. The boys 
built their own bikes. Lisa participated by building a bike for the youngest girl. She took the girls to look at Christmas 
lights and then for painting and pizza at a local artist in Lake Worth. They painted snowmen on canvas and had pizza. 
Lisa took all 6 kids to the beach for a picnic lunch (sub sandwiches) and then took pictures of them, printed them, 
framed them, and wrapped them to give their parents for Christmas 2018. She took the kids to an escape room in 
Jupiter, Mind Quest and they all participated in a haunted escape room. She got two of the girl’s extremely discounted 
tuition ($1,000 for both instead of $4k it costs) for a competitive cheerleading team and requested for DCF and GAL to 
cover the remaining charges. She helped the girls fundraise for the team by selling (& buying) pizza cards and golf 
tournaments and even drove them to practice whenever they needed a ride.  She took the boys to Gumbo Limbo nature 
center when they had a day off school, so they weren’t just sitting home all day.  One of the girls is interested in horses 
and in the criminal justice/ROTC program. Lisa scheduled a tour of the mounted police force for the child to experience 
and helped her learn about horses.  This is just a fraction of all the activities she did with the children so that they would 
have wonderful experience and broaden their view of the community and the world.  Most of the activities the children 
participated in were fully donated or partially donated all because Lisa just asked!  Please congratulate Lisa on her 
awesome achievement we love you and support you as you make a difference in your kids’ lives.     
 MICHELLE 
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Hello, all. 

 
 Now that we have passed our third-year anniversary using Optima (since June 2016), we’ve seen a wide range 
of information entered in contact logs for child visitation entries. Some are short and to the point but relaying 
appropriate information on children. Some are lengthy but providing the relevant context, history or back 
story, when necessary, on the children, their families, and their placements; as you know, good 
documentation with pertinent information and content is important so that we can take what you provide us 
and together continue to make informed advocacy recommendations. Other entries, sadly, only give a line or 
two, essentially noting a time and day a child was seen, leaving out necessary information on how exactly the 
children are faring in their current situation or circumstance.    Once upon a time, we had the paper tear-off 
tablets of the CHILD VISITATION FORM that you filled out after each visit and sent to your CAM to include in 
the old paper files. Many of you are familiar with this form from the Pre-Service training class, as it is included 
in the handouts, I review on Day 2. The form includes some of the following essential areas of information that 
you’ll want to be sure you ask about on your visits with children: 
 

✓ Location of visit (home with Parent, Foster Home, Relative, School, Daycare); 
✓ Name of Caregiver/Parent/Foster Parent and other individuals present in the home (you may ask who 

is present if you don’t know); 
✓ How did the children appear and whether you saw the child’s sleeping area; 
✓ Whether there are concerns with the placement or concerns about the Caregiver; 
✓ Whether the Caregiver/Foster Parent/Parent is expressing any concerns with the child; 
✓ What medications, if any, the child is on, and whether there are side effects for the child; 
✓ Whether the child wants to attend Court, or have you report information to the Court for him or her; 
✓ Whether there are school (or daycare) concerns, or other academic concerns, change of school,  or 

evaluation or other school-related needs; 
✓ Whether all needed therapeutic and/or medical services are  in place and if any additional services 

should be recommended; 
✓  Whether visitation with siblings and parents alike is occurring as ordered by the Court. 

 
These questions and more are prudent guidelines to help you capture a bigger slice of the picture of a 
child’s needs, safety requirements and overall functioning. And not every visit must have the entire list 
answered if no relevant changes have occurred. But do, please, remember to tell us about the children 
you advocate for in words and language that describes the special and unique individuals that you have 
the pleasure to advocate for! (If you need copies of the CHILD VISITATION FORM, stop by to see me on 
your next trip to Court.)    

    liz 
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Filling in the GAP 

What GAP you say? The understanding of the new Guardianship Assistance Program or the 
GAP, of course!  There is a new Program that is going to try to replace relative caregiver funds. 
Florida Statute 39.6225 sets out the parameters for our new Guardianship Assistance Program, 

which changes the way we look at Permanent Guardianships.  This law requires that the department provide a program 
for payments to relatives, next of kin and fictive kin of our children.  In order to apply for the payment, the child must be 
placed with a guardian approved by the court.  The court must grant legal custody. The guardian must be licensed to 
care for the child.  The child must be placed with the relative for six months.  The caregiver must identify a successor 
guardian in the event they are unable to continue as caregiver.  
The most notable change is that the relative must be licensed.  The relative must go through a course in order to get 
licensed to be eligible for the program. This course will be four hours of training. Once completed the caregiver will 
receive a foster care board rate. This payment is separate from relative care funds and a Guardian may not receive both 
payments.  The payment will be $4000 annual ($333 per month). This is higher than the nonrelative caregiver funds 
which range between $242-$298.  
 
Some other benefits of the GAP are that under this program the child receives Medicaid benefits until 18 or 21 if eligible 
for extension of the GAP. The child receives Tuition and fee exemption for students in foster care.  There is also a 
onetime fee of up to $2000 to assist with the costs of establishing a permanent guardianship. Also, the caregivers do not 
need to reside in Florida to receive the payment. 
The eligibility is evaluated annually to see if the child and caregiver still qualify.  The funds can be terminated if the child 
is absent from the home for more than 60 days. There are waivers for certain circumstances such as medical issues, 
juvenile detention or school attendance. 

So, who qualifies? It is pretty broad. 
Relatives: Persons related to the child by whole or half blood or by adoption. Grandparents, great grandparents, sibling, 
first cousin, aunt, uncle, great aunt, great uncle, Niece or Nephew. 

Fictive Kin: A person who is not related to the child by birth or marriage but can claim a close emotional relationship 
with the child.  Godparents or close family friends. 

Nonrelatives: A person who is not related to the child through birth or marriage but has an existing relationship with the 
child or family.  Teachers, neighbors, coaches. 

An important thing to note is that the caregiver must receive 6 consecutive months of foster care board payments prior 
to discharge to Permanent guardianship to qualify.  You do not automatically qualify just by being licensed. Caregivers 
do not need to be licensed before being placed. They may do the process while the child is placed with them. Payments 
terminate when the child turns 18 or earlier if the relative is no longer determined to be eligible. 

 So, if your child is placed and the caregiver wants these benefits try to get them to get qualified as soon as possible, 
especially if you know the case is going to close permanent guardianship! 
KATHLEEN 
 
 

       

  

Legal On Line with Kathleen Clendining, Esq. 
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THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF RECRUITMENT 
 
 

  

   The blast furnace of summer is upon us in South Florida, as well as here in the 15th Circuit of 
the Guardian ad Litem Program. The C15 Recruitment Department is trying to stay cool, but 
we hosted a very large Pre-Service Training Class for the month of June to keep the heat on us. 
Of course, that is the type of heat we GAL recruiters enjoy!  

Looking back on the past 3 months, we have been quite busy and HOT on the community 
front! We have set up our GAL table at trade shows, attended luncheons and other 
presentations, addressed men’s and women’s civic groups and Rotaries and so much more, all 
in the name of recruitment. We have new donation drives in the works and more to plan.   

On the horizon, many trainings have been set up for the volunteers, and if you can believe, we 
are already discussing our many upcoming toy drives for the holidays. Any ideas, please let us 
know. We welcome any help and new ideas you may have. 

We will not have a pre-training class in July but will be back in August, the 10th and the 17th 
here in the courthouse. Recruiting doesn’t ever stop though! If any of our wonderful 
volunteers need marketing brochures to leave out in the public or hang on community bulletin 
boards, please give us a call and we will get you anything you may need to help us SPREAD THE 
WORD.  

We thank each and every volunteer for all you do for the Guardian ad Litem program and the 
kids. Without you, our Voice would not be there. 

 
 
Christie Geltz & Ken Gotlib 
Community Relations Managers/Recruiters 
561-355-6224   christie.geltz@gal.fl.gov  //  ken.gotlib@gal.fl.gov  
 
  

Fifteenth Judicial Circuit 
Recruitment Team 



 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 
 

What is a Staffing in the World of Child Welfare? 
 

 
In your role as a Guardian ad Litem volunteer, you have probably heard the word “staffing” 
quite a bit.  Simply put, a staffing is a meeting.  Within the world of  dependency  there are 
many different staffings.  Some of the most commonly scheduled staffing’s, within the 
dependency area, that you would be invited to attend, are PSS and CSS Staffings.   A PSS 
(Permanency Staffing) is a meeting held at ChildNet, usually a month prior to the Judicial 
Review Hearing.  This staffing is to make sure everything is ready and  in order for the Hearing.  
As it is ChildNet’s staffing, they are the ones who decide who to invite to attend. 
A CSS (Child Specific Staffing) is also held at ChildNet.  This meeting is scheduled when a child, 
who may have mental health problems,  that is not being addressed in the traditional foster 
home or relative placement, requires a higher level of care.  This staffing will often involve the 
caregivers, GAL, and any other providers already working with the child.   
Reunification Staffings are scheduled by Children’s Home Society when the case manager 
believes the children are ready to be safely reunified with their parent.  At this time, the home 
situation is discussed as well as all concerns for reunification.  The parents and the GAL are 
involved in this staffing. 
Within the Guardian ad Litem Program, we also conduct staffings.  The GAL is an important 
member of these meetings.  The GAL team consist of the GAL, the Child Advocate Manager, 
and the Best Interest Attorney.  When there is a concern regarding the child/ren within our 
case assignment, we can meet to discuss the best avenue, as a team,  if it is not something 
that just you and your CAM can address.  Sometimes staffings are also held to discuss pending 
motions or legal goal changes.  
When any member on the team is not in agreement with the other two team members on an 
aspect involving the child, we would have an internal staffing that is called a Tier 2 staffing.  
These are scheduled to include, in addition to the team members, their supervisors,  and the 
Program and Circuit Directors.  During this meeting, a decision is made regarding the child’s 
best interest,  as well as what is legally feasible.   

 
 
 
CAM II ‘s:     Jackie Bone - 355-1776 –  jackie.bone@gal.fl.gov  
                      Shari Calderwood – 355 -6221 –  shari.calderwood@gal.fl.gov 
            
 
 

News, Notes, and Quotes From the 15th 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HELLO TO ALL OUR GALS: 
 
 
 
Speak Up for Kids wants to thank all our amazing GALs as well as all Child Advocacy Managers, 

Supervisors, and each support staff member for all the work you do each day. You serve on the front lines 
in a war that should never have to be fought; the war to rescue children from abuse. 

 
We know it can be disheartening to see case after case of a child's love taken for granted by a parent or other 

trusted adult. But still, your arm yourselves and enter the fight because you understand what is at stake. A 
life. A life whose path can be significantly changed by the intervention of a caring adult. And we know that as 
hard as the work is, and as much as you gear up and go into the battlefield, it can seem daunting; as if there is 
a never-ending flow of innocents to be protected and advocated for. Take heart. Your work is not in vain. You 
are making a difference. Children are overcoming tremendous obstacles, finding forever families, getting 
necessary therapeutic support, healing and thriving because of all YOU do. 

 
Take a moment to revel in the positive impact you make each day because you made a commitment to Speak 

Up for Kids. 
 
There are so many ways to advocate and truly everyone can do something. If you have friends, colleagues, 

family members, or you belong to a professional organization or other membership association that is 
interested in sowing positive seeds and doing the most good, please connect them with our team. We will 
share all the ways in which volunteers and donors can unite with us to not only reach the goal of 100% 
advocacy, but to also ensure that normalcy needs are met for the close to 1,600 children involved in 
dependency cases in our county. 

 
And for you, our boots on the ground warriors, understand that we are your home base. If you've identified a 

need, but have been unsuccessful locating appropriate resources, call us. We are here to support you. You are 
never alone in striving to make things better for our most vulnerable. 

 
To keep with the great things happening at Speak Up For Kids follow us on our www.facebook.com/SpeakUpForKidsofPBC. We 

are always looking for ways to get the word out about Speak Up For Kids/Guardian ad Litem Program and welcome any 
opportunity to present to your group or business. 

 
Coleen LaCosta 
Executive Director 
Speak Up for Kids of Palm Beach County, Inc. 
coleen@SpeakUpforKidsPBC.org 
561-408-7779 

Reaching 100% ADVOCACY for EVERY CHILD abused, abandoned or neglected in our community. 
 
 
 
 

 

SPEAK UP FOR KIDS 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

THE BOOK FOR THE MONTH OF JULY IS: 
TO THE END OF JUNE: 

The Intimate Life of American Foster Care –by Cris Beam. 
 

  Who are the children of foster care? What, as a country, do we owe them? 
    Chris Beam, a foster mother herself, spent five years immersed in the world 

 of foster care, looking into these questions and tracing firsthand stories.         
The result is To the End of June, an unforgettable portrait that takes us 
deep inside the lives of foster children in their search for a stable, loving 

      family. 
    Beams shows us the intricacies of growing up in the system …the back-and- 
   forth with agencies; the rootless shuffling between homes; the emotionally 

     charged tug between foster and birth parents; the terrifying push out of 
     foster care and into adulthood. Humanizing and challenging a broken 

 system, To the End of June offers a tribute to resiliency and hope for real 
change. 

    
   
R   RSVP – Ellen Kranzler – bibliophile6452@comcast.net // 561-355-4511 
     
       . 

 
 
 

Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Guardian Ad Litem 
Book Club 

GAL Book Club  will meet 

Tuesday –July 16th, 2019 
HAGEN RANCH RD BRANCH 
14350 HAGEN RANCH RD,  
DELRAY – 894 -7500 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 GAL Book Club will meet 

Thursday -July  18th 2019 
GARDENS BRANCH 
11303 CAMPUS DRIVE 
PALM BEACH GARDENS 
626-6133   /  5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Please note the  new meeting dates. 



 

                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                      
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Follow here to stay in-the-know about being a mom in Palm Beach: 
Christen Thompson; who lives in Palm Beach; is a member of the Florida 
Bar; has two young boys; a husband who is a professional golfer; and is a 
volunteer with Guardian ad Litem. 
She wrote in a palm beach moms blog –“ Although the summer has 
officially started  and we are now in June, the month of May was Foster 
Care Awareness Month. One great way to support foster children and 
families in our community, is to volunteer your time with the Guardian ad 
Litem Program. If you don’t have time for volunteering right now, another 
great way to help is donate your gently used baby and kids’ items to 
organizations like Speak Up for Kids or Place of Hope, whose missions it is 
to provide for the needs of local children in Palm Beach County.  A 
Guardian ad Litem is a volunteer who is appointed by the court, to advocate 
for the needs of children in the dependency system, which is the process 
families go through after suffering abuse or neglect.  In order to volunteer , 
you must be 21 years old, and attend a training that is paid for by the 
program.  Next, you are responsible  to visit the child or children on your 
case at least once a month, to attend court hearings about once every six 
months, and to submit a report to the court based on your observations.  
The Guardian ad Litem Program is part of a larger nationwide system called 
the Court Appointed Special Advocate Program or CASA.  It is made up of 
staff members and trained volunteers.  In Florida, it is referred to as 
Guardian ad Litem, and in Palm Beach is part of the Fifteenth Judicial 
Circuit.” 
 
 

*********************************************  
If you would like to submit an opinion; a GAL story; a concern; a criticism; a suggestion for a different procedure; (signed or 
unsigned) please email to Ellen Kranzler at bibliophile6452@comcast.net. 
 

GAL VOLUNTEERS 
     OPINION PAGE 
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Kathryn McNair 
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May             Joseph Vaccarello 
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           Christie Geltz 
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Yvette Alston 
Spicer 

 
April 

Barbara Wiston 
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Brian Berkowitz 
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Gray Thomas 
 

April 
Beth Seraikas 
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Peggy 
Wenger 

 
 
 
 

 

GALs of the Month 

Congratulations to all the GALs 
and staff members chosen to be 

the finest of the month 

 S/JA –TEAMs 
JK –TEAM 

JO–TEAM 
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