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    Monthly visitations are a hot topic in our office right now. As everyone knows we are required to visit 
children monthly and as we stressed in your Pre-Service training that the only way to really get to know what is in your child’s best 
interest is to get to know the child through visitations and meaningful interactions. 
What things do you want to find out during your visit s  and what to put into Optima? 
  

 When, where, and what! 
 What date did the visit  occur? 
 Who was at the visit (mom, dad, foster parent etc.)?  

If you visit at the school make sure it’s not during important classes, it can be embarrassing for a child  to be pulled out of 
class (remember when you were a kid and you got called to the principal’s office). Also, aftercare programs may be a great 
time to see kids, you can help with the homework.  

 Was the visit announced or unannounced?  
 The best notes include your observations like:  
 How did the child look (was he/she clean, did their clothes look washed etc...). 

Did the child seem happy? What was the child’s emotional state? 
 What were the interactions between the child and caregiver or the child and school personnel?  

Are there other kids in the home and if so, how do those interactions go? 
 Is the child involved in therapy?  

If so, have you spoken directly with the therapist? (Don’t rely on the case manager for updates ... we should be 
independently verifying information to report to the court).  

 Is the child receiving speech or physical therapy? How often and is there progress being made, if not do 
         we need a different therapist. 
 How is the child doing in school? 
        Does the child have any special needs?  
        Have you spoken to the teacher?  Did you know you can set up a conference with the teacher? 
        Does the child have an IEP/ 504 and if not, should they have one? Did you know that you can attend the IEP?  
        Did you know we have trainings on how to be an educational surrogate, so that  you can best help a  child with special  
         needs?  
         Does the child need tutoring, if so please let the case manager and your CAM know so we can set up tutoring ASAP.  
  Is the child enrolled in any after school activities? You know one of the most harmful things we can do 
         is isolate our kids from a normal life (kids in foster care do not have as many contacts with the  
          “outside world” as children not in the dependency system). See familyfinding.org. (see Liz Lieber’s article.)  
   Is the child on any medications, if so what kind and how much? What is being treated? Has 

  medication consultation happened? Are there any side effects? Have they been reported to the doctor?  
   Does the child have any siblings and if so, are they visiting?  
   Is the child visiting the parents; how often, where, and how long are the visits?  
   Should they be supervised or unsupervised? 

  Do you know we have a new visitation center and visits can happen at the zoo or science museum? 
          How are the interactions with the child?  Make sure you document all interactions with the parents.  
 Of course, don’t forget to have fun with the child as you are definitely making a difference in that child’s life.  

 
If you have any questions or need assistance entering notes into Optima, please let your CAM know so they can assist you.  
P.S. please make sure you enter the visit  note before the end of the month... Your CAM will love you.  

Sincerely,  Michelle Canaday 

 

Editor: Ellen Kranzler, 561-355-4511, ellen.kranzler@gal.fl.gov 

Insights from Michelle Canaday, Esq. 
                                                           Executive Director. 15th Circuit 



 

 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                 
                          
 
 
Hello, and Happy Spring! 
 
I want to take a minute to introduce the Family Finding model, developed by author Kevin 
Campbell whose core beliefs consist of the concept that every child has family and they can 
be found if we try. Mr. Campbell also believes that the harm kids experience as a result of 
the loneliness and social isolation of living in out-of-home care, and the necessity and 
importance of establishing and maintaining connections to others, is directly related to one’s 
sense of belonging and overall wellbeing. Thus, the premise behind the model is the idea of 
building a “Lifetime Family Support network” for youth who are at risk of, or are already, 
disconnected from family and friends as a result of their out-of-home placement(s). The 
objective is to seek to identify “…relatives and other potential supportive adults who can 
become part of a youth’s network of permanent connections.”  It is incumbent upon us to 
gain the skills and tools needed to help children and young adults who are not living in their 
birth or adoptive families to establish and maintain a range of commitments from caring 
adults. It is part of Mr. Campbell’s deeply held philosophy that in helping young people to 
find these “sustainable relationships,” and in laying the groundwork for consistent and 
constant commitments within a kinship system, we are supporting their successful transition 
to adulthood and beyond. 
Some of the goals of Family Finding include: 

 helping foster children and youth find and develop meaningful and lasting 
connections to individuals who will support them throughout their lives;  

 assisting foster children and youth in obtaining stable, family-based living 
arrangements, including a plan to safely and timely exit the care system by working 
with a comprehensive team of resilient and supportive adults; 

 working with foster children and youth to develop a healthy and centered sense of 
identity and to promote the opportunity of families to meet their needs within the 
family system; 

 helping to ensure that foster children and youth have a lesser need themselves of 
formal system services by enabling and promoting family-driven decision making.     

Many of you already see that case work as usual is not working for many kids, and that’s 
why the ideas of “unconditional care,” which doesn’t end when the state stops paying or a 
youth turns 18, is the way to view our stewardship of foster children and youth in care, just 
as we care in that way, unconditionally, for our own children. As you meet with and get to 
know the children you advocate for, ask them about adults in their lives, past and present, 
with whom they have connections, and if these connections are lost, talk with your Child 
Advocacy Manager and Child’s Best Interest Attorney about safe ways to re-connect them to 
the important people in their lives. The more individuals who care translates to greater 
resilience and, therefore, greater likelihood of uncapping the potential that lies within all 
young people. Thank you for all the hardworking advocacy you provide for them every day!   
 

Liz Lieber 
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Spring is Sprung ! 

 

It is that time of year when the snowbirds fly north and hopefully, traffic gets a bit 

lighter.  

It is time to start planning on what your child or children will be doing over the 

summer months.  Some camps or activities will require extra funding so do not 

wait for the last minute to make requests.  If caregivers are planning a vacation 

out of state, make sure we request travel orders for the trip.  If you are taking a 

vacation, make sure you have arranged to see you child before you leave or make 

sure you let your CAM know you will need help with your visit.  

All of the important court dates should be in Optima.  Please make sure you know 

what dates are coming up so that you can attend. The Judicial Reviews and 

Permanency hearings can be very important in your case.  Please make all efforts 

to attend. Please talk to your attorney and CAM ahead of time in the event that you 

will be unable to attend a hearing. If you want to stay current while in or out of 

town you can visit the I am for the Child Academy website and update your skills.  

There are great webinars on educational advocacy and testifying in court that are 

short enough to fit into your schedule but packed with useful information.  If you 

have a child that has special needs talk to your CAM.  They can direct you to issue 

specific trainings available on the web.  There are great trainings on Trauma, 

psychotropic medications, human trafficking and substance abuse to name a few.   

Remember to put all of the stuff you do in Optima.  You can do it from any phone 

or computer with access to the internet. All training and visitations need to be 

documented. Do not forget you phone calls too.  All of it is important.  Make sure 

you put down the time you spend.  The hours you work help us get even more 

funding so that your giving keeps giving! 

As the children finish their Spring Break vacation, they are headed into their last 

Trimester or quarter.  Now is a good time to check and make sure they have 

everything they need. The school supplies provided at the beginning are often low 

or gone by this time.  Children may need new pencils, pens, paper, folders, 

highlighters, notecards and other day to day school items.   

While the weather is still bearable, ask your CAMs about referring family members 

to the Zoo or Science Museum for visitation.  These passes are also great for 

sibling visitations.  If you have not been cleared to transport your child as your 

CAM about being cleared to drive with your child in the event you want to take the 

child out for a visit or for an event. 

Last but not least, all graduation dates are finalized for all Palm Beach Schools.  

If you have a senior who is graduating make sure, you mark the day in your 

calendar.  Being in foster care is a rocky road and those who make it through and 

graduate from high school need to be given the appropriate accolades.  Michelle 

and I love a success story so if you have a child who is graduating we would love 

to hear their success story! 

 

Thank you for all you do!    KATHLEEN 

LEGAL ON LINE with KATHLEEN CLENDINING, ESQ. 
       

  



 

 

                                                                   
                       Ken Gotlieb                                     Christie Geltz 

 
So much has happened the during the first quarter of the new year.  Plus, new and  
exciting things are being planned for the months to come.   
February, we honored our GAL Volunteers by hosting a great recognition dinner at the 
PBC Police Benevolent facility here in WPB. We had good food, great company and 
well deserved awards. Matching puzzle pieces gave us each the opportunity to meet 
those GALs and Staff, we may not have known before. All thanks go to Ellen for 
organizing such a fabulous event for everyone, volunteers as well as staff. 
We also saw GAL participate at the Honda Classic golf tournament by setting up a tent, 
signing up new volunteers, and educating the community by passing out our GAL 
brochures and marketing materials. Thanks to those volunteers who gave of their time 
to be there for the entire day.  
In March – we had the Third Annual Storybook Village, set around the creativity of Eric 
Carle. This year it was at the beautiful Mounts Botanical Gardens in West Palm Beach, 
and the day was perfect. There were 20+ community partners setting up booths to 
read to children, while entertaining them with planting plants and painting their faces. 
Over 1,200 new books were given out to all those who stopped by to enjoy the day. 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Guardian ad Litem is in the planning stage of 
organizing a private showing of the 1-hour film “Resilience”, date, time and location to 
be determined. Details to follow in an email and Facebook. 
A heartfelt thank you goes out to all those volunteers who sent Christie new 
recruitment ideas.  They are so appreciated. Each new lead is followed up and new 
potential volunteers are scheduled with an appointment. All our appreciation goes to 
Dale, Ursula, Marcia, and Charlotte for their diligent work in our GAL office. We do not 
know what we would do without them.   
Keep an eye out for all the future trainings being offered and if interested, please sign 
up on GALPBC.org. Thank you for all you do for the GAL program and most 
importantly, our Children! 
     Ken and Christie. 
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Part of being a specially trained Volunteer Child Advocate is adhering to the minimum 
required duties and responsibilities listed below: 

 Complete, extensive and independent research and review of each case. 

 Perform monthly child visits in accordance with the Program standards and 
policies.  This includes submitting a child visitation (contact log) into Optima every 
30 days. 

 Speak with the child and relevant adults (parents, family members, school officials, 
service providers, and others involved in the child’s life that may have facts about 
the case). 

 Observe the child in interactions with parents, relatives and non-relatives. 

 Report findings and child’s wishes to the court by submitting reports prepared in 
accordance with Florida Statutes, Program standards and policies for scheduled 
hearings. 

 Provide a written report containing information you have independently verified 
utilizing the program’s court reporting standards.  The report is a collaboration 
between you, your CAM and Best Interest Attorney (BIA). 

 Ensure representation of the child’s best interest. 

 Attend all court hearings to confirm relevant facts presented (if you are unable to 
attend in person make arrangements for your CAM to be present at the hearing). 

 Attend appropriate interagency meetings, staffing’s and mediations pertaining to 
the child. 

 Monitor the case following a court hearing or decision as designated by the court: 

 Ensure court-ordered services provided for the child and family. Ask the caregiver 
or dependency case manager to inform you when service referrals are completed 
and request the names of providers. 

 Consult regularly with your Child Advocate Manager (CAM) on matters pertaining 
to assigned case(s): 

 Review case progress (how are parents doing on case plan tasks), identify and 
discuss issues concerning the child, work to resolve issues. 

 Immediately inform your CAM about issues that may affect the child’s safety 
and/or well-being. 

 

Just some reminders from your CAM IIs – Jackie Bone & Shari Calderwood 

 
 
 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

 
 

 
  

NEWS, NOTES, AND QUOTES FROM THE 15TH 



 

Each day Guardians across Palm Beach County sacrifice time, miles, and personal resources to ensure 
the best interests of child victims of abuse, abandonment, and neglect. Please know that the work you do 
is unparalleled and, as you know, there is no other volunteer experience quite like it.  
 
Speak Up for Kids continues to work towards supporting our Guardians in all ways possible and want to 
ensure that we are doing our best for you so you can continue to do your best for our communities’ 
children. If there is anything you would like addressed, please reach out to either your CAM or Liz Lieber. 
Never do we want you to feel that you are in this alone. Your impact is recognized! You are supported! 
 
As I am writing this, I think fondly of the countless children you have represented in dependency 
proceedings this quarter and my heart smiles. I also think of the many children who are without a voice 
and are in desperate need of a Guardian ad Litem. YOU know how important this work is and YOU know 
better than anyone what it takes to be the light in the darkness. Please serve as a program ambassador 
by sharing with your entire network how your volunteerism is changing the trajectory of the lives of the 
children in your charge. Your words and experience may inspire action in others.  
 
Finally, just a few days ago, our community was faced with the devastating story of the two-year old girl 
who was found wandering around alone in a local park in the wee hours of the morning. Efforts to find her 
parents were all-encompassing as sheriff deputies went door-to-door in the surrounding areas and 
pictures of the young girl, along with her story, were shared all over social and mainstream media. Her 
parents were located when they contacted local authorities to report their daughter missing, saying they 
hadn’t realized they left her in the park the prior evening; a time-lapse of 14 hours. The investigation 
ended with both parents taken into police custody for child neglect. The couple’s seven other children 
were removed from the home. This one event created an immediate need for homes for EIGHT children in 
our county.  Comments from concerned residents called for the children to be placed together in a loving 
environment. As you know, single placement for a sibling group of eight is rare, so the future for these 
innocent children is laced with uncertainty. Even more tragic is that Palm Beach County sees 
approximately seven children removed from their homes on any given day and placement options are few. 
We have reached critical mass as it relates to foster home shortages. 
 
Speak Up for Kids is dedicated to combatting child victimization on all fronts and the formation of Foster 
Palm Beach along with the assignment of Diana Reese as the Palm Beach County Centralized Foster 
Home Recruiter is another example of how we are doing our part to serve as heroes and champions in 
this fight.  YOU can help in the following ways: 
 

 Share with everyone you know the need for both GALs and Foster Homes. Let us know if you need 
talking points!  

 Create an opportunity for us to present the foster parent or Guardian ad Litem program at your 
synagogue, church, HOA, fraternity, sorority, business coalition, or any other group to which you 
belong.   

 Host a fundraiser for Speak Up for Kids so we can continue to fund the mission of 100% advocacy. 
 Share with us any innovative outreach initiatives.  

 
Call us at 561.408.7779 to coordinate outreach efforts. 
Remember, we are all in this together, bound by the desire to positively impact the futures of children who 
have been victimized by those who were to provide love and security. We are here to empower you to 
Speak Up! 
 
From your Speak Up staff and supporters -  Tonya Cajuste 
 
 

 
 
 

  

SPEAK UP FOR KIDS 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY 

 



 

                                                            

# 1  -- submmitted by Sandra Masters, GAL 
As a Guardian Ad Litem, we are obliged to take 12 hours of training classes 
every year.  The topics cover most everything a GAL might need to be effective.  

Some of the trainings include the correct  way to file a report, the effects of  
psychotropic medications, and the path from foster to adoption to name a few.   
These trainings are essential to assist GAL’s with whatever situations and 
circumstances they may encounter while advocating for their “ kids “.  We also 
have the opportunity to take on-line Webinars.  There is an extensive list of 
books we can borrow to read.  In Palm Beach County we have a GAL Facebook 

page.  We are encouraged to share  with our CAM’s any concerns we may have.  

All these resources are vital to the GAL’s  personal support.  BUT, there is one 
area in which this GAL could use some help.   
“ How do we handle the disappointment, sadness, and concerns when a case 
outcome is not in the best interest of the child?” 
     I don’t know what kind of training can help with the all too often 
inevitability of children being returned to or placed in a situation that is 

anything but in their best interest.  Because we live in a litigious society,  we  
devote so much time, treasure, and talent making sure we do the legal thing.  
What about the moral thing?  Logic and fairness are not necessarily mutually 
exclusive and deserve a place in our decisions.   

     Some people are familiar with the story of the judgement of Solomon. Two 
women claiming to be the mother of an infant take the decision to King 

Solomon.  He decrees that since he cannot know who the true mother is, they 
will cut the baby in half.  Of course, the true mother begs the King not to do 
this and instead surrenders the child to the other woman. King Solomon, 
knowing the true mother would never bring harm to her child has his answer 
and naturally returns the baby to its rightful mother. Selfless love and  sacrifice 
should be the hallmarks of any parent.  Not all biological parents are imbued 

with these qualities.  Many foster and adoptive parents are.  As GAL’s we are 
charged with the mission of advocating for the child.  Sometimes that may 
mean advocating for the foster parents as well.   

     Our system has immense responsibility with limited resources.  In a perfect 
world we would always make the moral decision which would be the legal 
decision as well.  Until that time, let’s all take a minute to shore up the 

volunteer GAL’s who may be struggling  with questions even King Solomon 
wouldn’t be able to answer. 
 (the editor’s apology to Sandra for missing the Jan edition) 

*********************************************  
If you would like to submit an opinion; a GAL story; a concern; a criticism; a suggestion 
for a different procedure; (signed or unsigned) please email to Ellen Kranzler at 
bibliophile6452@comcast.net. 

GAL VOLUNTEERS 
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# 2 –( This piece was submitted anonymously, and needed to be published.) 

A foster child in Oklahoma submitted this when they were asked: 
“Things I Want In My Family” 

I want food and water.    – I want a house with  running water and lights.    -  I want a clean house with 
no lice and no bugs.   – I want a clean bed with nice covers.   –   I want NO drugs. 
I want a TV in the house.   I want - Mom and dad no more fights. 
Don’t get drunk.   -  Don’t sell my toys.   – Don’t kill my pets.  – Don’t hit on me.   
Let me keep my toys and games, and school stuff. Help me with my school stuff. 
I want – my own comb, soap, nice shoes, I want a toothbrush, a coat. 
I WANT LOVE! 
 
 

# 3 – submitted by Sandra Masters, GAL: 
Recently I had the privilege of attending the annual Guardian ad Litem Recognition Dinner.  In January I 
marked my second year as a GAL. I didn’t attend the recognition dinner my first year and I was not 
prepared for the abundance of appreciation that filled that room. Clever and thoughtful decorations and 
gift favors were at every seat.  A yummy buffet dinner was served and complimentary beer and wine was 
available.  Every guest received a puzzle piece with half an inspiring quotation on it. We were asked to 
write our name and then find our ‘missing piece’.  Once found we put them together and the quote was 
complete.  It wa a great way to meet and greet members of the Guardian ad Litem Family, who serve in 
various capacities.  I met other GALs and we shared stories, ideas, asked questions  and learned from 
each other. 
One of the highlights of the evening was the speech made by Judge Martz.  He spoke with great passion 
and reverence for all of the people who work tirelessly on behalf of the children in our care.  I was 
particularly delighted because he is my Judge.  I am assigned to his Honor’s courtroom and everytime I 
give an official report to the court, I feel appreciated and respected.  It is so important for GALs to feel 
necessary and heard, as a volunteer it is to easy to be overworked and undervalued. 
My decision to become a GAL was based inpart on being an empty-nester and my grandchildren living 
1200 miles away. My decision to stay a GAL, in large part, is because of the genuine dedication to and 
palpable love for children that is plentiful in the hearts of all involved.  
 

GAL VOLUNTEERS 

     OPINION PAGE 

 # 4 – Special report from Wendy Dohner – Speak Up For Kids! 
As the liaison between the Speak Up Board and the GAL volunteers, I would like to introduce you to the other 
board members.  This issue, I am going to start with Larry Geller.    
Once upon a time, Larry spent 39 glorious years employed within the retail industry, starting out as a store 
manager, and retiring as the senior VP, Director of Operations of a public corporation.    
Too much retirement resulted in boredom, and so Larry became a Guardian Ad Litem in 2003. During his active 
tenure, he became responsible for 107 kids. Larry told me that becoming an advocate of needy children has given 
him a second rewarding career. In 2008, he became one of the founding board members of Speak up For Kids.   
 
We are so proud that SUFKs recently celebrated its tenth anniversary.  SUFKs significantly contributes to the 
Guardian’s ad Litem mission of caring for the best interest of the dependent children of Palm Beach County. 



 

                                    is a new resource available for your families. +   It is a national publication with over 550 editions 
                                across the U. S. They publish weekly, hyper-local e-newsletters and websites featuring events, 
products and  
                                places for moms, kids and families. Each community is managed by a local Publisher Mom or Dad. 
They are the go-to parents in their communities and connect both online and off. They know their local communities and 
their local communities know them.  On top of the 500+ local editions, Macaroni Kid publishes additional national 
editions focused on special interest content. Macaroni Kid Family Travel, Macaroni Kid Wellness, Macaroni EATS for 
the family foodies, Macaroni Dad;  Macaroni Kid Family Safety, Macaroni Teen;  Macaroni Stork and  Macaroni Kid 
National. 
I’m sure Macaroni Kid will quickly become a favorite source of information, for many of your families, for things to do 
with their children.  It also shares fun crafts, delicious recipes, give a-ways for the best shows in town and much more. 
You and your families can go on line with  Macaronikid.com, and sign up for the area they live in.  Presently there are 6 
areas in Palm Beach County that publish; Boca Raton;  Boynton Beach-Delray;  Palm Beach Gardens-Jupiter;  West 
Palm Beach;  Wellington-Royal Palm Beach;  and Lake Worth-Green Acres-Lantana. Choose an area and sign up. 

IN HONOR OF CHILDREN’S WEEK 
STORY BOOK VILLAGE 

WAS HELD AT MOUNTS  BOTANICAL GARDEN 
On Sunday – March 10th, 2019. 

Stories inspired by the creativity of Eric Carle 
were enjoyed by all.  

JUDGE MARTZ and GAL, SANDRA MASTERS  
 Recognition Dinner, Feb 7th, 2019. 

                                                

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

   

Children’s Week – March 24th -29th –Tallahassee, Fl. – State Capital – HANGING  OF THE HANDS!            

 
 

 

 

  

    

 

 

http://email.macaronikid.com/wf/click?upn=j-2BGdoI9wTt6xqB4JVk6-2Feoop2HVR5q7CFyPlrGlqxnreK57Ls-2F6zmYHoHDXb0b73_8pATF7KkR2gqfqCYFiE-2BvLoQlLhxqgQ5LwNbvESJzT3GP74LO9-2FNsDLB-2FVuZomVsYRJTXOguToMg0R-2B4iR3cBkUW6CU3xaRnXmtd3RkbA8Uzp2N8-2F43sHatffz9KI50hHjB263tDVeOtmdJKHH8sYjPxxDEPM-2FisDyNUxv3A4Tyv8W-2F4bRjnWE-2FUSxN2oyJ65Cxr0py-2Fu3-2FmvZxKIYEP9qAnRfi9K0QSZ26eTJf5ctJoWgdf-2FJ-2Fvt4i12QW9W6ULcr18SLi0iXfTSHTHAdAZafbHc7Qdv7DBdo0sVCdsDIS27w5OLA2e6zdIiuYsZ5UBz4H7K4CW5u8yxz-2BuKGgT3Q-3D-3D


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GALs of the MONTH 

 
 
  

 
DEC. 

LINDA FERRIS 
 

JAN. 
JAMES KUKLA 

 
FEB. 

MARK HARLEN 

DEC. 
PEGGY WENGER 

 
JAN. 

GORDON&SUSAN 
BRAINERD 

 

FEB.  

ALEX SOBEL 

 
DEC. 

REBECCA BELL 
 

JAN. 
DEBRA 

COLTON 
 

FEB. 

MARIA LOPEZ 

 
DEC. 

JO ANN REVAK 
 

JAN. 
REVA ISEMAN 

 
FEB. 

MELINDA 

DUNKER 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE GALs OF THE MONTH 

AND OUR HARD-WORKING GUARDIAN AD LITEM STAFF 

DEC. 
CAROL PICKERSGILL 

 
JAN. 

JACKIE REED 
 

FEB. 

ELIZABETH FRICKE 

DEC. 
SANA SHAIKH 

JAN. 

LAUREN CASTLE 
FEB. 

ANNA 
RAMOTOWSKA- 

BRANNEY 

JL –TEAM 

JO – TEAM 

JM – TEAM 

 

JK –TEAM 
JS/JA –TEAMs 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Division JL Judge:     Gregory Keyser  Courtroom 2B 
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  TBA    355-1163 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,@gal.fl.gov  
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Sana Shaikh   355-2939 sana.shaikh@gal.fl.gov    
Child Advocacy Manager II  Jackie Bone   355-1776 jackie.bone@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager  Olga Rodriguez   355-2494 olga.rodriguez@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager  Lee (Elinor) Turco  355-1167 elinor.turco@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager  Anna Branney       355-1810 anna.branney@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager  Cathleen Rose   355-6742 cathleen.rose@gal.fl.gov 
Staff Advocate    Pam Brooks   355-2772 pamela.brooks@gal.fl.gov  
Admin Assistant   Fay Reynolds   355-1113 fay.reynolds@gal.fl.gov  
 
Division JK Judge:     Carolyn Bell   Courtroom 3B 
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Elizabeth Pohm   355-1163 elizabeth.pohm@gal.fl.gov  
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Christian Pietka   355-6225 christian.pietka@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager II  Shari Calderwood  355-6221 shari.calderwood@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager  Beth Zigler   355-4281 beth.zigler@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager  Suzanne DuPont  355-6845 suzanne.dupont@gal.fl.gov 
Child Advocacy Manager  Jamie Sebar   355-3311 jamie.sebar@gal.fl.gov    
Child Advocacy Manager  Shelia Clarke   355-6220 shelia.clarke@gal.fl.gov  
Staff Advocate    Brad Austwick   355-2700 brad.austwick@gal.fl.gov   
Admin Assistant   Ta’Chea Ferguson  355-4405 ta’chea.ferguson@gal.fl.gov                   
 
Division JO Judge:     James L. Martz                    Courtroom 3A 
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Lauren Castle   355-1549 lauren.castle@gal.fl.gov    
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Megan Root   355-4173 megan.root@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager II  Shari Calderwood  355-6221 shari.calderwood@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager  Leslie Dufresne   355-1998 leslie.dufresne@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager  Fiona Wade   355-1887 fiona.wade@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager   Danielle Gifford  355-1165 danielle.gifford@gal.fl.gov 
Staff Advocate     Ashley Young   355-2310 ashley.young@gal.fl.gov 
Admin Assistant    Marcy Classe   355-1849 marcelina.vital@gal.fl.gov  
 
Division JM Judge:     Kirk Volker           Courtroom 2A 
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Stacey Carter-Ogman  355-6223 stacey.carter@gal.fl.gov      
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Lue Anne Goodine  355-6083 lueanne.goodine@gal.fl.gov  
Child Advocacy Manager II  Shari Calderwood  355-6221 shari.calderwood@gal.fl.gov  
 Child Advocacy Manager  Carol Beckwith   355-6161 carol.beckwith@gal.fl.gov  
 Child Advocacy Manager  Mireya Medina Silvagnoli 355-1826 mireya.silvagnoli@gal.fl.gov  
 Child Advocacy Manager  Marie Francois   355-3639 marie.francois@gal.fl.gov  
 Child Advocacy Manager  Tracy Nearman   355-1626 tracy.nearman@gal.fl.gov   
 Staff  Advocate     Brad Austwick   355-2700 brad.austwick@gal.fl.gov 
 Admin Assistant                 Lourdes Claudio  355-6832 lourdes.claudio@gal.fl.gov 
 

Circuit Director   Michelle Canaday   355-1148 michelle.canaday@gal.fl.gov        
Program Director  Liz Lieber                  355-1166  liz.lieber@gal.fl.gov  
Supervising Attorney  Kathleen Clendining                 355-1124  kathleen.clendining@gal.fl.gov         

GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
PALM BEACH COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

205 N. DIXIE HIGHWAY, SUITE 4.1100, JUVENILE WING, WEST PALM BEACH, FL  33401 
MAIN LINE: 561-355-2773  ***  FAX LINE: 561-355-2717 

RECRUITMENT LINE: 561-355-6224 

mailto:tracy.nearman@gal.fl.gov
mailto:lourdes.claudio@gal.fl.gov


 
 

  Division JS Judge:     Luis Delgado  South County Courthouse (Delray) 
     GAL Office, 200 West Atlantic Ave., Delray Beach, FL33444 

   Child’s Best Interest Attorney                Kevin Walsh                330-1758        kevin.walsh@gal.fl.go 
       Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Gregory Bromley  330-1738        gregory.bromley@gal.fl.gov 
       Child Advocacy Manager II                 Jackie Bone   355-1776        jackie.bone@gal.fl.gov 
       Child Advocacy Manager                 Kelwyn Williams  330-175           kelwyn.williams@gal.fl.gov 
       Child Advocacy Manager                 Denise Davis   330-1757         denise.davis@gal.fl.gov 
       Child Advocacy Manager                 Barbara Boslow   330-1754         barbara.boslow@gal.fl.gov 
       Child Advocacy Manager   Rosario Alston   355-1684          rosario.alston@gal.fl.gov  
       Admin Assistant    Jim Graf   330-1752          james.graf@gal.fl.gov 
 
  Division JA Judge:     Kirk Volker  West County Courthouse (Belle Glade) 

      GAL Office, 2950 State Rd 15 Suite C-129, Belle Glade, FL 33430 
         Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Lauren Clifton-Friednash 355-6628 lauren.clifton@gal.fl.gov 
         Child Advocacy Manager II  Jackie Bone   355-1776 jackie.bone@gal.fl.gov 
         Child Advocacy Manager                Marie Francois   996-4860 marie.francois@gal.fl.gov 
         Admin Assistant    Jim Graf   330-1752 james.graf@gal.fl.gov 

 
ECC:  Judge Kathleen Kroll 
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Lauren Clifton-Friednash 355-6628      lauren.clifton@gal.fl.gov 
Child Advocacy Manager II  Jackie Bone   355-1776       jackie.bone@gal.fl.gov 
Child Advocacy Manager  Anna Branney   355-1810       anna.branney@gal.fl.gov 
Admin Assistant   Applicable Admin Based on Division 
 
Drug Court: Judge Gregory Keyser 
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Lauren Clifton-Friednash 355-6628        lauren.clifton@gal.fl.gov 
Child Advocacy Manager II  Shari Calderwood  355-6221       shari.calderwood@gal.fl.gov 
Admin Assistant   Applicable Admin Based on Division 
 
Therapeutic Court:     Judge Depends on Current Division 
Child’s Best Interest Attorney  Kathleen Clendining  355-1124   kathleen.clendining@gal.fl.gov 
Child Advocacy Manager II  Jackie Bone   355-1776         jackie.bone@gal.fl.gov 
Child Advocacy Manager  Danielle Gifford   355-1165        danielle.gifford@gal.fl.gov 
Admin Assistant   Applicable Admin Based on Division 
 
Additional Staff 
HR Liaison  Nicole Clarke   355-3726 nicole.clarke@gal.fl.gov 
Recruitment Staff Ken Gotlib   355-3243 ken.gotlib@gal.fl.gov 
Recruitment Staff Christie Geltz   355-9973 christie.geltz@gal.fl.gov 
Recruitment Staff Peter Braun   355-3762 peter.braun@gal.fl.gov  
Shelter Admin  Sana Ammar   355-1943 sana.ammar@gal.fl.gov 
Voca Victim Advocate Relations Coordinator 
   Kristina Cerreta   355-4427 kristina.cerreta@gal.fl.gov 
Senior Child Victim Service Advocate 
                                             Rosario Alston   355-1684 rosario.alston@gal.fl.gov  
Executive Director  
Speak Up! For Kids Coleen LaCosta   355-3799 coleen@SpeakUpforKidsPBC.org 
Volunteer Staff  Ellen Kranzler   355-4511 ellen.kranzler@gal.fl.gov 
       704-4161 bibliophile6452@comcast.net 
Foster Care  
Recruitment  Diana Reese         722/285-7446 doansreeses@SpeakUpfprKidsPBC.org  
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REMINDER 

     THE BOOK FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL IS: 

 “INVISIBLE KIDS Marcus Fleset’s Legacy”  

 By Holly Schlaack 

Those of us who work in the welfare system quickly become experts in human suffering. We live and work in a 

world that is foreign to most. But in order for our society to accept responsibility for helping and healing these 

children, their courageous stories must be told. Holly Schlaack, (a Guardian ad Litem) has so eloquently 

shared the heartbreak, misery, and sometimes joy that is the daily life of those who live and work in the 

system. She has used her case-by-case experience and her passion for these children to attempt to influence 

public policy by capturing our hearts. This book brings the reader into the real world of child welfare, a world 

we all need to learn more about if we are to save these wonderful children”.  Cindy Lederman, Presiding Judge 

Dade Juvenile Court. 

“Foster   Foster parents, like birth parents, can be both god and bad, no matter what their own background or place  

              in society. Ms. Schlaack does a fantastic job in revealing foster parents who look at foster children and see 

              dollar signs, while many others are dedicated people who see foster children as missing something only 

              they can provide - love. Her book gives concrete steps we can all take to insure there are no more kids like 

Marcus   Fiesel who is remembered more for the horrible way in which he died rather than an uplifting story 

             about how he lived. I highly recommend her book.” – 

Mark P    Mark Piepmeier, Prosecuting Attorney in the murder trial against the foster parents of Marcus Fiesel. 

 

RSVP – ELLEN KRANZLER – 561-355-4511 
          bibliophile6452@comcast.net 

GAL Book Club  will meet 

Tuesday –APRIL 23rd, 2019 

HAGEN RANCH RD BRANCH 
14350 HAGEN RANCH RD, 

DELRAY – 894 -7500 
5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
               GAL Book Club will meet 

Thursday- April 11th, 2019 
GARDENS BRANCH 

11303 CAMPUS DRIVE 
PALM BEACH GARDENS 

626-6133   /  5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

http://www.galpbc.org/

