
 

 

   

  THE ADVOCATE 
 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM  PROGRAM, FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL Circuit, PALM BEACH. FL. 
, 

                                     Happy New Year, I know it has been a very strange nearly 2 years  
                                and a lot of changes  have happened within the Guardian Ad 
                                Litem Program.  As you are certainly aware we  have a bunch of  
                                new fantastic faces in our office.  Please welcome Alessandra Vera 
                                and Lori Rose to JO division; Christeen Miller to JL division; Maida 
                                Wallsh and Siri Dias to JM division; Argentina Moore to JA division; 
                                Richena Mondesir to JK division; Anastasia Kalmanides to  
Therapeutic Court and a big thank you to Anna Branney as she has been promoted 
and is the new supervisor to JK division. 
As we are in the New Year, we have the ability to start with new priorities and I 
would like you to know what our Circuit would like to focus on this year, of course 
within the guidelines of State and Legislative priorities.   The first goal is to increase 
our documentation in Optima to reflect our advocacy for our kids both in court and 
in the community (don’t forget if you didn’t document it …it didn’t happen).  The 
second goal is to see every child in Palm Beach County every month and see out-of-
county children either virtually or by an out-of-county volunteer every month.   The 
third priority is to make sure our volunteers have met the continuing education 
requirement of 12 hours every year.  Please discuss this with your CAM on how to 
complete the hours (I Am For The Child Academy https://florida-guardian-ad-litem-
program.thinkific.com/ or http://centerforchildwelfare.fmhi.usf.edu/ ).   
In regard to the last goal we have many cases that involve domestic violence and 
there was a very good series called The Maid on Netflix (it’s also a book).  If you 
have access to Netflix, I can’t stress enough how valuable this series is to help 
understand how a family dynamic is formed and most importantly you get why the 
survivor doesn’t leave, until they do.  Please either read the book or watch the 
movie to gain valuable in-sight for when you get a domestic violence case (and you 
will at some point), and of course you will get continuing  education hours and I 
guarantee you will love the series/book.  
We are going to have a great year this year and you and the staff are the reason 
why.  I am grateful for all you do for our children, you are all hero’s and as I have 
said in every class you don’t necessarily know the impact you make immediately, 

but now that you do.          MICHELLE 
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Hello, to everyone in our Guardian ad Litem Family and the orbits all around us.  

Recently, in my email travels back and forth with Volunteers, I’ve been discovering some amazing affirmations 

of how being in this work opens your soul and continues to inspire humility. I found this testimonial from a 

volunteer and wanted to share it again.       

Five years already? Wow! The GAL Program and its training have been everything I was looking for and more. I 

only wish I had signed up earlier, years earlier. I truly believe that this is my calling and my purpose. 

 I have made connections with some amazing people, and some connections that aren't.  

I've been welcomed and I've been feared. 

I have relationships with families for whom I've made a difference and separated from those who view me as 

the bad guy. 

I've learned that one size does not fit all, and that's okay. 

I've learned that the law is the law and that it's not always in the best interest of everyone. 

I've learned that you can't judge someone by their outside appearance and culture needs to be embraced. 

I've learned that love has no boundaries and sometimes it comes from the most unusual places. 

I've witnessed the miracle of survival against all odds. 

I've celebrated adoptions and have felt the sting of parents signing away their rights. 

I've had children tell me that their lives are better in foster care than with their parents. 

I've seen young teenagers become amazing mothers and raise great kids. 

And I've felt the disappointment of the court not seeing the whole picture. 

I've witnessed someone so terribly addicted that it took her life and has stolen the childhood right out of her 

children. 

Basically, I've seen a side of society that I heard existed, but never knew on a personal level. 

I have grown and yet there's so much more to learn. 

I am beyond thankful for the lessons and a chance to make a difference in someone's life as well as my own. 

Thank you for the opportunity that has changed my life! Suzy 

 

In this time of change and uncertainty, it is worth keeping the focus on what’s important about the work you do. 

A thousand times, Thank You!  

Liz Lieber, Program Director, Fifteen Judicial Circuit Guardian ad Litem.    
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The Importance of Family 

 
 
Alex Haley - In every conceivable manner, the family is a link to our past, bridge to our future. 
 
We at the Guardian ad Litem are dedicated to making sure that the children who enter into the 
child welfare system are given all the help and the services they need to survive and thrive.  
We make sure that their time in the system does the least amount of harm possible. We 
understand that being removed from their family is traumatic, no matter what the 
circumstances are that require the removal. Part of what we try to do is make sure that the 
child is always placed in a safe environment.  The legislature has recently gone a step further 
in recognizing the importance of family and family connections and has directed us through 
new laws in the necessity of placing children with family and with family connections first and 
as quickly as possible. 
 
The new Florida Statute 39.4021 section (2), gives us a list of PLACEMENT PRIORITY. The 
law states that when a child cannot safely remain at home with a parent, out-of-home 
placement options must be considered in the following order: 
   1. Nonoffending parent. 

2. Relative caregiver. 

3. Adoptive parent of the child’s sibling, when the department or community-based care 

lead agency is aware of such sibling. 

4. Fictive kin with a close existing relationship to the child. 

5. Nonrelative caregiver that does not have an existing relationship with the child. 

6. Licensed foster care. 

7. Group or congregate care. 

The Order is listed in what the Law tells us is in the best interest of the child. While we are extremely 

grateful to people who are willing to foster children, these placements need to be our last resort.  Foster 

care and Group home care are the very last options the statute gives us. We must use all efforts to try 

to place children with family first.  When a child is in fostercare, we in the Guardian Program need to 

assist in looking for these placement options pursuant to the list provided for us by the statute.  We 

need to be talking to the parents about relatives and friends who might be placement option or who 

might be able to provide information on relatives or fictive kin who might be placement options. We 

need to be talking to our older children to find out if there is kin, fictive kin or friends, neighbors, 

teachers and coaches with whom they would like to be placed with. This is something that must be 

done at the beginning of the case and not something we start upon the filing of a termination of parental 

rights petition or after a case has been in the system for over a year. 

Continued - 
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A child placed in foster care can lose access and connections to their family and the legislature 
recognized this and has enacted this law to make sure we use all efforts to place the child 
safely with family or with access to family. Keeping children with family can also allow them to 
remain in the same school and community with consistent access to teachers, neighbors, 
extended kin, friends, faith groups, coaches, sports teams and others that can provide critical 
support for children's sound mental and emotional health.  Kinship placements can help the 
child stay connected with their culture and heritage. Many studies have researched foster care 
verses kinship care and the overwhelming result is that children do better when placed with 
family.  For example, the Committee on Early Childhood, Adoption and Dependent Care has 
stated that although children placed in kinship care or guardianship have many of the same 
risk factors as children in nonrelative foster care, recent studies have shown that children living 
with extended family have greater placement stability and that caregivers report fewer behavior 
and developmental problems compared with children in nonrelative foster care. 

The legislature also recognized how important family is by making sure that when possible, 
siblings should be placed together.  Florida Statute 39. 4021 (b) states that, sibling groups 
must be placed in the same placement whenever possible if placement together is in the best 
interest of each child in the sibling group. Each case is unique and there will always be 
different facts and factors but we need to be discussing what can be done if siblings are not 
together and whether it is in the best interest of our children. If you child is in a different 
placement then their siblings please make sure your team has a discussion on why this is, 
what action plan will you take and what efforts are being made to make sure the siblings have 
consistent and regular visitation and contact. 

Nothing is more important than family.  Our job is to help our children find the best family 
environment for them.  As we get into the new year there will be new and updated trainings on 
the I am for the Child Academy.  Please check it out.  There are always new and interesting 
trainings going up! 
 
I am looking forward to seeing all the great work we will do this upcoming year! 
 

M. Kathleen Clendining 
Managing Attorney   Guardian ad Litem 15th Circuit 
 
 
 
 

Jane Howard - Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, call it a family: Whatever you call it, whoever 
you are, you need one   



 

2021, ending already? We can’t believe the year has gone by so quickly but it sure was full of wonderful events, 

trainings, and opportunities to meet/greet with new potential volunteers, sponsors and the community.  We 

have great dedicated staff and our volunteers have once again come through with their time, generosity, and 

willingness to always be there for the program and the children. 

Many great trainings were offered to our volunteers/ staff this year such as Active Shooter, Educational 

Advocacy, Educational Surrogacy, Poverty, Mentor trainings and so much more.  The calendar for 2022 is being 

compiled now with the hopes that we can cover more new areas of education and interest. If you have any ideas 

for trainings, please let me know and I will do my very best to set it up on the calendar. These are for you, and 

we welcome all the new ideas you may have. 

Retention in the GAL program is always forefront in our thoughts because it is YOU, the volunteer, who truly 

makes the difference in the case and the life of the child(ren). It is your eyes, ears and dedication to the child 

that is paramount. GAL volunteers were given opportunities to meet each other, compare notes and share 

stories at our division get-togethers. If you haven’t been to one, rsvp when your CAM invites you, and please 

come and mix and mingle.  

The end of the year has once again proven to be the Merriest and Happiest of all. We had the chance to play 

Santa and his little elves at our Toy Wrap party. Thousands of toys were made available to the GAL program 

through our awesome Speak Up for Kids program and the community. Thank you to all the volunteers who came 

to wrap presents, register volunteers and guests, serve food, and clean up. So many of our kids would not have 

received toys if not for our volunteers coming to get them and making their dreams come true. Speak Up for 

Kids also gave our volunteers, foster families and kids a day at Winterfest, a local carnival here in West Palm. 

Stations were set up for face-painting, making reindeer food, making Christmas cards, and sitting on Santa’s lap. 

So many smiling faces it was overwhelming and joyous!!  

Recruitment is always available by email and phone. Please feel free to contact me with ideas on new trainings, 

events, and places we can go to recruit more wonderful volunteers like yourself. I know it has been hard this 

year with Covid and making visits, but we are doing them virtually as well. Spreading our program in the 

community is always a constant and we need your help. Please recommend our program to your friends and 

family by sharing your experiences with them. Post our information anywhere in the community. We have 

brochures and fliers to send to you if needed. Please post our events on Facebook, Instagram, and Next door so 

more people can see what we do. Thanks in advance for your help. 

I truly hope that you all had a wonderful, happy, healthy holiday season and New Year and we are all together in 

2022 once again. Thank you for everything you do and for who you are!! 

     CHRISTIE 

 
 

 
                 Christie Geltz 
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FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT RECRUITMENT  

 



 

 
 
Did you know? Do you have a new year’s resolution to keep up with Guardian ad Litem 
training hours? 
Both staff and volunteers that advocate for children within the Guardian ad Litem Program are 
required  
to complete many hours of training a year to remain certified as a Guardian ad Litem.  For your 
role as a volunteer Guardian ad Litem, you need to complete 12 hours yearly.  We utilize 
different ways to  
complete this requirement, by attending trainings in person, online webinars, or reading 
materials.   
During this time where in-person contact is limited, this is the perfect time to consider webinars 
or  
books to further your GAL training.  Our program’s I am for the child academy at https://florida- 
guardian-ad-litem-program.thinkific.com/  has many new topics added every month and all of 
the  
courses are free and available to you.  The topics include report writing, educational advocacy, 
mental  
health treatment, human trafficking, sexual abuse, and DCF’s family functioning assessments, 
just to  
name a few.  There is something of interest for everyone!   
 
 
We also arrange for trainings provided specifically to and for the 15th Circuit/Palm Beach 
County, and  
send out notices about those trainings when they are offered.  If you are not receiving those 
notices,  
please reach out and let your CAM know, and we can make sure you are added to the email 
list. 
 
 
For the book lovers out there, Ellen Kranzler hosts a book club several times a year.  If you are 
interested in attending, she is reachable by phone, 355-4511 or at 
bibliophile6452@comcast.net.  We do keep copies of the books at the West Palm Beach and 
Delray courthouse offices.  You can also find them in your local public library.   

 
No matter what form of training you participate in, always add your training hours in Optima 
and if  
provided a certificate, you must send this to your CAM and they will place in your Optima file.  
If you  
need guidance with how to do so, your Child Advocate Manager will be happy to guide you 
through the  

process.   
   Sincerely, 
Your Senior Child Advocate Manager team 

NEWS, NOTES, AND QUOTES FROM THE 15TH 



 

               
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the New Year Dawns, We Can Begin Again 
 
 
 

 
 
Raise your hand if this past year was a blur for you? I have both hands raised! I  
sometimes depend on my social media timelines and various posts to jog.  
Because of YOU our annual timeline was filled with amazing ‘heart work’ to which 
each of YOU contributed! 
 
SOME  2021 Highlights! 
 

    YOU came together to help the caregiver of a young girl, whose father had a 
       stroke just before reunification 

     Volunteer Advocate, Alan Billingsley, created a catchy Speak Up for Kids  
       theme song  

     FAU High School’s Students Speak Up for Kids chapter created COVID Kits to 
        keep young people safe 

     Our Community Partners banded together to provide thousands of masks,  
         sanitizers, and other PPE gear for our staff and volunteers 

      YOU helped to make our #OPENBOOKS #OPENHEARTS campaign a success,  
          exposing children to the beauty of the written word. 

      Music Buddies, a Students Speak Up for Kids project, made available to  
          foster youth virtual lessons and musical instruments 

       Student engagement SKYROCKETED in 2021 as local youth created projects  
          to benefit their foster-involved peers – from Music Buddies to STEMinist, to 

          a surge in Students Speak Up for Kids chapters across the county, our YOUTH  
          are uniting to #SPEAKUP 

             YOU made Gift-A-Birthday successful! This celebration raised thousands of  

           dollars to help us brighten the brighten the birthdays of those most often forgotten. 

        Against seemingly insurmountable odds, 32 of our kids GRADUATED from  
            GED programs, high school, technical school, or bachelor’s degree Programs. 

        Thanks to Carly Stamp & Company, we got to celebrate YOU, our treasured 
           volunteers, with the Virtually Impossible Show. 
  
 
First 

Lo,lkki 
 
 
 

SPEAK UP FOR KIDS 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY 

 

 



 

 YOU helped to bridge the social distance gap with virtual story-times and craft 
     sessions for students. 

 GL Homes and Mounts Botanical hosted an AMAZING birthday event for  
foster youth complete with food, activities, and a VIP tour of the gardens. 

  
YOU were instrumental in a successful Back-to-School drive, equipping  
hundreds of children with the tools needed to return to school. 

 Speak Up for Kids was selected as Nonprofit of the Year by Nonprofits  
First. 

 With support from the Junior League, 27 families were gifted almost 900  
Diapers. 

 The Young Lawyers raised over $3K and stuffed 25 backpacks for children in 
Need. 

 It’s a Wrap – Gift wrapping party where YOU shopped and wrapped gifts  
for the close to 1,500 children, you serve. 

 Robert and Michelle’s Annual Holiday Party was successful in collecting  
toys and raising tens of thousands of dollars for hundreds of local children. 

 Because of YOU the  Annual Stan Klett Sr. WINTERFEST Carnival – a. 
private carnival and holiday event for children involved in foster and dependency 
– was a tremendous success.  

 YOU, Target Stores, CMI, and a host of other contributors made Better-to- 
Give – where kids get to do holiday shopping for the special people in their vlives 
– an overwhelming success.  
 
To the unbelievable number of community partners who hosted Shop-for-a-
Cause events, the many businesses and organizations who opened their doors 
or sponsored various activities, the individual donors who made advocacy 
possible, the legacy donors, and to YOU, the boots on the ground, advancing the 
mission of 100% advocacy, we remain humbled yet forever grateful for your 
dedication and service to those who cannot Speak Up  for themselves. 
 

YOU  make US possible! YOU serve as a beacon of hope that so many depend 
on.  

TOGETHER, WE  get to  Begin Again and light up the 2022 timeline with more 
act of  #HEARTFELT ADVOCACY.  
 
 

 
 



 

             15TH CIRCUIT PALM BEACH COUNTY 
GUARDIAN AD LITEM BOOK CLUB 

 
serious crime. Kennedy McQuarrie, a White public defender, takes her case, but Kennedy insists that 
mentioning race in the courtroom is not a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy’s counsel, Ruth 
tries to keep life as normal as possible – especially for her teenage son. And as the trail moves 
forward, Ruth and Kennedy come to see that what they’ve been taught their whole lives about 
others-and themselves-might be wrong. 
 
Picoult offers a  inciting examination of racism in America today, both overt and subtle. 
We ALL have prejudice, realized or not.  
 WE, as Guardians ad Litem need to deal with these conflicts’ day in and day out.  
This book should and will provoke a lot of self- inspection and discussion. 
 
The title of the book comes from Dr. Martin Luther King –“If I cannot do great things, I 
can do small things in a great way.” 
 

 Dear GAL readers- it has been a while since we were together, but 
with all that is going on in our world today it is understandable. 
But – I have a book that will bring us together again.  

The book by JODI PICOULT IS   “SMALL GREAT THINGS”.      
Jodi is a prime provider of literary soul-food. This riveting drama is 
sure to be supremely satisfying and a bravely thought-provoking tale 
on the dangers of PREJUDICE.  
Ruth Jefferson, a labor and delivery nurse, begins a routine checkup on a 

newborn, only to be told a few minutes later that she’s reassigned to 

another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don’t want 

Ruth, who is African American to touch their child. The hospital 

complies, but the next day, the baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth  

is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders, or does she intervene? 

Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a  

 

 

Our next zoom meeting for our round table discussion is tentatively scheduled for –  
 

Tues – Feb 1st – from 5-7 p. m. 
 

I will send out a text message as a reminder the week before  the meeting. 
 
Ellen Kranzler – bibliophile6452@comcast.net – 561-704-4161 – office -561-355 – 4511.  
Contact me if you are unable to get a copy of the book. I am ordering copies and will place 
them in both courthouses.  

 
 

mailto:bibliophile6452@comcast.net


 

5TH ANNUAL STORYBOOK VILLAGE – 2022 

 

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHERE STORY BOOKS COME TO LIFE! 

SUNDAY, MARCH 20TH, 2022 / 1;00 – 4:00 pm 
 

When Guardian ad Litem will a-join  

Sean Kenney’s Nature POP! Made with Lego Bricks and set in the 

beautiful areas of Mounts Botanical Gardens. 

 
Mr. Kenney features over 40 sculptures made from more than  

800,000 Lego pieces. 

 

Come join the 15th Circuit Guardian ad Litem special Story 

Book Village- Where the Wild Things Are and then view the 

amazing Lego Display. 

 
Village Program presented by 15th Guardian ad Litem and Speak Up For Kids PB County. 

Information available at www.speakupforkidsPBC.org 

Or contact Ellen Kranzler -561-355-4511 / bibliophile6452@comast.net 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.speakupforkidspbc.org/


 

 
SPEAK UP FOR KIDS 

JANUARY  

• 1 - New Year’s Day (OFF) 

• 5 - Quarter Auction - 6pm @ Faith Lutheran Church, Riviera Beach  

• 14 - Jimmy Choo & Kendra Scott Shopping Day - PBG Mall 

• 15 - WPB Green Market 

• 17 - MLK Jr. Day (OFF) 

• 25 - Board Meeting 

• 29 - WPB Green Market 

• 29 - Photoshoot Day 

FEBRUARY  

• Black History Month 

• 12 - WPB Green Market 

• 14 - Valentine’s Day 

• 17 - GAL Recognition 

• 21 - President’s Day 

• 22 - Board Meeting 

• 25 - Speakeasy 

MARCH 

• Women’s History Month 

• 6 - Storybook Village 

• 13 - Daylight Savings Day Starts 

• 17 - St. Patrick’s Day 

• 20 - Story Book Village 

• 22 - Board Meeting 

 

WATCH FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Coleen La Costa 
 Executive Director at Speak Up For Kids 

561-405-7779 

coleen@speakupforkidspbc.org 

 

mailto:coleen@speakupforkidspbc.org


 

 

IT’S A WRAP! 
Dec 14th was Wrap Day and many GALs showed up to comb 

 through all the toys, bikes and teen-age goodies (that had 
been donated by many wonderful people and organization) 
to pick out gifts for their children for holiday presents.   

Other GAL volunteers were present to take on the job  of 
wrappers for all these wonderful items. There were gifts to 
choose from for children from newborns to 18 year old’s. Many 
bicycles had been donated this year, so lots of our children had 
terrific surprises.  
Lunch and/or an early dinner buffet was donated by the Goodwill 
organization ( center next door to our location in Lake Worth) – 
thank you Goodwill. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

GALs of the MONTH 

 
 
          

Sept 

Charles  

Piscotta 

Oct 

Donna 

Rubenstein 

Nov 

Bonnie 

Dorfman 

Dec 

Carolann 

Roberts 

Sept 

Kimberly 

Abelman 

 

Nov 

Mari  

Whittelsey 

 

Dec 

Elise Repath 

 

Sept 

Tim Rodgers 

 

Oct 

Linda Ferris 

 

Nov 

Gina Lewis 

 

Dec 

Allegra 

Hamilton 

Sept 

Pam Flak 

 

Nov 

Denise Liota 

 

Dec 

Jeanne 

Burdsall 

Sept 
Kimberly Abelman 

Oct 
Luisa Lawler 

Nov 
Doug Whitney 

Dec 
Earl Jacobs 

TO ALL THE 

GREAT STAFF 

 

THANK YOU FOR 

ALL THAT YOU 

DO! 

JM – TEAM 

 JL –TEAM 

JO – TEAM 

 

EMPLOYEE OF THE 

MONTH 

JK –TEAM 
JS/JA –TEAMs 
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COMMUNITY ADVOCATE 
 

OF THE YEAR 2021 
 

  

 
presented to  
volunteer  

      Ellen Kranzler  

                 for  
COMMUNITY ADVOCATE 
       OF THE YEAR 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
ELLEN 
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