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THE ADVOCATE 
        GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM 

                      FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

                                     PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

                               
 
 
 

                                          HELLO VOLUNTEER’S OF THE 15TH CIRCUIT. 
 

 
 
Hope you’re having a good summer.  I have good news, our office is going to fully re-
open on July 6th.  But as of this writing, Court has not resumed in-person in the 
Downtown or Belle Glade courthouse (exception is Termination of Parental Rights 
Trials and some evidentiary hearings).  The court has resumed in most instances in 
the Delray courthouse, please check with your CAM to see if your child’s hearing will 
be in-person or virtual as this is a very fluid situation.  It is likely that the Florida 
Supreme Court will come up with guidelines on re-opening starting in the fall and at 
that point the Chief Judge will make decisions about what that will look like for us 
(right now each Judge is making decisions on which hearings are in-person and 
which are virtual).   
It is still unclear moving forward what the long-term outlook is for how child-
welfare, courts, and GAL program might change do to Covid.  I do anticipate that we 
will fully return to in-person visits for the children you are assigned to very soon, so 
stay tuned for new guidelines. 
As space is extremely limited in our downtown office and with the possibility of new 
variant out-breaks we hope that everyone takes the CDC’s advice on how to stay 
safe and protect those around you. 
If you or your family has been adversely affected by Covid the GAL program wishes 
you all the best for the future, and let us know if we can do anything for you as we 
at GAL, are all one large family. Please stop in and see me next time you are in the 
office, I love to hear stories about how you made a difference for a child.   
Happy 4th! 

               Michelle 
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The Least Worst Thing 
 
 

I came across this concept of the least worst thing, or the least detrimental  
alternative, many years ago when I discovered the writings of the two Janes 
(Jane Thompson, attorney, and Jane Malpass, social worker (their bona fides 
too lengthy to list here, just Google them). Their seminal publication on the 
myth of best interest has informed, and continues to inform, much of my 
thinking over the years. The concept of the least detrimental alternative is 
important to me, as it asks us to make recommendations for kids through the 
lens of the child’s perspective: his or her sense of time, family of origin, 
extended family, friends, neighborhood, school, community, church, culture, 
etc., the many influences that contribute to a child’s whole self.  I’ve learned 
over the twenty years I’ve been here that sometimes in our zeal to achieve 
what we think is best, we overreach, and it ends up not the best thing; in fact, 
we know often the system has negative consequences for kids, such as 
additional abuse or trauma while in out-of-home care. Older kids may do 
better in their own homes, with safety plans that take this into account and 
true supportive services from extended family, friends, and family mentors.  
Teenagers, especially, can be part of their own safety plan and given the tools 
to self-protect, allowing them to remain in their homes if, for example, the 
alternative is group care several counties away.  Lastly, the shared concept of 
minimum sufficient level of care applies equally to removal and reunification; 
this leads me to ask myself if housing or income were not reasons for a child’s 
removal, why does either prevent a child’s return home?  
 
Below is the link to a CASA presentation the two Jane delivered a few years 
ago. It behooves us all to become familiar with their work.: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KwwRUrXBeE  
 

 Thank you for doing this difficult child advocacy work.       LIZ 

 

 Liz Lieber -   Program Director – Circuit 15 
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LATEST FROM LIZ LIEBER 
                                                                 PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
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Changes Coming Around Soon!!! 

Overview – 2021 Legislation 
 

Dependency issues were hopping at this year’s legislative session. Many bills were passed. The Governor can sign 

them, or he can pocket veto them, so nothing is set in stone at the time that I am writing this.  Some of these bills 

will affect us directly, while other will affect the families we serve. 

 

Changes in effect on July 1, 2021 (if signed by the Governor): 

 

House Bill (HB) 1231/Senate Bill (SB) 606 – Regarding Domestic Violence, DCF will begin certifying and 

monitoring the 130 BIP (Batters Intervention Program) in Florida. Nonresidential outreach services will be added as 

minimum service certified domestic violence centers must provide to victims and their dependents.  

 

SB 1826/HB 523 – Creating a human trafficking victim advocate-victim privilege in s. 90.5037. 

 

SB 96/HB 7039 – Making numerous changes to Chapter 39 and issues related to child welfare, including but not 

limited to: 

 A significant rewording of the statute governing the Child Abuse Hotline, including adding animal control 

officers to the list of professionals required to leave their name when making a report.  

 Expansion of CIRRT to include verified reports of allegations of sexual abuse of a child placed in out-of-

home care if the child was the subject of a verified report of abuse or neglect in the previous 6 months.   

 Changes to the number of children for the capacity waiver to 6 or more dependent children or a total of 8 

(including the family’s own children) 

 New requirements for DCF to provide certain information and training for caregivers.  

 Establishment of a Foster Information Center to connect current and former foster parents (foster parent 

advocates) to prospective and current foster parents and provide various types of information and services. 

 Amendments to various statutes in Chapters 39 and 409 requiring adherence to child welfare best practices. 

 Creation of procedures to integrate awareness of animal cruelty into the reporting for child abuse in 

recognition of the link between abuse of animals and vulnerable populations. 

 New requirements for reporting sexual abuse and children exhibiting inappropriate sexual behaviors. 

 Expansion of family finding programs and kinship care services. 

 Authority for the Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional Counsel to set up multi-disciplinary 

teams for representation of parents. 

 Establishes Commission on Mental Health and Substance Abuse in DCF. 

Changes in effect on October 1, 2021 (if signed by the Governor) 

: 

 SB 80/HB 1473 – Also makes significant changes to Chapter 39, including but not limited to: 

• Face Sheets to be maintained and updated monthly by DCF. 

• New procedures for transitions in placement and educational setting (including childcare).New policy 

regarding siblings, establishing statutory factors to consider regarding their placement together and how a 

child who enters out-of-home care after his or her sibling should have had placement evaluation.   

 3             Continued 

LEGAL ON LINE with KATHLEEN CLENDINING, ESQ. 
       

  



 

 

4 

 LEGAL ONLINE -continued: 

 

• Changes to post-disposition; change of custody, including a rebuttable presumption that “it is in a 

child’s best interest to remain permanently in his or her physical placement” if the child has been in the 

placement 9 months and certain other statutory factors are met. Children meeting such criteria are 

appointed an attorney ad Litem, in addition to a Guardian ad Litem.  

• Begins transition planning for teens to start the year the youth turns 16. 

• Reinstatement of Parental Rights procedure established in new section 39.8155. 

• Office of Continuing Care for youth aging out of  care and requires DCF to have a point of contact until the 

young adults reach age 26, to receive ongoing support and care coordination. 

• Expansion of aftercare services.  

• New statutory sections (not an exhaustive list): 

• 39.01375 Best interest determination for placement, 

• 39.4021 Priority placement for out-of-home placement, 

• 39.4022 Multidisciplinary teams; staffing’s; assessments; report, 

• 39.4023 Placement and education transitions; transition plans, 

• 39.4024 Placement of siblings; visitation; continuing contact. 

 

It is not always clear how these new laws will look  until they are put into practice.  When our program reviews 

everything, we will start to see new trainings available.  Also, be ready to ask your CAMs and attorneys about the 

new things you will be seeing.  There may be new procedures, different from what you are used to, as well as new 

services available.  You may also see new people at staffing’s and meetings.  The biggest change you will probably 

see immediately, will be how the modification of placement will work after disposition.  There may be new 

staffing’s, new experts, new team members and new attorneys, if the Foster parent is against the placement. We will 

also see a greater focus on making sure siblings are placed together and have continuing contact throughout this 

process. The GAL program will continue to be a force fighting for the Best Interest of the Child.  We encourage you 

to ask questions and attend trainings so that we can stay up to date. 

 

Thank you for all you do! 

 

Kathleen 
M. Kathleen Clendining 

Managing Attorney 
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THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF RECRUITMENT 
     

                    
                          Beth            Christie 

The most important question here at the Guardian ad Litem program,  that should be. 
         asked before telling you how we are is, “How are all of you?”  We want to tell you, we 

sure, do miss each one of you. We miss your smiling faces in our office,  
at all our events, and the wonderful stories you share about your children and the 
families you serve.  We have not been a full team in the office since March 14, 2020, 
but will return by July 6, 2021. 

 

At that time, our staff will begin to have staggered days and times in the office.  
But we are all at your service no matter where we work. 
Recruitment has never stopped in its search for new volunteers, using many 
different paths and experiences. We have been on two radio interviews, as well as  
working with other circuit’s events, and our own movie night.  Our interviews and  
trainings have been through zoom and will continue that way into the foreseeable  
future. This process seems to be working quite well for us. Our newly on-board  
volunteers are beginning their cases and will be able to start visiting directly,   
with their kids. This has been what our children truly miss, the personal contact, 
with someone who cares, YOU!!  
With all the news today about cases of child abuse on the rise due to Covid-19, our 
volunteers are diligently working on staying in touch with their child, the foster family,  
the courts, etc. to monitor the child’s progress and daily environment. It is so 
important for the child to know we are still there for them, even though get-togethers 
may be on hold or quite limited. 
Beth and I will continue to ask for any referrals you have.  With the world  
opening up and groups starting to meet again, please keep us in mind and refer  
them to us. We will do all the leg work necessary to get a presentation scheduled  
or an article written for a local paper. We have also been scheduling monthly 
Community –wide informational sessions on line.  The community is invited  
to sit in and learn all about our program and ask questions in hopes that we can 
recruit them as new volunteers. The next one is Wednesday July 14th, from 6pm-7pm 
as a GOTO link. Email Christie or Beth at christie.geltz@gal.fl.gov  or 
beth.zigler@gal.fl.gov  for more information.  
 
Thank you for all you are doing for our children, now and in the future. I know it is 
tough right now, but hang in there, we promise it is worth it!!!!! 

Christie Geltz and Beth Zigler – Recruitment Team (extraordinaire)  
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                            15TH CIRCUIT PALM BEACH COUNTY 
 

 

Dear GAL readers, although our world is 
 still upside – down, certain activities are  
still part of our everyday lives and reading  
is one that keeps us going no matter what. 
 
I apologize for getting to you so close to  
the actual date of our book club meeting,  
time just escaped me. So, I have chosen  
a book I already have several copies of.  
The book is : “SOMEONE TO LOVE US”  
by Terence O’Neill. a shocking true story  
of two (2) brothers fostered into brutality and neglect. 
  
Terry was just ten teas old when he stood up in court to testify against his brutal foster parents, 
accused of manslaughter of his twelve- year-old brother, Dennis. who died of cruelty and 
starvation. 
Terry and his brother had been taken into care and moved through many foster homes until they 
came to live on the Shropshire farm ( in England) owned by Reginald and Esther Gough in 1945. 
There they suffered horrific beatings and little love – they survived as best they could, looking 
out for each other, fighting to survive. 
In a time when the country was united by war and struggle the case shocked the nation and 
made headlines around the world and Terry, a small figure in the courtroom, captured the 
hearts of mothers and families everywhere. Agatha Christie followed the story and based her 
story “The Mousetrap” on the story of Terry and Dennis. 
This story led to the first provisions to protect other vulnerable foster children from neglect and 
cruelty, and the story of a boy who couldn’t save his brother, but whose actions would save so 
many children from the same fate. 

 

The book club meeting is tentatively set for Tues – July 27th - 5 – 7 pm. 
This should give you enough time to read the book. I do have a number of 
copies available. - if you can’t find the book call me and I will get it to you. 
 

RSVP - Ellen Kranzler – bibliophile6452@comcast.net - 561-704-4161 
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An Epidemic of Epic Empathy 
Greetings Wonderful GALs and Speak Up Volunteer Nation, 
 
Here’s hoping you are all doing well. In my attempt at late Spring Cleaning, I decided to organize my emails better and came 
across last year’s Advocate articles. As I reviewed them, my mind was flooded with memories of how COVID-19 impacted 
and transformed our nation, community, and organization.  
We were in the depths of uncertainty and upheaval, receiving conflicting directions, lockdowns, mask protocols, and 
designated shopping hours. Additionally, we watched the national issues, unrelated to the pandemic, unfold throughout 
the 24-hour news leaving many of our GALs wondering how to respond if their child asked them specific questions about 
what they saw on the news.  More than anything, 2020 was a year of learning and change.  Fast forward to today, and we 
have [mostly] adjusted to our new normal in the shadow of COVID.  
The other interesting thing that occurred is my unexpected deep dive - article reading and video watching -  into the 
importance of empathy, what it means to be empathetic, how we can increase our ability to empathize, and overall 
emotional intelligence.  As I reflected on the readings, the 2020 Advocate articles began swirling around in my head, and I 
started to think about the level of empathy I witnessed over the past year, the likes of which I had not seen since 
September 11, 2001.  
Then, it hit me like a ton of bricks!  

WE ARE EPICALLY EMPATHETIC!  
Don’t believe me? Here is the proof: 

 I watched volunteer advocates go above and beyond in their efforts to place themselves in the shoes of the 
children they serve while navigating their personal struggles with the overall impacts and limitations tied to the 
pandemic.  

 I witnessed Speak Up for Kids, and Guardian ad Litem Program staff adjust their schedules, manage their families, 
and ensure the children in their caseloads remained represented and heard.  

 I watched as attorneys, judges, and ‘the system’ worked collaboratively to keep children’s needs top-of-mind.  

 I saw our community of donors continue to give so that our children received laptops, Easter Baskets, Halloween 
Treat Bags, and Holiday gifts while also making it possible for us to fill the requests for clothing, grocery, and 
therapeutic assistance.    

 
Realizing that every child is born emotionally literate, ready to tap into their feelings and the feelings of others, research 
tells us that whether or not empathy appropriately develops is dependent upon the interactions the child receives starting 
at birth. Babies look to their parents to help nurture empathy, helping them develop healthy relationships with friends and 
family members. We know that many of our children have not had positive parental involvement leaving this important 
social-emotional input hampered.  
The good news for our kids is that they have YOU.  
 

“Being empathetic is one of the bravest things a human being can do.” 

-Katri Saarikivi 
Thank you for your ability to step into the life of a victimized child, meet him where he is, put yourself in his shoes, and 
then serve as his voice in the court system. Thank you for saying YES to advocacy. Thank you for operating in empathy and 
spreading empathy wherever you go.  Finally, thank you for your bravery. 

 
                                   Tonya McCollin Cajuste 

     7                                          LoVE - Leader of Volunteer Engagement, Speak Up for Kids  
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 ABOUT SPEAK UP FOR KIDS! 

Speak Up for Kids Palm Beach County, a nonprofit organization, is a fundraising arm for the Guardian 

ad Litem Program in Palm Beach County. They also serve as the program heads of Foster Palm Beach and 

Students Speak Up for Kids. They run  many fundraising events just for our children. Even through Covid 

19 they continued to raise funds for the children we serve.  Here are some things that  you can do 

whenever you are wondering what to do for your child –  remember -Speak Up for Kids: 

 Speak Up has landed gift cards especially for children’s birthdays. This is for you to be able to 

give your child a birthday gift from their Guardian ad Litem. There is also funding for children’s 

parties, so that they may have whatever type of party they would like. 

 We also have Leapfrogs for children and laptops for some of our teens. Please check with your 

CAMs to see if your child is eligible to receive one.  

 When your child is graduating, please check with your CAM and watch for emails containing 

notifications for them to receive money, gifts, and even opportunities for scholarships.   

 Speak Up for Kids of Palm Beach County has launched Growing Grads, a new community 

campaign aimed at celebrate young adults who, despite their  involvement in the foster care  have 

finished school and are graduating! To learn more about Growing Grads you can visit 

https://speakupforkidspbc.org/celebrating-youth.  

 Children will be starting school in August (which is around the corner) so backpacks will be 

available. Please continue to watch out for backpack give-a-ways, as well. 

 You are welcome to attend all events hosted by Speak Up and help with fundraising. Some of the 

events encourage the children to attend as well. 

  Again, please keep an eye out for all the emails sent with all the necessary information. 

How do you get these items? 

 Either you or your CAM must generate a funds request. You can complete a request yourself for 

your child by using this link.  https://airtable.com/shrQ2DYTsJFxBLWXh 

 If you wish to know more about Speak Up for Kids, visit their website: 

https://speakupforkidspbc.org.  

What should you do after you have given your child the gift?   

 Please submit a thank you note/card so our vendors/donors can continue to donate. You can have 

your child create a card while you are with them on a visit or outing.   You can also take a picture 

of you with the child opening his/her gift. (the pictures may not be posted on any sites, but they 

may be forwarded to the donors with a note that it is for their eyes only).  

 

Thank you for your continued dedication! 

Warm Regards,    -  Your Senior CAMS, Shari, Jackie, Carol and Kelwyn. 
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Plenty of activities to keep you busy: 
August – Back-pack give away. Make sure your child  has a new back pack to 

       start a new year of school. 
September 4th – 12-4pm – Ladies are you  a Lilly Pulitzer fan – come to the  
  LiLLY PULITZER EVENT – shop and save and share with SUFKs. 
October 2nd – Speakeasy Gala – at the Wyndam Hotel, Jupiter –  
                       come have fun for the evening.  
November 30th – Giving Tuesday – following your spending spree on black 
           Friday – it is time to give back – so Giving Tuesday – all donations  
                    big and small, will be accepted for Speak Up for Kids. 
December 3rd – CAR SHOW – more information to follow. 
December 5th – Robert & Michelle’s Holiday Party – time –tbd 
December 11th – Children’s Winterfest – time for Santa to come and join the  
                      festivities – info to follow. 
(Dec 9th – last day to receive donations of toys) 
December 14th – WRAP PARTY – time for all GALs to come and shop for gifts  
  for their kids for the holidays. 
December 20th – Better to Give! – time for your kids to come and pick out  a  
                      present for someone dpecial. 
Further information with time and place will follow as the events draw closer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
January -1st – 4th –         Children’s Week – Tallahassee 
February 17th –                GAL RECOGNIION DINNER 
March –20th - (TENTATIVE DATE) STORY BOOK VILLAGE –                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                         “WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE” 
MARCH – tbd –                GALA EVENT- (SARGE & Friends) 
MAY 20TH -                       ADVOCACY LUNCHEON – EMBASSY SUITES 
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TREASURE HUNT AWAITS ALL GALs! 

GALs are you aware of the treasure trove of toys, games, books, school supplies, 

art supplies, etc. that await your perusal in the 4th floor office in the West Palm 

Beach Court House?????   

Does your child have a birthday coming, a special occasion, graduation to the next 

grade, doing special things, for whatever reason you want, just come or request 

that your CAM pick up something special for you to give to your child. 

We have all kinds of thing just waiting for you to say – “This will be perfect for 

  ----------insert name –“.  We need to make room for more things arriving all the time, 

not to talk about Christmas all together.  So come / or call you CAM, and reduce  

our supply.   

Special Note to illustrate who we are as Guardians ad Litem: 
 
Marissa Rush sent this note to GAL Wendy Dohner –  
Wendy, I met you a few years ago in the Walmart parking lot where I 
gave you clothes I had bought for some of the children you were a GAL 
for. I was so inspired by meeting you that I am now a GAL myself. I am 
currently on my first case. Thank you for introducing me to this amazing 
program.  My (own) twins are almost 3, but I will look through my stash 
to see if I have any newborn items.  Wishing you the very best.  

    

GAL LIBRARY 
        2ND floor  –  
West Palm Beach 
        Office. 
Books available  for 
in service credits. 
Plus books for 
reading for the  GAL 
book club –meets 4 
times a year. See 
notice for next book 
club meeting – 
book available – 
‘Someone to Love   
             Us”.     
 
Call Ellen- 
561-704-4161 
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GALs OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
  

March  
Phil Davidson 

 
April 

Joie Zippin 
 

May 

Summer Book 

March 
Rosa Bruker 

 
April  

Katherine “Mary”  
Barulic 

 
May 

Jamie Rispler 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE GALs OF THE MONTH 

AND OUR HARD-WORKING GUARDIAN AD LITEM STAFF 

 
 

March 
Richard Giardino 

 
April 

Joyce Edel 
 

May 

Bruce Olson 

 
 

TO ALL OF OUR 
GREAT STAFF 

THANK YOU FOR 

ALL THAT YOU DO! 

 
March 

Lynn Victor 
 

April 
Adrianna 
Wyckoff 

 
May 

Trish Smyth 
 
 
 

 

JL –TEAM 

JO – TEAM 

   JM – TEAM 

 

JK –TEAM 

 
March 

JS- Deborah Schwartz  
JA – Cahty Iho 

April 
JS – Barbara McIntyre 

May 

JS – Mark Molloy 

JS/JA –TEAMs 
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Michelle Canaday, 
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Program Director: 

Liz Lieber 
(561) 355-1166  

 liz.lieber@gal.fl.gov  
 

Managing Attorney: 

Kathleen Clendining, 

Esq 
(561) 355-1124  

kathleen.clendining@gal.fl.gov         
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