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achie�e	 i�te��atio�al	 i� lue�ce�	 +ew

:o�5	 �it�B�ot	 'a�is�	 �ot	 Cu�opeB

beca�e	 the	 a�tistic	 epice�te�"D	 �bst�act

C�p�essio�is�	 challe�ge�	 co��e�tio�al

�otio�s	 o 	 pai�ti�g"	 @t	 e�phasi7e�	 the

absolute	 i��i�i�ualit�	 o 	 the	 a�tist�	 a��

 ocuse�	o�	the	act	o 	c�eati�g	�athe�	tha�

o�	 the	  i�ishe�	 p�o�uct"	 @t	 i��ol�e�	 the

?eli�i�atio�	 o 	 speci ic	 subEect	 �atte�s

a��	 a	 p�e e�e�ce	  o�	 spo�ta�eous�

i�pulsi�e	 Fualities	 o 	 e�pe�ie�ce"AG	 @�

a��itio�	 to	 �alui�g	 the	 c�eati�e

u�co�scious�	 �bst�act	 C�p�essio�ists

t�picall�	 wo�5e�	 o�	 a	 la�ge	 scale�

acce�tuate�	 the	  lat�ess	 o 	 the	 ca��as�

a��	 t�eate�	 all	 a�eas	 o 	 the	 su� ace	 as

eFuall�	 i�po�ta�t"	 This	 u�co��e�tio�al

app�oach	 to	 a�t	 �e lecte�	 a	 ti�e	 o 

i�ge�uit�	a��	e�olutio�"

�u�i�g	 this	 ti�e�	 ���e�so�

e��olle�	 at	 the	Minneapolis	 School	 of

�ine	Ar�s	 -�ow	Hi��eapolis	 �ollege	 o 

��t	a��	�esig�.	i�	Hi��esota"	�	�otable

i�st�ucto�	 at	 the	 school	 �u�i�g	 this	 e�a

was	 �s�ar	 �o�osch�a�	 a	 celeb�ate�

�ust�ia�	 pai�te�	who	ha�	  le�	 his	 �ati�e

cou�t��	 a te�	 his	 wo�5	 was	 labele�

�ege�e�ate	 a�t	 b�	 the	 +a7is"	 *ate��	 i�

&0%)�	 ���e�so�	 ea��e�	 a	 >achelo�	 o 

,i�e	��ts	 �o�	the	�ni�ersi��	of	�en�er

School	 of	Ar�	 i�	�olo�a�o"	�t	 the	 ti�e�

the	 school	 was	 �u�	 b�	  a�e�	 �o�e��ist

pai�te�	 �ance	 �ir�land"	 ��o�g	 the

 acult�	 was	  illia!	 Sanderson�	 a

pai�te�	i� lue�ce�	b�	�ubis�"

A/0'���/	1/	(�/2'32

Joh�	 6"	 ���e�so�	 challe�ges

�ai�st�ea�	 co�cepts�	 �etho�s�	 a��

tech�iFues	 o 	 p�e43o�l�	3a�	 @@	 pai�ti�g

i�	��e�ica"	?@	�o�8t	pai�t	s�allI@	wa�t

the	 whole	 ca��as	 co�e�e�	 a��	 thi�gs

goi�g	 o�	 i�	 e�e��	 �i�ectio��	 @	 illu�i�ate

i�	�ew	�i�ectio�s�A	the	pai�te�	�e�eale�	i�

a�	i�te��iew	i�	#$&�"	���e�so�8s	abst�act

e�p�essi�e	 c�eatio�s	 appea�	 to	 e�bo��

*��ical	�bst�actio��	cutti�g4e�ge	a�two�5

that	was	�ot	pa�ticula�l�	well	�ecei�e�	i�

the	 &02$s"	 ���e�so�	 belie�e�	 i�	 his

wo�5�	 but	 he	 �i�	 �ot	  i��	 a	 �ecepti�e

au�ie�ce	  o�	 it"	 <is	 a�t	 we�t

u�app�eciate�	 alo�g	 with	 the	 a�tistic

�o�e�e�t	 that	 his	 wo�5	 e�e�pli ies"

?�ll	 @	 e�e�	 wa�te�	 to	 �o	 was	 pai�t�A

���e�so�	 sai�"	 @�	 &0�&�	 he	  ou��	 a

sa�ctua��	 o 	 pe�so�al	  �ee�o�	 a��

si�ce�it�	 i�	 :a�5to��	 ;outh	 �a5ota�

whe�e	 he	 pai�ts	 still	 to�a�"	 <is	 wo�5

�e�ai�s	shelte�e�	 �o�	social	a��	a�tistic

�e�elop�e�ts�	a��	co�ti�ues	to	�ep�ese�t

the	 *��ical	 �bst�actio�	 o 	 the	 &02$s"

:a�5to�8s	 p�i�ac�	 o  e�e�	 a	 u�iFue

p�ese��atio�	 o 	 ti�e	 a��	 i��i�i�ual

p�og�essio�"

���e�so�	 �e�elope�	 his	 a�tistic

ethos	 co�te�po�a�eous	 with	 the

e�e�ge�ce	o 	*��ical	�bst�actio��	which

is	 �oote�	 i�	 A"s�rac�	 #$pressionis!.

�bst�act	 C�p�essio�is�	  lou�ishe�	 i�

post433@@	 +ew	 :o�5	 �it�"	 The	 a�t

�o�e�e�t	 was	 the	  i�st	 authe�ticall�

��e�ica�	a�a�t4ga��e	�o�e�e�t	to
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��st�act	 C�p�essio�is�	 was	 �ot

without	c�itics"	Joh�	Hc�ou��e�	�e e��e�

to	 the	 �o�e�e�t	 as	 ��e�ica�	 T�a�itio�

'ai�ti�g�	 a�gui�g	 that	 it	 ?�a�i estJsK	 the

cou�t��8s	lo�gsta��i�g	sea�ch	 o�	its	ow�

i�e�tit�	 i�	 a�t"AL	 �le�e�t	 M�ee��e�g

�iewe�	 the	 �o�e�e�t	 as	 a	 ? o��alist�

�i�tual	i�te��atio�al	�o�e��ist	a�tA	which

ai�s	at	?pu�i �i�g	the	�e�iu��	sFuee7i�g

out	 illusio�istic	 space�	 a��	 �e�a5i�g	 the

space	 as	 optical	 �athe�	 tha�	 tactile"A⁴

<a�ol�	 6ose��e�g	 coi�e�	 the	 te��

A��ion	 %ain�in&�	 o�se��i�g	 that	 the

a�tists	 t�eate�	 the	 ca��as	 ?as	 a�	 a�e�a	 i�

which	 to	 act	 �athe�	 tha�	 as	 a	 space	 i�

which	to	�ep�o�uce�	�e4�esig��	a�al�7e	o�

e�p�ess	 a�	 o�Eect�	 actual	 o�	 i�agi�e�"A⁵

��itics	 ag�ee�	 that	 a	 �e�olutio�	 was

u��e�wa�"	 ;peci icall��	 'o�or	 �ie�d

pai�te�s	 such	 as	 Ha�5	 6oth5o�	 �l�  o��

;till�	a��	�l�a	Tho�as	�eEecte�	gestu�al

��ushwo�5	 a��	 co��e�tio�al	 picto�ial

�epth�	 a��	 t�eate�	 colo�	 as	 the	 5e�

ele�e�t"⁶	�ctio�	pai�te�s	such	as	Jac5so�

'olloc5�	��shile	Mo�5��	a��	Ha��	���ott

applie�	 pai�t	 with	 e�e�getic	 gestu�al

�o�e�e�tsBso�eti�es	 ��	 ��i��li�g	 o�

splashi�gBa��	 with	 �o	 p�eco�cei�e�

i�ea	 o 	 what	 the	 i�age��	 woul�	 loo5

li5e"⁷	 The�	 app�oache�	 the	 ca��as	 with

e�p�essi�e	��ush	st�o5es	a��	e�phasi7e�

the	ph�sical	act	o 	pai�ti�g	as	a�	esse�tial

pa�t	o 	the	 i�ishe�	p�o�uct"	�cco��i�g	to

6ose��e�g�	 ?what	 was	 to	 go	 o�	 the

ca��as	 was	 �ot	 a	 pictu�e	 �ut	 a�

e�e�tI"The	gestu�e	o�	the	ca��as	was	a

gestu�e	 o 	 li�e�atio�"A⁸	 ���e�so�	  eels

5i�ship	with	this	app�oach�	?Jac5so�

'olloc5	 is	  a�tastic�	 a�solutel�	 te��i ic�A

���e�so�	co��e�te�"	@�	the	ea�l�	&02$s�

the	 co�cept	 o 	 i��i�i�ual�	 e�p�essio�ist

 �ee�o�	was	 u�the�	e�plo�e�	i�	pai�ti�g

as	well	 as	 i�	 the	 cultu�e	 at	 la�ge"	 @�	 the

late	&02$s�	���e�so�	pai�te�	e�te�si�el�

i�	 Me$i�o"	 The	 ?�re('o�)!"ian	 ar�

i�spi�e�	 �e�A	 he	 �e�eale�"	 @ts	 i� lue�ce

ca�	�e	see�	i�	his	pai�ti�gs"	The	*��ical

��st�actio�	�o�e�e�t	 �e�elope�	 �u�i�g

this	e�a"

:ou�g	pai�te�s	woul�	?�e�ge	the

a�st�act	 a��	 co�ceptual	 with	 �ol�	 colo��

�a5i�g	 thei�	 wo�5	 a	 �e�le�	 o 	 i�eas�

��ushst�o5e�	 colo��	 a��	 e�otio�Bhe�ce�

Nl��ical"8A⁹	 These	 a�tists	 use�	 la�ge

ca��ases	a��	ac��lic	pai�t�	a��	t�eate�	all

pa�ts	 o 	 the	 ca��as	 with	 eFual

i�po�ta�ce�	 �o�i�g	 �etwee�	 easel	 a��

 loo�	 o�	��ippi�g�	splatte�i�g�	o�	s�ea�i�g"

?3he�	 @	 put	 Jthe	 ca��asK	 o�	 the	  loo��	 @

sta�te�	to	see	thi�gs�	a��	@	coul�	see	�o�e

thi�gsI	a��	two	�o�ths	late�	@	was	a�le

to	loo5	at	a	pai�ti�g	a��	see	thi�gs	that	@

�i��8t	 see	 �e o�e�	 a��	 this	 has	 �ee�	 a

p�og�essio�	 e�e�	 si�ce�A	 the	 a�tist

e�plai�e�"	 	 ���e�so�8s	 pai�ti�gs	 a�e	 a

g�a��	 �elo��	 o 	 �o�or*	 �e$�)re*	 and

!o�e!en�"

�cco��i�g	 to	 �a�i�	 *"	 ;hi�e��

w�iti�g	 o�	the	+ew	:o�5	Ti�es	i�	&0�&�

these	 pai�te�s	 ?e�plo�	 opule�t	 colo�s

that	a�e	�uilt	up	 �o�	wash�	 light�ess	 to

i�pasto	 thic5�ess�	 e�phasi7e	 the

su� aces	 o 	 thei�	 wo�5	 th�ough	 hea�t�

te�tu�es�	 t�eat	  o��	 with	 a	 ce�tai�

casual�ess�	 a��	 e�ploit	 all	 o 	 these

cha�acte�istics			 o�			the			pu�pose			o 
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establishi�g	 illuso��	 spaces	 a��

heighte�i�g	 colo�	 i�pact"A4⁰	 *��ical

�bst�act	pai�te�s	pa�a�o�icall�	e�b�ace�

a	se�se	o 	chaos	bala�ce�	b�	a�	 i�pulse

towa��	co�t�ol�	success ull�	 i��i�g	wa�s

to	 co�bi�e	 i�tellect	 a��	 e�otio�"	 *a���

�l��ich�	 who	 o  iciall�	 coi�e�	 the	 te��

*��ical	 �bst�actio��	 obse��e�	 that	 ?the

a�tist8s	touch	is	alwa�s	�isible	i�	this	t�pe

o 	pai�ti�g"A44	The	wo�5s	o 	*a���	'oo�s�

Joh�	 ;ee���	 a��	 �a�ol	 <ae�e�

�e�o�st�ate�	 this	 i��i�i�uali7e�	 a��

spo�ta�eous	 e�p�essio�	 that	 ?si�gs	 with

�ich	  lui�	 colo�	 a��	 Fuiet	 e�e�g�"ADG

*��ical	�bst�actio�	ca�	be	u��e�stoo�	as

a	 co�i�g	 o 	 age	 o 	 �bst�act

C�p�essio�is��	 a	  lowe�i�g	 that�

acco��i�g	 to	 *��ical	 �bst�act	 a�tist

Ronnie	 +andfield�	 p�o�uce�	 ?the	 �ost

co�ple�	 ta�gle	 o 	 a�t	 st�les�	  alse	 sta�ts

a��	�o�e�e�ts	 that	has	bee�	 see�	 si�ce

'a�is	 i�	 the	  i�st	 �eca�e	 o 	 the	 ce�tu��

whe�	@�p�essio�is��	'osti�p�essio�is��

,au�is��	 �ubis��	 �a�a	 a��	 ;u��ealis�

colli�e"ADL	�s	a	�esult�	the	&0�$s	we�e

0et�il	5r�"		�	�!..	p�inting �!7�	p�inting

�a�5e�	 b�	 co� usio�"	 ��t	 b�a�che�	 i�to

�olo�	 ,iel��	 �ctio��	 Hi�i�alis��

�o�ceptual	��t�	'op	��t�	<a��4e�ge�	a��

*��ical	 �bst�actio�	 'ai�ti�g"	 �t	 the

 o�e �o�t�	 two	 pola�i7i�g	 i�eologies

e�e�ge��	,o��alis��	  a�o�i�g	 i��i�i�ual

e�p�essio��	 o�igi�alit��	 a��	 authe�ticit�O

a��	 ��ti4,o��alis��	 cha�acte�i7e�	 b�

co��e�cialis��	 pastiche�	 a��	 i�o��"

��ti4,o��alis�	e�e�tuall�	p�e�aile��	a��

,o��alis�	g�a�uall�	beca�e	passP"

*��ical	�bst�actio�	was	pe�cei�e�

as	 �or!alis�"	 @t	 plu�ge�	 i�to	 �is a�o�"

The	 p�ess	 �ista5e�l�	 lu�pe�	 *��ical

�bst�actio�	 togethe�	 with	 �olo�	 ,iel�

'ai�ti�g�	 a  iliati�g	 it	 with	 *a���

�l��ich8s	*��ical	�bst�actio�	show	at	the

3hit�e�	Huseu�"	@�	hi��sight�	the	show

 aile�	 to	 captu�e	 the	 esse�ce	 o 	 the

�o�e�e�t"	 �cco��i�g	 to	 *a�� iel��	 the

e�hibitio�	 le t	 out	 ?too	 �a��	 i�po�ta�t

a�tists"A	 @t	was	 ?li�p	a��	wish�	wash��A

a��	�ep�ese�te�	a	�o�e�e�t	that	lac5e�	a

�ea�i�g ul	 spo5espe�so��	 o�	 ?a�	 C�ile

Qola"A4⁴	@�	the	c�itical	cli�ate	o 	the	ti�e�

https://www.bocamuseum.org/exhibitions/expanding-boundarieslyrical-abstraction-selections-permanent-collection
https://www.bocamuseum.org/exhibitions/expanding-boundarieslyrical-abstraction-selections-permanent-collection


|	John	�) 	An�er*on	Uncovered8

a�tists	whose	wo�5s	we�e	associate�	with

the	 te��	 *��ical	 ��st�actio�	 we�e	 �eset

with	 �isapp�o�al"	 �cco��i�g	 to

*a�� iel��	 ?�	 ge�e�atio�	 o 	 a�st�act

a�tists	 whose	 powe� ul	 wo�5s	  o�e�e�

cha�ge�	 the	  ace	 o 	 co�te�po�a��	 a�t

ha�e	 �ee�	 co��e��e�	 ��	 histo��	 to

wa��e�	 the	 �ese�t	 o 	 o�scu�it�"A4⁵

���e�so�8s	 *��ical	 ��st�act	 wo�5s�

li5ewise�	�e�ai�e�	hi��e�"

*��ical	 ��st�actio�	 �e�olts

agai�st	 �oth	 ,o��alis�	 a��	 ��ti4

,o��alis��	 a��	 is	 the�e o�e	 u�iFuel�

i�po�ta�t"	 6athe�	 tha�	 atte�pti�g	 to

�isuall�	 �ep�ese�t	 sociopolitical	 �ealities

o�	 philosophical	 theo�ies�	 *��ical

��st�act	 pai�te�s	 a�opt	 a	 pe�so�all�

passio�ate	 �i��set�	 a��	 a	 �esi�e	 to

�o!!)ni�a�e	 �on�e��s*	 a��ions*

e$�erien�es*	and	e!o�ions	a"s�ra����B

i�	 a��itio�	 to	 e�plo�i�g	 a�t	 p�i�ciples	 o 

co�positio��	 to�e�	 �alue�	 li�e�	 hue�	 a��

te�tu�e"	The	�o�e�e�t	 i�co�po�ates	?the

p�io�	th�ee	�eca�es	o 	��e�ica�	pai�ti�g

i�to	 a	 �ew�	  �esh�	 a��	 �ol�	 state�e�t"

JThe	a�tistsK	pa�	ho�age	 to	 the	st�uctu�e

a��	 i�tellect	 o 	 co�ceptual	 a�t�A	 while

e���aci�g	 i��i�i�ual	 e�p�essio�	 a��

se�satio�"4⁶	��t�	the��	�eco�es	a	�elicate

Eu�tapositio�	 �etwee�	 �eli�e�ate�ess	 a��

spo�ta�eit�"	  end�	 ,�a-ier*	 se�io�

cu�ato�	at	a��	o�ga�i7e�	o 	the	#$$0	>oca

6ato�	 Huseu�	 o 	 ��t	 e�hi�itio�

C�pa��i�g	 >ou��a�ies�	 *��ical

��st�actio�	 ;electio�s	  �o�	 the

'e��a�e�t	 �ollectio��	 �esc�i�e�	 *��ical

��st�act	 wo�5s	 as	 ?a	 �a��iage	 o 

se�si�ilities	�etwee�	the	actio�	o 	gestu�al

a�st�actio��	 the	 �ua�ces	 o 	 colo�	  iel��

a��	 the	 �atio�al	 st�uctu�e	 o 

�i�i�alis�"A4⁷

The	�o�e�e�t	 �oes	 �ot	 co� o��

to	 a�	 i�eological	 sta��a��	 �o�	 to	 a

philosophical	o�ie�tatio�"	6athe��	it	o  e�s

a�	 oppo�tu�it�	  o�	 a�tistic	 �ei��e�tio�"

The	a�tist	a�opts	a	�ew	se�se	o 	ti�e"	�s

with	 ���e�so�8s	 wo�5�	 the	 a�tist

co��o�l�	 ta5es	 se�e�al	 �ea�s	 to	 attai�

the	�esi�e�	e�p�essio�"	 @t	 is	all	a�out	 the

�ro�ess"	 ?@t	 ta5es	 ti�e"	 That	 is	 wh�

J�a��	o 	��	pai�ti�gsK	a�e	J�a�5e�	with

�i  e�e�t	 �atesK	 all	 the	 wa�	 a�ou��"	 @

cha�ge	 the 	 �a te 	 a��	 � i �ec t io� 	 a s

@	p�ocee��A	the	pai�te�	e�plai�e�"

���e�so�	alte�s	the	te�tu�e�	colo��

a��	 o�ie�tatio�	 o 	 pai�ti�gs�	 �uch	 li5e

�usicia�s	 alte�	 the	 to�e�	 te�po�	 a��

�o�e�e�t	 o 	 a	 s��pho��"	 ���e�so�8s

pai�ti�gs	 a�e	 a�	 i��e�si�e	 e�pe�ie�ce�

�est	 see�	 i�	 pe�so�	 a��	 up4closeB

i�citi�g	 �ewil�e��e�t�	 �iscussio��	 a��

�e lectio�"	These	a�e	�ot	th�ow�ac5s	to	a�

a�t	 �o�e�e�t	 o 	 the	 pastO	 the�	 a�e

gli�pses	o 	the	ti�eless	p�ese�t	�o�e�t"

�u��e�	Qu�che�

=�i�e�sit�	o 	�e��e��	>�	8&�
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D	Rli��	6icha���	*il�	'�i�ce�	 a��	;te�e�	Quc5e�"	Abstract	Expressionis�	�or	�e�inners"	�a�bu���	�T�	,o�	>egi��e�s�

#$&2"

G	 Molub�	 *eo�"	 ?�	 ��itiFue	 o 	 �bst�act	 C�p�essio�is�"A	�o��e�e	 Art	 �o�rna�	 &1�	 �o"	 #	 -&0%%.�	 &1#41�"DL	 *a�� iel��

6o��ie"	?*��ical	�bst�actio�	i�	the	*ate	;i�ties"A	�bst�act4a�t"co�"	Cssa�"	Ju�e	&00%"

L	'olca�i�	;tephe�"	?�bst�act	C�p�essio�is��	N+ew	a��	@�p�o�e�8"A	Art	�o�rna�	1��	�o"	�	-&0)).�	&�14)$"	

⁴	Rli��	Abstract	Expressionis�	�or	�e�inners"

⁵	�hil�e�s�	@a��	a��	Joh�	Mla�es4;�ith"	A	�ictionar�	o�	�o�ern	an�	�onte�porar�	Art�	9� o��	=�i�e�sit�	'�ess�	#$$0"

⁶	3est�	;hea�e�"	?�olou�	,iel�	'ai�ti�g"A	� e	��oo�sb�r�	!�i�e	to	Art�	>loo�sbu���	&002"

⁷	�hil�e�s�	A	�ictionar�	o�	�o�ern	an�	�onte�porar�	Art"

⁸	Rli��	Abstract	Expressionis�	�or	�e�inners"

⁹	3e���	>la7ie�	Fuote�	i�	Sogt�	Je��i e�	�"	?��t	�e�iew�	*��ical	�bst�actio�	show	�e�o�st�ates	�esilie�ce	o 	��e�ica�

pai�ti�g"A		"a��	�eac 	Arts"aper�	Ju�e	##�	#$$0"

4⁰	;hi�e��	�a�i�	*"	?�ow�tow�	;ce�e�	*��ical	�bst�actio�"A	� e	#e$	%or&	�i�es"	�p�il	$)�	&0�&"	

44	3hit�e�	Huseu�	o 	��e�ica�	��t"	*��ical	�bst�actio�"	C�hibitio�	catalogue"	&0�&
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